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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 5,582 NA 4,121 502
1940 4,000 NA 2,909 349
1945 4,706 NA 6,507 443
1950 4,581 1,978 5,634 583
1954 5,387 1,446 4,486 529
1959 5,076 1,394 3,788 662
1964 4,699 1,387 2,391 416
1969 3,617 1,069 4,340  56
1974 2,552 185 1,281 229
1978 1,694 80 1,200 202
1982 1,979 67 961 164
1987 1,841 (D) 797 353
1992 1,175 (D) 444 282
1997 1,967 ---- 292 84

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 159 145 169

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 5,040 4,392 2,107
Grains 447 697 373
Tobacco (D) 689 682
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 46 (D) 45
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 393 379 148
Fruits, nuts and berries 97 (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products 3,386 2,344 (D)
Forest Products Sold 58 81 283

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 3,262 2,390 2,917

Poultry and products 2,926 2,175 1,836
Dairy products ---- ---- ----
Cattle and calves 146 91 1,002
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 58
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products (D) 112 (D)

Total income from sales: 8,302 6,782 5,024

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 11 42 10

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.  

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 15 80 88 29 17 2 ---- 231
1978 23 68 77 24 7 1 ---- 200
1982 25 102 79 27 6 1 ---- 240
1987 20 61 52 30 5 1 ---- 169
1992 19 58 39 20 8 1 ---- 145

1997 26 50 59 12 9 3 ---- 159
1/ Applies to 1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 64 50 52
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159 105 95 107

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 ---- ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 10 10 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 29 23 23
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 41 45 39
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 50 25 41
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 38 42 49
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 55 55 57
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.
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CHESTERFIELD
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Chesterfield County is situated in the east-central part of Virginia.
Formed in 1748 from part of Henrico, the county is named in honor of Philip
Dormer Stanhope, the celebrated Lord Chesterfield.  Chesterfield County is
the former home of both John Randolph and Patrick Henry.

In 1997, Chesterfield land in farms totaled 20,151 acres, or about
7 percent of the county's area of 272,453 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 159 farms in the area, each  averaging
127 acres each in size and worth an average of $373,846, including land and
buildings.  The continued rapid growth of south Richmond, the Colonial
Heights area, and other suburban areas has placed heavy pressure on
farmlands for use in urban development.  Consequently, the importance of
agriculture in the county has declined sharply.

The land in Chesterfield is level to gently rolling, with some steep
banks along streams that flow into the James and Appomattox Rivers along
the northern, southern, and eastern boundaries.  Elevations range from
about 20 feet to 360 feet.  Temperatures average 38 degrees in January and
78 in July, with a frost-free growing season of about 200 days, usually
extending from April 10 to October 25.  Annual precipitation averages  42
inches.

In 1997, income from farm products sold in Chesterfield totaled $8.3
million, 22 percent more than 1992.  Income from livestock, poultry, and their
products accounted for about 39 percent of this total and crops 61 percent.
Nursery and greenhouse products contribute significantly to Chesterfield’s
economy, accounting for $3.4 million in farm income.

Over half of Chesterfield is heavily wooded, and more than 10,000
acres of forest land are on farms.  Commercial forests in the county supply
large quantities of lumber and pulpwood.

 In 1990, the estimated population of Chesterfield jumped to
209,564.  The total gross personal income that year was $4.2 billion, or an
average of $19,920 per capita.

The county seat is at Chesterfield.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,407 152,024 53 26,032 18,352 6,578 3,810 NA 91,477
1940 1,717 123,187 60 21,108 10,791 6,131 NA NA NA
1945 2,255 116,071 94 22,422 9,819 1,613 6,915 NA 71,990
1950 1,422 101,931 105 15,757 10,131 4,446 4,100 NA 62,391
1954 913 78,783 150 14,558 4,100 5,165 2,976 NA 48,905
1959 533 70,953 259 13,975 3,661 3,919 4,963 NA 41,703
1964 417 56,840 260 10,550 3,820 4,277 2,087 2,153 15,388
1969 211 31,851 502 7,879 1,841 2,534 906 874 7,565
1974 2/ 231 34,155 1,035 8,277 1,435 4,191 1,202 1,645 7,601
1978 200 23,508 1,303 8,330 1,326 1,993 249 1,901 8,539
1982 240 23,352 2,207 7,162 1,024 2,174 711 887 9,762
1987 169 20,168 1,711 6,203 1,176 2,143 1,250 1,639 6,226
1992 145 17,392 2,308 5,569 1,153 2,198 232 1,310 5,877
1997 159 20,151 2,952 6,472 1,273 2,639 1,078 869 6,920
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,878 373,236 71 5,411 NA NA
1950 2/ 345 142,976 62 2,811 NA NA
1954 3/ 18 304,183 53 12,038 NA NA
1959 3/ 6 131,500 20 3,120 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 4 159,986 7 935 NA NA
1969 4/ 3 234,935 2 1,600 10 11,092
1974 5/ 6/ 3 554,000 1 NA 11 50,426
1978 5/ 3 (D) NA ---- 6 (D)
1982 5 1,116,600 ---- (D) 10 (D)
1987 4 1,321,525 3 46 2 (D)
1992 4 1,557,078 ---- ---- 2 (D)

1997 5 1,624,600 1 (D) 3 65
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/  1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.    ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 10,397 19.7 205,284 1,894 12.4 23,474 2,035 NA NA
1940 7,194 21.2 152,818 1,153 14.2 16,350 NA NA 1,160
1945 7,075 21.2 149,903 1,738 18.7 32,465 NA NA 4,182
1950 4,360 31.4 136,858 1,483 18.0 26,764 539 16.6 8,957
1954 2,400 22.0 52,700 1,521 24.0 36,492 803 9.2 7,409
1959 2/ 2,067 37.9 78,266 1,385 20.6 28,580 2,047 15.2 31,148
1964 1,702 57.2 97,315 666 24.3 16,164 1,700 18.9 32,120
1969 1,204 67.2 80,945 795 33.4 26,525 1,573 22.4 35,228
1974 954 55.7 53,119 1,343 36.4 48,881 2,848 26.2 74,674
1978 802 67.1 53,829 464 27.5 12,756 3,611 22.8 82,149
1982 816 86.1 70,232 1,283 39.4 50,530 3,229 29.8 96,264
1987 527 36.3 19,145 1,249 38.5 48,125 2,795 20.3 56,809
1992 611 133.6 81,652 867 62.2 53,898 2,073 33.0 68,469
1997 393 66.1 25,995 690 67.8 46,771 1,878 23.6 44,277

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO PEANUTS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds
1935 214 824.4 176,423 611 NA NA

1940 591 786.8 465,017 428 720.0 308,178

1945 374 1,125.2 420,822 179 594.8 106,476

1950 374 1,070.1 400,205 79 694.3 54,852

1954 438 1,283.0 561,935 51 412.1 21,018

1959 323 1,779.7 574,854 42 859.9 36,114

1964 281 2,130.1 598,565 28 1,036.2 29,014

1969 150 1,917.6 287,635 22 1,682.7 37,020

1974 230 2,022.9 465,262 NA NA NA

1978 191 2,331.9 445,385 NA NA NA

1982 266 2,229.4 593,019 NA NA NA

1987 241 2,179.5 525,255 NA NA NA

1992 134 2,574.4 344,963 NA NA NA

1997 144 3,222.9 464,100 2 (D) (D)

NA  Not available.  (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 663 281 5,394 391 7,334 213 2,260 499 42,643 455 53,451
1940 284 511 9,540 352 7,398 125 1,295 250 17,174 266 36,839
1945 773 334 9,127 300 9,028 164 1,611 25 20,034 244 34,671
1950 132 469 12,423 422 11,633 69 668 96 15,103 122 18,685
1954 128 1,105 44,645 519 20,719 250 4,685 26 4,993 95 12,183
1959 141 845 27,363 673 24,975 297 5,940 15 1,412 65 9,764
1964 60 213 7,467 438 17,861 154 2,924 9 1,361 49 6,406
1969 64 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 84 NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 245 8 1,004
1978 49 141 4,725 208 9,156 (D) (D) NA 52 (D) 434
1982 42 161 6,173 88 3,318 NA NA NA NA 2 352
1987 90 83 4,886 67 3,760 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 86 43 2,620 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA (D) (D)
1997 166 64 3,432 NA NA 56 2,234 NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 8,490 826 1,632 823 1,043 1,313 1,323
1940 8,123 351 718 3,265 3,893 858 912
1945 8,935 301 589 4,623 5,978 357 403
1950 5,643 632 1,485 3,198 4,189 501 484
1954 5,629 592 1,027 2,603 2,505 1,367 1,499
1959 4,511 450 785 2,749 3,722 481 541
1964 3,578 438 876 2,054 2,590 370 442
1969 1,805 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 2,029 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 2,385 84 129 1,859 3,618 229 530
1982 1,768 69 216 1,440 2,503 105 79
1987 1,860 (D) (D) 1,152 1,592 247 570
1992 1,713 178 226 1,327 2,037 130 209
1997 2,417 NA NA 1,808 2,291 117 213

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

CHESTERFIELD


