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PART VI

- LIVESTOCK, DAIRYING, AND POULTRY

General

Livestock and livestock products earned $3,5h7,300 for Adams County farmers in
1959, This value was 19th highést among all Washington counties and represented 1l
percent of the valuve of 2ll farm products sold in Adams County that year, Raising
and feeding beef cattle constitutes a majority of livestocl: enterprises; with hogs
being the second most iuportant livesteck industry. The number of cattle and
calves on Adam& County larms in 1959 ranked 16th statewide, hogs ranked 8th, and
sheep and lambs 16th, Other classes of livestock, including poultry, dairy cattle,
and horses and mules, are uinor, - , o : ' ,

~Horses 04l1%
— Sheep and Lambs 0.6%

Total Value of Livestock Sold Alive: $3,L428,6LbL.

Source: U.S. Census of Agriculturé. Data are based on reports from a
sample of farms, : '

Figure 11, Value of. ILivestock Sold Alive in Adams County, 1959,



Crop and Livestock ggporting.Service Bulletin "~ L3

Beef Cattle and Dairying

Beef cattle numbers have doubled during the period of irrization development in
Acams County, going from 17,500 head in 1950 to 34,800 in 1963. liost of the gain
has been caused by an increase in cattle feeding operctions, developed to take ad-
vantage of increased alfalfa, corn, sugar beet tops, and othcr feeds produced on
irrigated farms. About half the farms in the county keep at least a few head of
beef or milk animals to better utilize crop residues, Large feedlots having over
a thousand head capacily each have been established at Othello and Cunningham,

Of the 378 farms rcporting cattle on hand in 1959, 56 percent had fewer than 20
head, 31 percent had from 20 to 99 head, and the remaining 13 percent had 100 or
more, Cow-calf beef operations, now in the minority co.pared to feedlois, are
largely confined to ranches in the eastern drylands, Sone of these cow=-calf
operators now do their own finishing, Sales of live beef and dairy animals in 1959
earned $3,106,195 for Adams County farmers. . '

Table 29, Cattle lumbers on Farms in '
Adams County, 1919-~1963,°

¥ All Cattle! Beef Cattle | Dairy Catile

€8T | (heag) (head) (head)

1949 | 19,700 17,800 1,900

1950 | 19,300 17,500 1,800

1951 | 20,000 18,600 1,400

1952 ; 22,100 ! 21,000 1,100

1955+ 23,000 22,120 900

195h | 23,900 23,100 500

1955 | 24,200 23,400 - 800 -

1956 +  2L,500 23,600 900

1957 1 22,200 21,300 900

1958 | 23,000 22,300 700

1959 1 26,500 25,600 900

1960 | 29,500 28,600 900

1961 | 30,000 29,200 900 '
1962 | 32,500 31,500 900 N
1953 1 35,500 34,800 700

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.g;

Dairy cow punbers have decreased from 1,900 in 19l9 to 700 in 1963, parily
becanse of zester emchasis now on fesding beef cattle. Despite this reduction,
hewewar, dncome foow sele of dairy produscis merz than doubled between 1949 and 1959,
Ths essen for this 1s thal faruers are now selliing much more of their milk as
whols milk ra“her than selling only creem as they did nreviously.

"Hogs, Sheep and Horses

- Increased lccal supplies of corm, bailey, and chopped alialfa have favored ex-
pansion of commereial hog raising, and numters increased from 1,343 in 1950 to
. 6,509 in 1959, Hog raising is generally a sideline bmusiness-~of the 179 farms
having hogs in 1959, 131 had nnder 25 head. Feeder Lierds of 100 or more hogs were
reporied by 15 famis. Hog sales from 107 farms earned $2946,769 in 1959,
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Table 30, Dairy Products Sold From Farms in

al,o 1aro .

A Aoy % 4~y h |
nagams OUnGy,; L7477k 7 57

Year AL Milk or | Whole Milk Sold | Butterfat Sold
" | Cream Sold -
dollars pounds.  :|  pounds
199 | 28,037 . | - 230,173. .| 28,872
195k | 13,938 . | 236,769 - 11,374
1959 | 67,325 1,570,743 1l;, 1168

Source: U.,S. Census of Agriculture, Data are based
on réeports for a sample of famms,

Sheep and lambs numbered 15,715 on county farms in 1945, then decreased to 697
in 1954, By 19%9 they were back up to 5,082, The trend has been from large range
sands to small flocks on irrigated farms; average mumber of sheep per farm went from
ibout 1,000 in 1539 to 78 in 1959, Of 65 farms reporting sheep on hand in 1959 only
7 had 300 head cr more, The few.remainirg large-range operations are on drylands in
the eastern part of the county. Sheep and lambs were sold alive from 37 farms in
1959 for $20,826, and 52 farms sheared 41,786 pounds of wool.

Tractors have nearly eliminated the need for horses and iules as work animals
in Adams County as in the rest of the United States. 4 few are still used for
working cattle, riding fences, etc., bub:the mejority are now kept for pleasure,
Mumbers declined steadily between 1940 and 1954, going from 2,398 to 137, then in-
creased slightly to L90 in 1959,

Table 3L, Hogs, Sheep, Wool Shorn and Horses and iiules on
Adaiis County Farms, 1910-1959,

{Hogs and Pigs Sheep and Lambs Horses and lules
Yéar; (head) (head) | Wool Shorn (pounds) {(head)
9ho| 13,3831/ | 36,188 2/ 303,332 2,398 ¥/
9451 2,497 15,715 192,563 1,203
1950 1,343 6,90 |- 63,780 720
1954 1,506 697 5,826 h37
1959} 6,509 - 5,082 | 41,786 490

1/ Animals over 4 months 61d--1940 only.
2/ Animals over 6 months 014—1940 onlye

‘ 3/ Animals over 3 months '01d--1940 only.
Source: U,S, Census of Agriculture.

Poultgx

The poultry business has been on a slight downward trend in recent years. The
number of chickens four months old and over on farms decreased from 25,960 in 1949
to 17,433 in 1959, and ez sales went from 95,743 to 87,3L3 dozen during the same
period. Only 71 turleys were raised in the county in 1959 as compared to 2,600 in
195L. Newly settled families on irrigation tracts often tuwrn initially to poultry as
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a quick cash source; then change their operations to field crops,

Table 32, Chickens, Eggs, and Turkeys
in Adams County, 1939-1959,

Chickens | Egg Production |Turkeys
Year |, farms B {dozens) raised
1939 | 40,702 328,83 2,368
9Lk | LhL,569 349,932 641
1949 | 25,9601/ | 95,732/ 685
195l | 22,306Y 96,6762/ 2,600
1959 | 17,h331Y/ 87,3432/ ‘ 71

1/ Birds fowr months old and overe.

g/ Egas sold; figures for years before 1949 represent
total production.

Source: U,S, Census of Agriculture.




