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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 7,916 NA 3,566 12,199
1940 8,052 NA 3,536 11,305
1945 7,989 NA 2,699 8,273
1950 10,810 3,001 3,662 11,526
1954 9,904 2,186 2,478 6,735
1959 8,718 1,635 2,670 6,238
1964 8,400 894 1,193 4,568
1969 9,045 298 418 3,614
1974 12,008 231 481 2,104
1978 9,789 86 260 1,449
1982 11,826 215 196 1,860
1987 10,729 121 112 1,606
1992 12,425 46 12 823
1997 12,073 46 6 1,243

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 341 332 346

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 441 397 228
Grains 6 12 (D)
Tobacco (D) (D) (D)
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 146 118 32
Other field crops (D) ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons ---- ---- (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) 216 (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 170 (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 123 131 65

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 2,841 2,690 2,633

Poultry and products ---- ---- (D)
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 2,704 2,591 2,425
Hogs and pigs ---- ---- (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) 41 80
Other livestock and          
 products 76 (D) 6

Total income from sales: 3,283 3,087 2,860

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 69 157 13

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 10 29 147 98 24 9 1 318
1978 7 34 164 92 27 8 ---- 332
1982 15 48 172 103 31 6 ---- 375
1987 13 44 158 97 31 3 ---- 346
1992 19 41 140 95 32 5 1 332
1997 13 58 152 90 22 6 ---- 341

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140 131 140 142
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235 215 192 199

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 5 3 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 30 23 15
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 66 51 33
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 65 79 98
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 80 60 40
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 100 116 103
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 54 57 57
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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GILES
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Giles County is situated in the southwestern part of the state and
borders West Virginia. Formed in 1806 from parts of Tazewell and West
Virginia, the county was named in honor of William Branch Giles, who
was Governor of Virginia in 1827.  

 In 1997, there were 67,245 acres in farms in Giles County,  or
about 29 percent of the county's area of 229,056 acres.  According to the
1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 341 farms in the county, each
averaging 197 acres in size and worth an average of $300,497, including
land and buildings.  Until recently, the number of farms in Giles has been
steadily declining from the peak of 1,556 reported in 1934.

While most of the county lies on the ridges of the Alleghany
Mountains,  there are numerous valleys where the land is well suited for
farming. Elevations range from 1,500 feet above sea level, where the
New River leaves the county, to nearly 4,400 feet on Bald Knob. Almost
75 percent of the county is wooded, and the county is home to the
Jefferson National Forest.  In the valleys, temperatures average about 36
degrees in January and 74 in July.  Annual precipitation averages 35
inches.  The frost-free growing season generally lasts for 175 days,
usually extending from April 26 to October 18.

Agriculture is much less important to the county than it was prior
to 1940, and more people are engaged in manufacturing than in farming.
However, Giles is home to some excellent livestock and fruit farms.
Livestock, poultry, and poultry products supplied 87 percent of the total
sales.  Crops supplied the remaining 13 percent. 

 
In 1990, the estimated county population was 16,366.  The total

gross personal income that year was $237.4 million, or an average of
$14,503 per capita.

 Pearisburg is the county seat.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,556 137,678 36 21,680 1,042 47,821 13,911 NA 46,059
1940 1,339 146,344 43 20,002 2,602 55,537 NA NA NA
1945 1,174 128,228 46 17,437 1,119 2,046 64,747 NA 39,189
1950 1,070 122,917 70 14,090 2,576 22,038 34,351 NA 44,072
1954 916 108,514 75 12,377 2,489 19,113 33,998 NA 36,717
1959 603 103,608 101 10,373 3,146 20,682 21,956 NA 40,717
1964 541 96,896 86 9,380 1,055 5,342 15,916 11,875 5,556
1969 392 80,158 126 7,929 1,334 17,048 15,572 8,971 10,209
1974 2/ 318 74,316 272 7,543 2,037 14,586 16,740 5,705 8,877
1978 332 71,977 579 7,907 508 15,734 14,678 14,534 16,633
1982 375 78,289 594 7,989 944 17,324 15,529 11,908 22,296
1987 346 71,550 574 7,830 1,227 16,293 15,965 13,348 15,119
1992 332 73,097 692 8,063 1,282 21,131 13,250 10,398 17,149
1997 341 67,245 1,183 9,545 1,110 17,345 13,569 10,015 13,290
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 849 7,312 72,606 79,918 379 3,916 11,749 15,665
1940 597 NA NA 66,682 270 NA NA 9,847
1945 898 NA NA 56,309 273 NA NA 3,228
1950 739 3,768 31,917 35,685 297 1,058 1,485 2,543
1954* 271 943 18,598 19,541 131 346 1,377 1,723
1959* 116 1,185 7,963 9,148 42 835 895 1,730
1964* 69 1,137 7,015 8,152 20 547 963 1,510
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 7 1,446 (D) (D) 4 (D) (D) 214
1987 8 (D) (D) (D) 6 (D) (D) 123
1992 9 (D) (D) 9,655 NA NA NA NA
1997 6 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,005 82,691 47 1,110 NA NA
1950 2/ 222 7,987 40 870 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 9,500 31 479 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 30,000 39 432 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 8 49 ---- NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 1 (D)
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS TOBACCO

Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Lbs. Lbs.
1935 1/ 9,061 26.8 242,877 4,369 10.1 43,948 238 NA NA NA NA NA
1940 7,268 32.5 236,007 2,733 11.0 30,134 NA NA NA NA NA 100
1945 4,920 34.6 169,991 1,869 14.7 27,538 NA NA 33 1 1,212.0 1,212
1950 3,238 45.1 146,014 1,001 16.9 16,946 NA NA NA 4 1,375.0 5,500
1954 2,500 47.3 118,219 611 20.9 12,791 NA NA NA 1 1,500.0 1,500
1959 2/ 1,489 37.4 55,624 406 25.1 10,173 NA NA NA 3 1,566.7 4,700
1964 735 57.8 42,469 154 26.1 4,013 NA NA NA 1 2,174.0 2,174
1969 425 63.5 26,981 106 35.5 3,761 18 16.7 300 9 2,396.4 21,568
1974 521 78.6 40,970 30 48.7 1,460 (D) (D) (D) 5 1,822.8 9,114
1978 451 86.4 38,952 45 38.7 1,740 (D) (D) (D) 6 1,277.2 7,663
1982 497 81.6 40,565 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 7 1,125.0 7,875
1987 174 58.6 10,195 32 20.3 650 NA NA NA (D) (D) (D)
1992 177 86.1 15,244 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1997 71 63.0 4,476 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 114 181 2,727 37 1,250 351 2,939 444 28,349 14 983
1940 31 302 5,397 54 1,321 276 2,545 300 20,588 10 804
1945 44 330 7,644 115 3,576 233 2,820 363 20,861 112 2,897
1950 6 127 3,432 114 2,960 33 664 100 12,395 NA 556
1954 13 189 6,252 110 4,290 65 1,204 51 10,568 NA 726
1959 5 201 5,793 134 5,849 57 1,345 37 2,932 NA 330
1964 3 73 2,826 56 2,311 52 1,192 10 1,759 NA 59
1969 7 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 1 NA NA NA NA NA NA 37 2,967 2 348
1978 3 19 792 NA NA (D) (D) 3 207 NA NA
1982 (D) 13 520 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 4,437 121 213 3,229 1,973 207 212
1940 6,159 370 725 4,580 4,868 124 123
1945 6,686 457 907 5,348 4,534 26 31
1950 8,209 1,466 3,364 5,111 5,608 130 120
1954 7,868 2,300 5,811 2,434 2,526 584 714
1959 7,277 3,213 6,938 2,464 2,652 298 316
1964 7,609 2,172 3,500 3,472 3,642 490 611
1969 6,589 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 6,248 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 6,834 774 1,647 5,289 7,629 266 393
1982 7,000 1,149 2,350 5,370 7,904 111 142
1987 6,988 1,281 2,336 4,813 6,601 235 213
1992 7,516 1,790 3,417 4,844 9,901 167 347
1997 9,130 1,167 2,654 7,093 11,326 143 233

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

GILES


