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PART VIT
Farm Marketing and Level of Living

E@caﬁion”gpd TransﬁofﬁationﬁFom'Mérkéﬁing .

... -The Benton County farming region is well located for :statewide and trans-
-continental marketing and!is well-provided with rail, truck and water shipping
- facilitiess There is-transcontinental railway.service by the Northern Pacific
and the Ssattle, Portland and Spokane Railway which conmects with ether lines
in Spokans and Portland. Rail eonnections are good to the Puget Sound, Lower
Columbia River anc Epokane marketing areas, Rail travel time is less than S

'a'qhours to =ach of these major markgts'and redistributing centers, ' . .

i .+ Trugik hauling has been greatly improved in recent years bwv arterial inter-

- state-and state.highways, U.S, Highways L10 and 97. traversing: the: Yakima

. Valley and crossing the Cascade Mountains over low passes: 'give rapid. connectlons
with processors in the Yakima Valley -and the populeus wholesale, retuil and .
rrocessor mackets of Puget Sound, U,S, Highways 830 and 30 and State Highway
8 give good socess through the Columbia River Gorge to the major wiiolesale and
graln terminals in the Portland.and Lower Columbia River region, U.,S. Highway
395 and State Hghway 11 give rapid hauling to the greater Spokane ures.

~

Local facilities of state, county =t 0w L

delivery of crops and livestock from farms to local processors, shippers and
wholesalers,

With recent completion of the navigation locks at The Dalles, Oregon and
McNary Dam, Benton County has barge and small ship service for delivery of its
bulky grain crops te tidewater ports on the Columbia River. Beanton County
wheat goes mainly to the lower Columbia River area for storage, processing or

export,

Income: Value of Products Sold

Censug of Agriculture data on the value of farm products gold show that
the trend of gross incomes has been upward in recent years, All Benton County
farms marketed $15,379,000 worth of agricultural products in 195k compared with
$7,398,00C in 194k and $8,573,000 in 1949, Oross returns to farmers have
doubled since 194k,

Sales of farm products vary by different types and sizes of commercial
farms. About 950 farms were classificd as commercial receiving over $250 per
year for sales in 175k, and 650 were non~cormercial with no significant re-
ceipte for farm production. Over one-fifth of the county farm income was
received by large commercial farms who sell over $25,0CC worth of oreps and
livestock, Cwer one~third of the commercial farms were in the olass that re=
ceive between $5,000 and up to $25,000 per year. Another third were in the
class that receive $250 to £5,000 for farm products. Low income farms that
take in less than $2,500 per year were not common, mumbering only L5 in 195k,




Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin

51

Total Value of all Farm Products Sold, 195L: $15,379,081

Field Crops

- e

Figure 13,- Sourccs of Cash Income, Benton County Farms, 19t

Source: U,S, Census) A riculture, 195k,

Table 36,~ Crops Marketed From Benton.County Farms, 195k, .

Amount Heceived '
Percent All
. F
'?ype of Crop Sold 3 ?%°l§§?§§s ‘| Grops Sold
Field Crops (wheat, barley, field corn,
alfalfa, potatoes, sugar beets, - | -
Fruits (peaghes, pears, cherries, .
applgs, apricots, prunes, grapes - 1,561,976 12,5

Vegetables (asparagus, green peas,
sweet corn; lettuce, tomatoes,
rutabagas, carrots and melons 407

Horticultural Specialties (trees,
shrubs, cut flowers, plants,

bulbs, seeds, etc, s 22,080 o2

y PRSI S
Total amount reteived by

farmers for sash crops . $12,L32, 866 100.0

.Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture,
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Marketing Iivestock: Cattle, Sheep and Hogs

s
Trace in live animals to meat packers, feed yards and breeders is a ma jor
activity in Benton County agricultural marketing., Sales of live animals were
made ty cver 680 farms and total returns were over $1,571,000 during 195k, )
Livestockmen sell individually to country buyers from meat packing houses and
feed yards, but in most cases animsls are being hauled to terminal stockyards
and community livestock sales yards for competitive bidding by various buyers,
Major auction yards used by the livestockmen are state licensed union and come
mnity yarde at Prosser, Sunnyside, Toppenish, Wapato and Walla Walla, BSlaughi:
ter cutlets include 8 state or federal inspected plants in Yakima County, one
at Pasco and one at Walla Walla,
Finished and feéder beef cattle and some cull dalry cattle are the major
livestock ltems, Over 7,700 head of cattle worth over $1,130,000 were merketed
in 1954, Calves for feeders and stockers number about 2,700 per year with a
sale valus of nearly $145,000, ‘In 195k there were 590 farms which sold cattle
and calves, Some farms specialized in dry-lot feeding of range cattle for
slaughter markets, - o L '
Table 37.- Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed
' Benton County, 1954
‘ Cluss of Livestook — —Quantity — Amount Recelved —
Products Sold Marketed By Farmers
Dairy Products _ .
W}lﬁle milknn-un ------ A - - - 11‘,82%-,825 1b8' $ 515*8:'(8)29 L 4
Butterfate- - - 78,751 1lbe,.* 2,807 i
Total all dairy products $~ 800,836
Poultry and poultry products o L
.Chickens~-~ —— —— 62,6L2 birds | ---$ - 58,131
Eg@Bmmmremmmmmmmm e ———— 379,112 dozen 167,229
Turkeys, ducks, geesermwem= | 90,428 birds S0k, 429
~ Total all poultry & poultry products $ 725,169
Animals sold alive _ ‘ :
Cattlemmummmmenremcnec———— ~| 7,765 head $1,130,666
- 0alveSmmmrmmmimrn s - 2,765 head 1L4,528
Hogs and pigSe—ameeccemeeeus| | 3,695 head 113,280
".Shaep and lambgmae=—cceanas - 10,867 head 176,023
Horses and mulesemee-cmeeew i 11l head 7,353
Total all animals sold alive $1,571, 650
Other: livestock.-and livestock R e
Produats 801dwe-mmemmomme o ————————— —————— - $  L2,011 -
Total amount received for 1£vestock
A and livestock productgmmmem——-—newwu- wem 1 §$2,9h),186
Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture ' .

Sheep and lambs and wool are:second to cattle in market value. In 195k
thers were over 10,800 head sold as slaughter lambs, breeding stock and feeders,
Sales were made by 63 farms and the total receipts were $176,000, Sheepmen in
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1954 sold over 84,000 pounds of ‘wool for a return of over ‘$42,000. Wool gener=
ally is pooled and shipped to Portland and other national wool markets under

.
direction of the Washington Wool Grewers Assoclation,

Hogs were marketed to Yakima Valley, Puget Sound, Pertland and'Spokane
vacking house buyers by 160 farms during 195h4, Some farms specialized in hog

~ew e a Ry FoV.Y
feeding using Yakima Valley corn and eastern Washington barley. About 3,700

head were sold during 1954 tringing a veturn of $113,280 to hog feeders,

Marketing Poultry and Egzs

.Trade in poultry and poultry products has inereased nearly two~fold since
1950, Most of it is on a -cooperative basis. Poultrymen have expanded their
miriiets in the immediate market: area of the Yakima Valley and the Tri-cities
&nd have produced a large volume of turkeys in recent years for export to major

Pacific Northwest cities, Over LOO poultry producers sold eggs, chickens and
turkeys during 1954 and total off-farm sales were more than $729,000,

et

ducers sold turkeys valued at over $500,000 to buyers, slaughtering plants and
told packers., Major outlets were to processing.plants of the Washington Coop-
erative Farmers Association at Yakima, Sunnyside and Kennewick and to meat

packers in Yakima, Grandview, Toppenish, Kennewick and Walle Walla. With over

Turkey marketiné was the major activity in 195L. About 50 turkey pro-

- 90,000 turkeys.raised for market, Benton County is a surplus area in turkeys

and distant markets are sought to consume its production.

Marketing fresh eggs, mainly through a cooperative, brought a total return

of $167,000 to over 300 producers during 195L., Over 379,000 dozen eggs were

Sold and nearly all of these went through local channels for fresh market in
Yakima, Benton and Franklin Counties. A major channel was through the Washw-
ington Cooperative Farmers Association plants at Yakima, Sunnyside, Kemnewlek
and Walla Walla,

Live chickens and broilers were s0ld by over 200 producers in 1954, Their
volume in that year was over 62,000 birds selling for $58,000, About seven
voultrymen specialized in broilers or fryers for the fresh and cold pack
markets, Most sales were made by producer-members of the Washington Cooperative
Parmers Assoclation but independent poultry packers and wholesalers at Yakima,
Toppenish, Grandview and Kennewick were also important outlets,

Yarketing Dairy Products

Marketing fluid milk by dairymen is based on supplying the greatly in-
creased industrial and urban population in the lower Yakima Valley and the
Tri-cities area of Benton and Franklin Countiss, This market has grown sinee
1940 to over 85,000 persons., Dairy farmers ship whole milk to fluid milk
distributors and dairy plants in Yakima, Benton and Franklin Counties, In 195k

Awim weama -

there were 224 milk producing farms in Benton County which shipped 1k,821,825

.pounds of Tluid milk and over 78,000 pounds of cream, Their total returns were

$600,836, Major outlets were Yakima Dairymens Asscciation plants and distri-

.outors in Sunnyside, Grandview and Kennewick, Many Bsnton County dairymen are

nrotdiinsan_mwm (RO, o

producer-members in this marketing cooperative, Other private distributing
and factory plants which buy fluid milk and cream are in Pasco, Kennewiek and
Lower Yakima Valley cities,



sh Benton County, Washihgton

T4

Yarketing Urops: Wheat, Small Crains, Hay, Gorn'Aa _ :

- N E ] mrmer ammmlaad o =

: Wheat and other amall grains are the major crops marketed in terms of
value and volume of shlpments. Facilities for country storage, shipplng and
hauling of the cash~graih crops are well -developed, There are 1?2 state licensed
nublic grain warehouses within the county. They have a total grain storage

capacity of 5,35L,000 bushels. In Kenuewick there are three warehouses and the
capacity 1s 3,995,000 bushels, Paterson has a capacity of 795,000 bushels in
two warehouses, Other storage locations are at Whitstran, Prosser, Vista and
Kiona. <0

2 -

During the 195h marketing year, wheat and barley were the "leading items
in agricultural marketing. Cash grain sales btrought in over §5,575,000, over

one~third of all farm gross income in Beniton County, Census figures for 195L
chawad that nhnn"' D ovntrzans s~ald 2 ANVY-N0N Wiahele af wrhaad swranth ahaird
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$5,000,0C0, Barley sales were made by 100 growers amounting to 163,000 bushels
worth abeut. $475,000, Rye, oats and mixed grains in the amount of 97,000
bushels werth over $100,000 were also marketed, These large sbocks of grain

- were moved from the 10091 public storages to flour millk, feed mills, govern=

ment terminal storages and other terminals in the Pacific Nerthwest, California
and eastern United States,

areas needing hay supplies, In addition, 1,000 tons or more of graln hay and
straw worth about $20,000 were sold. In more recent yzars field eorn grain

marketing has greatly increased, - Sold in the Yakima Valley and to feed mills "
in all parts of the state, corn returned a value of over $180,000 to 70 growers,

Marketing Frult and Grape ‘ . :

A LS, 114

Tree,fruits and grapes for processors;and fresh markets were sacond to
grains and hay in crop marketing value, 8ales from orchards 'and vineyards were
valued at over $1,500,000 in 195L, The major outlet is to the fruit processing
industry in the Yakima Valley extending from Kennewick to Yakima. This 1s one

~of the major areas in western United States where fruit and grapes are prow
sessed for distribution to national and foreign markets, The Benton County
nortion of the Yakima Valley also ships large volumes of fresh fruit and grapes
to the urban markets of the Puget Sound Basin, the Lower Columbia R1Ver, Spo-
kane and sther cities in the west and midwest,

In 1954 the harvested and marketable frult production of Benton County

recorded by the Census included 26,000 boxes of apples, 1,000 tons of peaches,
1,500 tons of cherries, 1,760 tons of plums, 1,000 tons of apn;cots and 8,000
tons of grapes,

Exact data on the marketing :and’ utilization of this production are not .
aveilable, but a large share of it moved to fresh market. lLarge quantities . -
was processed in camnmeries, Juice plants and drying plants lecated in Orand-
view, Sunnyside and Yakima in Yakima County and at Prosser and Kennewick in -
Benton Cointy. UCome moved to Oregon plamts too, .Carlot shipment.data for
1956 showsd the following volumes loaded at recevving stations in the Benton
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County and lower valley reglon of Yakima County: Grandview, 62 carloads of
apples, 12 cars of cherries, 21 mixed fruits, 22 peaches, 62 pears, 137 plums;

Sunnyside; 95 cars of plums; Benton, S cars of plums; Prosser, L carloads of

_ grapes, Mbst fruit is marketed through five cooperatives in the lower Yakims
Valley, ‘

Marketing Vegetables and Potatoes

Vegetables for processing plants and fresh markets were valued at over

$L400,000 in 1954, Asparagus sent to Yakima Valley processors and to state and
national cltv fresh markets was the most valuable orop, In ’10':}. ahaut 1 790

=1 Eo aEe Shw ¥ WS DLW aNVeR Y B wmlywew Ve SR .I.,J(-/

tons of asparagus were harvested for market, At $203 per ton as an avérage
price, this crop returned over $350,000., Sunnyside was a major shipment point
with about 60 carloads received from Yakima and Benton County growers. Other
important vegetables sold are onions; rutabagas, sweet corn, carrots, lettuce,

U2 QUL S8 WELLIID g ~ Raad=d TER SRSy WSS WSS 3

tomatoes and melons for reglonal and state-wide “fresh markets.

Potatoes also are important in marketing, In 195k over 73,000 tons were
harvested for sale, The value of this erop to growers was over $1,500,000 at
1954 price levels, Numerous potato shlppers and buyers in the lower Yakima
Valley handled the crop, There were 219 rail carloads shipped from Benton
County warehouses and sheds at Prosser, Plymouth and Kennewick and a large
amount went into the 1,873 carloads shipped from Yakima County points at
Grandview, Sunnyside, Mabton, Toppenish and Wapato,

Marketing Specialty Crops: Hops, Mint and Sugar Beets

Dried hops and mint oll are two semi~procdssed specialty crops of high
market value, In 1954 ten growers in Benton County produced over 1,15G,000
pounds of dried hops for regional, national and foreign markets. At the 1954
average price of 38 cents per pound these growers received a total gross return
of $437,000, Hops are marketed through a cooperative and through brokers and

"buyers at Yakima,

Mint is marketed in the form of oil distilled from mint hay. In 1954 over
. 100 growers in Benton County sold a total of 185,000 pounds of oil through
brokers and direct to processors located over the nation, This high value
product had an average price of $4.65 per pound in 1954 and Benton County
grovers received about $865,000 for their oil exports in that year.

Sugar beets were a third major raw material crop. About 65 growers mar-
keted 2,450 tons in 195h. Beets were trucked to a sugar mill at Toppenish in
. the lower Yakima Valley, At an average price of $11,00 per ton, the off-farm
sales of sugar beets returned $26,950 to growers in 195L, Sugar beet acreage
is determined largely by the Federal Sugar Act of 1948 which established market
quotas and allocates acreage to the states growing beets.

Specified Farm Expenditures

Benton County farmers who reported expendlturee in l95h spent about
$L,605,439 for labor, equipment and supplies., Hired labor used in tree fruit,

commercial vegetable and grain farming is the major productién cost. Over 800
fa:ms hired labor and they paid out a total of over $1,749,000 for seasonal
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for liveatock and poultry feed. .Over ,1,320,000 Wwas spent for hay, grain And e
other feeds during 195L. A high degree of mechanized farming résults in annual
expenues of over $660,000 for gasoline and oil and. &310 000 for: machine hire.

equiprend and-supplles, Supplying and aerv1c1ng agrlculture is an important
basis of commerce in Prosser, Benton City and Kennewick, '

. Table 38,- Specified Farm Expenditures in 195L, Benton County -

Type of Nwnber 'of rarms | Expenaiture Avgragei=%

Expenditare '  Doapowid g of all Farms | Per Faem -
MaChine hirealcnohaooooooncoon 818 $ 310,66h $ 3?9 78
Hired labora:ncco-noo-o-coc-o- : 812 l,7h~9 237 ,lsl"za t
Feed for livestock and poultry - 1,188 1,320,510 1,115,40
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil 1,227 660,661 538.hh
Commercial feztilizerssscssaas 702 56h,367 803454
Lime .and -1iming materialsssess T e v —
Total produstion costS.enssses . 41,805,439

Source: U,S. Census, Agriculture

Agricultural Income Compared to Other Income Sources

Net agricultural income makes up less than & percent of the total inecame
within Benton County, Even though it is an important farming county, the in-
come from non-farm occupations in manufacturing, constructlon and service . -

Table 39,- Types and Sources of Income 1950-1952,uBenton County YA

———s
e

Percentage of County

Typgfaggcigzrce Inccme In Dollars By Years Income by Years
1950 1951 1982 1 1950 | 1951 | 1952
Agriculture . |§ 6,561,000{% 6,283,000'$ 7,201,000 5,9 | Leb | 543
Construction 30,306 0001, hé Beu,ooo 36,261;0001 27,4 | 3L.1 | 2647
Government - 5,566,000 .7, 1oh 000,: 8, ohh,ooo 5,01 542 | 549
Marufacturing 3h,665,ooo h3,856 000 L8 169,000 3141 31,9 35.5
Samvice li, 03k, 000 h,699 000 5,029,000 3.6 1 3. 3.7
Transportation, | : : ' -
Communisation _ . :
and Utilities | - 2,hh6,ooo 2,532,000| . 2,7L2,000] 2.2 | 1.8 2,0
Miscellaneocus 1, 281 000| - 1,266,000{ 1,200,000| 142 . &9 W9
Property Income ! 11,2hh,ooo 11,919,000 12,31k,000| 10u2 | 86 | G4l -
Other Income ;| _ 7,568,000| 4,772,000\ 5,176,000 6.6 3.5 1 3.8
Total $110 585,0001!$137,533,000|$135,766,000 { 10,0 Iloo.o {10040 ot

1/ John A, Guthrie and Stanley, E. Boyle, County Income Payments in Washington,
1950-1952. Pullman, Wash, Washington State College, Bulletin No. 264
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trades is far greater, Income from farming roge. bptween 1950.and. 1953 and

-ranged -from- $6,283,000 to $7,201,000 per year according to a study hw the State

Golleea of Washington.

Level of Living on Benton County Farms

-

On the whole, farm neonle have not enioved lav31 1ivinp as high ag

LBIVe L -_ L i SR

city people, Farm incomes measured in dollars received for labor or. goods sold

are lower on the average than urban incomes, City people also have readily
- avallable more conveniences. Because of isolation and the scattered loeation

of homes it is more difficult for farmers to get electrical, telephone, sewer,
runpning water and even highway service, These things often are too costly for
nprivate utility companies and govermnment to provide for all rural residents
narticularly in mountainous or remote areas, In numerocus cases, incomes are
too low for farmers to put in their own electricsl, water and other service

conveniences which people living in compact ¢ity neighborhoods take for granted,

The ownership and use of conveniences generally assocciated with a modern

standard of living are above national but slightly below state averages in

Benton County. A recent study of rural-farm living levels over the state and
natlon based on Census of Agriculture figures found that Benton County had an
index of 1LO compared with 122 for the United States and 15k for the state of
Washington.

Table LO,- Indices of Level of Living of Benton County Farm
Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

?%rcentage of total farm families with listed
Index Items _____ - index items
United States | Washington | Benton County

Farm Family Level~of-Living 122 ish 140
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $2,307
Electricity 7843% 92 5% Sl el%
Electric Hot Water Heater 17.L% 19,1% 53.4%
Electric Washing Machine 58.,7% 85.4% 8347%
Home Freezers 12,1% 14,5% 11.L%
Mach, Refrigerators 62,7% 77.1% 86,0%
Telephone 38.2% 57.5% 33.9%
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23.8% | T0.L% 6L .2%
Houses with More than One ‘

Ferson per Room 22,3% | 1547% 25.7%
Automobiles 63,0% | 77.6% 78,2%
Travel 10 Miles or More f

to Trading Center ! 21,48 ! 20,5% 1 .6%

Source: Walter L, Slocum and Carol L. Stone, The
Farm People of Washington at Mid-Century.

Average farm family income was $2,307 per year, far above the national
average and nearly equal to the state average, Benton County farm homes as an
average were above state and national standards in the use of electricity,
electrical appliances and labor-saving machinery., Use of telephones and gene-
ral telephone service were below state and national averages, Housing standards
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and use of modern plumbimg and heating also were slightly below state averages.

Housing etandards in the irrigated districts near Prosser and Kennewick are "y
aniial A +hana 4n 217 +ha hioh farm dnasme arene AF +ha. atnta Qama Janlaran -
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farm and ranch homes in upland areas, however, are too remote for telephone or
electrical service., These remote farmsteads reduce ‘the"county average below
- ‘state averages in- soms fixtures and conveniences,

Benton County agrlculture in. the span of about 75 years.has grown.and
progressed to high importance in the state economy, As part of the recently
irrigated lower Yakima Valley it has becoms prominent as a source of a variety

of fruits, oranes and voan‘i’nh'lps for regianal and noticnal trade in nrgcesggd

LfAMLVD g prapTE [ = @ WA & Bk WaATIde RieE AN Ve sssnas | VE WRAAT wwls

and fresh market foods, Its productive wheat lands also yield an important
nart of the state’s major crop--wheat, The diversified pattern of farming also

nroduces a large part of the state's turkey and beef ocutput and large segments
of valuable raw material crops such as hrmn mint and sugar beats that are

B s A WA . W P emvies TEm onas W Thaawm

utilized within the region and over the nation.

Numerous well-managed irrigéted and dryland farms contribute to the local
and state economy today.. These farms stand as living monuments to the failth

and enterprise of the 1and pioneers who chose their homes in. the valley lands
of the Yakima River and along the Columbia River shore of Bentcn County

2]



