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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 5,436 NA 3,701 621
1940 5,361 NA 3,314 642
1945 8,086 NA 4,429 797
1950 9,765 4,684 5,015 593
1954 11,286 4,718 5,145 458
1959 12,272 4,432 7,762 1,026
1964 11,774 3,853 4,328 538
1969 11,207 3,732 6,379 975
1974 11,736 3,085 6,578 1,282
1978 11,006 2,648 12,059 663
1982 12,235 2,446 11,404 351
1987 10,990 2,446 810 282
1992 13,299 2,377 348 300
1997 13,964 1,849 47 86
1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available. 

FARM  INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 336 292 322

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 3,891 2,886 2,200
Grains 1,352 1,308 1,227
Tobacco 1,997 1,348 864
Field seeds, hay, forage,     
 and silage 223 164 66
Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn       
 and melons ---- (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- ---- (D)
Nursery and greenhouse   
products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 273 143 94

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 53,103 35,383 31,317

Poultry and products 42,440 (D) (D)
Dairy products 5,354 5,148 4,919
Cattle and calves 5,297 1,995 1,958
Hogs and pigs (D) 37 147
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and              
products (D) 52 ----

Total income from sales: 56,993 38,269 33,518

Custom work and other       
agricultural services: 70 103 121
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499  500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1

1974 17 90 199 107 52 6 4 475
1978 18 96 171 109 41 9 2 446
1982 22 102 169 97 44 12 ---- 446
1987 10 58 143 71 28 12 1 322
1992 9 61 109 76 26 11 2 292

1997 6 75 132 84 27 12 ---- 336
1/  Applies to 1997.   ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 164 147 151
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218 158 145 185

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 3 4 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 30 12 13
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 47 52 51
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 69 74 66
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 89 64 83
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 84 86 122
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 55 56 58

NA  Not available. 
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Amelia County is located in the Piedmont Plateau of Virginia.
Formed from part of Prince George County in 1734, the county was named
in honor of Princess Amelia, Daughter of George II. 

         In 1997, the land in farms in Amelia was 78,483 acres, which is 34
percent of the county’s total land area of 228,372.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 336 farms in 1997, each averaging 234
acres in size.  The average value per farm, including land and buildings,
was $311,776.

Amelia County boasts  gently rolling topography with elevations
varying from 200 to 500 feet.   The county is bounded on the north by the
Appomattox River and contains 169,531 acres of woodland.  Soils are
primarily comprised of clay and gray loam, with red clay most common on
the higher plains.  The last killing frost of spring usually falls around April
10,  with first killing frost of the fall occurring about October 20, leaving a
growing season of 192 days.  The average annual rainfall is 42 inches,
although increased precipitation in the summer months averages  just under
4 inches in June, close to 5 inches in July, and over 4 inches in August.

Agriculture is the mainstay of the county and for a long period was
centered around tobacco production.  In 1997, however, income from
livestock and poultry products constituted 93 percent of Amelia’s total farm
income.  The market value of agricultural products has increased
considerably since 1982 due to the growth in the area’s poultry production,
along with an increase in cattle, milk, and tobacco.  Nearly three-fourths of
the county area is forested, the lumber industry is also an integral part of
Amelia’s economy.  There are numerous sawmills and lumber plants, and
pulpwood production is considered to be especially important.

The town of Amelia is the county seat and the hub of the county's
activities.  Since there are no large urban centers in the county, very little of
the agricultural production is marketed locally.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 8,787.  Total gross
personal income that year was $133.8 million, or an average of $15,229 per
capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,535 167,673 19 29,314 22,083 8,376 3,429 NA 99,937
1940 1,487 164,020 23 32,908 13,387 13,632 NA NA NA
1945 1,227 159,684 27 31,933 10,680 7,990 8,601 NA 96,328
1950 1,098 161,695 45 28,079 12,140 11,195 8,714 NA 97,911
1954 963 147,484 67 25,833 6,024 11,032 8,712 NA 93,292
1959 884 144,167 113 26,754 8,296 8,835 9,787 NA 87,100
1964 696 127,535 123 24,481 6,613 5,006 11,155 10,565 46,404
1969 626 110,476 220 26,324 7,805 12,964 2,967 8,383 32,220
1974 2/ 475 108,714 482 31,996 3,537 8,499 6,393 9,605 34,999
1978 446 93,200 739 32,002 3,823 9,950 2,221 8,790 31,457
1982 446 93,538 1,091 33,006 2,948 9,105 2,899 9,422 31,085
1987 322 73,391 1,049 22,747 4,826 8,879 4,120 5,444 23,287
1992 292 70,411 1,255 21,464 4,556 9,699 3,490 5,193 23,569
1997 336 78,483 1,367 21,795 4,554 10,930 3,221 4,459 27,445
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,052 137,080 68 2,566 NA NA
1950 2/ 337 33,357 46 851 NA NA
1954 3/ 7 87,705 27 248 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 10,000 17 157 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 20 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 (D) ---- ---- 10 7,253
1974 5/ 6/ 11 1,571,680 NA NA 10 (D)
1978 5/ 21 4,992,987 ---- ---- 7 (D)
1982 24 9,103,302 ---- ---- 9 (D)
1987 25 10,260,413 ---- ---- 3 (D)
1992 23 10,768,069 ---- ---- 3 (D)
1997 33 13,711,009 ---- ---- 3 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised. 
4/  1969 and 1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over. 
5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.    ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 12,434 16.0 199,019 4,756 12.4 59,157 426 NA NA
1940 11,160 19.9 221,822 4,535 13.5 61,228 NA NA 211
1945 8,389 23.0 192,593 4,902 18.0 88,382 NA NA 5,040
1950 6,665 34.8 231,936 5,499 19.5 107,219 213 17.5 3,729
1954 4,950 20.8 103,101 5,127 25.4 130,024 89 11.9 1,056
1959 2/ 4,732 43.7 206,693 5,525 25.6 141,682 958 21.2 20,332
1964 3,507 46.3 162,375 3,644 28.7 104,435 3,178 21.9 69,543
1969 3,069 64.6 198,396 3,582 45.2 161,912 6,329 28.5 180,513
1974 3,298 58.0 191,152 7,645 37.6 287,067 10,865 21.6 234,718
1978 6,008 70.1 421,181 1,180 36.8 43,383 11,402 26.2 298,643
1982 5,559 92.7 515,418 5,391 31.3 168,553 13,305 28.8 382,568
1987 2,736 53.3 145,801 992 43.9 43,531 6,112 24.3 148,698
1992 2,348 99.2 232,861 1,664 53.9 89,757 5,326 28.3 150,770
1997 1,996 63.9 127,455 1,154 46.7 53,899 5,283 18.4 97,291

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 22 442 9,931 319 6,680 549 4,696 171 14,433 146 14,629
1940 8 796 21,738 675 20,021 547 5,831 178 11,506 155 15,679
1945 5 1,328 43,089 736 21,392 333 4,102 164 11,018 108 12,509
1950 16 2,637 94,454 1,713 51,065 64 941 62 10,278 32 6,004
1954 7 2,704 109,761 1,386 55,854 133 1,887 14 6,058 7 2,564
1959 15 2,513 102,324 2,083 90,041 151 2,467 13 5,037 6 2,323
1964 NA 983 42,744 2,863 139,884 97 2,107 4 2,094 4 2,058
1969 3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 1 NA NA NA NA NA NA 12 1,057 26 5,886
1978 NA 453 25,314 3,640 210,405 160 4,160 3 130 1 166
1982 5 28 1,320 3,723 194,975 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA 92 3,915 2,951 188,103 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 18 95 5,615 2,728 210,777 88 2,500 NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA 1,876 114,807 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/
Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons

1935 7,392 1,484 2,490 2,974 2,632 148 126
1940 10,497 708 1,445 9,255 11,048 108 133
1945 13,083 738 1,879 11,453 13,581 295 247
1950 13,301 1,390 3,743 11,408 13,747 236 307
1954 12,933 1,459 3,148 10,433 8,723 444 560
1959 11,784 1,663 4,855 9,034 12,748 426 627
1964 8,736 1,354 3,506 6,002 6,999 606 998
1969 5,563 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 5,127 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 5,254 830 3,183 3,193 6,133 539 961
1982 6,116 865 2,715 3,953 7,493 522 1,082
1987 7,872 1,436 3,938 4,783 7,363 755 1,551
1992 9,121 1,592 6,709 6,337 13,585 441 943
1997 10,405 1,003 2,541 7,797 12,079 468 1,177

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for
hay.  3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.
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