Texas Vegetable, Fruit and Pecan Summary

Vegetables

Texas continued to be one of the five
leading states in production of fresh market
vegetables. In 2003, Texas ranked fourth in
production, with 4.3 percent of the U.S. total,
and fourthinvalue, accounting for 4.6 percent
of the U.S. total. In 2003, Texas producers
harvested 92,000 acres of commercial vege-
tables, down 15 percent from the year before.
The value of production from this acreage and
products totaled $452 million, up 9 percent
from 2002. Total production of all vegetable
crops decreased 3 percent from 2002. Onions
were the number one cash vegetable crop for
Texas, watermelon was second followed by
cantaloupes.

Citrus

Texas grapefruit production for the
2003-2004 season totaled 5.7 million boxes,
up slightly from last season. The 2003-2004
all orange production totaled 1.65 million
boxes also up slightly from last season. Qual-
ity and fruit size were excellent due to better
than normal water supplies in the Rio Grande
Valley.

Pecans

The 2003 Texas pecan crop was esti-
mated at 70 million pounds, up 30 million
pounds from the 2002 crop. Prices increased
from the previous heavy year, averaging 91.2
cents per pound. Production came in lower
than expected in Georgia due to heavy scab,
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driving the price upward with a lower supply at
the national level. Production of native variet-
ies fotaled 33 million pounds, up 13 million
from the 20 million pounds produced in 2002.
Production of improved varieties totaled 37
million pounds, up from 20 million pounds in
2002.

Peaches

Texas utilized peach production for
2003 was estimated at 139,583 bushels, down
from 238,000 bushels in 2002. The 2003
peach crop was hit with a late freeze causing
the poorest crop producers have seen in at
least 5 years. Utilized production is the total
of peach sales for fresh market and process-
ing, as well as peaches consumed on the farm.
Total production for Texas peaches in 2003
was 145,833 bushels.

Grapes

Later spring freezes and hail storms
affected grapes in 2003, but tonnage was still
up from the previous year. Texas utilized
5,800 tons of grapes for wine production.
Production increased 32 percent from the
4,400 tons produced in 2002. An estimated
2,900 bearing acres were available for har-
vest. Yield averaged 2.07 tons per acre, up
from 1.62 tons one year earlier. The total
estimated value of the 2003 crop was $5.2
million with an average value per tons of $900.
Total value of production increased 30 per-
cent from 2002.



STATE RANKING BY PRODUCTION FOR SELECTED VEGETABLE CROPS, 2003

Rank State Production Rank State Production Rank State Production
WATERMELONS - 1,000 cwt CABBAGE - 1,000 cwt CANTALOUPES - 1,000 cwt
1 TEXAS 7,700 1 California 5,265 1 California 12,005
2 Florida 7,200 2 New York 3,822 2 Arizona 5,624
3 California 5,952 3 TEXAS 2,871 3 TEXAS 2,040
4 Georgia 5,160 4 Florida 2,432 4 Georgia 1,441
5 Indiana 2,590 5 North Carolina 1,871 5 Indiana 560
CHILE PEPPERS - 1,000 cwt HONEYDEW MELONS - 1,000 cwt SPINACH - 1,000 cwt
1 New Mexico 1,470 1 California 3,608 1 California 4,550
2 California 692 2 Arizona 750 2 Arizona 780
3 TEXAS 225 3 TEXAS 570 3 New Jersey 252
4 Arizona 210 4 TEXAS 204
5 Colorado 126
CARROTS - 1,000 cwt ONIONS, ALL - 1,000 cwt SWEETPOTATOES - 1,000 cwt
1 California 25,725 1 Washington 9,958 1 North Carolina 5,880
2 Michigan 1,575 2 Oregon 9,370 2 Louisiana 3,150
3 Colorado 1,152 3 California 6,888 3 California 3,120
4 Arizona 858 4 Idaho 5,229 4 Mississippi 2,380
5 TEXAS 609 5 TEXAS 4,520 5 TEXAS 512
PEPPERS, BELL - 1,000 cwt CUCUMBERS - 1,000 cwt POTATOES, ALL - 1,000 cwt
1 California 7,688 1 Florida 2,576 1 Idaho 123,180
2 Florida 4,844 2 Georgia 2,482 2 Washington 93,150
3 New Jersey 882 3 California 1,080 3 Wisconsin 32,800
4 Georgia 810 4 Michigan 1,024 4 Colorado 26,198
5 North Carolina 600 5 North Carolina 780 5 North Dakota 27,440
8 TEXAS 175 8 TEXAS 322 13 TEXAS 6,528
TOMATOES - 1,000 cwt SWEET CORN - 1,000 cwt
1 Florida 13,984 1 Florida 5,612
2 California 9,240 2 California 5,415
3 Virginia 1,482 3 New York 4,094
4 Tennessee 1,225 4 Georgia 2,800
5 Ohio 1,155 5 Ohio 1,474
17 TEXAS 169 18 TEXAS 261
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