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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 5,822 NA 2,598 75
1940 5,068 NA 3,814 159
1945 6,935 NA 2,444 76
1950 6,700 2,415 2,587 ----
1954 7,218 2,018 1,988 ----
1959 6,588 1,281 2,753 ----
1964 8,397 1,093 1,779 2
1969 7,460 635 1,027 1
1974 7,812 475 1,389 (D)
1978 7,267 307 2,354 ----
1982 9,315 412 1,966 ----
1987 7,433 280 947 ----
1992 7,469 14 1,721 (D)
1997 6,078 45 (D) (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 288 287 342

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 3,002 1,565 1,496
Grains 57 (D) (D)
Tobacco 1,844 1,061 1,247
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 317 19 59
Other field crops (D) 25 (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons (D) 76 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- 10 41
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 133 (D) (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 4,302 1,760 1,204

Poultry and products ---- ---- ----
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 1,504 1,234 698
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 138
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- ---- ----
Other livestock and         
  products (D) 287 (D)

Total income from sales: 7,304 3,325 2,700

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 33 21 (D)

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 40 109 169 70 12 3 1 404
1978 30 94 156 70 13 4 1 368
1982 28 113 191 68 19 5 2 424
1987 12 100 157 49 18 6 2 342
1992 21 68 124 52 19 3 2 287

1997 18 61 129 62 13 5 ---- 288
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 120 121 111
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291 222 166 177

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ---- ---- ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 24 20 6
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 44 35 44
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118 88 62 57
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 90 73 75
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 96 97 106
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 56 57 59
NA  Not available.   ---- Represents zero.
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HENRY
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Henry County is located in the southern Piedmont Plateau and
borders Northern Carolina on the south.  Formed in 1777 from part of
Pittsylvania, the county is named in honor of Patrick Henry, who purchased
roughly 10,000 acres of land in the newly formed county himself. 

 In 1997, Henry land in farms totaled 48,430 acres, or 20 percent of
the county's area of 244,721 acres. According to the 1997 Census of
Agriculture, there were 288 farms in the area, each averaging 168 acres in
size and worth an average of $242,025, including land and buildings.  Much
as in other areas of Virginia, the number of farms in Henry has been
dropping rapidly since 1944, when 2,326 farms were recorded.  

Altitudes in the county range from 600 to 1,000 feet above sea
level, with a few high points reaching 1,400 feet.  Temperatures average  37
degrees in January and 76 in July, with a frost-free growing season of about
173 days, usually extending from around April 26 to October 16.  Annual
precipitation averages 44 inches.  The county includes 179,127 acres of
woodland, and soils in the area  range from heavy clay to sandy loam.

While agriculture now holds a relatively minor place in the county's
economy compared to past years,  the value of farm products  amounts to
over $7.3 million annually.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry products  account
for about 59 percent of all farm sales, while tobacco supplies another 25
percent of receipts.  Cattle and calves account for about 21 percent of this
total.  Numerous manufacturing plants around Henry provide an additional
source of income and employment.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 56,942.  Total gross
personal income in 1990 was $943.0 million or an average of $16,559 per
capita.

The county seat is in the City of Martinsville, a thriving tobacco
market and also the home of the world's largest furniture manufacturer.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,260 189,201 22 29,505 17,390 17,029 4,596 NA 112,189
1940 2,229 156,053 37 30,897 17,546 21,692 NA NA NA
1945 2,326 149,470 44 23,943 17,259 7,562 17,850 NA 76,792
1950 1,699 141,015 75 17,663 14,410 10,372 15,707 NA 73,720
1954 1,387 120,537 96 16,219 11,838 11,887 13,190 NA 61,082
1959 901 98,827 160 13,362 7,500 7,374 10,440 NA 56,067
1964 796 95,544 152 11,605 6,529 4,532 10,220 6,856 18,712
1969 497 77,619 222 8,114 5,608 13,380 2,978 7,823 17,277
1974 2/ 404 52,091 401 8,169 2,260 9,413 4,730 5,770 7,321
1978 368 55,867 748 9,704 2,136 13,546 4,738 11,392 11,221
1982 424 63,259 879 10,884 2,242 10,493 8,439 11,292 16,726
1987 342 53,814 729 8,800 2,415 11,084 6,734 8,773 13,987
1992 287 48,968 1,034 9,365 2,386 13,767 6,815 6,356 9,197
1997 288 48,430 1,384 8,998 4,486 10,190 3,410 6,522 13,693
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY  SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,876 149,996 15 218 NA NA
1950 2/ 263 26,209 14 629 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 10,200 7 3,069 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 12 651 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 5 656 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 749
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 10 3,127
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 4 (D)
1982 1 (D) ---- ---- 3 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 14,352 15.9 228,859 4,472 7.8 34,857 633 NA NA
1940 12,439 20.6 256,370 3,479 11.1 38,475 NA NA 60
1945 9,201 18.3 168,577 1,485 12.8 19,068 NA NA 265
1950 5,716 22.0 125,578 1,582 15.9 25,205 NA NA NA
1954 3,826 25.6 98,018 1,021 20.0 20,427 NA NA NA
1959 2/ 3,334 32.0 106,727 1,044 22.0 22,955 26 16.2 421
1964 2,132 41.4 88,316 702 25.8 18,100 13 16.3 212
1969 1,191 51.1 60,829 297 35.4 10,521 103 20.3 2,095
1974 1,271 63.0 80,053 871 27.7 24,151 493 17.2 8,481
1978 1,439 68.0 97,822 383 37.3 14,281 281 26.7 7,510
1982 1,656 58.6 97,113 800 34.1 27,265 421 18.5 7,801
1987 556 45.2 25,112 57 33.9 1,931 334 27.4 9,143
1992 810 102.7 83,194 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1997 155 80.0 12,396 315 45.3 14,280 57 18.9 1,080

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 1,661 580.2 963,777
1940 2,367 749.8 1,774,857
1945 1,689 866.6 1,463,688
1950 1,339 908.7 1,216,788
1954 1,555 1,061.9 1,651,212
1959 992 1,191.4 1,181,867
1964 912 1,639.7 1,495,450
1969 766 1,497.0 1,146,705
1974 718 1,600.1 1,148,837
1978 1,052 1,688.3 1,776,040
1982 792 1,714.1 1,357,604

1987 508 1,861.4 945,606
1992 335 2,001.4 670,479

1997 520 2,243.3 1,166,513

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 714 40 850 9 117 608 4,226 462 23,421 532 41,552
1940 132 190 3,127 32 475 320 3,265 490 28,307 406 32,063
1945 164 124 2,763 123 3,082 219 2,337 458 22,406 407 30,597
1950 62 206 5,581 124 3,391 89 1,163 34 7,537 45 7,141
1954 56 343 10,767 177 5,811 75 1,022 36 6,859 5 4,161
1959 60 283 9,077 265 9,087 97 1,594 10 1,163 22 3,104
1964 33 98 2,552 196 8,651 83 1,767 9 1,859 6 1,677
1969 26 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 47 NA NA NA NA NA NA 56 5,362 13 1,237
1978 61 96 3,120 (D) (D) NA NA 4  636 6 (D)
1982 68 31 1,070 52 2,350 NA NA 45 7,147 4 345
1987 71 NA NA NA NA NA NA 19 1,835 NA NA
1992 65 NA NA 27 2,200 NA NA 22 3,253 11 580
1997 25 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 3,027 216 387 324 340 161 143
1940 5,704 392 590 3,709 3,995 270 238
1945 7,386 362 545 6,169 4,152 8 4
1950 7,417 1,113 2,730 5,147 5,569 342 288
1954 8,639 1,506 2,986 6,060 7,918 709 692
1959 6,594 1,708 3,173 3,531 3,155 334 326
1964 5,662 1,607 3,363 2,525 2,933  485 687
1969 4,257 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 3,561 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 5,389 617 1,040 3,913 5,299 180 207
1982 6,193 848 2,261 4,495 6,715 415 929
1987 6,939 701 1,202 4,992 6,582 467 1,209
1992 6,974 1,229 2,547 4,891 6,604 366 700
1997 8,030 161 529 6,803 11,941 351 571

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.

HENRY


