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VVVVVIRGINIAIRGINIAIRGINIAIRGINIAIRGINIA      FARMERSFARMERSFARMERSFARMERSFARMERS     had a superb growing

season in 2000.  This was quite a contrast

compared to the drought conditions of 1999

when farmers reported poor yields for most

commodities grown that year.  Throughout

the summer of 2000,  temperatures were

slightly below normal and rainfall was timely.

These conditions contributed to record yields

for many of Virginia’s late-season crops.

Producers growing grain corn averaged a

record 146.0 bushels per acre, 20 bushels

higher than the previous record yield.  Silage

corm growers also benefitted by the weather

and produced 19.0 tons per acre, also a new

record.

Other crops that produced new record yields

in 2000 included hay, soybeans, flue-cured

tobacco and fire-cured tobacco.  Producers

raising alfalfa hay averaged 4.0 tons per

acre and other hay yield was 2.3 tons per

acre.  Soybean growers averaged 39.0

bushels per acre and 19.1 million bushels

were produced.  Flue-cured tobacco grow-

ers averaged 2,440 tons per acre, just barely

eclipsing the record yield that was set in

1999.

Because of these great yields, farmers and

grain storage operators had a very tough

time finding a home for all of the grain pro-

duced in 2000.  Grain was stored on the

ground at many locations and growers had to

wait in long lines at terminals and ship-

ping points to unload grain as space

became available.

These record yields, coupled with rea-

sonable market prices, would have

produced a real spike in farm income.

Unfortunately, prices in 2000 remained

low for most of the commodities produced

in Virginia.  The season average price for

grain corn in 2000 was $ 2.00 per

bushel, the lowest price since 1986.

Soybeans averaged only $ 4.20 per

bushel, compared to 6.80 back in 1996.

However, cash receipts did not decline in

2000 compared to 1999.  Total cash

receipts for field crops were $ 435 million,

up from the $ 410 million in 1999.  In

2000, tobacco and soybeans brought the

highest returns to growers at $ 132 million

and $ 70 million, respectively.  Virginia

ranks 6th  nationally in tobacco produced

and 20th  in the nation in soybean produc-

tion.


