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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 1,673 NA 1,680 442
1940 1,293 NA 1,570 228
1945 1,981  NA 2,229 208
1950 1,728  864 2,661 147
1954 2,230  921 2,513 137
1959 1,983  808 3,138 371
1964 1,970 738 1,742 120
1969 1,539 570 1,856 70
1974 2,009 698 1,195 ----
1978 1,384 410 1,804 ----
1982 1,527 464 1,188 ----
1987 1,089 (D) 424 ----
1992 1,425 (D) (D) (D)
1997 547 ---- 78 ----

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 67 81 83

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 4,962 2,669 1,845
Grains 2,999 2,453 1,225
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 12 (D) 21
Other field crops (D) (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 1,909 106 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) (D) ----
Forest Products Sold 23 (D) 103

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 139 983 1,050

Poultry and products ---- (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves (D) 423 91
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 110
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- (D) ----
Other livestock and         
  products ---- ---- ----

Total income from sales: 5,101 3,652 2,896

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 9 18 18

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 8 67 42 23 13 3 ---- 156
1978 2 59 46 22 12 5 ---- 146
1982 5 54 30 24 9 5 ---- 127
1987 4 25 19 23 8 4 ---- 83
1992 3 31 19 18 5 5 2 81

1997 4 16 19 15 9 4 ---- 67
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 42 39 38
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 41 42 29

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ---- ---- ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 3 4 1
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 13 8 7
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 21 25 20
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 25 19 19
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 21 25 20
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 56 57 59
NA  Not available. ----  Represents zero.
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MIDDLESEX
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Middlesex County lies in the coastal plain and extends along
Virginia's Middle Peninsula to the Chesapeake Bay.  The Rappahannock
River forms the county’s upper boundary, and the Piankatank River and
Dragon Run its lower boundary.  Middlesex County is the state's second
smallest county in total land area.  Formed in 1673 from part of
Lancaster, the county is one of 12 in Virginia named after English shires.

In 1997, Middlesex land in farms totaled 18,263 acres, or 22
percent of the county's area of 83,393 acres. According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 67 farms in the area, each averaging
273 acres in size and worth an average of $457,959, including land and
buildings.  As in other counties in Virginia, the number of farms in
Middlesex has declined steadily since 1934.

Agriculture is an integral part of the county’s economy, and in
1997, cash receipts from farming totaled approximately $5.1 million.
Crops were the leading source of farm income in 1997, accounting for 97
percent of the total. Poultry products, meat animals, and vegetables
supplied additional farm income.

Since there are no large towns in or near the county, the
population of Middlesex is primarily rural.  The county's largest form of
employment is manufacturing, and includes seafood processing and
apparel  manufacturing.  Commercial fishing provides an additional
source of employment and income, as do boat construction and repair.
In fact, an influx of new residents drawn to the county for its fishing and
boating in recent years have added to the industry.

The estimated population of the county in 1990 was 8,653.  The
total gross personal income that year was $157.0 million, or an average
of $18,121 per capita.  

The county seat is Saluda.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,162 56,422 44 15,252 6,994 2,107 572 NA 29,282
1940 971 52,358 58 15,302 3,684 3,797 NA NA NA
1945 776 47,018 67 15,934 2,257 1,995 1,268 NA 23,722
1950 643 42,160 123 14,342 2,308 1,284 974 NA 20,776
1954 501 37,067 151 16,167 766 2,179 945 NA 15,676
1959 361 37,913 179 14,273 1,202 1,472 774 NA 18,542
1964 215 29,718 229 12,510 1,268 1,179 429 936 9,116
1969 186 26,436 318 12,990 1,488 1,467 209 1,044 4,537
1974 2/ 156 26,533 713 16,432 185 976 352 614 6,585
1978 146 27,475 1,050 15,424 1,298 864 281 495 7,816
1982 127 24,875 1,430 15,888 165 1,144 227 956 5,411
1987 83 19,659 1,552 11,487 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1992 81 21,507 1,979 12,336 1,236 1,010 (D) (D) (D)
1997 67 18,263 1,680 14,376 375 466 313 345 2,037
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 646 83,560 60 1,915 NA NA
1950 2/ 218 35,561 40 30,667 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 8,200 28 39,638 NA NA
1959 3/ 2 71,000 11 40,631 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 (D) NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 1 (D) 4 740
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 7 478
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 160
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 7,186 24.2 174,150 1,591 12.1 19,213 1,597 NA NA
1940 5,897 19.2 113,243 1,125 14.2 16,023 NA NA 4,020
1945 4,217 24.6 103,771 1,737 19.3 33,502 NA NA 13,618
1950 4,121 36.5 150,455 1,302 15.1 19,648 2,987 16.6 49,732
1954 3,886 30.2 117,459 1,626 24.5 39,816 4,885 8.9 43,581
1959 2/ 3,661 40.5 148,086 1,632 24.8 40,444 7,020 17.5 122,596
1964 3,556 53.6 190,475 1,155 31.0 35,757 6,347 17.0 108,005
1969 4,429 85.3 377,851 1,999 53.2 106,287 5,322 23.4 124,443
1974 6,205 97.5 604,768 4,974 34.6 172,256 7,719 20.0 154,739
1978 4,961 66.9 331,757 1,817 36.3 65,907 8,294 24.9 206,513
1982 4,876 102.6 500,217 3,516 40.6 142,809 8,762 29.7 260,516
1987 2,918 73.4 214,064 2,853 42.2 120,493 6,282 19.5 122,373
1992 3,167 125.1 396,125 2,957 54.3 160,440 6,682 31.8 212,309
1997 3,847 105.1 404,241 4,115 60.6 249,224 8,254 18.5 152,361

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,607 81 1,760 80 1,680 211 2,390 492 66,883 125 12,818
1940 2,100 256 6,037 295 7,189 143 1,928 304 26,426 38 3,635
1945 3,481 314 6,266 446 12,031 155 1,966 232 16,853 36 3,041
1950 1,892 608 19,814 614 17,561 134 1,956 112 13,863 29 3,681
1954 1,779 1,161 43,928 594 19,177 183 2,414 39 5,859 98 7,534
1959 399 657 20,074 946 36,508 45 780 30 3,373 8 1,237
1964 238 282 12,037 1,075 53,389 74 1,373 34 3,935 4 568
1969 89 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 97 NA NA NA NA NA NA 5  666 NA NA
1978 79 (D) (D) 1,215 57,469 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1982 (D) NA NA 1,199 77,037 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 254 NA NA 770 45,339 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 157 NA NA 930 61,606 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 651 NA NA 628 52,055 NA NA NA NA 6 474

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 3,414 228 484 1,124 1,335 163 132
1940 4,279 234 357 2,256 2,329 103 90
1945 4,810 242 570 2,400 2,414 227 210
1950 3,102 382 914 2,109 2,568 49 57
1954 2,308 225 512 1,256 1,249 154 200
1959 1,392 149 316 1,032 1,420 81 94
1964  992 93 304 705 967 119 150
1969 759 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 524 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 524 122 439 151 291 74 300
1982 906 186 752 315 569 215 282
1987 847 247 370 364 442 110 166
1992 1,332 205 278 594 1,022 161 419
1997 752 NA NA 593 947 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

MIDDLESEX


