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Weekly Crop & Weather Roundup
For The Week Ending September 28, 2003

Good week for Field Work:  There were 3 days suitable for field
work. Soil moisture was rated as 44 percent adequate and 56 percent
surplus.  Principal farm activities included making hay; harvesting
corn silage; spreading manure, lime and fertilizer; caring for livestock;
harvesting, processing and canning/freezing fruit and vegetables;
cleaning and picking up after Isabel. 
 
Crops: More rain continued to dampen the Commonwealth after
hurricane Isabel caused widespread lodging among many crops. The
corn crop condition was rated as 5 percent very poor, 9 percent poor,
17 percent fair, 51 percent good and 18 percent excellent, a slight
decline as compared to last week.  Nintey-three percent of corn has
reached the dough stage, 73 percent has reached the dent stage and
26 percent has reached the mature stage. Five percent of the corn
acres have been harvested for grain. The percent of corn harvested
for silage reached 41 percent, 46 and 30 percent behind 2002 and
the five-year average, respectively. The condition of the soybean
crop was rated as 1 percent very poor, 3 percent poor, 11 percent
fair, 57 percent good and 28 percent excellent.  Fall plowing and
planting winter crops progressed slightly, 22 percent of fall plowing
has been completed, 21 percent behind the five-year average.  With
10 percent of winter wheat planted, 6 percent less than the five-year
average, 6 percent has emerged.  Barley planted advanced to 24
percent complete, and 8 percent has emerged. The rain continues to
impede quality of hay made; 15 percent was rated as very poor, 14
percent was poor, 36 percent was fair, 28 percent was good and 7
percent was excellent. The third cutting of alfalfa reached 91 percent
complete, on pace with last year and the five-year average.  The
fourth cutting advanced to 40 percent complete,  20 percent behind
2002 and the five-year average.  The second cutting of timothy clover
reached 86 percent complete, 7 percent behind the five year
average.  The tobacco harvest slowed last week, reaching 89 percent
complete,slightly behind the five year average.

Livestock:  Pasture conditions across Pennsylvania improved
slightly over the past week.  One percent of pasture land was rated
very poor, 5 percent was rated poor, 11 percent was rated fair, 65
percent was rated good and 18 percent was rated excellent. 

Fruit & Vegetable: Even with the damage caused by Isabel the
percent of apples harvested advanced to 48 percent, on pace with
last year’s harvest and the five-year average.  The apple crop
condition was rated as 25 percent fair, 70 percent good and 5 percent
excellent.  The percent of grapes harvested varies widely across the
Commonwealth. Because of the large quantity, crop is ripening
slower however, grape harvest advanced to 12 percent complete,
significantly behind  2002 harvest and the five-year average.  The
potato harvest advanced to 68 percent complete, 5 percent behind
last year but 4 percent ahead of the five-year average.

U.S. As of September 21, 2003:  Highlights: Hurricane Isabel hit the
Atlantic Coast Thursday, bringing high winds, heavy rain, and
flooding to North Carolina and the middle Atlantic Coast States.
Though the winds abated as the storm moved further inland,
moderate to heavy rainfall extended into the eastern Ohio Valley and
northern Atlantic Coast. The Southeast was mostly dry, with near-
normal temperatures. In the northern Corn Belt, the temperatures
were slightly above normal, with light to moderate precipitation. The
southern Corn Belt experienced below-normal temperatures, and
most of the region was dry. The Mississippi Delta had very little rain
and below-normal temperatures. Milder temperatures prevailed
throughout the Pacific Northwest, Rocky Mountains, and Great
Plains. Precipitation in these regions was limited to light rainfall in
some areas and widely scattered pockets of moderate rain. In the
Southwest, temperatures were above normal and the weather was
dry. Corn: Ninety-five percent of the acreage was at or beyond the
dent stage, the same as last year at this time but 1 percentage point
behind the 5-year average. Sixty percent of the crop was mature, 2
points behind last year and 9 points behind the 5-year average.
Twelve percent of the crop had been harvested, compared with 13
percent last year and 15 percent for the 5-year average. While the
denting of the crop neared completion in most States, the Ohio Valley
remained well behind average, with Indiana and Pennsylvania over
1 week behind their normal pace. The crop has been slow to mature
in the Ohio Valley and the Corn Belt, where Indiana, Michigan, Ohio,
and Pennsylvania were over 1 week behind normal. Harvest progress
slowed to a near halt in the Great Plains, as producers focused their
efforts on planting winter wheat. Meanwhile, North Carolina farmers
harvested over one-fifth of their crop and were over 1 week ahead of
their normal harvesting pace. Harvest also gained momentum during
the week in Kentucky and Tennessee, where 19 percent and 22
percent of the crop was harvested, respectively. Soybeans: Fifty-nine
percent of the crop was dropping leaves, 2 percentage points behind
last year and 5 points behind the 5-year average. Six percent of the
crop had been harvested, the same as last year but 2 points behind
the 5-year average. The crop dropped leaves 1 week or more behind
the normal pace in the Ohio Valley. Development in the eastern Corn
Belt and Mississippi Delta was also behind, while the northern Great
Plains and adjacent areas of the Corn Belt were ahead of normal.
Harvest progressed ahead of normal in the interior Mississippi Delta
but began behind normal in the rest of the Nation. 
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Weather Data For Week Ending September 28, 2003
 

                   LAST WEEK WEATHER SUMMARY | April 1, 03 - September 28, 03  GDD
                  TEMPERATURE   PRECIPITATION|  PRECIPITATION   GDD BASE 50F  BASE
                  -----------   -------------|  -------------   ------------   40F
STATION          HI  LO AVG DFN  TOTAL  DAYS | TOTAL    DFN DAYS TOTAL   DFN   TOT
-------          --  --  --  --  -----   --- | -----   ----  --- -----  ----  ----
NORTHWEST                                    |
Erie             71  46  61  +0   2.29     5 | 21.49  -0.90   78  2481   +32  4112
Franklin_AG      76  43  58  -1   1.97     6 | 32.60  +8.05  117  2221   -48  3898
Meadville        73  45  57  -2   2.78     5 | 30.81  +6.33   98  2225  +145  3890
Mercer           74  34  54  -5   2.07     4 | 36.19 +12.78   86  1871  -378  3523
Springboro       72  39  55  -6   3.17     6 | 28.70  +6.94   88  2074  -338  3700
Warren           75  42  57  -2   1.97     5 | 33.50  +8.83   92  2203    +6  3849
                                             |
NORTH CENTRAL                                |
Bradford_Region  69  33  57  +3   1.54     5 | 30.49  +5.85  102  1722  +132  3319
Emporium         74  44  59  +4   3.98     4 | 36.22 +11.85   96  2265  +461  3945
Kane             67  31  51  -4   1.50     5 | 28.54  +3.46   85  1220  -336  2719
Laporte          72  43  57  -2   2.58     3 | 33.43 +10.73   91  1976  -271  3577
Lock_Haven       77  46  61  +3   2.46     3 | 29.32  +6.98   86  2606  +218  4307
Port_Allegany    73  41  57  +2   2.85     5 | 33.68 +10.35   88  1892  +138  3494
Renovo           76  44  61  +3   2.95     4 | 29.35  +7.01   95  2470   +82  4166
Ridgway          73  38  56  +1   1.48     4 | 27.69  +3.32   83  1885   +81  3527
Stevenson_Dam    76  44  59  +4   2.67     4 | 30.59  +6.22  100  2271  +467  3949
Towanda          78  46  61  +3   2.30     4 | 30.64 +11.74  105  2276   +13  3921
Wellsboro        71  39  56  +2   2.34     3 | 29.55 +10.58   86  1882  +187  3484
Williamsport_AP  78  48  64  +4   2.99     4 | 32.07 +10.12   89  2714   +82  4415
                                             |
NORTHEAST                                    |
Hawley           77  44  60  +4   2.35     4 | 28.64  +7.20   78  2043  +103  3687
Wilkes-Barre/Sc  78  46  63  +5   2.96     4 | 31.51 +10.69   82  2594   +98  4268
Susquehanna      78  46  61  +6   2.61     4 | 33.43 +10.57   80  2491  +653  4143
                                             |
WEST CENTRAL                                 |
Butler           75  42  58  -2   1.46     5 | 29.29  +6.11   94  2360    +5  4069
New_Castle       79  43  59  -1   1.46     4 | 34.90 +13.66   84  2556  +198  4272
Slippery_Rock    78  44  59  +2   2.10     5 | 37.22 +14.60   93  2437  +320  4145
                                             |
CENTRAL                                      |
Altoona/Blair_C  76  44  61  +2   2.29     3 | 27.02  +6.84  103  2462   -40  4143
Du_Bois          71  40  59  +2   1.47     6 | 31.38  +8.06  111  2133   -31  3792
Lewistown        79  48  62  +2   2.30     3 | 29.53  +7.89   81  2777   +28  4488
Middletown       80  51  66  +4   2.45     4 | 32.14 +10.59   97  3072   -31  4788
Prince_Gallitzi  76  44  59  +3   1.76     4 | 28.68  +2.65  101  2235  +220  3888
Selinsgrove      78  48  63  +4   1.94     3 | 28.15  +5.62   88  2632   +64  4327
State_College_P  73  47  60  +2   2.18     3 | 34.35 +13.96   93  2546   +79  4240
                                             |
EAST CENTRAL                                 |
Allentown-Bethl  79  47  67  +6   4.08     4 | 34.52 +10.92   86  2931   +96  4629
Lehighton        76  47  62  +3   4.61     4 | 38.67 +15.23  100  2507  -224  4184
Matamoras        78  46  61  +2   3.03     4 | 29.50  +5.79   86  2221  -246  3862
Tobyhanna        73  43  59  +6   3.53     4 | 42.29 +17.05   93  2674  +992  4352
                                             |
SOUTHWEST                                    |
Pittsburgh/Alle  76  46  63  +3   1.18     5 | 24.53  +3.05   99  2868  +348  4610
Derry            75  44  60  +2   1.68     5 | 34.65 +12.24   89  2536  +157  4231
Meyersdale       72  38  58  -2   1.73     3 | 30.70  +6.26   95  1917  -431  3552
Mount_Pleasant   78  42  60  +2   1.26     6 | 31.07  +5.57   99  2473  +345  4187
Pittsburgh_Intl  75  45  62  +2   1.17     5 | 24.63  +4.43   90  2817  +179  4554
Rector           79  40  60  +2   2.13     4 | 30.41  +4.91   88  2506  +378  4213
Waynesburg       81  43  61  +2   0.82     4 | 35.46 +13.43   97  2607  +162  4336
                                             |
SOUTH CENTRAL                                |
Biglerville      79  47  65  +3   2.88     4 | 34.95 +14.60  104  2863  -170  4577
Everett          77  35  58  -3   2.97     3 | 30.13 +10.51   96  2493    -4  4192
Hanover          79  47  66  +4   4.51     3 | 36.54 +16.19   82  2889  -144  4601
Shippensburg     82  49  64  +2   2.27     2 | 29.72  +9.88   80  3010    -5  4731
South_Mountain   76  45  61  +3   2.88     3 | 36.28 +16.10   87  2302  -193  3960
York_AP          81  46  67  +4   3.07     4 | 28.84  +7.11   92  2935   -86  4647
                                             |
SOUTHEAST                                    |
Green_Lane       82  49  68  +7   2.28     4 | 38.50 +15.65   86  3099  +387  4813
Hamburg          80  49  65  +7   3.49     4 | 34.32  +8.03   91  2832  +360  4530
Hopewell         80  47  66  +3   3.74     4 | 35.38 +11.41   88  2783  -407  4465
Lancaster_AP     79  48  67  +6   3.48     4 | 27.72  +4.73   85  2938   +70  4645
Neshaminy_Falls  82  50  68  +8   1.48     3 | 27.35  +0.90   81  3164  +331  4867
New_Holland      80  51  67  +6   2.64     4 | 35.03 +12.04   89  2921   +53  4622
Philadelphia     81  56  71  +6   0.85     3 | 24.28  +1.87   77  3565  +267  5300
Philadelphia_NE  81  50  69  +5   2.04     3 | 25.94  +3.53   85  3264   -34  4981
Reading_AP       81  48  67  +6   4.20     5 | 29.49  +4.92   87  3019  +203  4721
Valley_Forge_Na  84  48  68  +5   1.93     4 | 33.33  +9.36   88  2897  -293  4588
Willow_Grove     78  50  68  +7   1.66     5 | 23.66  -2.79   78  3038  +205  4740
 
DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period).
Precipitation (Rainfall or melted snow/ice) and Pan Evap in inches.
Precipitation Days = Days with precip of .01 inch or more.
Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit.

Copyright 2003:  Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. All rights reserved.



Weekly Crop & Weather Roundup - Page 3     PA Ag Statistics Service, NASS, USDA

INTERNET REPORTERS’ COMMENTS,

BY COUNTY:
Reporters are from Extension Service, Natural Resources Conservation Service,

Farm Service Agency, farmers, commodity specialists, or other knowledgeable individuals.

"Fall plowing, planting winter wheat,
harvesting potatoes and hay when possible.
Continued wet weather causing all sorts of
problems and delays." 

- Harry Blanchet, Forest County 

"A week for silage harvesting. machine repair,
fence building, manure spreading, livestock
care, and general farm work preparing for
winter." 

- Willie Keeney, Susquehanna County

"Lots of rain, 3 more inches in my gauge this
week. Field work is difficult."

- Dick Decker, Centre County

"This week we had 2 inches of rain after the
storm last week, with the ground being so wet
everything flooded! They want at least 2 more
inches of rain today (9/27/2003), and if we get
that I don't know how any of our neighbors will
get anything done this fall."

- M. K., Huntington County

"Rain! Rain! Go away come again next year."
- Dave Stetler, Juniata County 

"Heavy rains again delayed field work. The
corn that was planted the last week of April and
the first week of May is mature and harvested.
The rest of the corn, which was not planted
until June, is not mature and needs several
weeks to mature."

- Dave Swartz, Perry County 

"Silage harvest finally started on the early-
planted corn. Some high-moisture corn also
being harvested. Looking less likely that most
of the corn planted the third week in June will
have time to mature. Early planted soybeans
are dropping leaves and could be ready for
harvest in several weeks."

- John Lohr, Westmoreland County

"Corn silage is moving along with high yields,
but painstakingly slow process as 80% is at
knee height or lower."

- Randy Ranck, Lancaster County

"After the soils began to dry producers began
the task of trying to salvage the devastated corn
crop. As much as 25% of the remaining corn
crop is flat on the ground. Most of the rest of
the crop is severely damaged but is able to be
harvested with enough time and labor. Molds
and other diseases will probably move in fast
on the damaged corn crop. Some soybean fields
are approaching maturity, the bean crop was
not as severely effected."

- Bob Anderson, Lancaster County

"Everything is soaked! 12 inches of rain last
two weeks. Lots of huge trees fell over; roots
and all. Nice silage made before Isabel, not so
nice now. Amish are really having a tough time
with broken stalks and mud. Non-Amish
farmers are getting trucks stuck-lots of
compaction going on. Pasture doing great
except spiny redroot."

- Axel Linde, Lancaster County 
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PA Crop Progress for Week Ending September 28, 2003
Crop Current Week Last Year 5-Year Average

Percent
Fall plowing 22 48 43
Corn, dough 93 97 98
Corn, dent 73 92 86
Corn, mature 26 67 49
Corn, harvested 5 36 16
Corn silage, harvested 41 87 71
Barley, planted 24 52 39
Barley, emerged 8 27 18
Winter wheat, planted 10 24 16
Winter wheat, emerged 6 14 7
Potatoes, harvested 68 73 64
Alfalfa, 3rd cutting 91 96 91
Alfalfa, 4th cutting 40 60 60
Timothy clover, 2nd cutting 86 94 93
Peaches, harvested 100 100 100
Apples, harvested 48 46 47
Grapes, harvested 12 46 42

PA Crop Condition for Week Ending September 28, 2003

Crop Very
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Percent
Corn 5 9 17 51 18
Soybeans 1 3 11 57 28
Quality of hay made 15 14 36 28 7
Pasture conditions 1 5 11 65 18
Apples 0 0 25 70 5


