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PART VII
Farm Marketing and Level of living

Location for Marketing

Situated near the center of Washington State and on or near a major crosse
state, Lranscontinental highusy and railvoad, the farmlands of Chelan County
are fairly well located for merkets, Narketing location is best in the Wenate
chee Valley and less favorable for the Entiat and Chelan Valleys in the center )
end north of the county, Most of the crops, livestock and livestock producta b
moving osut of the county are marketed through Wenatchee with its large facile
ities for grading, storege and loading, Wenatchee is about 150 to 170 miles
by highway and rail from the principal cities of Puget Sound, about 170 miles
from Spokane and 300 miles from Portland, Oregon, The area is midway betweeh
Puget Sound and Spokane and can move products east or west, by truck or rail,
Westward movefient is seasonally. handicapped by weather conditions over -the
Stevens Pass in the Cascades and travelling tine to Spokane is slightly less
in winter,

- Transpcrtation Facilities

Reilroad and road facilities for collecting and exporting Chelan commodi-
ties heve become excellent for the last 20 years, Yearsround railroad corie
nections to Puget Sound eities and ports became highly improved over the Great
Northern Railway after 1926 when the lohg Cascade tunnel was completed under
Stevens Pass, From the east, Great Northern Railway enters Chelan County
across the Columbia ab Malaga, skirts the Columbia River benchland to Wenatchee,
. where large loading spurs, sidings and warehouses ars maintained at Appleyard

to the south of Wenatchee, The Great Northern mainline contimues on its route
to Everett and Seattle up the Wenatohese River Valley to Stevens Pass, An ime
portant branch line goes northward from Wenatchee up the Columbia River west
bank ‘and serves Entiat, Chelan and the fruit growing valleys in northern Chelan
County, A large volume of Chelan County fruit is transported over the Great
Northern mainline and branch lines to destinations in mid~western United States
and on Puget Sound, The fruit growers in this area depend more on rail shipa
ment than truclk transportation, In 1955 therse were 7,161 cars of fruit loaded

and shipped from Chelan County rail sidings,

Income, Value of Products Seld

Census of Agriculture data on the value of farm products sold show that
the trend of gross incomes has been upward in recent vears, Farm expenses and . ¥
costs, however, have inecreased as much or more, leeping net profits largely '
uncharged, All Chelan County farmers marketed 25,716,600 workh of agricul- B
tural products in 194k, a year of peak war-time demand, compared to §27,729,500
in 195k, e more normal year, Since 194) the gross anmial sales by farmers
have increased by $1,982,900,

Chelan County ranks third in numbers of farms grossing over $25,000 per
year, Farm sales or the sharing of the gross returns vary considerably by
farms according to Census figures for 1954, There were 520 farms with sales
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over $25,000 and 382 farms had sales between $10,000 and $25,000, Farms with
sales of {5,000 to $10,000 numbered 158,

Being perhaps the most specialized farm county in Washington, 96 percent
of gross farm inceme in Cpelan County is derived from its tree fruit erops,
Furthermore, the income from tree fruits is dependent on the apple crop, which
makes up over 85 percent of cash sales, Chelan County farm income, both by
individual farms and by total for all farms, ranks high among Washington coun~
ties. It shands second in valua of fruit seles and fourth in value of all farm
products sold to shippers, wholesalers, marketing assoviatiens, retailers and
processors.

Total Value of Farm Products Sold in 195h: 527,729,500

P>~ Fileld Crops 1,0%
\t——Livestook &
(\ products 1,3%
Cther produsts 1.2%

Figure 12,~ Sources of Cash Income, Chelan County Farms, 195k,
Source: U,S5, Census, Agriculture.

The major farm product marketing activity in Chelan County is the buying,
grading, packing and shipping of the areal!s heavy tree fruit production., A

l:_:rgg mimher ot nersong ara smmlaved seasonally and the investment in facili~
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ties used in getting fruit from growers to consumers is large. Led by apples,
growers received over $26,595,000 in 1954 for the crop,

Fruit buying, shipping and brokerage concerns are located mainly in Wenat-
chee, This city is second only to Yakima in fruit marketing agencies, the
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nmber of buyers and the volume of fruit handled each yesr, In 1956 there

were L3 marleting agencies including fruit buying, brokerage and shipping
companies operating within and on the outskirts of Venatehee and with branched
at Cashimere, Peshastin, Entiat and Chelan. Among these buyers were companies
buying apples, peaches, pears, cherries and apricobs for canning and freezing
in cities such as Yakima, Seattle, Auburn, iverett and other Puget Sound cities,
Most of the buying is in loose=boxed spnles for grading, packing and rail shipw
ment all over the state and nation, In 1955 the fruit shippers loaded out of
Wenatche2e and other Chelan County stations the following Fail carloads: apples,
7;161; oears, 1,239; cherries, 366; spricots, 1323 peaches, 45 and mixed fruits,
259,

In addition Yo the agencies which buy and ship fresh fruit out of the
county there is a good market at frogen food and processing plants, In Venst-
chee there are freezing plants, fruit drying plants and one cannery, At Cash-
mere there is a concern which processés apples and apricots into a nationally
advertised candy,
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At Chelan and Entiat growers of northern Chelan County narket fruit at
ten firms which pack and ship fruit, In this area, the Lake Chelan Growers
Union 1s prominent in fruit mareting, In 1955 there were 1,937 carloads of
fruit shipped from Chelan and 75l from Entiat, Caskmere, Peshastin and Leavenw
worth in the upper Wenatchee Valley are also important fruit buying and ship-
ping points, During the 1955 szason the following carlcads of fruit were
shipped: Cashmere, 1,LL5; Peshastin, 6313 Leavemorth, 151,

Marketing Field Crops

Compared to fruit the volume of other crops such as grains, hay and
potatons are minor, Wenatchee, Embiat, Chelan and Cashmere, however, are ime
portars marketing points for crops growm in Chelan, Okanogar, Grant and Douglas
Countics, Hay and feed grains find market outlets at feed dealers and farmers
exchanzes in Venatchee and in intiat, A large national flour company!s mill
at Weastchee procasses livestock feeds. =nd wheat flours for shipment to the
coast, -Camneries; freezeérs and mills in Wenatchee are markets for crops from
Douglas, Grant and Ukanogan Covaties, as well ag Chelan, Processing of vegee
table: has boen increasing at Wenatchee since the newly irrigated lands of the
Columbie Bagin have come into produetion,

Railside storage facilities are good at Wenatchee and other touns on the
Oreat Horthern line, Thers is not only storage space for fruit but also cone
siderabLle shorage for poiutoes, onions and frozen vegetsbles, There are three
large frozen food locker plants in Wenatchee where consumers store vegetablies,
berries and meats. R

The small number of farms producing horticultural specialiies find a good
local marlet in the large number of fruit farms in north central Washington,
There is a constant demand for fruit tree nursery stock for replacement or
expansion of orchards, In Wenatechee there are six cormpsnies who grow, buy
and retail nursery fruilt trees, landscaping shrubbery and flowers, Nursery
fruit tree culture is of statewide importance, There are also six retail
florisls in Wenatchee who grow and sell flowers and plants, or:buy these items
from farmers for retailing, - R :
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Table 30,~ Crops Marketed From Chelan County Farms, 195k,

Amount Received [ 5. ... & a9
Type <f Crop Seld By Farmers | oporc sod
. (Dollars)
Frults and Berries (apples,
peaches, pears, spricots, : :
cherries and grapes) $26,595,373 98,6
Pield Crops (wheat, barley,
oats; potatoes, field ’ :
corn, hay, silage, ete,) 286,152 1.1
Horticultural Specialties
(fruit trees, shrubs, cut
flowers, plants, seeds,
bulbs; etec,) 77,284 o3
Vegotables (tomatoes, sweet ‘
corn, dry onions, etc,). 2,082 ,007
Total amount received by o :
farmers for cash crops $26,960, 891 100,0

_ Source: U,8, Census, Agriculture,

Marketing Dairy Products

Chelan County is located outside of the major milkshed areas tentered on
Seattle~Tacome, Yakima and Spokane, "This locational factor,in addition to the
primary utilization of irrigated land for orchards instead of pastures and hay
meadows, has limited dairy productiocn and marketing to the fulfilling of local
demands, The market is limited mainly to the ponulation of L2,000 within the
county and to a small part of the market in the Columbia Basin irrigation
settlements in Douglas and Grant Counties., As a consequence, dairymen in the
Wenatchee, Entiat and Chelan Valleys sell only between 2,500,000 to 3,000,000
pounds of fluid milk and 20,000 pounds of cream per year, The gross cash re-
turns bo dairy farmers totals a little over $150,000 anmually,

The largest fluid milk and butterfat markets are located in Wenatchee,
In this city and its vicinity there are four licensed companies who buy fluid
Grade A milk for distribution to consumers and retailers and processing into
cream, ice cream and cottage cheese, One plant in Peshastin and another in
leavermorth are licensed by the State Department of Agriculture to buy milk or
cream in bulk, IMilk vendors licensed to distribute pasteurized milk in accord-
ance with state regulations number three in Wenatchee and one in Chelan,
Chelan County is a deficit area in butter and cheese and these foods are ime

ported from other dairy regions of the state and nation,

Marketing Live Animals

Wenatchee is the most important marked in Chelan County for live animals,
Two state-licensed slaughter and meat packing companies are located there, ’
These packers handle over 40O head of cattle and calves and 300 hogs per month

mng from livestoskmen in north central Washineton Hops are imported from
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other states as far away as Iowa, Some livestocl: fermers not selling to the
packing houses in lenatchee, transport truck lots of cattie, hogs and sheep
to Yakima, Ellensburg or over the Cascédss to Seattle and Tacoma,

Total sales of 211 live animals by Chelan livestock farmers amount to
about $340,000 anmally. Cattle and calves are the major type of animals mar-
keted. In contrast to earlier years, more livestock is transported by truck
and there are fewer sales directly off farms to country catile buyers and
feeders, More are sold direct from the farmers to packers and shippers, R

Table 31.~ Iivestock and Livestock Products Marketed
Chelan County, 195%4,

¥

Class of Livdstock Quantity Rmount Received
Products Sold _HMarketed By Farmers
Dairy Products : ’
Whole Milkremecwmmrana- -=| 2,699,078 1bs, $138,117
Butterfotecwemens ———————— 23,238 1bs 12,919
Total all dairy products ? ) $151.,036

Poultry and poultry products
Chickensmwmmwmrcmacanaenm | 20,947 birds $ 23,535
EgESmamninmmen mic s tn e s e 192,632 dogen 88,986
Turkeys, ducks, geesemmen 87,795

s ducks ese
Total W@W%@E_—

Andmals sold alive

Cattlemmnzmammnu-n m—————— 1,678 head $208,085

" CalveSmrmmnm—mn e ————— 1,37l head 80,081

Hogs and vpigs - 591 head 14,863

Sheep &nd lambswmmmmmmane 2,372 head 3h,186

Horses and MUleg=memmmmam 8l head L, 0L9
Total all animals sold alive $3LT,28L

Other livestock and livestock
Produets S0ldmmmemeen v acmene— . ————————— $ 7,905

- Total amount received for livestock
and livestock productSmm—reewmus ~——— $680,5L1

Sources U,S, Census, Agriculture,

Marketing ?oultry and Eggs

The production of poultry and eggs is on a minor scale, being more for a
local than an outside market, Output within the county does not £ill the de-~
mand and the deficit is made up from sggs and frozen chickens brought from oL
western Washington poultry regions, In 195l a normal year, Chelan County

poultiymen sold $180,316 worth of poultry products with eggs being the largest -

.‘/Jenatchee is the most important local marl:e£ for the poultry industry,
A large Washington farmers! marketing cooperative operates an egg candling

md nookacine nlant in Wenatohaas., Tidve rnonltrv. dsnaTune turlaves. 16 mare.
&nd packaging Dl in lave 1

v - VI L A W N AL N rv\ﬂu‘- v g ’ bl-\l-h\i\&ul.ll& Vi ih’b‘J -, el  JIAkAR T
keted in Wenatchee where there is custom liilling and wholegaling of dressed
" v s T ) . . > <
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poultry. Other pouliry is marketed at a farmers! exchange in Wematchee and at
a turkey farm at lialaga, A considerable amount of poultry is processed on
farms for the cold locker trade, Some truck load lots of chickens and turkeys

are hauled out of the area to processors in the Yokima Valley,

Marketing Farm Forest Products

To® e MM L A s

' Being located largely within the Ponderosa pine forest belt of the east
Cascade Mountzin slope, Chelan County farmers have been selling an increasing
volume of forest products, In 195k, Chelan County ranked 22nd in the state
with total sales of 5388,000 made from farms, Firewood, fenceposts, tree props,
poles, pulpwood and small logs are harvested from farm woodlands s particularly
in the upper portions of the valleys, Markets for these items exist in the
fumerous orchards of the irrigated lowlands and eastward in the treeless Co-
lumbia Basin irrigated plains, Demands for boxes and packaging material re-
Jated Yo the fruit industry resulted in several box-shook mills being built in
the area, Iwmber and box mills are at Peshastin, Cashmere and Ardenvoir and
smaller mills cutiing rough lumber are in each of the valleys, An important

market for vulpwood and small logs from farms is a pulp company at Wenatchee

v ol TAa moantd msan a PR . |

which molds sections of apple cartons and egg containers, Woodland farmers
are able to market forest products quite easily by use of modern trucks,

Table 32.« Forest Products on Farms, Chelan County, 1954,

: Farms

Type of Product Reporting Quantity
Firewood and fuelwood CUb~e—weeemamem . B1 116 cords
Fence posts Cubmem—cmm—canmcommasen- - 20 10,801 posts
Sawlogs and veneer logs cUb—wecwmmaw= 30 3,063 M bd, fte
Pulprood cut s o ST L 283 cords
Total value of farm forest products '

sold end used on the farMmemeamamas 26 $86,088

Seurces U,5, Census, Agriculiure,

Agriculyural Income Compared to Other Income Sources

Agriculture 4s the most important segment of the Chelan County economy.
Although industrial, commercial and service trade employment has been gradually
increasing in importance, agricultural income in 1954 accounted for nearly
one-fourth the total, Net agricultural income of farm operators hes been ine
creasing in recent years, go.ng fram over $17,000,000 to $20,000,000 between
1950 and 1952, Not included in the income are the jobs which the primary
agricultural production creates in packaging, storage and transportation,

L
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Table 33~ Types and Sources of Income 19501952, Chelan County 1/

b s

Do ool Srmoe Tncome in Dollars By fears Percentage of County
Tef Incoxpe- . {(In thousands of dollars) Income by Years
1950 1951 1952 1950 1951 1 1952
Agriculiure $17,7h5,000{$19,965,000{:20,839,000 | 26,1| 2643 | 23.5°
Construstion 2,256,000| 5,399,000} 12, 6]h 000 3.31 Tl | 1h.2
Government 5,096 000t 5,818,000 6, hlG Q00 Ta5| TaT | Te2
Manufaciuring 5225,000] 5,985,000| 7,783;000 ToT| Ta9| 840
Service 5,938,000 6,380,000| 6,565,000 8o7{ Ba| Tubs
Tranﬂgo rbation ’
Cormmm.n*a'blon o
and Utilities 4,632,000 h 799 000| 5;332;000 6.9/ 643} 6,0
. Trade. 13,026,000 11,766 000 15,090,000 1902 18421 17,0
. Miscellaneous 3,635;000] h,300,000!" L,135,000 5.t 8.7 5.1
croperty Tooome | D01 PAB0) Blduto) Th) L1l 8
Other Income | o7-
Total ”25"?,90"12= 000575, 805, 000 758{"”68,, 1,000 100..0 100,0 | 7060,0-

-~ /

L/ Joln A, Guthrie and DTJB.I‘LLGY LJ. DO'Y'J.B,

1950~1952,

Pullman, Yash,

Thowao e Tl . NS A____ _ .
Farm Expenditures

Washington §tate

County Income Payments :m wasmng‘a Gy

College, Bulletin No, 20.

Expenditures connected with operating a farm reduce the net income a
farmer xecelves as profits fram sales of crops and WiveStock.
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labor, machine hire, petroleum products, fertilizer and other materials and

services,

most of the commercial ectivity in the cities and towns.
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The money the growers and farmers spend for these items supports
The farms represent

4 luan mun mle Tlarand

8 substanticl marlet for many services and materials supplied through Wenabt~

chee, Peshastin, Cashmere, Leavenworth, Entiat and Chelan,

Tho greatest cost in Chelan County agriculture is the total amount growers
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for lator,
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2406 farms which expended over $6,483,000, or an average of 4,611 per farm
This was the sscond higheat outlay for farm labor in the state,
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Table 3l,~ Specified Farm Expenditures in 195k, Chelan County
Type of Wumber of Farms | Expenditure of | Average
- Expenditure Reporting Al)l Farms Por Farm
Maching biTessssevscerssacscns 1,035 $ 255,029 | § 2L6,ho
Hired laborassesecescscosccass 19)406 6 h83 120 h,611 oh
Feed for livestock and poultry - 837 505,7h3 604,23
Casoline, petroleum fuel & oil 1,607 600,161 373.k8
Commersial fortilizererseseve 1,435 uob,985 282,22
Lime and liming materialS.ee.s 30 8Li.50
Total expended $5,2§1,,

Source: U,S

Census, Agriculture.
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Level of Living on Chelan County Farms

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed as hish a level of living as
city people, Farm incomes are lower on the average than urban incomes, BDe-
caugse of the isolated location of meny farms, such corveniences as electricity,
hot and cold running water and telephones have not been as easily available to

farm families, This is the general situation in American agriculture,

In Washington 8tate and Chelan County particularly, however, the farm
population compares quite favorably with other population groups in convenw
lences of modern living, The standerd of living on Chelan County farms is
above average, The farm family levela-of~living index for the United States
was 122 in 1950, With an index of 15k, Washingtéon ranked eleventh among the
states,

The farm family level-of-living index in Chelan County in 1950 was 171,
eonslderably above the state and national averagc, Farm families of Chelan
County have more comforts and conveniences, such as electrical service,
washing machines, water heaters, refrigeration, plumbing and telephones, than
ave.found generally over the state's and nationis farmlands, The quality of
farm housing is better and isol~tion by poor roads and distance from towns is
mgch less than in most American counties,

Table 35.~ Indices of Tevel of Living of Chelan County Farm
Fanilies, 1950 Compared with State and Wational Averages.

Jercentage of total farm families With listed
Index Items index items
U1 ited states | Washington | Chelan County

Farm Family Level-of-living 122 “15h 171
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $2,23L
Electricity 78.3% 92.5% 93.9%
Electric Hot Water Heater 17.h L9.1 6340
Electric Washing Machine 5847 85414 87l
Home Freegers 12,1 1,5 20,3
Mech, Refrigerators 62,7 77.4 78,1
Telephone 38,2 5745 69.3
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23,0 70,k h9.7
Central Heatin~ 18,1 27,8 27.8
Houses with More than One

Person per Room 22,3 15,7 19,1
Autonobiles 63,0 776 B83e3
Travel 10 Iiles or More

Yo Trading Center B 214 20,5 1.1

Source: Walter L., Slocum and Carol L. Stone, The
Farm Pectle of Washingion at Hid-Century.
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As history and statistics presented in these pages have shown, Chelan
County agriculture is a record of progress by its industrious people, In
less than a century those who have chosen to live on the soil have made it
en important farming county, Its numerous fruit speciality farms are basic
to the economic vell~being of the area, lany part~time farms provide a
secure and wholesome way of life for industrial workers, Each orchard or
farm stands as a living monument to the spirit of enterprise and progress
and rellglous faith of the many and varied agriculturists who have chosen
their homes in the valley lands of Chelan County in central Washington, .
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