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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 10,619 NA 4,283 4,200
1940 10,640 NA 4,451 2,429
1945 12,625 NA 6,946 2,213
1950 16,575 4,525 8,653 3,219
1954 20,089 3,716 5,676 2,668
1959 21,882 3,393 7,713 2,610
1964 24,488 2,764 4,323 3,098
1969 26,098 2,542 3,896 3,512
1974 29,777 2,660 4,059 2,702
1978 28,107 2,914 4,204 868
1982 33,335 3,137 5,588 2,000
1987 28,353 2,283 2,320 4,363
1992 28,891 2,068 2,249 663
1997 27,813 1,360 287 318

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available. 

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 437 419 424

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 10,154 4,979 1,849
Grains 1,853 971 541
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage

276
374 300

Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons

(D)
(D) (D)

Fruits, nuts and berries 701 796 (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products

(D) (D) (D)

Forest Products Sold 171 165 37

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold

14,934
14,463 13,175

Poultry and products 3,969 (D) (D)
Dairy products 3,121 (D) 3,506
Cattle and calves 6,001 8,471 7,623
Hogs and pigs (D) 348 474
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products

1,808 826 479

Total income from sales: 24,949 19,442 15,024

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 50 37 92

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 15 92 129 129 38 6 6 415
1978 9 92 130 128 46 9 6 420
1982 15 124 144 118 38 22 10 461
1987 17 90 147 115 33 22 7 424
1992 20 91 151 106 31 20 3 419
1997 15 169 166 98 28 21 ---- 437

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 217 206 192
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225 207 213 245

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 ---- ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 39 21 19
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 81 76 65
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 95 105 108
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 77 91 105
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 129 126 120
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 55 56 56
NA  Not available. ----  Represents zero.
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Orange County is located in the northern part of the Piedmont
Plateau.  Formed in 1764 from part of Spotsylvania, the county was named
in honor of William of Orange.  Orange County is the birthplace of President
Zachary Taylor as well as the former home of President James Madison.
Madison died here in 1836. 

In 1997, Orange land in farms totaled 101,455 acres, or 46 percent
of the county's area of 218,710 acres.  According to the 1997 Census of
Agriculture, there were 437 farms in the county, each averaging 232 acres
in size and worth an average of $556,668, including land and buildings. As
in other areas of Virginia, the proportion of farmland in Orange has steadily
declined since 1934,  when three-fourths of the county’s  area was in farms.

The topography of the county is mostly rolling, with elevations
ranging from 200 to 500 feet above sea level.  However, higher points
reaching nearly 1,200 feet can be found where the Southwest Mountain's
ridge reaches into the county.  Temperatures for the area average about 35
degrees in January and 76 in July.  The frost-free growing season averages
approximately 190 days,  usually extending from around April 17 to October
23.  Annual precipitation averages 41 inches.

Agriculture and related supply marketing activities are an integral
part of the county’s economy. Farming in the county is heavily linked to
livestock enterprises,  with about 60 percent of the total value of farm
products sold in 1997 supplied by livestock, poultry and poultry products.
The remaining 40 percent is supplied by crops.  Cattle and calves accounted
for 24 percent.  About 58 percent of the county is wooded, and there are
several small sawmills and wood product industries in the county that supply
additional income and employment.

The estimated population of the county was 21,421 in 1990.  The
total gross personal income that year was $375.1 million, or an average of
$17,511 per capita.  

The county seat is in the town of Orange. The Piedmont Field
Station of the Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station, a livestock auction
market, and several  hatcheries and grain mills are also located in the
county.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,630 170,886 43 40,977 5,386 47,376 3,716 NA 69,806
1940 1,353 164,017 47 38,035 5,152 41,449 NA NA NA
1945 1,279 160,576 65 36,287 9,192 10,006 34,710 NA 65,968
1950 1,119 155,920 89 32,443 10,014 27,459 17,410 NA 62,973
1954 848 149,134 109 31,137 3,806 14,045 34,014 NA 61,624
1959 656 139,747 144 28,420 4,586 12,273 32,337 NA 57,441
1964 560 143,825 172 28,579 4,313 6,793 32,244 5,990 38,890
1969 412 120,162 286 24,506 4,023 21,262 19,883 7,626 32,705
1974 2/ 415 118,523 678 27,250 1,889 25,533 12,947 6,012 33,532
1978 420 116,195 963 30,634 3,249 23,331 16,970 8,485 29,050
1982 461 118,613 1,232 34,299 1,667 24,562 13,762 7,643 31,282
1987 424 113,175 1,419 32,527 5,130 22,009 17,070 7,271 23,835
1992 419 107,700 2,031 31,888 3,721 24,398 11,912 5,282 27,663
1997 437 101,455 2,364 31,435 2,512 22,150 15,891 4,850 21,195
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.    2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,059 154,664 105 9,607 NA NA
1950 2/ 403 75,119 89 6,699 NA NA
1954 3/ 13 256,823 52 30,340 NA NA
1959 3/ 12 396,500 23 14,533 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 3 130,000 15 49,104 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 (D) 1 (D) 8 525
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 11 1,417
1978 5/ 1 (D) 5 (D) 6 500
1982 ---- ---- 3 (D) 7 1,918
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1992 ---- ---- 4 (D) ---- ----

1997 1 (D) 4 501,000 ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.   ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 13,198 27.1 357,849 8,305 11.6 96,472 304 NA NA
1940 12,117 34.4 416,612 6,363 15.5 98,929 NA NA 74
1945 11,395 36.9 420,304 5,784 23.2 134,069 NA NA 3,030
1950 7,478 47.0 351,401 4,599 17.9 82,455 169 18.8 3,170
1954 5,943 28.3 168,401 2,238 29.2 65,434 38 5.4 205
1959 2/ 5,388 51.2 275,919 1,826 21.9 40,034 130 21.5 2,795
1964 4,107 51.8 212,715 1,418 27.8 39,489 185 22.1 4,086
1969 5,392 78.7 424,253 1,082 34.0 36,811 73 28.5 2,077
1974 6,693 73.6 492,857 1,850 31.4 58,139 692 25.3 17,510
1978 8,084 85.6 691,651 1,058 40.7 43,059 456 21.2 9,657
1982 7,361 90.4 665,093 2,099 38.9 81,724 1,368 26.7 36,466
1987 4,006 68.5 274,387 981 37.9 37,175 1,825 23.2 42,410
1992 4,030 109.4 440,687 630 50.4 31,775 1,622 29.0 47,008
1997 4,073 110.3 449,158 552 68.4 37,745 3,004 36.1 108,536

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 10 992 22,747 886 20,233 380 4,307 222 17,201 111 7,149
1940 10 1,480 49,049 1,234 40,084 136 1,897 188 10,699 97 4,387
1945 19 2,192 81,496 1,511 55,013 132 1,716 83 5,744 42 3,500
1950 15 2,816 102,237 1,155 42,509 24 285 63 9,224 7 1,948
1954 4 4,112 197,269 1,803 83,378 114 2,804 19 7,124 2 568
1959 27 2,797 109,975 1,502 62,992 92 1,460 7 1,844 1 455
1964 2 1,852 77,237 1,727 78,843 114 2,810 NA 342 NA 125
1969 5 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 17 NA NA NA NA NA NA 9 1,161 NA NA
1978 15 400 20,724 360 19,202 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1982 88 200 7,018 759 38,979 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1987 41 139 6,361 273 7,737 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 68 87 6,126 495 34,510 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 51 NA NA 823 68,559 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 15,781 763 1,177 11,109 9,342 209 170
1940 15,754 472 737 13,197 12,159 102 83
1945 13,649 499 1,243 12,686 14,141 116 101
1950 17,554 1,541 3,652 14,091 17,483 215 211
1954 12,943 2,242 3,535 7,596 7,019 644 852
1959 17,053 2,038 5,402 11,024 14,624 306 349
1964 14,845 1,736 2,890 9,716 10,428 902 1,190
1969 11,699 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 12,548 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 15,625 2,097  5,980 10,055 16,586 807 1,560
1982 18,136 3,025 10,401 12,797 22,317  817 1,912
1987 21,443 3,801 9,675 13,022 20,923 1,674 3,257
1992 22,990 3,570 8,317 16,224 29,593 1,047 2,419
1997 21,113 1,051 3,106 15,751 25,850 1,291 2,382

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.

ORANGE


