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PART IV
The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size

Small farme predominate in Benton County, Most of the small places are
Irrigated and produce a variety of crops. The number of farms has fluctuated
gomewhat more than might be expscted and the acreage alsoc has followed this
rattern because of varied outside pressures, The peak humber of farms was
reached in 1925 while a low of 1,281 farms was recorded in 1945, Since 1945
the number of farms has increased slowly, Acreage reached its peak in 1950
btut the trend has not been steady,

Despite the fact that the average size of farms is well above the state
average (LOl acres compared to 270) it is not a true indication of the age
farm in Benton County, Over 82 percent of the farms in 1954 were 100 acrés
or smaller while 96 farms in the county had 1,000 or more acres, Large wheat
and cattle ranches make the average somewhat high,

Changes in the number of farms and acreage cah be accounted for by several
factors, From 1930 to 1940 much land was brought into production by irrigatien
in the Lower Yakima Valley, Because of irrigation district regulations, each
farm acreage was kept emall, generally of the family-size type of farm holding,
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During the 19405 period, the decrease in farm acreage rosulted from
action on the part of the Federal Govermment, In this period, the Hanford
Works U, S, Atomic Energy Commission Reservation was established, Almost all
of the northern one~half of Benton County was reserved and taken out of farm .
production, :

Acreage was increased agaln in the 1945450 period because of high prices
and large demands for wheat, There was considerable expansion in the Horse
Heaven Hille area which was .devoted to wheat raising, The latest acreage re-
duction may be atiributed to two factors. The first has been %he rapld subur-
‘ban growth around Kennewick and Richland. The other factor has been the
reductior of wheat aecreage brought on by farm program controls,

.Tabie 104~ Farms, Number and Avarage_Size,‘iand in_Fafmsa
Benton County, 1910-195L

. - B kol | Average size | p o
 Census | Totdl Farme | poeoryoopn? | of farms in | goroent of
Yoar | in the County (acrés)‘~ the oounty in garms

- | ‘ (acres) '

1920 - 1,519 - - 3tL,811 | 2L5 - 33uk-
1925 - 1,841 349,631 - . 150 31ek
1930 | 1,668 c.0320,805 192 . 28,8
1940. 1,673 - | 519,662 - | - 310 k647
1945 1,281 L77,371 373 42,9
1950 1,435 670,487 L67 60,7
198Lh | 1,483 595,186 ko1 5345

Source: U,S. Census, Agriculture

Large Farme:

Most of the large farms ip Benton County are located: in the Horse Heaven
Hills, Many of these farms specialize in growing wheat and have largs acreages
in production, High prices after World War II gave many ranchers ineentive to
switeh. from livestock operations to wheat farming, Farms with 5,000 acres or
more of land are generally devoted to ranching,

In 195k, there were 96 farms in Benton County that exceeded 1,000 acres,
Of this number, 23 had 5,000 or more acres under adtive management and the land
in the large farms included 88 percent of all the land in farms within the
county, The remalning 12 percent: was devoted to small irrigated farms along
the Yakima River, Cultivated cropland harvested on the large farms totaled
142,557 acres which included most of the cropland in the county in 195,

Grouping farms by size shows L3l farms had 10 to 29 acres in 195k, This
was the largest group, Next was the group with less than 10 acres each~-377
farms, The 70 to 99 acre class was third, being made up of 106 farms. Fourth
in rank was the group with 1,000 acres and over, totaling 96 ferme, The rest
of the groupings are considerably smaller and about the same number of farms
appeared in each group, : : -

[



Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin . .~ 97

Table 11,4 Large Farms: Number and General Land Use -
Benton County, 1954

T Y¥arms Farms

Land Utilization on . = 1,000 to 5,000 aores
Large Farms =, . | 4,999 acrss and over
Nunber of farmEewowmmnscomamnmenme 73 farmg - . 23 farms

Land in farmssrmeceammeomananees | 194,730 acres 329,7h8 acres -
Cropland harvestédemmmemmmaeame= 77,713 acres [ 64,88l acres
Cropland used only for pasture 828 acres hAnon acrex
Cropland not harves ed and not "
© pastured (idle, fallow land)=-| 77,355 acres 70,6?8 acres -

Woodland pasturedmmeemmmecameasa | 3,160 acres -
WOOdl&nd not pastured--lmh -------- L1 L
Other pasturs (not cropland and

not woodland)--- -------------- 2&,375 acres | 181,951 acres

'Z:.Sourca.v U.S. Census; Ap¥iculture

Types of Farmg"

No one type<of farm predominated in Benton County according to the 1954
Census of Agriculture, Farms growing field erops such as wheat, potatoes,

barley and alfalfa were most numercus, Nearly one~half of the farms were mise
cellarecus and unclassified- ‘88 a result of the .part-time farming system oommon
in the Pasco-Kennewick-Richland 1ndustria1 area and the lower Yakima Valley.

Table 12 ,= Types of Farms, Benton Cnunty, 1954

TR -1 Percent of
Type of Farms e %% | 211 farms in
‘ - ‘ | the county
Total farma in county....................o. 1;)483
FieldﬁC?Gp farﬂlﬂco-oto-olooeolnaotibllQGICO . 281
caSh"grainqocoutonoc.ocooooo scesdbssees ' 116 7.8
O'bher fleld"cropottobctouc.u.oo.oololoo ' 165 | 11.1
Veget.able farmsn...........-..........un',", 50 l 3-’4
F.!“J.lt=a1".d-=nut far”"'ﬂtoooa-qao--n-ooo-octocoo 125 anh
Dail‘y farmsot'..l!ooooaoooaoovCGIQO100l"" 155 10.5
PO“ltry faI‘mS..on.g........n-...-...ou.u ) 57 308
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry, 140 AN
nggral farmsiﬁﬁiioo.oneo--oolooce.l.o.o'.. ma . -
Primarily ClUPsseersrscovescnssuscsssne 82 : 5.5
Primarily livestouk.uu....u......... 15 160
GI‘Op and 1ivestock....n...........uu }45 340
Miecellaneous and unclassified £aIMB..e.e.. 667 Lkeo

Sourcét U,S. Census, Agrieuiﬁﬁre
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Farn Values .-~ .- . ch P IV

The money or market value of land and fa.nn buildings has increased since
1910, During the period 1910 te 1930 land velues increaded only slightly.
The depression decade from 1930 to 1940 saw values of land

but them was a tremendmzs mcrease from the mid~19h0 Is to the presant time,

In J95h the value of land and buildings reached its peak of $ii2, 650,255.
Part of this increase may be attributed to increased demand for land and the
increase in the gverage eize of farms but also in part to the devaluation of
the dollsr that has taken place in recent yeare, - The average 160«acre farm
was valued at $26,085 in 1954, On a per acre basis the county average was
$83,25-~e14ght1y below the state average. .

Table 13.- Value of Farm Property
‘ Benton Gounty, 1910-195h

TR T Value i ount Avera e Values

Year | A1l Farm Property |- Per Farm er Acre
in County (do;[.lars) (dollars)
1910 $1h.316 556 $11,155 $55
- 19301 - 10 5h5 670 | - 6,322 33
Lo isho .. 78750658 - Ly708 15
; 19501 .. 32,?110,960 . 22 816- L5
198k | . 12,650,255 | . 28,085 . 83

So_urce: JU,S, ansus, Ag‘ riculture . . .

Farm Ownership and Tenure - - . —-~- S o Co e

*Farm -ownership has steadily inereased from 63 percent full owners in 1920
to 75 pertent in 195k, according %o.the United States Census oft Agricul’cure.

- Farms by Tenure of Operator, Benton County .,
Type of : (Based on U.S. Cansus, 1954) '
Operater - -,

Pull owmsr - 7540
Parb owmeriieiiiosimeny 0 T 16,0
Tenants Bed
Manager )

Number of Farms

' dho 2do ado 4do sdo ‘edo 7d9 ac?b. oo 16001100

Figure 8= Farms by Tenure of Opérator, Benton County, 195k,
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T+tle i, ~ Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent -of Farms'

By Tenure of Operator, Benton County

Nomber —LUil Owners | Part Owners | Managers | Tenanbs

number | percent | number | percent | number |percent | number | percent
aof of all| of of all| of | of all| of of all

farms| farms | farms| farms | farme| farms | farms| farms

19251 1,841 | 1,163] 63,2 26k | 1he3 102 | 5.5 312 | 16.9
1930 1,668 | 1,051 63,0 233 | 1k.0 U8 | 249 336 | 20,1 .
1935 1,882 | 1,159] 61.6 216 | 11,5 Wl | 2.2 | 466 | 2,8
19401 1,673 | 1,122] 67.1 247 | 1448 10 6 294 | 17.6
19451 1,281 986] 17.0 151 | 11,8 12 o9 | 132 | 10,3
1950 1,43L4 | 1,095! 76,4 | 196 | 13,7 11 .8 133 | 9.3
1954 |- 1,482 | 1,112 75,0 238 | 16,0 12 o8 121 | 8,2

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture

Year \Farms in
County

Part ownership has remained practically constant at about 15 percent of the

total rmumber of farms, Managed farms and farms operated by tenants have dew~
creased, Tenancy reached its peak in 1935 when one~fourth of all farms were
occupled by tenants; it reached its low point in 195k, accounting for only 8
percent, ' ) ‘

The upward trand of farm ownership has been caused mainly by increased
irrigation activities, It has been possible for farmers to buy small irrigated
farms and this has been more attractive than renting larger dryland acreages,

- Total Land 1ﬁ Farms w 602,633 aores
Cropland o
Hapvested ' 29.'5
Cropland
Vaed onl 1.9
For Pasture
Idle - 25
Cropland ‘4
Woodland ..
Pasture )
Woodland Not .
Pasgtured . .ol
Cther P
Pasture 386
Other Land 447

_ tho 1o zho
b Thousandg_ of Aores- .

'Figufe Gpm Utilizatipn of_rarmland in Benton Gbuﬁty, 198k '
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Farmland UtIIizatiqn o o

Rangeland in Béntbh County amounts to over one—third of all the farmland
- in use, Cropland accounts for almost another one-third, Idle eropland
~_amounted to one-fourth of the farmland which points out the practice of ¥ale

~lowing land which prevails among the -wheat farmers, There is prastically no
woodland in the county because of the very lew rainfall, Benton County ranked
‘ninth in the state for cropland harvested in 1954, Irrigation and dryland

. oropplng systems plus a balanced livestock program result in a well-divergified

pattern of agriculture although the individusl farme may not . be-diversified,

Farm Residence and Operation

__Benton County is characterized by a large proportion of ‘werkers reaiding
on farme-and dividing their labor between agriculture’ and off-farm works Work
..oppartunities are presented by the.county, state and federal government 4n
- bighway maintenance, Atomlc Energy Commission projects and other local jobs.

In 195K more than 50 percent of ‘all Benton farmers had off-farm income exe

..~ ceeding the value of farm products sold, . Farmers who worked off their farms

.~ mumbered 1,068, and of these 849 worked off the farm 100 days or more, according
.. to'the 1954 Census of Agriculture, . , . :

 figble 15,5 Specified Facilities and Equipment en Farms
Benton County, 1954 '

.. Facility or * | Munber of @z;;:"_ﬁn‘?coﬁﬁ;y .
: Equipment Item - - | Farms Using ' ‘ S
quipm _Equipped
Telaphone..............&‘. saess | . 951 6h01
Elec'bricj.ty’o Ssevecasessene e 1,‘183 100.0
Telovieion Seticseeesssasenene. 293 19,8
Pipisd running watereeesssevrses 1315»83 100,0
Home freezer-..cuon-c-'ou-occao h96 . 330’"
- Electric plg brooderseccassess 60 . L0
Power feed grinderecsscacsesee 117 749
Milking machinG@eeessscesosnsen - 205 13Q8
GT&T!.H embinea..QlttttQ‘lvttno 1?5 1108
Corn pickeraouooc.oooooononpo- s o3
Piol':-up balers..........nu.. 112 706
Figld forage harvesterS.sssees 38 26
Artificial ponds, reservoirs
and earch tankseeseesssocs 81 : 5'5
Mﬂtclrtmckslao.oloo'ooo.o-noosao 8h6 57‘0
Trac-tora..........n........_u 1,207 81¢h
AutcmObileaogupq;ooooouo-o_oioo . l,h13 9503

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture

Farm Faecilities

In 195 Benton County agriculture as a whole was below the state average
in use of machinery, facilities and utilities, Hewever, it ranks high in items
used to increase farn home living standards, Nearly all farm homes had electrie
city and piped running water, Telephone use in farm homes has lagged, however,
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with only 64 percent of 21l homes having telsphones in 195k,

Farm mechanization has been relatively slew in Benton County., FPart of
this may be explained by the large number of small farms on which it has not
been evonendcally feasible to huve expansive equipment, Inmany cases it da

more economical to hire Lhe work done rather than own the machinery. Wheeled
tractors are the most cummon, with 930 farmers using them. About three«fourths
of tha farm uperaters uss trucks in their farm work, All of the large farms
were walleequipped with combines and power feed grinders which are essential in
large«scale grain and livestock farming,

Irrigation Facilitles

Irrigated agriculture has increased steadily. Since 1950, 65 farmers have
added irrigation facilities, Most new irrigation consists of ditches diverting
Yakima River wator tut some newer facilities are individual farm installations
of wells, pumps and sprinkler systems. Irrigated acreage rose frem 30,979
acres in 1945 to 48,839 acres in 1954, In recent years more irrigation water
has been applied to pastures. Irrigated pasture increased approximately L,000
acres from 1950 to 1955, About 75 percent of the irrigated land is devoted to
crop growing with potatoes, wheat, barley and aifalfa hay as leading irrigsted
crops,

Table 16,~ Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreage
Benton County, 1950 and 1954

L

Ttem 1950 T 195

Mber of irriga‘bed famsc.oaoooooopaoon. 1’226 1’291
Land irrigated.sesceseoavioscnconsesncene | 38,229 acres | 48,839 acres
Irrigated land in farms according to use:

Farms irrigating oropSoscecesssscsse 1,121 1’081
Farms irrigating pastureécsssceceoese 653 829
Acres of orops irrigatedcecsesessese 28,596 37.’580
Acres of pasture irrigated,esececsss | 7,627 11,259

Source: U,8. Census, Agriculture




