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Near Record Yieldsfor Corn and Soybeans

Tennesseefarmersareexpectedtoreach near recordyieldson
their corn and soybean crops this year. Most of the State’s
row crops appear to have benefitted from favorable growing
conditions during August as yield prospects improved from
the previous month’s forecast. Burley tobacco remained
unchanged from the August 1 forecast. According to the
September Yield Survey conducted by the Tennessee
Agricultural Statistics Service, yield potentia for the major
fall crops are above the 5-year average. Crops and pastures
improved fromtimely rainfall and moderatetemperatures|ast
month with most crops currently rated in good-to-excellent
condition. The September forecast, which is based on
farmers expectations of final yields as of the first of the
month, showed thefollowing results: Corn, 130 bushels per
acre, up 23 bushelsfrom ayear earlier; Cotton, 709 pounds
per acre, down 32 pounds from 2002; Soybeans, 36 bushels
per acre, up 5 bushels from a year ago; Burley Tobacco,
2,000 pounds per acre, 100 pounds above last year.

Corn Production Highest in 82 Years

Tennessee's corn production is forecast at 81.9 million
bushels, up 23 percent from 2002 and the highest since 1921.
Based on conditions as of September 1, yields are expected
to average 130 bushels per acre, up 23 bushelsfrom last year
and 10 bushels above the August forecast. |If realized, this
would be the second highest yield on record and just 2
bushels below the record of 132 bushelsin 2001. Acreage
harvested for grain is estimated at 630,000 acres, 2 percent
above a year ago and the highest since 1996. Weather
conditions during August have proven very favorablefor the
corn crop. The crop has developed about aweek behind the

normal pace through most of the month. Asof our survey, the
crop was rated in mostly good condition with one-fifth of the
acreage harvested.

L argest Soybean Production Since 1985

The State's soybean production is forecast at 41.4 million
bushels, up 19 percent from last year and the largest
production in 18 years. Soybean yields are forecast at 36
bushels per acre, 5 bushels above 2002 and the second largest
yield on record. Acreage for harvest is estimated at 1.15
million acres, 3 percent abovethe previousyear. Showersand
thunderstorms during May hindered planting progress by
almost 2 full weeks behind the normal schedule. Virtualy all
of the State’ s soybeans were planted by the first week of July
with development lagging about a week behind the normal
pace. By the third week of August, however, soybean
devel opment picked up speed and was progressing inlinewith
normal. During this time, the crop was rated in mostly good
condition despite a few problems with insects and disease.
Recent rains have helped fill pods and thirteen percent of the
acreage was dropping leaves. By thefirst week of September,
afew fields had been harvested.

Cotton Production Down 3 Per cent

Cotton production is forecast at 790,000 bales, 50,000 bales
more than last month, but down 3 percent from 2002.
Tennessee' s cotton yield is forecast at 709 pounds of lint per
acre, 45 pounds above the August forecast, but down 32
poundsfrom last year. Cotton growersare expected to harvest
535,000 acres, up 1 percent from a year ago. This year's
cotton crop experienced planting delays due to frequent
showers during May. By mid-June, planting was virtually
complete. Development haslagged almost two weeks behind
normal throughout most of the growing season. Asof August
31, the crop was maturing with one-fourth of the acreage
showing open bolls. A few producers had begun applying
defoliants by the first week of September. Over three-fourths
of cotton crop was rated in good-to-excellent condition at the
beginning of the month.
(Continued on Page 2)



(Continued from Page 1)
Burley Production Lowest in 61 Years

Tennessee' sburley tobacco growersexpect to produce 56.0 million pounds, down 1.0 million poundsfrom last year and if realized,
the lowest production since 1942. The average yield isforecast at 2,000 pounds per acre, up 100 pounds from ayear earlier and
unchanged from the previousforecast. Farmersplan to harvest 28,000 acres, 7 percent below ayear ago. Yield per acreisforecast
at 2,900 pounds for Type 22; 3,200 pounds for Type 23; and 2,400 pounds for Type 35, al unchanged from the August forecast,
but down fromlast year. The month of August brought above averagerainfall to many producing areas. There have been problems
with black shank and blue mold this season thus contributing to around atenth of the acreage in very poor-to-poor condition. As
of August 31, burley harvest had reached 44 percent completion, air-cured 58 percent complete, and fire-cured 45 percent finished.
The magjority of the crop was rated in fair-to-good condition.

Crop Forecasts. Tennessee and United States, September 1, 2003, with Comparisons

Harvested Acres Yield Per Acre Production
Crop unit Indicated Indicated Indicated
2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003
Thousands Number of Units Thousands
Tennessee
Apples Ib. 6,500 9,000
Corn for grain bu. 620 630 107 130 66,340 81,900
Cotton* Ib. 530 535 741 709 818 790
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 2,000 1,950 2.20 2.50 4,400 4,875
Peaches Ib. 4,000 3,500
Soybeans bu. 1,120 1,150 31.0 36.0 34,720 41,400
Tobacco, All Ib. 35.90 34.04 2,096 2,155 75,261 73,366
E. Dark-fired (22) Ib. 5.0 51 3,110 2,900 15,550 14,790
W. Dark-fired (23) Ib. .39 40 3,550 3,200 1,385 1,280
Burley (31) Ib. 30.0 28.0 1,900 2,000 57,000 56,000
One-sucker (35) Ib. 51 54 2,600 2,400 1,326 1,296
Winter Wheat bu. 300 270 46.0 52.0 13,800 14,040
United States
Apples Ib. 8,555,600 9,266,600
Corn for grain bu. 69,313 71,815 130.0 138.5 9,007,659 9,944,418
Cotton* Ib. 12,426.6 12,1924 665 667 17,208.6 16,938.5
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 41,362 40,838 1.86 201 77,138 82,066
Peaches Ib. - 2,575,400 2,618,100
Soybeans bu. 72,160 72,626 37.8 36.4 2,729,709 2,642,644
Tobacco, All Ib. 428.66 413.71 2,055 2,008 880,734 830,771
E. Dark-fired (22) Ib. 7.45 7.60 3,126 2,966 23,292 22,540
W. Dark-fired (23) Ib. 2.79 2.80 3,636 3,371 10,145 9,440
Burley (31) Ib. 158.60 149.20 1,892 1,947 300,051 290,535
One-sucker (35) Ib. 2.61 274 2,922 2,641 7,626 7,236
Winter Wheat bu. 29,651 36,491 38.5 46.9 1,142,802 1,712,150

* Production in 480-Ib. net weight bales. U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton.



Hay: Prices Received by Farmers, by Month, Tennessee, 1998-2002

Marketing
Crop Y ear
Year May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Average!

Dollars Per Ton

Alfalfa

1998 120.00 11500 11900 119.00 110.00 113.00 116.00 11600 11800 111.00 110.00 116.00 115.00
1999 110.00 11000 110.00 115.00 120.00 120.00 120.00 120.00 120.00 125.00 130.00 125.00 117.00
2000 110.00 110.00 11500 11500 11500 120.00 11500 11500 110.00 11000 110.00 11500 113.00
2001 11500 11500 120.00 120.00 125.00 130.00 130.00 135.00 125.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 123.00
2002 11500 105.00 10500 11500 120.00 125.00 12500 12500 130.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 116.00

All Other

1998 56.00 51.00 48.00 51.00 52.00 57.00 54.00 56.00 59.00 59.00 50.00 56.00 54.00
1999 54.00 51.00 50.00 53.00 50.00 50.00 48.00 52.00 54.00 54.00 53.00 5400 5100
2000 49.00 49.00 50.00 52.00 49.00 48.00 49.00 47.00 47.00 47.00 48.00 53.00 49.00
2001 50.00 50.00 49.00 51.00 52.00 51.00 52.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 56.00 57.00 52.00
2002 54.00 54.00 54.00 56.00 58.00 58.00 52.00 52.00 52.00 54.00 55.00 56.00 55.00
All

1998 58.00 53.00 50.00 53.00 54.00 59.00 56.00 58.00 61.00 61.00 61.00 5800  56.00
1999 55.00 53.00 52.00 55.00 52.00 52.00 50.00 54.00 56.00 56.00 55.00 56.00 53.00
2000 51.00 51.00 52.00 54.00 51.00 50.00 51.00 49.00 49.00 49.00 50.00 5500 51.00
2001 52.00 52.00 51.00 53.00 54.00 53.00 54.00 57.00 57.00 57.00 58.00 59.00 54.00
2002 56.00 55.00 55.00 58.00 60.00 60.00 54.00 54.00 54.00 56.00 57.00 5800 56.00

! Marketing year is May 1 of current year through April 30 of the following year.

Farm Production Expendituresat All TimeHigh
Tennessee farm production expenditures during 2002 were arecord high 2.4 billion dollars. Categories showing the largest
percentageincrease over 2001, wererepair and maintenance expense, seed expense, and other miscellaneousexpenses. While
total expenditureswereup slightly, several categories saw declinesin expenses, such asrent received by nonoperator landlord
and livestock and poultry purchased.

Farm Production Expenses: Tennessee, 1998-2002

[tem 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Million Dollars

Feed Purchased 285.9 263.7 252.4 251.9 234.0
Livestock & Poultry Purchased 75.0 82.3 85.9 93.0 79.9
Seed Purchased 789 85.3 83.2 87.4 96.0
Fertilizer & Lime 173.9 172.6 167.1 165.8 161.1
Pesticides 103.2 108.6 97.9 100.0 97.9
Petroleum Fuel & Oils 78.6 80.1 98.7 91.7 89.7
Electricity 24.1 22.7 22.2 25.6 24.9
Repair & Maintenance 194.7 194.2 200.7 193.0 216.6
Contract & Hired Labor 174.4 1815 175.3 189.1 190.2
Property Taxes 86.2 86.2 89.9 89.9 92.3
Capital Consumption 525.7 539.2 551.3 5725 587.2



Net Rent (Rec' d by Nonoperator Landlords) 46.1 47.8 28.7 33.7 235

Interest - Real & Nonrea Estate 190.5 195.2 216.0 197.3 199.3
Other Miscellaneous 370.7 357.5 322.2 336.9 352.0
Total Production Expenses' 2,408.0 2,416.9 2,391.4 2,427.9 2,444.6

1 Totals may not add due to rounding.

Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, July 2003.



Forest Products Summary

In 2002, Tennessee's forest resources produced sawlogs to manufacture approximately 911.7 million board feet of hardwood
products (lumber, crossties, handle blanks, etc.) and approximately 108.9 million board feet of softwood lumber. This level of
production places Tennessee second among hardwood lumber producing States. Statewideincomefromthesaleof timber was$358
million in 2002.

In addition to sawlog production, Tennessee produced
approximately 889,170 cordsof hardwood pul pwood and
approximately 850,406 cords of softwood pulpwood. The .
1999 forest survey indicated that almost 55 percent of the Income From Sale of Timber
total land area in Tennessee is forested, approximately Tennessee, 1991-2002

14.4millionacres. Nonindustrial privateindividuasown
11.0 million acres, the largest ownership category. The

Million Dollars
450

ten leading counties in timber volume and lumber
production in 2002 were as follows: "
Growing Stock Volume Million Cu. Ft. 350
Cumberland 587.8
Wayne 573.9
Morgan 544.5 300
Monroe 528.3
Hickman 527.1
Scott 506.9 250
Campbell 480.2
Polk 426.4 200
Marion 409.4
Eentress 3937
150
L umber Production Million Bd. Ft. 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Hardeman 58.4
Macon 457
Henry 421
White 36.1
Wayne 35.6
Hardin 34.1
Putnam 31.3
Montgomery 30.0
McNairy 28.2
L incaln 279
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