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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 1,314 NA 1,664 507
1940 931 NA 1,326 166
1945 1,337 NA 2,425 101
1950 1,349 438 3,631 201
1954 2,927 415 4,763 369
1959 2,043 195 3,388 722
1964 1,931 159 2,747 385
1969 1,300 149 3,067 (D)
1974 1,795 75 1,679 (D)
1978 792 (D) 2,303 ----
1982 807 ---- 1,336 59
1987 502 ---- 796 ----
1992 422 (D) (D) (D)
1997 567 (D) ---- (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 64 67 72

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 2,731 (D) 1,426
Grains 1,979 2,368 1,199
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 30 8 ----
Other field crops ---- (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 375 427 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- ----
Nursery and
greenhouse    products 246 (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold (D) 32 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold (D) (D) 195

Poultry and products ---- (D) ----
Dairy products ---- ---- ----
Cattle and calves (D) 47 32
Hogs and pigs ---- (D) 163
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) ----
Other livestock and         
  products ---- ---- ----

Total income from sales: 2,832 3,268 1,621

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 21 (D) 4

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 ---- 19 38 18 17 3 2 97
1978 5 26 23 24 10 4 1 93
1982 4 22 30 21 9 5 1 91
1987 3 20 20 17 6 6 1 72
1992 3 18 24 12 3 7 1 67
1997 5 14 23 13 6 3 ---- 64

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 38 27 27
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 34 40 37

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ---- ---- 1 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 2 4 1
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 20 13 12
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 15 18 20
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 15 14 11
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 20 17 20
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 55 55 56
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.
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NEW KENT
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

New Kent County lies in the coastal plain on  the lower
peninsula of Virginia and is bounded by the Chickahominy,
Pamunkey, and York Rivers.  Formed in 1654 from part of York, the
county is named after the English shire of Kent.  

  In 1997, land in farms totaled 16,392 acres, about 12 percent
of the county's total area of 134,294 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 64 farms averaging 256 acres
in size.  Average value per farm, including land and buildings, was
$495,662.

The topography is flat to rolling, with elevations ranging from
sea level to 150 feet.  Temperatures average 38 degrees in January
and 77 in July.  The frost-free growing season is roughly 197 days,
usually extending from April 13 to October 27.  Annual precipitation
averages 43 inches.

Agriculture is an integral part of New Kent’s economy, and
sales of farm products amounted to $2.8 million in 1997.   That  year
grains accounted for 96 percent of the total value of farm products
sold.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry products supplied the reaming
4 percent.

The estimated population of the county in 1990 was 10,445.
The total gross personal income that year was $219.0 million, or an
average of $20,928 per capita.

The county seat is located at New Kent.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 634 67,055 27 12,014 6,668 2,540 1,048 NA 39,184
1940 362 47,282 26 9,842 3,856 2,827 NA NA NA
1945 479 54,685 38 12,170 3,036 1,592 1,944 NA 33,317
1950 368 51,122 59 10,910 2,966 2,238 1,155 NA 31,721
1954 279 63,391 83 12,712 707 2,292 2,125 NA 44,753
1959 196 43,149 110 11,717 974 1,351 4,472 NA 23,428
1964 147 34,017 255 10,041 1,881 1,565 1,353 1,176 12,492
1969 102 30,410 302 11,100 1,135 1,395 964 2,985 7,465
1974 2/ 97 30,327 611 11,010 1,486 3,121 2,976 2,807 4,641
1978 93 25,457 934 12,585 779 985 441 1,091 7,561
1982 91 25,404 1,204 13,286 116 1,065 574 876 8,352
1987 72 (D) 1,195 11,808 1,763 616 389 774 6,009
1992 67 18,367 1,828 11,489 690 678 (D) (D) (D)
1997 64 16,392 1,935 10,691 265 691 (D) 229 3,458
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 429 63,735 17 1,419 NA NA
1950 2/ 81 20,234 15 476 NA NA
1954 3/ ---- ---- 16 1,342 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 4 24 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 63 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 516
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 3 220
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 5,406 20.4 110,040 609 10.1 6,175 2,093 NA NA
1940 4,400 20.7 90,904 216 12.9 2,777 NA NA 7,117
1945 3,810 23.6 89,854 1,313 15.0 19,714 NA NA 26,326
1950 3,237 35.9 116,153 987 16.3 16,116 2,571 21.1 54,364
1954 3,308 27.7 91,506 1,218 26.2 31,937 4,243 9.6 40,936
1959 2/ 3,769 51.6 194,613 1,349 23.6 31,864 4,525 19.5 88,233
1964 3,576 73.9 264,365 1,097 34.2 37,516 4,549 20.8 94,571
1969 3,974 88.2 350,511 1,467 52.4 76,926 4,198 24.7 103,749
1974 4,300 80.9 348,071 2,550 37.5 95,518 4,226 22.0 92,906
1978 5,459 92.6 505,580 1,501 34.9 52,412 5,603 28.0 156,789
1982 5,214 127.1 662,806 2,251 35.8 80,500 6,478 32.7 211,943
1987 3,432 68.2 234,023 1,476 42.7 62,964 6,272 20.1 125,831
1992 3,567 142.3 507,557 1,715 54.3 93,201 6,041 30.4 183,546
1997 3,329 70.8 235,820 2,919 70.0 204,198 5,041 19.1 96,298

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
PEANUTS

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 125 NA NA
1940 163 729.1 118,851
1945 76 630.3 47,900
1950 86 1,251.9 107,660
1954 74 1,122.9 83,093
1959 59 1,978.3 116,721
1964 NA NA NA
1969 215 2,429.2 522,280
1974 NA NA NA
1978 NA NA NA
1982 NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA

NA   Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 999 45 1,035 100 1,200 147 1,439 459 41,167 147 16,783
1940 458 71 835 82 2,352 149 1,725 393 36,936 143 16,796
1945 695 199 4,525 196 4,564 273 4,075 381 50,320 283 51,546
1950 374 367 8,464 255 5,970 93 1,410 162 27,628 108 11,710
1954 472 613 23,700 610 21,171 119 1,590 101 12,449 81 6,321
1959 444 448 15,765 906 34,477 45 1,010 53 5,985 46 3,956
1964 376 129 7,405 537 22,577 131 3,190 16 2,606 16 2,847
1969 228 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 219 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) 4 423
1978 225 160 9,470 987 46,311 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1982 211 185 14,000 1,716 90,733 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 196 NA NA 1,151 64,084 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 358 NA NA 1,198 87,810 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 206 NA NA 309 22,140 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 3,269 100 174 453 670 326 366
1940 2,573 23 69 652 744 140 164
1945 2,924 31 74 1,269 1,656 164 170
1950 1,720 173 480 886 1,013 87 126
1954 1,980 171 640 872 1,163 238 266
1959 1,317 77 228 873 1,697 35 59
1964 1,175 NA NA 708 959 114 177
1969 835 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 786 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 658 44 65 476 764 47 65
1982 656 50 217 535 1,480 NA NA
1987 540 NA NA 462 706 NA NA
1992 650 NA NA 508 677 NA NA
1997 578 20 35 473 897 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.

NEW KENT


