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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 11,608 NA  3,443 10,673
1940 12,447 NA 3,974 8,635
1945 13,379 NA 4,245  5,675
1950 17,966 7,139 6,697 7,043
1954 19,161 6,806 4,824 4,295
1959 19,497 5,404 4,597 5,136
1964 19,012 4,446 2,381 5,133
1969 24,468 3,973 2,354 5,011
1974 27,348 3,361 3,091 4,504
1978 25,074 3,576 2,515 5,510
1982 26,460 4,030 1,434 4,311
1987 23,583 3,145 469 1,409
1992 26,991 2,905 671 2,703
1,997 25,506 2,641 (D) 3,602

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December..  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 517 537 544

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 2,032 1,278 653
Grains 284 236 48
Tobacco ---- 13 21
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 203 262 65
Other field crops (D) (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 48 31 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products 1,345 666 (D)
Forest Products Sold 170 112 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 11,522 12,570 11,651

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products 5,592 6,233 (D)
Cattle and calves 5,003 6,055 5,410
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 56
Sheep, lambs and wool 293 79 84
Other livestock and         
  products 601 114 135

Total income from sales: 13,555 13,849 12,304

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 74 42 (D)

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 31 97 267 120 27 12 4 558
1978 16 116 231 121 28 12 4 528
1982 23 133 260 109 26 14 5 565
1987 25 156 213 111 24 15 5 544
1992 39 128 238 94 20 18 5 537
1997 34 136 213 96 26 12 ---- 517

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225 204 228 195
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 340 340 309 322

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 9 1 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 43 31 23
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 96 89 78
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 135 125 105
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 111 114 134
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 150 177 176
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 54 57 58
NA  Not available. 
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Montgomery County is located in the southwestern part  of
Virginia.  Formed in 1777 from an area formerly known as the Fincastle
District, the county was named in honor of General Richard Montgomery,
a prominent officer in the Revolutionary War.

 In 1997 Montgomery land in farms totaled 93,074 acres, or 38
percent of the total 248,473 acres in the county.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 517 farms in the area, each
averaging 180 acres in size and worth an average of $325,119, including
land and buildings.

The topography of the county varies from gently rolling terrain to
steep hills and mountainsides.  Part of the county drains into the New
River, which flows northward along the western boundary, and part
drains eastward into the Roanoke River. More than half of the county is
wooded, and part of the Jefferson National Forest lies in Montgomery.
Temperatures in the area average 33 degrees in January and 72 in July.
The frost-free growing season is roughly 161 days, usually extending
between April 30 and October 8.   Annual rainfall is 38 inches, with the
heaviest precipitation falling in July and August. 

Agriculture is an integral part of Montgomery’s economy, and the
value of farm products sold in 1997 amounted to $13.6 million.
Livestock, poultry, and poultry products are the primary commodities for
the county and accounted for 85 percent of the value of all farm products
sold in 1997.  Crops accounted for the remaining 15 percent.  Dairying
accounted for 41 percent of the total, while cattle and calf sales supplied
37 percent.

The county's estimated population in 1990 was 73,913.  The
total gross personal income that year was $979.0 million, or an average
of $13,243 per capita. 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, which
includes the School of Agriculture, is located in Blacksburg, along with
the headquarters of the Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station and the
Agricultural Extension Service.  A livestock auction market is located in
Christiansburg, the county seat. 



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,158 190,180 33 33,509 2,533 69,292 7,647 NA 69,309
1940 1,670 169,793 45 31,533 5,020 61,568 NA NA NA
1945 1,660 159,655 62 28,566 1,793 8,916 72,035 NA 44,827
1950 1,596 150,040 95 24,594 4,248 31,758 37,666 NA 47,447
1954 1,458 143,146 98 22,004 2,569 21,286 46,927 NA 46,297
1959 1,020 141,364 131 20,206 1,685 17,909 48,442 NA 47,447
1964 813 128,215 169 19,660 2,570 17,375 29,983 8,687 11,012
1969 699 125,847 283 18,199 2,214 28,660 28,757 10,021 13,450
1974 2/ 558 109,449 575 19,049 2,623 26,198 26,311 9,000 9,643
1978 528 104,835 771 19,804 1,414 25,494 23,519 13,484 17,421
1982 565 101,783 984 20,389 1,175 22,975 23,044 10,849 19,517
1987 544 97,319 1,307 20,374 2,261 18,755 24,852 13,121 14,426
1992 537 98,914 1,560 20,482 1,776 24,528 21,378 11,124 17,449
1997 517 93,074 1,764 19,974 1,710 21,964 20,885 8,053 17,275
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,307 104,964 28 793 NA NA
1950 2/ 375 41,305 35 631 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 21,000 42 642 NA NA
1959 3/ 3 158,899 21 701 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 1 (D) 23 15,843 NA NA
1969 4/ 2 7,852 1 1 8 11,456
1974 5/ 6/ 4 1,995 NA NA 8 23,406
1978 5/ 1 (D) 3 33 8 (D)
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 4 (D)
1987 3 (D) 3 (D) 2 (D)
1992 2 (D) 2 (D) ---- ----

1997 3 (D) 1 (D) ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 10,398 28.3 294,491 6,585 12.0 79,099 178 NA NA
1940 9,423 32.7 308,117 5,210 14.1 73,313 NA NA NA
1945 7,721 34.1 263,114 4,114 16.9 69,562 NA NA 512
1950 5,495 46.4 255,001 2,832 18.4 51,988 14 15.7 220
1954 3,634 44.6 162,190 1,452 23.7 34,460 NA NA NA
1959 2/ 2,388 49.7 118,588 794 26.0 20,655 86 9.8 842
1964 1,639 67.2 110,145 449 28.0 12,551 NA NA NA
1969 1,588 87.3 138,665 294 44.5 13,086 8 31.3 250
1974 1,921 71.2 136,779 370 36.7 13,579 (D) (D) (D)
1978 1,786 89.0 158,903 111 26.5 2,944 (D) (D) (D)
1982 2,567 97.2 249,508 82 23.8 1,948 (D) (D) (D)
1987 711 70.9 50,388 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1992 1,582 96.8 153,143 150 52.6 7,890 (D) (D) (D)
1997 1,116 111.1 124,031 354 62.7 22,198 (D) (D) (D)

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 33 983 32,446
1940 24 1,178 28,266
1945 17 1,144 19,449
1950 22 752 16,538
1954 18 1,370 24,652
1959 19 1,446 27,480
1964 17 1,127 19,165

1969 26 2,239 58,206
1974 35 1,235 43,236
1978 20 1,596 31,918
1982 28 1,805 50,552
1987 21 1,390 29,182
1992 12 1,373 16,478
1997 11 1,542 16,966

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,828 577 11,863 152 2,393 644 6,700 519 36,119 62 3,735
1940 809 537 12,194 358 9,774 358 8,658 349 29,154 17 1,743
1945 534 733 18,436 442 10,739 414 6,486 342 20,957 5 386
1950 89 377 9,254 774 23,972 215 2,870 88 12,079 1 698
1954 58 543 22,818 524 16,650 159 2,757 44 9,058 NA 769
1959 68 452 16,158 602 21,772 104 2,736 35 2,350 NA 382
1964 14 98 3,786 347 12,099 159 4,420 15 1,541 1 265
1969 15 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 11 NA NA NA NA NA NA 9 1,032 NA 15
1978 7 9 410 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) NA NA
1982 24 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA 5 375 NA NA
1987 19 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) 106 NA NA
1992 34 NA NA NA NA 136 (D) 11 1,280 NA NA
1997 36 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
 3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 9,135 1,420 1,847 6,154 4,289 474 400
1940 10,358 1,392 3,058 7,557 6,366 251 260
1945 10,637 2,028 3,975 7,394 6,393 101 134
1950 12,776 2,809 6,812 7,429 7,600 323 386
1954 13,473 5,018 10,019 4,815 3,151 1,651 20,880
1959 13,421 7,207 15,607 3,846 4,254 745 862
1964 13,993 5,349 11,826 5,772 6,827 1,546 2,353
1969 11,475 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 12,008 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 12,486 2,530 6,572 8,316 14,949 321 491
1982 13,528 2,954 7,518 8,784 15,374 444 912
1987 16,236 3,300 7,785 9,715 15,013 994 1,580
1992 16,605 3,620 8,613 10,079 19,945 669 1,498
1997 17,372 2,950 8,231 11,356 21,389 489 1,406

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  
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