Praduction

Virginia had 7,000 producing colonies in 2004, up 1,000 from 2003. Honey prices saw an increase
from $1.68 in 2003 to $2.13 per pound in 2004. Honey production (from producers with at least 5
colonies) totaled 266,000 pounds in 2004, up 44,000 pounds from the previous year. Yield per
colony was 38 pounds, up from the 2003 estimate of 37 pounds per colony. Stocks in 2004 were 69
percent of the production, the same as last year.

U.S.

U.S. honey prices decreased $1.09 during 2004, down 30 cents from 2003. Production in 2004
(from producers with at least 5 colonies) totaled 184 million pounds, up 1 percent from 2003.
There were 2.56 million colonies producing honey in 2004, down 2 percent from 2003. Yield per
colony averaged 71.8 pounds, up 3 percent from the 70.0 pounds in 2003. Colonies which produced
honey in more than one State were counted in each State and yields per colony may therefore be
understated. Colonies were not included if honey was not harvested. Producer honey stocks were
61.2 million pounds on December 15, 2004, up 50 percent from a year earlier.

Honey ProbucTioN, Stocks, AND VaLug, 2003-2004

Producing Yield Per Production Stocks Average Price Value of

Colonies Colony Dec 15 ¥ Per Pound ¥ Production

-thousands- -pounds- -000 pound's- -000 pounds- -cents- -000 dollars-
2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004
Maryland 2 4/ 42 4/ 84 4/ 21 4/ 193 4/ 162 4/
North Carolina 10 9 44 40 440 360 79 72 192 218 845 785
VIRGINIA 6 7 37 38 222 266 69 69 168 213 373 567
West Virginia 8 9 47 55 376 495 194 183 189 142 711 703
United States 4/ 5/ 2,599 2,556 70.0 71.8 181,727 183,582 40,785 61,222 138.7 108.5 253,106 201,790

''For producers with five or more colonies. Colonies which produced honey in more than one state were counted in each state.

" Does not include stocks under loan.
% Price weighted by sales.

#2004 data not published separately to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.
5" U.S. colonies multiplied by U.S. yield may not exactly equal U.S. Proudction due to rounding.
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