LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

All Cattle Milk Cows Hogs Stock
YEAR (including (2 years and and Sheep and

milk cows) older) 1/ Pigs 2/ Lambs
1935 6,771 NA 2,101 500
1940 4,507 NA 2,071 419
1945 6,398 NA 2,830 193
1950 3,985 2,125 1,595 196
1954 4,363 2,099 1,469 72
1959 2,590 765 1,014 44
1964 3,160 711 537 41
1969 2,269 294 122 NA
1974 2,250 409 62 NA
1978 1,839 302 163 6
1982 2,439 321 49 NA
1987 1,849 205 52 NA
1992 2,007 200 56 NA
1997 3,000 (D) 8 NA

1/ "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970. 2/ Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing

information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES

ltem 1997 1992 1987
Number of farms: 137 122 143
Farm income and sales: (Thousand Dollars)

Crops Sold 309 150 (D)
Grains - -—--
Tobacco 39 26
Field seeds, hay, forage,

and silage 46 (D) (D)
Other field crops (D) -
Vegetables, sweet corn

and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) -
Nursery and greenhouse

products - (D)
Forest Products Sold - 12 9
Livestock, Poultry and

Products Sold 610 418 (D)

Poultry and products - -—--

Dairy products (D) 312 342

Cattle and calves 356 106 (D)

Hogs and pigs - -—--

Sheep, lambs and wool —--- ----

Other livestock and

products (D) -
Total income from sales: 919 569 494
Custom work and other
agricultural services: (D) 46 3

(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

Acreage Al
YEAR 50-179 | 180-499 - |_1,000-1,999
19 1049 o0 174 1/ [175.490 U %%% 1.000-over 1_J 209" Farms
1974 18 75 60 11 1 2 167
1978 15 56 56 11 2 2 142
1982 15 67 61 15 2 1 161
1987 4 73 47 13 4 2 143
1992 14 54 36 13 4 1 122
1997 15 58 38 18 7 1 137
1/ Applies to 1997. ---- Represents zero.
OPERATOR OCCUPATION AND AGE
Item 1982 1987 1992 1997
Operators by principal occupation:
Farming ..................... 45 44 37 50
Other ......... ... 116 99 85 87
Operators by age group:
Under25years ................ 1 2 1
25to34years ................ 12 10 3 6
35tod4years .............. .. 30 32 32 26
45to54years ................ 33 28 37 38
55to64years ................ NA 35 18 26
65yearsandover ............. NA 38 30 40
Average Age ................. 55 55 54 54

NA Not available. ---- Represents zero.
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WISE
COUNTY

U.S. Census of Agriculture

Wise County is located in the southwestern part of Virginia
on the Appalachian Plateau. Formed in 1856 from parts of Russell,
Lee and Scott, the county is named in honor of Henry A. Wise,
Virginia’s governor that year.

In 1997, Wise land in farms totaled 16,159 acres, or just 6
percent of the county's area of 258,155 acres. According to the
1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 137 farms in the county,
each averaging 118 acres in size and worth an average of $223,267,
including land and buildings. As in other areas of Virginia, the
proportion of farmland in Wise has dropped sharply since 1944.

The topography of the county is comprised of sharp ridges
and narrow valleys. Elevations range from 1,400 feet above sea
level in the Clinch River Valley to nearly 4,200 feet on High Knob in
the Powell Mountains. More than three-fourths of Wise is wooded,
and part of the Jefferson National Forest is located in the county.
Temperatures in the area average 37 degrees in January and 73 in
July. The frost-free growing season is roughly 157 days, usually
extending from May 5 to October 9. Annual precipitation averages
43 inches.

While agriculture plays a relatively minor role in Wise's
economy, there are some excellent dairy and cattle farms and apple
orchards in the county. In addition, burley tobacco is grown on a few
farms. Mining is the county’s primary industry, but many who are
employed in the mines operate small farms that produce food for
home consumption.

In 1990, the estimated county population totaled 39,573,
excluding 4,247 in Norton. The total gross personal income that
year was $613.6 million, or an average of $15,505 per capita.

The town of Wise is the county seat.




FARM DATA & LAND USE CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

Avg. Value LAND USE Year CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS
Year Nurgfber Léilr?d 'E’grr LAgr:z Cropland Other Woodland Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production
Farms Farms & Buildings Harvested Other Pasture Pasture 1/ Pasture | Not Pastured 1935 1/ 10,901 Bus{f lgs B;ghgéss 499 Busgzls stﬂgs 10 Bgzgilg Buihgéi
Number Acres Dollars -Acres- 1940 7,952 22.0 175,026 279 10.8 3,013 37 1,063.92 39,365
1935 2,677 89,710 32 20,768 7,513 15,174 6,290 NA 33,706 1945 7,293 275 200,317 164 17.2 2,826 54 1,337.44 72,222
1940 2,340 83,543 42 17,990 8,124 19,790 NA NA NA 1950 3,331 33.3 110,757 83 18.2 1,512 42 1,602.21 67,293
1945 2,935 85,300 83 20,026 7,179 9,011 16,076 9,765 19,709 1954 2.263 320 72.354 29 17.9 518 70 1,826.89 127,882
1950 1,749 67,742 143 11,027 6,478 10,113 7,560 7,706 20,169 1959 2/ 812 46.9 38,098 1 20.0 20 25 1.825.09 82.129
1954 1,497 60,701 122 7,917 5,560 8,611 6,956 8,014 20,537 1964 416 50.6 21,033 NA NA NA 52 1.954.90 101,655
1959 598 32,578 142 45523 4,294 6,374 3134 2,309 9,937 1969 185 503 9313 24 24.0 576 23 2.249.60 96.733
1964 502 30,752 144 4,222 1,056 1,303 3,044 NA NA 1974 135 613 8.269 NA NA NA 28 1.907.18 53.401
1969 299 21,807 236 2,941 1,280 4,284 680 887 1,295 1978 63 757 4770 NA NA NA 5 1513.71 68,117
1974 2/ 167 13,050 578 1,564 719 3,924 147 NA NA 1982 8 58.1 2787 NA NA NA 22 161116 51,557
1978 142 13,702 973 1,761 360 2,694 3,832 901 3,443 1987 60 84.5 5,070 NA NA NA 25 1,272.48 31,812
1982 161 13,092 1,053 1,818 611 3,677 2,618 881 2,778 1992 8 106.3 850 NA NA NA 40 1,386.05 55,442
1987 143 15,000 1,005 2,078 350 4,676 1,766 994 4,627 1997 24 835 2,005 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 122 13,247 1,248 2,142 206 4,446 2,261 1,179 2,706 - - - - - - -
1997 137 16.159 1,790 2,900 309 3,507 3.646 2,052 4,038 1/ All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54. 2/ For grain only, 1959-92. NA Not available.
1/ Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. Acreage
beginning with %964 refer to pastureland an% raggeland, oth?ar than cropla%d angwoodland pasturedp, on farms with sales z)/f agricﬁltural products of $2,500 and ovgr. CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION
2/ Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more. NA Not Available. Year Vegetables Oats Threshed Barley Threshed Rye Threshed or Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes
for sale 1/ or Combined 2/ or Combined 2/ Combined 2/ =
APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS Acreage Acreage | Bushels Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels | Acreage | Bushels
APPLES PEACHES 1510 2w 2ew 2 es  so 52 e saa o1 oo
Year No. Farms Non-bearing Bearing Total No. Farms Non-bearing Bearing Total 1945 217 5 50 134 3.464 37 624 903 60,588 202 11822
Reporting Trees Trees Reporting Trees Trees 1950 140 63 1,022 32 511 23 391 255 26,360 5 2,247
o R R v e m o mooamo 4w k@ omem 2 o
1945 2.304 NA NA 145801 452 NA NA 3101 1959 21 55 1,994 NA NA 4 105 76 5,107 1 388
1950 1,153 23,272 84,769 108,041 139 840 397 1,237 1964 10 NA NA NA NA NA NA 23 3,219 NA 231
1969 7 NA NA NA NA 4 83 NA NA NA NA
1954* 316 8,840 36,568 45,408 56 109 289 398
1959 163 7,915 34,934 42,849 1 42 275 317 1974 1 NA NA NA NA NA NA 5 471 NA 20
1978 14 NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 174 (D) (D)
1964* 156 9,689 27,662 37,351 5 22 28 50
1969* 1/ 19 3,417 12,191 15,608 NA NA NA NA 1982 15 NA NA NA NA NA NA 3 460 NA NA
= 1987 (D) NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1974% 1 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1992 18 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 2/ 18 NA NA NA 1 NA NA NA
1982 18 2,605 5,260 7,865 NA NA NA NA _ L . . — __ e e S -
1987 14 1,230 2,292 3,522 NA NA NA NA 1/ Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes. 2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.
1992 5 860 2,754 3,614 NA NA NA NA 3/ Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
1997 3 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
* Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines. 1/ Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION
2/ Data for all farms. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. Year All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/
Ao | toree | _Top | fome | Ton | foee 1 To
Year Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age 1940 4:085 14 16 3:007 3:091 357 254
Number of Farms | Number Sold Number of Farms | Number Sold Number of Farms | Number Sold 1945 5,670 63 151 4,237 5427 93 92
1945 1/ 2,212 127,603 25 629 NA NA 1950 4,150 422 887 2,715 3,059 219 236
1950 2/ 330 11,588 25 217 NA NA 1954 3,723 296 758 2,205 2,497 389 460
1954 3/ 1 1,200 51 390 NA NA 1959 2,548 384 953 1,733 2,404 95 88
1959 3/ h 10 74 NA NA 1964 2,837 310 668 763 1,404 38 80
1964 3/ 4/ - 2 12 NA NA 1969 2,005 56 131 604 1,127 NA NA
1969 4/ - - 1 1,804 1974 893 38 75 313 575 NA NA
1974 5/ 6/ - NA NA 1 (D) 1978 1,255 (D) 131 993 1,269 (D) 7
1978 5/ ---- ---- 3 67 1982 1,318 101 120 1,146 1,772 NA NA
1982 - - 1 (D) - 1987 1,786 98 206 1,075 1,611 30 (D)
1987 - === === - === 1992 1,905 217 284 1,129 1,678 (D) (D)
1992 1997 2,750 (D) 50 2,348 4,366 (D) (D)
1997 (D) (D) 1/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural
1/ 1945 Chickens raised. Turkeys raised. 2/ 1950 Chickens sold. Turkeys raised. 3/ 1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised. 4/ 1969 and products of $2,500 and over. Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms. Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 3/ Beginning
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old. 1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over. 5/ 1974 and 1978 Broilers and with 1978 data are for all farms. NA Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
other meat type chickens sold. 6/ 1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over. (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms. ---- Represents zero. NA Not available.
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