LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1 NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP
All Cattle Milk Cows Hogs Stock Size of Farm (Acres) B O I E I O l ’ R I
YEAR

(including (2 years and and Sheep and YEAR 50-179 | 180-499 | s500- |_1.000-1,999 Al
milk cows) olden 1/ Pigs 2/ Lambs 1-9 | 1049 [|s0.174 3/ ]a75-499 /] 999 |1,000-Over /] 2,000+ | Farms
1935 10,822 NA 3,333 2,028 1974 13 104 284 123 38 8 2 572 ( :O U N TY .
1940 11,531 NA 3,492 1,129 1978 23 92 281 110 38 3 2 549 . "0 *""‘b‘
1945 13,228 NA 3,334 1,138 1982 19 132 280 118 33 4 1 586 U.S. Census of Agriculture ’w" .m‘}}% .
1950 16,446 5,781 4,673 1,663 1987 22 119 234 124 27 6 2 532 . * '}&*ﬁ.ﬁ‘%
1954 20,103 4,939 4,371 1,920 1992 18 128 210 118 29 9 2 512 -v«‘-%%
1959 18,588 3,577 3,813 2,821 1997 24 112 214 115 28 12 505 . ' L ‘,’
1964 17,369 2,455 1,732 1,589 1/ Applies to 1997. ---- Represents zero. .
1969 20,290 2,777 1,946 1,311
1974 25,164 2,347 1,309 817 OPERATORS’ OCCUPATION AND AGE - —
1978 21,380 2,305 1,283 444 [ 1982 | 1987 | 1992 | 1997 Located in the central part of the Great Valley of Virginia, Botetourt
1982 23,608 2,313 1,114 458 County was formed in 1770 from Augusta and named in honor of Lord
1987 22,354 2,299 638 204 i fan: Botetourt, governor of the colonies in 1768. The county is bordered by the
Operators by principal occupation: “h _ o
1992 24,284 2.021 940 694 Blue Ridge Mountains on the east and the Alleghany Mountains on the west.
1997 23,087 1,803 614 746 )
— - —— — - Farming ..................... 232 215 211 219
1/ "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970. 2/ Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December. NA Not available. Other ........ ... ........... 301 317 354 286 ) .
In 1997, the land in farms in Botetourt amounted to 90,502 acres,
FARM INCOME AND SALES Operators by age group: which is 26 percent of the total county area of 347,327 acres. According to
1997 [ 1992 1987 the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 505 farms in the county
Under25years................ 11 3 averaging 179 acres each in size and valued at an average of $332,893
Number of farms: 505 512 532 25to34years ................ ar 39 34 18 each, including land and buildings.
35tod4years ................ 99 89 85 80
Farm income and sales: 45t054years ... 121 112 115 118 The topography of the county varies widely. The central part of
-Thousand Dollars- 55to64years ................ NA 127 122 123 . : . : :
Botetourt consists of a rolling, hilly valley with an average elevation of 1,000
65yearsandover ............. NA 162 156 166 . . :
Crops Sold 1,522 2,002 1,917 AVerage Age ................. 54 56 56 58 feet. In the eastern and western parts are rugged mountains with elevations
Grains (D) 115 35 NA Not available. —— Represents zero. up to 3,7OQ feet. As the county |nclude_s a full 253,_975 acres of woodland,
Tobacco much of this land is forested and unsuited for farming. The Jefferson and
Field seeds, hay, George Washington National Forests include 69,790 acres of woods and the
forage, and silage 334 318 102 . . . . .
Other field Blue Ridge Parkway 1,306 acres, with the remainder in other public lands
crops e (D) (D) that include part of the Roanoke watershed.
Vegetables, sweet corn .
and melons (D) (D) 61 /B .
Fruits, nuts and berries 984 1417 1611 _ Data from the weather station at Buchanan show that temperatures
Nursery and o in the area average 37 degrees in January and 76 degrees in July. The
greenhouse products 99 95 (D) frost-free growing season averages 170 days, typically falling between April
Forest Products Sold 154 142 26 27 and October 14. Annual precipitation averages 42 inches, with only 2.75
inches in January and over 4 inches each in July and August.
Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 8,016 9,263 8,716 istri : . . . . . . .
Poultry and products ©) ©) Virainia A rﬁ'j&t?:r%‘g?’s'ﬂcs Service Agriculture, including allied businesses and processing plants, is
Dairy products (D) (D) 4,688 9 9 P.O. Box 1659 the mainstay of Botetourt’'s economy. In 1997, income from farm products
Cattle and calves 3,666 4,433 3,289 Richmond, VA 23218-1659 sold totaled a little over $9.5 million. Farming in the area centers mostly on
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 77 Ph 804) 7712493 livestock, poultry and poultry products made up 84 percent of the total
Sheep, lambs and wool ©) 26 (D) one (804) 771- income from sales. Sales of apple and peach crops contributed another 10
Other livestock and FAX Number (804) 771-2651 ercent of this total. While much of the manufacturing in the area is
products 174 (D) 149 http://www.nass.usda.gov/va per ) . . ) 9
Steven Manheimer, State Statistician agrlcultural_ly related, other |ndustry_ |n_cludes women’s apparel, sportswear,
Total income from sales: 9,537 11,264 10,633 cement, brick, rubber products, printing, saw milling, and lumbering. The
nearby city of Roanoke provides a market for much of Botetourt's production.
Custom work and other
agr'cunu.ral = 109 201 a4 Fincastle is the county seat. In 1990, the estimated population of
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. Rev. 1999 .
- Represents zero. Botetourt was 24,992. The total gross personal income that year was $436.4

million, or an average of $17,462 per capita.




FARM DATA & LAND USE CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

Avg. Value LAND USE CORN WHEAT

Number Land Per Acre Cropland Other Woodland YEAR Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production
YEAR of n For Land Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels

Farms Farms & Buildings Harvested Other Pasture Pasture 1/ | Ppasture | Not Pastured TR o 55 46,067 5% 06 T3735

Number Acres Dollars -Acres- 1940 8,516 285 242,769 5173 13.4 69,299
1935 1,749 172,219 41 37,439 4,295 46,880 13,176 NA 64,011 1945 6,361 26.9 171,050 4,366 17.5 76,266
1940 1,700 169,040 48 37,797 5,682 43,837 NA NA NA 1950 3766 426 160,525 3,087 19.3 59,670
1945 1,443 161,407 60 33,682 4,537 10,344 47,160 NA 61,246 1954 3.464 45.2 156,562 1,633 217 35,365
1950 1,339 164,800 82 30,214 8,434 22,158 33,555 NA 57,409 1959 2/ 2558 50.5 129.116 1157 25.1 28.984
1954 1,264 156,789 177 28,938 4,484 11,261 43,209 NA 63,415 1964 1.439 51.7 74.387 677 31.0 21.016
1959 889 132,717 139 20,827 6,340 11,562 38,950 NA 48,579 1969 1461 76.2 111,260 261 400 14.431
1964 688 123,835 146 18,967 3,415 13,023 18,189 8,973 19,560 1974 2,302 842 193,864 502 36.1 18132
1969 631 112,962 246 17,452 3,168 23,813 19,493 10,019 11,188 1978 2122 o18 194817 170 323 5485
1974 2/ 572 110,512 493 18,544 1,496 24,576 16,355 8,583 17,690 1982 2023 86.7 175373 24 231 0798
1978 549 101,284 754 19,237 1,479 21,382 16,726 16,707 22,508 1987 1106 53.8 59.508 181 432 7820
1982 586 97,835 1,007 19,193 976 26,067 15,954 11,480 21,633 1992 1084 1025 111,154 163 261 7520
1987 532 97,523 1,070 19,397 2,081 18,987 18,978 10,975 23,325 1867 883 96.1 84825 173 184 8,365
1883 gég ggggg ]1_’;38 ;g'ggg i;‘gg i;’gég ig'gi; 1323; ig'ggi 1/ All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54. 2/ For grain only, 1959-92.

1/ Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census.

Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

$2,500 and over. 2/ Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more. NA Not Available. Vegetables Oats Threshed Barley Threshed Rye Threshed or
APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS YEAR for sale 1/ or Combined 2/ or Combined 2/ Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes
Acreage Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels JAcreage| Bushels
APPLES PEACHES 1935 1,072 382 5,848 968 16,493 133 1,254 359 24,418 42 3,452
YEAR No. Farms | Non-bearing Bearing Total No. Farms | Non-bearing Bearing Total 1940 593 675 13,785 1,341 35,220 243 3,547 359 23,115 28 1,765
Reporting Trees Trees Reporting Trees Trees 1945 470 534 12,565 1,214 35,490 200 2,778 213 17,372 22 1,023
1935 866 22,224 155,462 177,686 334 20,041 39,390 59,431 1950 150 444 9,603 1,675 47,166 28 640 123 15,892 1 953
1940 1,222 30,825 121,342 152,167 698 41,421 50,621 102,042 1954 138 1,106 42,002 1,405 53,433 26 479 58 9,667 NA 804
1945 567 NA NA 126,176 261 NA NA 80,467 1959 90 567 21,732 1,167 45,750 37 1,023 23 3,789 NA 469
1950 499 23,339 123,746 147,085 235 12,434 65,439 77,873 1964 55 261 9,883 756 35,950 30 836 16 4,708 NA 76
1954* 188 20,143 117,020 137,163 90 4,413 57,226 61,639 1969 106 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959* 79 12,170 42,760 54,930 43 6,155 37,415 43,570 1974 102 NA NA NA NA NA NA 21 1,725 1 38
1964* 50 17,228 59,335 76,563 24 2,907 30,463 33,370 1978 61 85 3,275 347 14,615 (D) (D) 6 754 NA NA
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1982 144 26 980 49 2,020 NA NA 6 574 NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1987 59 NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 172 NA NA
1978 2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1992 49 NA NA NA NA NA NA 3 322 NA NA
1982 14 8,047 40,051 48,098 10 915 11,820 12,735 1997 44 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 20 6,802 58,249 65,051 13 () (D) 10,862 1/ Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes. 2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.
1992 22 6,228 50,961 57,189 17 466 6,869 7,335 3/ Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
1997 12 (D) (D) 67,664 11 183 1,973 2,156

* Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines. 1/ Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

2/ Data for all farms. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. Al Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/
YEAR
POULTRY SALES Acreage Acreage |  Tons Acreage | Tons Acreage | Tons
VEAR Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age 1935 12,346 2,633 3,681 7,811 5,723 212 148
Number of Farms | Number Sold Number of Farms | Number Sold Number of Farms | Number Sold igjg ii’%ig S'igg j'ggg g’gég 3’32; 411(13471 i;?
igg?} %; l'igg igé'égg 4312 i'gig Ei m: 1950 15,745 4,704 10,696 9,278 10,898 221 250
1954 §/ 28 979'721 74 72’678 NA NA 1954 17,066 5,205 10,902 7,740 7,625 1,653 1,738
1959 5/ 28 1 464’375 22 1561 NA NA 1959 12,098 6,486 15,103 3,132 3,490 814 1,239
= ’ ! 1964 12,092 5,610 9,829 3,193 3,150 1,176 1,297
1964 3/ 4/ 6 579,025 7 466 NA NA 1969 11.303 NA NA NA NA NA NA
ig?i ‘g‘; o ;’ 31'2%0 NA NA ig 8’45[’)9 1974 11,412 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 E/ = 1 (D) 5 D 7 (D) 1978 13,480 3,365 9,058 7,252 10,870 704 1,342
= C) 1 (D) 4 (D) 1982 14,163 4,156 11,677 7,693 11,319 929 1,755
1982 (©) (©) 1087 15,149 3,623 8,203 8,388 12,448 839 2,053
1987 2 ©) 2 (©) 2 (0) 1992 15,461 4,463 10,639 7,625 12,509 687 1,630
1992 2 () 3 () 1997 17,107 2,557 7,921 12,093 21,485 795 1,389
a9 & (D) 4 (D) 1/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of

1/ 1945 Chickens raised. Turkeys raised. 2/ 1950 Chickens sold. Turkeys raised. 3/ 1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised. 4/ 1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old. 1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over. 5/ 1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold. 6/ 1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms. ---- Represents zero. NA Not available.

agricultural products of $2,500 and over. Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms. Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay.
3/ Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms. NA Not available.

BOTETOURT



