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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR All Cattle 
Milk Cows

(2 years and
older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA
1959 NA NA NA NA
1964 NA NA NA NA
1969 4,663 396 29,061 404
1974 6,635 695 27,866 137
1978 3,578 439 30,660 (D)
1982 3,240 (D) 20,386 (D)
1987 3,179 (D) 15,812 262
1992 2,379 (D) 11,879 153
1997 2,171 (D) 6,962 86

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 218 268 314

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 32,483 26,881 21,165
Grains 5,576 8,607 5,229
Tobacco (D) (D) (D)
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage (D) (D) (D)
Other field crops 6,610 11,486 9,297
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 211 (D) 305
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 37 3 25

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 5,999 9,890 10,066

Poultry and products 2,813 (D) (D)
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 245 539 795
Hogs and pigs 2,281 2,344 2,752
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) 6
Other livestock and          
 products 156 1,435 (D)

Total income from sales: 38,482 36,772 31,230

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 175 205 345

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 22 109 187 107 48 6 3 482
1978 24 86 144 98 39 17 2 410
1982 42 74 109 94 39 17 1 376
1987 31 68 94 62 39 18 2 314
1992 22 62 80 43 39 19 3 268

1997 24 51 47 52 20 24 ---- 218
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 193 158 140
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 121 110 78

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 6 6 2
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 32 22 13
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 60 57 37
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 64 51 66
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 89 57 43
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 63 75 57
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 52 53 54
NA  Not available.
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Nansemond County was changed to the City of Nansemond
on July 1, 1972.  Effective January 1, 1974, the City of Suffolk
merged with the City of Nansemond to form the City of Suffolk.  

In 1997, Suffolk land in farms totaled 76,222 acres, or 30
percent of the city's total land area of 256,051 acres.  According to
the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 218 farms in the area,
each averaging 350 acres in size and worth an average of $687,535,
including land and buildings.  

The topography of Suffolk ranges from gently rolling,
undulating areas to broad, flat, almost level areas.  Much of the
eastern border of the city is in the Dismal Swamp.  Suffolk has one
of the heaviest rainfall averages in the state, with an average annual
precipitation of 47 inches.  The climate is generally mild, as
temperatures average a moderate 40 degrees in January and 78  in
July.  The frost-free growing season averages 208 days, usually
extending between April 9 and November 3.

Suffolk’s  economy is  mostly tied to the production and
processing of agricultural products, and in 1997, receipts from the
sale of farm products totaled $38.5 million. Peanuts are the county’s
primary commodity, as Suffolk is the center of marketing and
processing of this  leading crop. In fact, the county is often proudly
referred to as the "Peanut Capital."  However, soybean acreage in
the county continues to increase, and has exceeded acreage planted
in peanuts.  In 1997, crops, including peanuts,  accounted for 84
percent of the county’s farm income.  

The estimated city population in 1990 totaled 52,143.  The
total gross personal income that year was $876.4 million, or an
average of $16,807 per capita. 

The Tidewater Research and Continuing Education Center
is located at Holland.  Research here is concentrated on peanut,
soybean, and swine production.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1964 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1969 650 104,660 455 46,218 9,783 5,438 1,725 7,674 25,301
1974 2/ 482 102,944 762 57,189 3,497 3,736 5,298 NA NA
1978 410 100,589 1,384 59,158 3,730 2,599 888 3,541 25,177
1982 376 94,224 1,564 58,714 1,667 1,682 1,651 1,510 22,233
1987 314 87,761 1,552 54,862 10,031 2,053 1,601 1,455 15,907
1992 268 83,047 1,687 58,554 3,504 2,042 2,042 1,516 13,504
1997 218 76,222 1,869 54,216 1,551 1,500 3,211 1,061 10,055
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954* NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959* NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1964* NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 5 NA NA NA 5 NA NA NA
1982 5 17 55 72 6 (D) (D) (D)
1987 4 (D) (D) 55 3 (D) (D) (D)
1992 5 (D) (D) 390 6 33 2,298 2,331
1997 NA 37 111 148 3 (D) (D) (D)

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 3/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 3/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 20 150,655
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 7 216,990
1978 5/ 10 1,472,920 ---- ---- 6 133,980
1982 13 2,150,762 1 (D) 9 (D)
1987 20 3,163,434 ---- ---- 1 (D)
1992 17 3,296,837 ---- ---- 2 (D)
1997 10 1,562,893 ---- ---- 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chicns sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS TOBACCO

Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Lb. Lb.
1935 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1964 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1969 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 21,446 90.7 1,944,427 4,614 36.7 169,286 17,847 28.8 513,567 13,826 2,572.9 35,573,252
1978 25,335 90.5 2,292,197 1,615 31.1 50,187 16,695 28.3 471,953 14,435 2,773.2 40,031,147
1982 19,655 105.6 2,075,714 6,898 34.6 238,650 20,498 29.6 606,144 13,220 2,877.6 38,042,384
1987 17,491 52.7 921,429 6,029 43.9 264,373 18,748 30.3 568,476 13,969 2,798.8 39,096,674
1992 20,027 107.6 2,154,997 7,003 56.7 396,805 18,884 32.2 607,862 14,409 2,558.6 36,867,322
1997 10,718 67.1 718,679 7,241 55.8 404,235 15,739 21.3 334,853 (D) (D) (D)

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid
disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 3,683 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 4,484 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1964 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1969 1,115 444 28,346 180 6,945 244 6,734 NA NA NA NA
1974 1,309 119 6,350 (D) (D) 241 5,980 9 1,070 6 783
1978 1,954 34 2,904 843 48,153 (D) (D) NA NA 8 740
1982 950 75 3,769 701 44,052 41 1,133 NA NA 10 1,773
1987 427 89 5,430 857 62,575 171 5,131 NA NA 12 2,195
1992 263 93 6,458 857 62,534 150 5,114 NA NA 4 355
1997 197 28 1,174 NA NA 80 3,511 NA NA (D) (D)

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 NA NA NA 120 84 NA NA
1940 14,499 NA NA 258 323 NA NA
1945 1,992 NA NA 173 209 NA NA
1950 1,591 NA NA 374 342 690 539
1954 825 NA NA 192 178 NA NA
1959 441 NA NA 99 72 NA NA
1964 457 NA NA 65 68 NA NA
1969 572 NA NA 84 40 NA NA
1974 489 NA NA NA NA 99 180
1978 402 (D) (D) 198 647 42 (D)
1982 517 NA NA 425 521 NA NA
1987 1,373 58 156 1,056 1,890 165 226
1992 946 NA NA 643 530 NA NA
1997 395 NA NA 271 879 52 (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

SUFFOLK


