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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 9,257 NA 3,795 1,132
1940 9,259 NA 3,894 683
1945 10,776 NA 3,782   560
1950 10,786 3,349 3,613 573
1954 11,908 2,872 3,488 605
1959 11,927 2,040 3,517 470
1964 13,034 1,103 1,496 396
1969 13,095 698 939 290
1974 18,252 361  462 246
1978 15,712 369 700 (D)
1982 16,718 257 386 270
1987 16,613 294 400 309
1992 18,253 217 158 330
1997 16,857 77 43 378
1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 406 418 408

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 1,390 833 627
Grains (D) ---- 15
Tobacco ---- (D) (D)
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 100 96 59
Other field crops (D) ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) 420 385
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 207 150 (D)
Forest Products Sold 39 274 28

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 2,606 3,378 2,689

Poultry and products ---- ---- NA
Dairy products 143 (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 2,444 2,724 2,152
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 74
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) 12 (D)
Other livestock and         
  products 4 173 19

Total income from sales: 3,996 4,210 3,316

Custom work and other     
  agricultural services: 108 243 168
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
  ----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 13 43 210 141 22 6 3 438
1978 14 56 198 127 26 8 3 432
1982 23 71 198 124 21 13 2 450
1987 15 70 169 115 27 12 2 408
1992 15 74 180 105 36 8 3 418

1997 19 68 173 106 25 15 ---- 406
1/ Applies to 1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164 165 170 148
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286 243 248 258

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 ---- 3
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 15 21 10
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 65 51 52
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 106 115 87
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 104 110 123
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 113 121 131
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 56 57 59

NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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AMHERST
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Amherst County is situated in the west-central Piedmont Plateau
and is bordered on the west by the Blue Ridge Mountains. Formed form part
of Albemarle in 1761, the county was named in honor of General Amherst,
who successfully commanded  the British troops in America during the
French and Indian war.

     In 1997, Amherst’s land in farms totaled 92,720 acres, a full 31
percent of the total 304,164 acre area.  According to the 1997 Census of
Agriculture, there were 406 farms in the county averaging 228 acres each
in size.  The average value per farm, including land and buildings, was
$318,076.  Like other counties in Virginia, the proportion of land in farms
has declined since 1934, when two-thirds of the county area was in farms.
Since this period farm numbers have been reduced by 82.5 percent and
farmland by about 53 percent.

Since the county includes the foothills and mountain ranges of the
Blue Ridge, elevations move upward from about 500 feet in the James River
Valley to over 4,000 feet on the higher peaks. Also included in Amherst are
226,454 acres of woodland. The nearest weather stations are at Lynchburg
and Bedford, where temperatures average about 38 degrees in January and
76 in July.  The frost-free growing season extends from around April 15 to
about October 25.  Annual precipitation averages 43 inches. Agriculture is
a booming industry in Amherst, and income from the sale of farm
commodities in 1992 amounted to over 4.2 million dollars. Of this total,
roughly 80 percent came from livestock, including dairy and poultry
products.  Cattle and calves were the leading source, contributing 65
percent of this amount.  Apples and peaches accounted for another 1
percent of the 1992 farm income.

Since woodland covers almost three-fourths of the county area,
swilling and other lumbering activities, especially pulpwood processing, are
also important contributors to Amherst’s economy.   George Washington
National Forest  accounts for 53,000 acres of this forest land. 

The county seat is located in the town of Amherst.  Additionally, the
county is home to Sweet Briar College for women, which was established
in 1901 and has had a leading role in promoting health, education, and
recreational programs in the area.  In 1990, the estimated county population
was 28,578.  Total gross personal income that year was $358.7 million, or
an average of $12,553 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,508 201,673 27 33,888 12,891 24,800 22,042 NA 99,905
1940 2,221 184,574 35 33,198 20,982 29,090 NA NA NA
1945 2,101 190,423 37 35,126 9,392 11,668 37,248 NA 79,134
1950 1,337 158,648 60 23,095 11,257 12,150 24,964 NA 80,130
1954 1,157 144,720 60 20,672 5,994 4,954 32,578 NA 76,394
1959 925 137,524 87 17,557 3,627 5,359 33,379 NA 71,553
1964 799 141,125 98 15,427 5,231 7,958 14,694 12,055 15,177
1969 493 101,604 151 11,127 3,049 15,818 13,529 13,108 14,414
1974 2/ 438 97,264 419 12,991 1,123 21,830 12,892 11,305 14,617
1978 432 94,915 643 11,361 1,850 19,405 18,099 20,926 19,656
1982 450 94,922 710 12,209 1,241 17,801 17,542 20,164 22,972
1987 408 93,860 760 12,021 1,875 20,041 13,717 18,864 23,156
1992 418 90,296 1,070 13,293 1,364 20,604 14,673 14,519 23,526
1997 406 92,720 1,240 13,942 939 18,824 12,615 16,686 25,812
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees Total

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees Total

1935 1,480 18,548 123,370 141,918 773 16,168 33,907 50,075
1940 951 10,918 110,894 121,812 499 33,559 45,588 79,147
1945 1,306 NA NA 110,833 898 NA NA 68,365
1950 538 9,287 59,514 68,801 329 5,312 27,372 32,684
1954* 143 7,260 41,050 48,310 62 847 16,128 16,975
1959* 115 10,024 37,101 47,125 56 4,102 10,275 14,377
1964* 49 7,396 37,466 44,862 27 2,217 10,522 12,739
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 23 5,268 9,111 14,379 15 (D) (D) 2,679
1987 24 3,691 20,012 23,703 11 (D) (D) 3,182
1992 17 6,375 18,533 24,908 8 43 1,162 1,205
1997 NA 6 (D) (D) NA 8 (D) (D)

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,748 177,933 23 368 NA NA
1950 2/ 310 23,818 14 406 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 25,500 29 3,668 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 20,000 15 222 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 4 10 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 6 642
1974 5/ 6/ 2 (D) NA NA 10 1,068
1978 5/ ---- ---- 1 (D) 8 777
1982 ---- ---- 2 (D) 4 (D)
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- 1 (D) ---- ----
1997 1 (D) 1 (D) 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers
and other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.    ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT ALL TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Pounds Pounds
1935 1/ 12,718 22.6 288,053 5,389 11.2 60,484 1,759 749.2 1,317,846
1940 11,102 25.4 281,873 4,115 11.7 48,030 1,596 826.4 1,318,934
1945 9,982 26.6 265,329 3,741 15.1 56,383 1,195 1,045 1,248,746
1950 5,423 31.6 171,284 2,685 15.3 41,146 796 958 762,264
1954 4,525 33.0 149,158 1,625 21.8 35,391 737 1,153 849,660
1959 2/ 2,942 43.4 127,668 1,086 20.8 22,556 480 1,336 641,122
1964 1,800 39.4 70,933 545 27.1 14,749 412 1,127 464,455
1969 875 54.2 47,464 241 31.5 7,601 208 1,115 231,918
1974 945 70.8 66,862 141 39.0 5,503 92 1,094 100,602
1978 1,105 66.0 72,928 106 40.8 4,325 93 1,032 96,012
1982 1,418 60.9 86,307 91 34.6 3,152 35 949 33,229
1987 379 41.3 15,662 146 21.2 3,090 9 636 5,726
1992 79 55.7 4,399 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1997 137 84.2 11,535 NA NA NA (D) (D) (D)

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 371 128 2,498 23 297 359 2,830 306 22,561 259 20,045
1940 257 163 3,358 82 2,364 260 2,349 302 17,416 194 16,726
1945 360 343 9,595 116 2,834 243 3,373 306 23,381 179 16,841
1950 121 267 7,779 190 6,254 46 462 77 11,305 31 7,338
1954 57 434 14,912 260 9,360 63 1,007 34 9,921 3 2,642
1959 35 207 5,534 148 4,466 19 355 16 73 3 2,507
1964 53 26 780 112 5,260 14 239 4 1,064 1 785
1969 26 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA    NA NA NA
1974 14 NA NA NA NA NA NA 18 1,171 2 183
1978 12 34 1,330 73 1,960 NA NA 3 185 1 85
1982 15 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 7 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 11 NA NA NA NA NA NA 1 77 NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/
Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons

1935 6,459 616 1,087 3,675 3,941 132 143
1940 9,090 664 1,369 7,510 8,556 194 172
1945 12,436 613 1,164 11,256 10,806 176 167
1950 10,308 912 2,263 8,385 10,710 377 385
1954 11,938 1,025 1,568 8,725 8,560 1,563 1,684
1959 11,900 1,120 2,685 8,146 9,540 1,287 1,690
1964 10,035 826 957 6,862 14,954 1,589 1,953
1969 7,748 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 10,188 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 8,383 527 838 6,982 11,243 439 631
1982 8,976 502 860 7,118 11,869 443 613
1987 10,025 1,074 1,517 7,639 11,680 600 872
1992 11,893 2,259 4,822 8,797 18,052 254 558
1997 13,039 411 680 11,383 20,122 226 399

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for
hay.  3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

AMHERST


