LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

All Cattle Milk Cows Hogs Stock
YEAR (including (2 years and and Sheep and

milk cows) older) 1/ Pigs 2/ Lambs
1935 7,538 NA 3,092 8,140
1940 7,525 NA 3,196 7,245
1945 9,969 NA 3,245 6,625
1950 13,267 3,509 5,131 10,378
1954 12,335 3,408 3,657 6,103
1959 11,870 3,104 4,226 6,241
1964 12,694 2,343 2,747 5,145
1969 12,658 1,938 1,396 4,198
1974 17,329 1,738 1,912 4,374
1978 14,717 1,316 1,975 3,376
1982 15,955 1,710 1,425 3,354
1987 13,674 1,333 338 2,141
1992 14,361 1,080 118 1,154
1997 16,601 815 88 891

1/ "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970. 2/ Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December. NA Not available.

FARM INCOME AND SALES

1997 | 1992 1987
Number of farms: 346 339 327
Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 383 364 124
Grains (D) (D) (D)
Tobacco 102 272 84
Field seeds, hay,
forage, and silage 137 64 26
Other field crops (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn

and melons - (D) -—--
Fruits, nuts and berries - -—---
Nursery and
greenhouse products - -
Forest Products Sold 65 170 25
Livestock, Poultry and

Products Sold 5,793 5,405 4,632
Poultry and products (D) (D)
Dairy products 1,628 (D) 1,898
Cattle and calves 4,110 3,335 2,589
Hogs and pigs (D) 14 39
Sheep, lambs and wool 35 37 85
Other livestock and
products 20 (D) (D)
Total income from sales: 6,176 5,769 4,756

Custom work and other
agricultural services: 28 2 (D)

(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

Size of Farm (Acres)

YEAR 50-179 | 180-499 | 500- |_1,000-1,999 All
1-9 | 10-49 [50-174 1/ 175-499 1/] 999 [ 1.000-Qver1/ | 2,000+ | Farms
1974 5 49 140 117 30 17 3 361
1978 12 47 150 111 25 16 2 363
1982 13 50 145 106 24 16 1 354
1987 9 52 134 95 21 16 1 327
1992 9 61 133 95 28 13 2 339
1997 13 62 145 86 29 11 346
1/ Applies to 1997. ---- Represents zero.
OPERATORS’ OCCUPATION AND AGE
| 1082 | 1987 | 1992 | 1997
Operators by principal occupation:
Farming ..................... 170 149 165 160
Other ....... ... ... ... ... ... .. 184 178 174 186
Operators by age group:
Under25years ................ 2 3 3 4
25to34years ........ .. 22 22 11 29
35tod4years ................ 65 51 48 44
45to54years .......... ... 82 79 89 82
55to64years ................ NA 78 79 90
65yearsandover ............. NA 94 109 97
Average Age . ................ 55 56 57 56

NA Not available.
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Bland County is situated in the southern part of the Great
Valley of Virginia and lies on the border of West Virginia. Formed in
1861 from parts of Wythe, Giles, and Tazewell counties, Bland was
named in honor of Richard Bland, one of the most eminent
statesmen of the Revolutionary period.

In 1997, there were 83,387 acres in farms in Bland County,
covering 36 percent of the county's 229,551 acre area. According to
the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 346 farms, each
averaging 241 acres in size and worth an average of $217,730,
including land and buildings. As in most areas of Virginia, the
number of farms in Bland has been steadily dropping over the
decades from the 1939 high of 918 farms. However, this decline
seems to be leveling off.

Ridges of the Alleghany Mountains extend across the county
in a northeast and southwest direction, with broad valleys between
the ridges. Elevations range from 2,000 feet along the streams to
nearly 4,500 feet on the mountain peaks. Inthe valley, temperatures
average about 33 degrees in January and 67 in July. The frost-free
growing season averages 160 days and extends between May 1 and
October 10. Annual precipitation averages 40 inches.

Agriculture is an integral part of the county’s economy, and
in 1997, more than 94 percent of the value of all farm products sold
in Bland came from livestock, poultry and livestock products. While
sheep far outnumbered cattle in 1935, there are now more than five
times as many cows as sheep in the county, and cattle account for
a substantial portion of farm receipts.

In 1990, the estimated population of Bland was 6,514. The
total gross personal income in that year was $825.6 million, or an
average of $12,674 per capita. The town of Bland is the county seat.




FARM DATA & LAND USE CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

Avg. Value LAND USE CORN WHEAT TOBACCO
Number Land Per Acre Cropland Other Woodland YEAR Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production
YEAR of in F°’.'-?“d Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Pounds Pounds
Farms Farms | & Buildings Harvested Other Pasture | Pasturel/ | pasture | Not Pastured 1935 1/ 5351 303 161,895 3,004 12.4 38,478 26 14432 37,522
Number Acres Dollars -Acres- 1940 5,893 425 250,695 3,093 13.6 41,922 28 1,595.8 44,683
1935 851 129,445 24 17,822 718 22,366 21,053 NA 64,254 1945 5,084 405 205,751 2,396 18.3 43,924 41 1,388.4 56,924
1940 918 121,833 38 19,231 2,481 20,090 NA NA NA 1950 3,944 48.8 192,386 2,194 16.5 36,232 34 1,549.5 52,683
1945 840 126,298 38 19,701 115 2,935 44,796 NA 57,182 1954 2,810 50.6 142,180 1,238 17.9 22,208 42 1,514.0 63,590
1950 787 125,072 58 17,413 702 5,249 43,176 NA 55,427 1959 2/ 2,075 53.0 109,878 774 211 16,364 34 1,977.2 67,226
1954 728 117,863 66 15,531 631 2,314 42,384 NA 54,667 1964 1,266 60.0 75,965 501 26.9 13,462 42 1,566.1 65,777
1959 552 110,897 1 14,565 362 5624 32,496 NA 55,054 1969 1,026 77.0 79,005 384 33.0 12,679 36 2,240.0 80,640
1964 514 106,425 98 13,584 864 4,131 21,638 8,673 18,346 1974 779 700 54,528 283 353 9.995 5 1785.0 80,325
1969 465 95,576 124 11,124 2,226 14,518 16,736 13,436 13,568 1978 712 871 62,020 177 281 4970 55 1664.1 91524
1974 2/ 361 91,141 248 11,138 1,146 17,169 18,839 6,508 23,171 1982 978 041 92,068 70 33.0 2,310 80 17602 140,812
1978 363 92,099 479 11,661 570 16,147 21,593 12,061 25,385 1987 334 78.1 26,070 61 29.2 1,780 41 1,823.4 74,760
1982 354 86,720 671 11,463 634 16,741 17,007 9,375 26,680 1992 233 88.4 20,603 (D) (D) (D) 128 1,480.1 189,457
1987 327 80,349 601 10,998 1,173 13,100 18,139 8,856 23,605 1997 139 83.2 11,568 (D) (D) (D) 41 1,841.0 75,847
1992 339 81,768 677 10,249 955 13,106 17,849 10,453 26,745 - - n - - n - — — " —
1997 346 83.387 862 12.410 1,107 14.483 20.550 7,360 24.324 %mﬁ\glcom (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54. 2/ For grain only, 1959-92. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual
1/ Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census.
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,50(g)l and %verA gg/ Beginning with 1%64, agricultural opegrations under individugll management Withpannual sales of $1,000 or more. rglA Not Av%ilable CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION
Vegetables Oats Threshed Barley Threshed Rye Threshed or
APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS YEAR for sale 1/ or Combined 2/ or Combined 2/ Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes
APPLES PEACHES Acreage Acreage | Bushels ] Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels JAcreage| Bushels
YEAR No. Farms Non-bearing Bearing Total No. Farms Non-bearing Bearing Total 1935 13 269 5,960 26 422 190 1,920 134 11,079 1 72
Reporting Trees Trees Reporting Trees Trees 1940 9 292 8,728 119 2,707 129 1,843 208 15,070 NA NA
1935 612 1,577 29,929 31,506 237 488 2,895 3,383 1945 26 390 9,398 241 7,344 252 3,944 156 16,775 5 427
1940 315 NA NA 12,843 80 NA NA 1,295 1950 5 331 8,773 198 5,210 141 2,936 85 11,223 NA 88
1945 596 NA NA 24,019 97 NA NA 706 1954 23 539 19,780 167 6,005 34 551 50 10,262 1 504
1950 481 1,993 12,524 14,517 167 316 853 1,169 1959 28 457 17,367 107 3,754 55 1,325 52 4,736 2 199
1954* 125 482 4,145 4,627 34 100 263 363 1964 3 290 11,639 61 2,185 110 2,036 27 2,950 1 164
1959+ 91 506 2,674 3,180 18 535 53 588 1969 37 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1964* 11 355 2933 3.288 40 27 507 534 1974 28 NA NA NA NA NA NA 51 5,184 NA NA
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1978 NA 58 2,602 NA NA (D) (D) 17 2,036 NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1982 9 32 1,874 NA NA NA NA 31 3,044 NA NA
1978 7/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1987 NA 41 1,575 NA NA NA NA 15 1,006 NA NA
1082 5 ©) ©) 103 NA NA NA NA 1992 NA 60 2,244 NA NA NA NA 10 1,458 NA NA
1987 4 27 72 99 NA NA NA NA 1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1/ Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes. 2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 3/ Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

* Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines. 1/ Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.

2/ Data for all farms. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

POULTRY SALES VEAR All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age Acreage Acreage I Tons Acreage I Tons Acreage I Tons

YEAR 1935 6,937 16 27 6,400 3,928 93 55
Number of Farms | Number Sold Number of Farms | Number Sold Number of Farms | Number Sold 1940 7943 55 104 7.401 7128 134 135

1945 735 72,508 121 3,755 NA NA 1945 9,313 118 245 8,980 8,383 89 113
1950 2/ 356 16,601 120 3,823 NA NA 1950 9,461 454 1,143 8,165 9,705 318 342
1954 3/ 1 1,000 85 2,442 NA NA 1954 9,950 1,251 2,644 7,019 8,324 967 1,302
1959 3/ 43 761 NA NA 1959 10,297 2,808 5,819 5,904 7,099 547 748
1964 3/ 4/ 22 213 NA NA 1964 9,909 1,656 3,509 6,793 6,766 736 1,185
1969 4/ 2 12 9 1,107 1969 7,704 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 5/ 6/ 2 ()] NA NA 1 1,971 1974 8,296 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 5/ 1 (D) 5 (D) 1978 8,882 862 2,122 6,978 11,203 421 744
1982 5 29 6 1,090 1982 8,717 1,443 2,878 6,233 11,073 172 355
1987 1 (D) 1 (D) 3 (D) 1987 9,075 1,384 2,733 6,569 9,865 263 373
1992 1992 8,740 2,125 4,590 5,254 8,952 340 725
1997 1997 11,161 1,707 4,018 8,164 13,773 562 867

1/ 1945 Chickens raised. Turkeys raised. 2/ 1950 Chickens sold. Turkeys raised. 3/ 1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised. 4/ 1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old. 1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over. 5/ 1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold. 6/ 1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms. ---- Represents zero. NA Not available.

1/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over. Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms. Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay.
3/ Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms. NA Not available.
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