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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 4,451 NA 2,055 9,561
1940 4,486 NA 2,949 16,485
1945 4,593 NA 1,416  5,212
1950 5,888  925 2,319  8,631
1954 6,944  922 2,255 7,907
1959 6,376 536 2,559 8,799
1964 5,997 348 1,429 4,286
1969 8,482 202 1,198 4,970
1974 8,778 63 484 3,153
1978 5,473 51 459 2,983
1982 6,962 41 219 1,875
1987 6,375 45 78 1,797
1992 5,532 19 43 1,163
1997 5,812 (D) 8 217
1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 129 119 135

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 217 112 124
Grains (D) (D) (D)
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage,  
 and silage 54 75 79
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn    
 and melons (D) 12 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- (D) ----
Nursery and greenhouse  
 products (D) ---- ----
Forest Products Sold 155 (D) 21

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 1,468 1,416 1,288

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 1,458 1,371 1,211
Hogs and pigs ---- (D) (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) 34 35
Other livestock and          
 products (D) ---- (D)

Total income from sales: 1,685 1,528 1,412

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 3 5 8
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 2 10 48 60 18 10 5 153
1978 2 15 45 45 23 11 4 145
1982 4 16 40 38 25 15 5 138
1987 4 13 47 38 19 14 5 135
1992 5 13 41 32 16 12 4 119

1997 3 16 37 36 23 14 ---- 129
1/ Applies to 1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 51 46 67
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 84 73 62

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ---- ---- ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 5 8 4
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 23 16 15
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 23 23 25
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 41 37 30
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 43 35 55
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 59 58 60

NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.
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BATH
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Organized in 1790 from parts of Augusta, Botetourt, and
Greenbrier counties, Bath County is situated in the west central part of
Virginia in the Alleghany Mountains.  

 In 1997, there were 58,271 acres of farmland in Bath County,
comprising 17 percent  of the county’s 340,403 acre area.  According to the
1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 129 farms in the county, each
averaging 395 acres in size and worth an average of $576,986, including
land and buildings.

While much of Bath is mountainous, there are some very fertile
valleys in the county.  Elevations vary from 1,140 feet above sea level in the
Cowpasture River Valley to more than 4,200 feet in the Warm Spring
Mountains.  Temperatures in January average 32 degrees and in July, 70.
The average date of the last killing frost in the spring is May 3, and the first
killing frost in the fall usually arrives near October 7, leaving a growing
season of about 157 days.  Annual precipitation averages about 41 inches,
with June, July, and August each averaging around 4 inches.

Agriculture is a source of employment and income for Bath
residents, but the vacation and tourist business is the most important
industry in the county.  Hotels, summer boarding houses, camps, and other
businesses in the resort towns of  Warm Springs and Hot Springs furnish
employment for more people than are engaged in agriculture.  In addition,
these business provide a market for the farm produce that is produced in the
area.

For those that do farm in the county, livestock production is the
most lucrative source of income, supplying 87 percent of the total farm
receipts in 1997. Crops provided the remaining 13  percent.

Woodland covers approximately 306,266 acres of Bath.  There are
about 29,757 acres of woodland on farms, 4,210 acres in Douthat State
Park, and 157,712 acres in the George Washington National Forest, with
the remainder in commercial forests.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 4,799.  The total
gross personal income in 1990 was $88.3 million, or an average of $18,408
per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 609 126,031 19 15,385 1,449 4,225 21,159 NA 81,922
1940 886 136,748 31 22,158 1,519 33,768 NA NA NA
1945 512 101,659 33 13,213 3,717 1,177 22,077 NA 60,349
1950 472 105,509 34 10,294 2,139 8,188 17,599 NA 64,362
1954 443 107,250 58 11,030 834 5,591 19,706 NA 68,570
1959 314 84,572 101 8,390 622 7,401 16,640 NA 49,107
1964 209 85,857 83 8,294 1,015 9,170 8,884 4,565 33,719
1969 189 73,962 165 7,330 908 14,437 8,066 5,589 26,373
1974 2/ 153 65,440 382 6,433 286 14,649 7,948 5,530 20,398
1978 145 59,617 499 7,389 674 10,975 8,760 5,213 24,544
1982 138 59,832 603 8,500 729  9,227 10,638 3,504 24,454
1987 135 53,523 870 7,240 1,000 10,091 6,455 2,683 24,329
1992 119 47,010 990 6,103 1,003 7,925 6,376 2,406 21,335
1997 129 58,271 1,333 9,068 934 10,837 10,959 3,411 21,046
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees Total

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees Total

1935 364 1,290 18,972 20,262 113 623 1,145 1,768
1940 497 NA NA 16,909 229 NA NA 2,936
1945 344 NA NA 11,839 142 NA NA 1,130
1950 276 526 6,549 7,075 121 259 720 979
1954* 86 82 3,042 3,124 42 36 397 433
1959* 37 404 1,367 1,771 15 79 115 194
1964* 24 43 717 760 12 34 57 91
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 8 (D) (D) 1,414 NA NA NA NA
1987 7 (D) (D) 670 5 (D) (D) 29
1992 8 (D) (D) 493 3 (D) (D) (D)
1997 5 80 1,201 1,281 3 (D) (D) 24

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 410 36,812 17 455 NA NA
1950 2/ 146 118,816 15 243 NA NA
1954 3/ 11 147,935 36 17,596 NA NA
1959 3/ 8 103,916 17 54,318 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 4 56,300 11 53,836 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 1 (D) ---- ----
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 3 37
1978 5/ 1 (D) 1 (D) 1 (D)
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 2 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1992 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers
and other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.   ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 3,710 25.7 95,449 2,187 13.8 30,196
1940 4,192 30.4 127,453 1,991 17.2 34,172
1945 2,622 27.0 70,840 1,021 15.6 15,886
1950 1,475 44.5 65,649 599 17.4 10,415
1954 1,134 53.0 60,119 470 19.0 8,927
1959 2/ 887 63.8 56,588 131 19.6 2,574
1964 431 67.6 29,154 47 26.0 1,220
1969 416 91.3 37,993 41 39.3 1,610
1974 482 67.7 32,630 (D) (D) (D)
1978 580 76.2 44,187 NA NA NA
1982 598 103.3 61,744 (D) (D) (D)
1987 420 61.1 25,653 (D) (D) (D)
1992 129 68.9 8,886 (D) (D) (D)
1997 213 94.3 20,080 (D) (D) (D)

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 26 439 11,391 103 31,931 232 2,615 267 14,432 4 262
1940 25 1,324 39,310 293 7,899 129 1,755 219 24,692 5 389
1945 5 689 14,889 214 6,333 58 540 188 15,664 NA 14
1950 7 435 10,306 204 4,513 20 408 82 9,878 NA 66
1954 7 419 16,434 94 3,137 5 92 61 9,548 NA 198
1959 3 361 14,134 104 3,487 5 100 16 27 NA 23
1964 6 173 5,422 80 3,243 NA NA 10 1,108 1 123
1969 4 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 4 NA NA NA NA NA NA 82 4,299 NA NA
1978 4 (D) (D) NA   NA (D) (D) 4 329 NA NA
1982 NA 42 2,300 NA NA NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1987 3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 6 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/
Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons

1935 7,410 27 35 5,185 3,241 50 42
1940 11,845 26 51 3,500 3,593 157 194
1945 7,624 52 101 6,556 7,053 8 8
1950 7,110 188 374 5,389 7,741 42 47
1954 8,538 411 986 5,671 7,295 159 204
1959 6,635 662 1,725 4,626 6,154 74 95
1964 6,880 673 1,289 4,957 4,490 215 240
1969 5,683 NA    NA NA    NA NA NA
1974 5,267 NA    NA    NA    NA NA NA
1978 6,166 604 1,097 4,682 5,973 92 94
1982 7,461 842 1,657 5,343 7,435 (D) (D)
1987 6,480 730 1,156 4,805 7,926 NA NA
1992 5,763 844 1,226 3,041 4,571 NA NA
1997 8,732 687 (D) 6,540 10,102 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for
hay.  3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

BATH


