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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 2,662 NA 2,702 418
1940 2,369 NA 2,723 192
1945 2,644 NA 2,749 138
1950 2,579 1,434 4,067 235
1954 3,159 1,390 4,647 204
1959 2,425  875 6,802 440
1964 2,166 560 4,762 288
1969 1,866 581 5,617 72
1974 1,688 460 4,458 ----
1978 1,080 221 4,256 ----
1982 1,478 210 9,276 33
1987 950 (D) 4,032 (D)
1992 1,119 (D) 4,514 (D)
1997 1,061 (D) (D) (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. ---- Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 127 135 157

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 8,112 7,519 3,711
Grains 7,518 7,136 3,611
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 30  95 14
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 46 125 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) ----
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) (D) ----
Forest Products Sold (D) (D) 31

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 1,886 1,293 1,397

Poultry and products 1 ---- (D)
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 119 124 330
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 600
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- ---- ----
Other livestock and         
  products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 9,997 8,812 5,108

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 80 (D) (D)

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 8 53 104 49 12 6 2 234
1978 4 47 72 41 11 11 2 188
1982 8 44 75 45 11 14 4 197
1987 11 29 56 36 11 14 6 157
1992 3 21 54 31 10 16 6 135

1997 2 18 51 33 9 14 ---- 127
1/ Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 76 73 67
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 81 62 60

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 1 3
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 12 11 9
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 21 21 16
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 35 31 25
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 43 25 32
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 43 46 42
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 55 55 57
NA  Not available.
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KING AND QUEEN
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

King and Queen County  lies in the coastal plain on the upper part
of the middle peninsula, which is formed by the Rappahannock, Pamunkey,
and York Rivers. Formed from part of New Kent in 1691, the county was
named in honor of King William and Queen Mary.  Interestingly, King and
Queen County is the birthplace of Carter Braxton, one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence.

  In 1997, King and Queen land in farms totaled 50,823 acres, or 25
percent of the county's area of 202,424 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 127 farms in the area, each averaging
400 acres in size and worth an average of $441,928, including land and
buildings.  Much as in other areas of the state, both the number of farms and
land in farms in the county have been steadily declining since 1934.

The topography of the county is flat to gently rolling, with elevations
ranging from sea level to about 200 feet.  Temperatures average 38 degrees
in January and 77 in July.  The frost-free growing season is roughly 179
days, usually  extending from April 24 to October 19.  Annual precipitation
averages 45 inches.

Agriculture is a leading industry in King and Queen, and sales from
crops and livestock in 1997 totaled more than $9.9 million.  Wheat and corn
have been produced commercially in the area for many years, but in recent
years soybeans have become the most important source of income.  In fact,
in 1997  all field crops, mostly grains  supplied 81 percent of the total value
of farm products sold.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry products  accounted
for 19 percent of  total farm receipts.  Nearly half of the county’s farm
operators worked 100 or more days at off-farm jobs in 1997.  As more than
three-fourths of the county is wooded, numerous sawmills and paper
manufacturing plants in the area provide an additional source of employment
and income.

The estimated county population was 6,289 in 1990.  The total
gross personal income that year was $92.0 million, or an average of $14,599
per capita. 



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,271 120,252 18 23,715 10,809 4,897 2,069 NA 76,455
1940 1,202 112,443 24 24,379 7,688 6,000 NA NA NA
1945 1,024 102,325 31 24,367 6,469 2,244 2,625 NA 64,554
1950 951 96,402 50 21,046 5,242 1,931 2,541 NA 63,044
1954 764 89,198 73 24,235 2,281 1,594 3,154 NA 55,162
1959 605 80,832 97 22,504 1,705 1,722 2,666 NA 50,405
1964 456 69,055 123 20,978 3,789 937 1,075 425 22,982
1969 320 54,508 237 21,377 2,952 2,280 459 3,805 13,024
1974 2/ 234 49,376 526 24,788 308 1,422 583 2,235 16,512
1978 188 47,663 758 24,643 1,036 826 1,048 2,706 15,918
1982 197 52,598 869 32,322 1,043 891 651 1,275 14,918
1987 157 53,266 923 30,147 6,568 1,148 210 1,083 12,621
1992 135 52,508 1,119 33,598 2,209 1,325 471 2,114 11,555
1997 127 50,823 1,077 32,038 1,018 677 1,582 221 14,474
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY  SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 878 147,028 135 3,397 NA NA
1950 2/ 371 31,286 130 3,644 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 2,470 69 3,465 NA NA
1959 3/ 2 58,500 17 830 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 7 154 NA NA
1969 4/ 3 285 1 23 22 4,231
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 16 3,356
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 16 3,358
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 9 2,208
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 4 (D)
1992 1 (D) ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ---- Represents  zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 12,029 17.0 203,960 2,846 11.3 32,184
1940 9,706 19.6 189,925 1,834 12.9 23,572
1945 7,864 22.4 176,008 2,906 18.3 53,276
1950 6,751 35.8 241,470 2,648 17.7 46,972
1954 6,941 26.7 185,379 2,580 22.1 56,955
1959 2/ 7,841 48.8 382,813 2,520 21.6 54,534
1964 6,535 64.0 418,155 1,714 28.1 48,191
1969 8,027 74.4 597,342 2,111 50.7 106,959
1974 10,785 71.9 775,914 4,964 38.4 190,673
1978 11,065 79.1 875,270 1,765 32.0 56,483
1982 (D) (D) 1,284,663 5,838 34.3 199,979
1987 10,185 67.8 690,370 4,975 44.7 222,548
1992 10,723 131.3 1,407,412 5,908 55.8 329,884
1997 11,669 93.0 1,085,180 7,605 66.0 502,039

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual
farms.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

SOYBEANS TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Pounds Pounds
1935 2,165 NA NA 134 897.8 120,311
1940 NA NA 5,917 113 1,035.1 116,966
1945 NA NA 14,513 134 1,011.2 135,505
1950 2,969 17.2 51,047 135 962.0 129,865
1954 6,174 9.2 56,946 101 1,014.5 102,462
1959 9,822 18.6 182,987 88 970.8 85,430
1964 11,228 19.1 214,225 93 1,114.9 103,685
1969 9,947 25.1 249,290 46 1,103.4 50,756
1974 12,270 21.1 259,081 26 993.0 25,818
1978 12,409 28.0 348,048 6 905.2 5,431
1982 16,892 28.0 473,498 NA NA NA
1987 16,612 20.4 338,675 NA NA NA
1992 20,174 29.4 593,357 NA NA NA
1997 16,197 20.8 336,526 NA NA NA

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,702 107 1,516 30 771 503 4,763 178 16,527 188 18,961
1940 2,871 180 3,905 220 4,873 921 11,300 170 12,714 175 21,987
1945 3,748 351 8,547 174 5,062 871 9,997 117 11,101 152 18,185
1950 2,315 443 12,495 474 13,820 543 6,906 45 5,456 114 16,399
1954 2,269 1,007 37,189 478 16,548 592 8,635 16 5,142 140 16,125
1959 826 671 23,240 411 13,158 289 4,606 6 1,534 142 22,768
1964 374 354 17,992 940 38,667 407 7,832 1 500 25 3,046
1969 85 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 85 NA NA NA NA NA NA 1 27 7 717
1978 110 46 2,426 3,304 157,656 (D) (D) 1 104 3 430
1982 121 138 8,660 3,884 220,544 69 2,050 1 68 5 586
1987 124 NA NA 2,996 200,355 NA NA (D) 42 4 590
1992 184 NA NA 4,698 360,149 NA NA 5 (D) 5 (D)
1997 35 NA NA 3,320 244,177 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 6,187 23 33 991 1,122 781 698
1940 7,186 20 39 3,093 2,973 754 757
1945 7,425 148 331 2,689 2,584 1,049 1,075
1950 4,430 176 420 2,226 3,050 318 335
1954 3,499 276 450 1,309 1,117 440 440
1959 1,544 168 353 990 1,361 193 243
1964 1,264 52 147 844 1,058 268 362
1969 824 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 473 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 379 41 122 231 271 70 101
1982 707 105 416 380 586 133 (D)
1987 896 103 122 467 686 162 224
1992 1,297 224 389 812 1,700 136 197
1997 915 100 239 678 864 123 238

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

KING AND QUEEN


