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Operator Characteristics Quantity

Principal operators by primary occupation:
  Farming
  Other

Principal operators by sex:
  Male
  Female

Average age of principal operator (years)

All operators  by race:5

  White
  Black or African American
  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
  Asian
  More than one race

All operators  of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin5

373
347

573
147

56.7

1,101
3
-

 3
-

 1

-
Footnotes: 1/ Universe is number of counties in state or U .S. with items.  2/ Beginning with 1997, data includes
an adjustment for undercoverage.   3/Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for
“cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census.  Acreage beginning with
1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms w ith sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  4/ Beginning with 1974, agricultural operations under individual
management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.   NA Not Available. (D) Cannot be disclosed. (Z) Less than
½  of the unit shown.  See “Census of Agriculture, Vol. 1, Geographic Series”  for complete footnotes.
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FREDERICK
COUNTY
2002 U.S. Census of Agriculture

Frederick County is located in the northern end of the Great Valley
of Virginia, and is the farthest north of any county in the state.  Formed from
part of Orange in 1738, the county was named in honor of Frederick, Prince
of Wales and son of King George II.

 
The Little North Mountain divides Frederick into two distinct

agricultural sections.  The valley section of the county is roughly 10 miles
wide and  20 miles long and has a general elevation of 600 to 800 feet.  To
the west, the county consists of the mountains, ridges, and valleys of the
Appalachian system with altitudes  ranging from 1,000 feet  up to 2,900 feet
in height. More than half of the county is forested, and part of the George
Washington National Forest is located in the county.  Temperatures in the
area average  30 degrees in January and 75 in July.  The frost-free growing
season lasts for about 185 days, usually extending between April 18 and
October 17.   Annual precipitation averages 37 inches, with the heaviest
rainfall occurring during June, July, and August. 

Highlights 2002 1997

Number of Farms 720 701

Land in Farms (acres) 112,675 109,186

Average size of farm 156 156

Market Value of Production

     County Total  $21,642,000 $21,025,000

    Average per farm  $36,059 $29,993

Government Payments $609,000 $131,000

 
 
 

FARMS
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Ranked Items among the 98 state counties and 3,078 US Counties, 2002

Commodity Quantity State Rank Universe 1/ US Rank Universe 1/

VALUE OF SALES BY COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000)

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, and dry peas
Tobacco
Cotton and cottonseed
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, and sweet potatoes
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries
Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, and sod
Cut Christmas trees and short rotation woody crops
Other crops and hay
Poultry and eggs
Cattle and calves
Milk and other dairy products from cows
Hogs and pigs
Sheep, goats, and their products
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, and donkeys
Aquaculture
Other animals and other animal products

TOP LIVESTOCK INVENTORY ITEMS (number)

Cattle and calves
Hogs and pigs
Horses and ponies
Sheep and lambs
Layers 20 weeks old and older

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres)

Forage - land used for all hay and haylage, grass silage, and greenchop
Apples
Corn for grain
Corn for silage
All Wheat for grain

502
 -
 -

305
9,472
2,839

27
1,351

20
4,763
1,442

(D)
(D)
254

 -
34

20,113
(D)

1,388
1,260
1,225

25,530
7,442
2,116
1,138

520

47
 -
 -

27
1

21
40
15
43
34
39

(D)
(D)
28
 -

20

30
18
16
14
30

16
1

39
31
52

95
43
15
95
93
95
76
97
94
97
83
90
93
94
44
87

97
87
97
93
96

97
87
96
87
87

1,997
 -
 -

1,183
118
659
848
977

1,709
1,563
1,180

(D)
(D)
879

 -
1,295

1,446
(D)
852
818

1,240

868
12

1,546
1,045
1,778

2,871
560
656

2,747
2,638
2,708
1,774
3,046
2,918
3,053
2,493
2,919
2,997
3,014
1,520
2,727

3,059
2,926
3,065
2,867
2,983

3,059
2,173
2,592
2,307
2,517

FARM DATA & LAND USE 

YEAR

Num ber
of

Farm s

Land
in

Farm s

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 3/

W oodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Num ber Acres Dollars -Acres-

1940 1,674 199,123 44 58,840 8,218 54,776 NA NA NA

1945 2,004 225,557 58 69,778 3,738 20,118 60,719 NA 66,009

1950 1,548 199,760 83 52,053 14,637 24,515 31,278 NA 68,180

1954 1,302 183,052 98 47,637 7,591 23,917 33,832 NA 65,064

1959 1,003 175,770 157 47,388 5,607 16,408 44,028 NA 56,230

1964 793 157,435 195 39,734 4,873 17,566 26,022 7,234 14,851

1969 660 130,041 303 33,652 6,052 24,685 19,198 8,285 9,371

1974  4/ 564 114,144 706 31,993 5,372 22,059 19,738 6,686 11,722

1978 565 123,220 1,115 36,207 3,104 29,473 21,573 8,999 19,518

1982 632 126,087 1,320 35,955 2,865 25,800 20,706 7,483 26,846

1987 555 111,116 1,431 33,940 4,118 21,358 17,470 7,688 20,425

1992 536 98,142 2,943 34,585 2,910 20,999 14,242 5,731 15,762

1997  2/ 701 109,186 2,690 36,600 3,562 24,311 13,857 5,630 19,966

2002 720 112,675 3,676 37,344 1,714 20,254 20,056 5,671 21,011

CASH RECEIPTS
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