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EXPECTED WHEAT PRODUCTION UP 13 PERCENT FROM 2002

Tennessee’s first 2003 winter wheat  production is forecast at 15.6 million bushels, up 13 percent from last year,
according to a recent survey conducted by the Tennessee Agricultural Statistics Service.  The State’s average yield
for grain is forecast at 52 bushels per acre, 6 bushels better than 2002.  Wheat producers expect to harvest 300,000
acres for grain, unchanged from a year ago.  Tennessee farmers seeded 450,000 acres last fall, 20,000 acres less than
a year earlier and the lowest recorded acreage since 1992.  The remaining 150,000 acres will be used as a cover crop
or harvested for hay and silage. Winter wheat planting was underway by the first week of October, but persistent
wet weather throughout the month and into November limited the amount of acreage sown.  Development of the
crop progressed slightly behind the normal pace during the growing season.  Currently, the winter wheat crop is
rated in mostly good condition although there has been some concern due to disease and insect pressure.  Growers
are applying fungicides and insecticides as needed.  By the week ending May 4, almost all of the acreage had
reached the jointing stage with 68 percent of the crop headed out.  Harvest in the State normally does not begin until
the first of June.

U.S. WINTER WHEAT PRODUCTION UP 37 PERCENT

Production is forecast at 1.56 billion bushels, up 37 percent from 2002.  Based on May 1 conditions, the U.S.
yield is forecast at 42.9 bushels per acre, 4.4 bushels more than last year.  Yields are above a year ago in all
States except California, Idaho, Michigan, and the Mid-Atlantic States.  Grain area totals 36.4 million acres, up
23 percent from last season.  The sharp increase in harvested acreage is the result of both increased plantings
and a rebound from larger than normal abandonment last year.  The portion of the winter wheat crop rated good
to excellent on April 27, at 54 percent, was 18 percentage points higher than last year. 

Winter Wheat: Tennessee, Surrounding States, and U.S., May 1, 2003 with Comparisons1

State
Acreage Harvested Yield Per Acre Production

2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003

1,000 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels

Arkansas 840 610 46.0 52.0 38,640 31,720
Georgia 200 230 41.0 53.0 8,200 12,190
Kentucky 340 300 53.0 59.0 18,020 17,700
Mississippi 205 125 44.0 46.0 9,020 5,750
Missouri 760 780 45.0 51.0 34,200 39,780
North Carolina 480 420 42.0 41.0 20,160 17,220
TENNESSEE 300 300 46.0 52.0 13,800 15,600
Virginia 170 160 63.0 59.0 10,710 9,440
United States 29,651 36,447 38.5 42.9 1,142,802 1,563,314
1 2003 forecast, 2002 final. 

MAY 1 STOCKS LOWEST IN 7 YEARS 

Hay stocks on Tennessee farms totaled 542,000 tons on May 1, a third less than the previous year and the lowest
May 1 level since 1996.  Hay supplies were adequate going into the winter months, but adverse weather conditions
during January and February resulted in more hay consumption than normal.  Disappearance of hay from December
1, 2002 - May 1, 2003, totaled 3.02 million tons, 9 percent lower than the 2001 disappearance of 3.33 million tons
for the same period.  Also, as the first of April, hay supplies were rated at 59 percent very short to short, compared
to 9 percent very short to short for this same time a year ago.
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