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FOREWORD

This book on Clallam County is one of aen original series being devoted to
the history and present nature of agriculture in each of the thirty-nine coun
ties of the State of Washington, This project was initiated im 1956 through
funds made available by Sverre N, Omdahl, Director, Washington State Departaent
of Agriculture, 1948-56, State funds were matched by moneys from the United
States Department of Agriculture under the Research and Marketing Aet of 1946, .

County agricultural data books are intended to terve a variety of needs,
Contimally changing conditions in a dynmamie state such as Washington require .
constant planning by groups and individuals both in private enterprise and
publie service, Comprehensive kmowledge of land reaources, population and
agricultural.economic trends in a local area such as Clallam County is of great
value, This book will be useful for reference in public and private instrustion
by vocational agriculture and social studies teachers in Clallam County schools,

It has been devised also to inform adults interested in knowing more adbout their
immediate area, as well as persons and enterprises concerned with agricultursl
production and marketing or prospective settlement and investment in the courty,

Carefully selected geographic facts, agricultural history, population
trends and statistical data are included to give an over all appreclation of
Clallam County. The enumerations of the United States Censuses of Population
and Agriculture since 1860 and recent estimates of the Washington State Census
Board are summarized to give a perspective of development since the establishe -
ment of Clallam County in 1854, Faets on topography, 80il, climste and forests
which influence farming are integrated fram surveys and reports of govermment
agencies, Estimates of leading crops by years since 1939 by the Washingten
Crop and Livestock Reporting Service provide a2 measure of the trend in the agrie
culture of the county farm industry,

Acknowledgment 1is accorded the professional work of several persons,
Immediate direction was under Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statistician in
Charge, Estimates Divigion, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States De-
partment of Agriculture, Supervision, research and cartographic illustration
was performed by Dr. Woodrow R, Clevinger, Market Analyst, Washington State
Department of Agriculture, Mr, Rithard Perry, of the Washington State Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and lecnard W, Orvold, D, W; Barrowman and Edward S,
Lippert, Agricultural Statisticians; Agricultural Marketing Service, United
States Department of Agriculture, gave valuable assistance. The clerical staf?
of the Washington Crop and Livestotk Reporting Service prepared tadular material
for the book,

Jo. D, Dwyer, Directoer
Washington State Department of Agriculture

Olympis, Washington
Jamiary 15’ 1959

Funds for this bulletin provided by the Washington State Department
&2 Agrioulture ware matohed by the United States parime A 3]
under ¥he Researoh and Marketing Aot of 1946, De " of Agrioulvare
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Crop and Livestock Reporting_ Service Bulletin 1

PART I -
History of Clallam Counmty Agriculture
Introduction

Clallam County, a land of forested Olympic Mountains » Pacific Ocean shores
and river valleysy; is located on the northern end of the Olympia Peninsula in
northwestern Washington, One of the earliest Washington areas to be discovered
and explored, its agriculture developed relatively late., Primarily a forest
county noted for logs, pulpwood and lumber, its farm population has developed
an important livestock, dairying and general farming industry which supplements
the forest economy, ‘ :

The county is large in ares and is varied in topography, ¢limate and soil,
With a total of 1,787 square miles or about 1,113,680 acres it ranks twentdeth
in size among the 39 Washington counties, and is larger than the State of Rhode
Island, .Clallam has the distinction of being the westermmost county of cone
tinental United States, Climgtically, it aleo has the greatest range of raine
fall of any American county--from 115 inches in the Olympic Hountains to about
16 inches in the Dungeness Lewland, :

4

A "-“‘gé part .of the area is within the mountainous terrain of Olympic

L

tiomal Forest and the population density is relae
tively smalle-gbout 16 persons per square mile, In 1955 the population was
estimated at 27,500, ranking nineteemth among Washington counties, Population
has increased steadily Vo nearly five times the 1900 figure. Port Angeles, the
county seabt, is the largest city with 11,800 inhabitants,

Clallam's economic history is charagteriged by an early period of ‘isclated
homesteading and farming succeedsd by lunbering and tourist trade and specialw
- dzatlon in dairying, In 1950 total ferm income was far sxceeded by income

. derived from logging, lumbering dnd pulp and paper manufacturing, The sale
value of all Clallam County farm products amounted to $2,85k,390 for the year

195L; according to the Census of Agriculture, Clallam ranked only 28th in its
contribution to.the total value of all Weshington farm products in 195L,

_Agriculture in Clallam County has changed, progressed and expanded, In
little over a hundred years sebtlers of varied origins and nationalities
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developed 1,068 farms. - A vast forest wildernsss was civilized and wealth was

~created by their farming enterprise, 'In 195l the farmland.and farm buildings
within Clallam County were eatimated to average $13,788 per farm, a total value
of $M;72')358h0 e

Berore sattlement by white men, the- present Clallam Gmmty area Va8 oocle
‘”;‘;..pigd by. four Indian. groups: Klallam, Makah, Quileute and Ozette, “all having
. .a Blmilar economic culture; of whaling, fishing and hunting, They traveled in
" large cedar cances and ware.called:canos; Indians,  Klallam, from which the’
, gou‘mﬁy néne is:derived, means:"strong.people", The.Klallam' spoke the: Loast
s ,Salish languaga used by Rugeb:Sound-.area tribes, while 4he Makah ang: Quileute
“belonged o an Indian stock living on Vancouver Islsnd, .The: ‘Pyaht;-Elwah’and
Dungeneas Rivers and the beaches of Juan de Fuca Strait were iahabited by the
: Cape Flattery-and:NeahqBay:zwere. the -homes -of “thé’ ‘gedfaring Makah
B ,ﬁﬂake*.o.zeﬁte and the Caps. -Alavg £ rddstrict-were occupied by'ithe sm'all_ ﬁzet'be group.
-iwho Quileuta l:lved at. the monthﬁe.t Lhe: present Quillayute Rvier. R

‘,,r‘ )

: In ac corda,nce m.th Vtha,Makab ‘I‘neaty_.am tfhe Olymp:la Treaty made with the

“ifnmd States; in 1855, the Makdh;0z6tts ‘and ‘Quillsyute Ressirvetions were:

established about the time white settlers.began moving into the ‘area, “Tne -

Klallam Irdians were alliotted 1ndividual farm lands and have no resarvation.

PREY Lal}zsh 'E})CE Ne&h Bay are: diatimetxve’ I:fdi;%m villagas today.v T

[4 ‘ o ' " . F .\j T

thev Clallam County area atf Cape: Fl.attery, ‘Neah Bay and tﬁe shores of J;xan
s de,,_&ma Strait-were among the eariiest :points visited by’ “white meh . on the

Mzn dheest coast,. -Spanish and: Eng:mah‘ nav.igators cdme to explore for a Northe
.:west passage: and to, trade for- searopter: furs, - The' 3.egendary Juan de Fuda, or

.r\-f;

H A: %;,7_.

"Apostolos Valerianos , a Greek navigat.or in the service of Spain, is bglieved to

_ 4h§xee discovered the Stiuit’ofs Juanide:Fueaas’ early’ ab’ 1592, 4 Spaniah [ O

e e 2 R e

~i1pedition;. led-by Brupo Hegata and-Bodega? Quadra;, explored the’ Olyﬁp}c Peningula
. coast-in 1775. .In 1718, the Engl:.ahwexplorer, Captain Jamés Cook,” dideovered

apd.named Cape:Flatbery; and:in 1787yancther English force under Capteln Charles |

,-Be.rk}.gy, .2 fur- fpager, discoveredsand-named Juah de Fuca Strait aft.e:"i‘!‘:&mp-
sposed discoverer, . John Meares,.another. fur trader; -entered the Straitsedn -
1788 ‘He namgd: Mount Glympus, the. highést’peak.in €hé" “Olympies, ~In-1791°a"
Spanish expedition under Francisco Eliza seny Alferez Quimper to- oxplore from
ﬁ%ﬂ baga.at. Noptkas.. He Janded at:Ndah:Bey dnd established a t-emporary’ but
“- the ﬁ.ngt .White ssttlement .ini the:State. of :Washington, : Elize nemédd: “'Bay'and
port, Angeles » now Port Angeles., Quimper explored the Strait, naming many
%opogra.phic i‘eaturea. Port Angales is one. of the.few. $pa.nisn msmea retained
' O‘day .
Sl 0
---ﬂ—nbo-—---&nn--h-nu--—-nu——-uu—-nubﬂvnn
P S SNSRI TINEL Ei SR we STEM
1/ This historical summany nas been: dertved: £rom. three- sourcess -
(1) Mrs, George Lotzgesell,; "Pioneer: Days -at 01d Tungeness", Washington
.. Historicael Quarterly, Volime XXIV, Det. 1933, Dib. 26lru27tff
(2) Douglas B..Carter,. "The Sequim-Dungeness Lowldnd; A Natural Dairy -
Commnity®, - Master of ArtsiThesis Geogr&:phﬁr, 'University oi: Washington,

o 1948,
" (3) Buby B Hult. - Untamed o8 The- Story of &' Paninsul& Jortland
Oregon. Binﬁorm g—lm'l_%ﬁ — e o
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British expeditions were rumercus aflier the Spanish gave ui: their terrie.
torial claims in the Treabty of Nootka, 1790. Capbain Beorge Vancouver explored

the Streits and Puget Sound. in 1792, charting and naming meny featurss. New

Dungeness was named afier a point in England. The sea otter fu@ tr,ade‘brought;::
numerous English and American vessels to the present Clallam County.area. ’

Tha Hidson Bav Fur O l.ﬂ‘\m!l‘c,r T Aol t"'fi‘ﬁh +ha C1a2a11am avv!' befn-r’;a and Anvﬂn;-

TAEY SLelSW s WA T WA WG, N N Vil Wiiw \"a.bmll via W W RIS w‘.l.ll?

Jolnt occupancy and British territerial claims were strong until the Treaty off
1846, which established the preseni Canadian boundary. ASter this treaty, ;
American settlers couid move into the.northern Olympic Peninsula without dispute
88 to land title or legal jurisdiction.. -Agricultural settlement by Americans,’ .

however, was ‘delayed until about 1860 by the isolation of the peninsula and a
fear of the Clallam, Makah and other war-like northern canoce Indjans such as .
the Haidah in Canada, U, S. Naval forces patrolled the S¢raits and Puget Sound
- wators from 1856 to 1858 in a sampaign to pacify the northwest coast tribes.
- Minor inciden%s between Indians and whites were numerous,

& o

The earliest settlers wers encouraged by the Donation Land Act of 1850,
‘whiech granted 320 acrez to a single sebtler or 6L0 acres to a man and wife
settling in Washingtion Territory. The first permenent settlement was at Port
Angeles and in the Dungeness Valley prairis, Port Angeles was a good anchorage
- ab which mumerous vessels stoppad updn entering or leaving Puget Sound waters,
- First settled in 1857 by Rufus Holmes, it was founded as a national city in

1867 ap o military and navel reserve, Port Angeles had an early importance as.

‘eatvml s Dh

a customs inspectlon station and as a port of entry to Puget Sound,

The Dungeness lowland area attracted the first farm settlers and developed
_into the county's major agricultural district, In 1853, Elijah MeAlmond, 2
Boston sea captain, filed one of the first land claims in the Dungmness area.
One of the first farm families to seitle was that of the German immigrant ’
Goorge H, Lotzgasell; who tock up a Donation land claim in 1859, Another inw
flnentisd homesteader in Dungeness Valley was Alonzo Davis, In the 1860's
Davis brought in Jersey cattle, developed the first commercial dairy herd in
the county and sold butter to thes lumber and shipping populations, He is ‘
gemorally acknowlédged as the first commercial butier producer in western Washs
ington, OCaptain Thomas Averpathy, another early settler, grew potatoes apd
with a sloop traded them across the Strait in Victoria on Vanscouver Island,

" By 2854 thers were about & hundred persons living at Port Angeles and
along the shores of Juan de Fuca Strait, Because of their isolation from
Jofferson County and Port Townsend, they petitioned for a separate county.
Clallam was eoreated by the Territorial lLegislature April 26, 185k, with the
- eounty seat abt Port Angeles. The firah Census im 1860 showed a population of
149, Handicapped by iaclation, forest. olearing and lick of industry, pepulation
grev slowly, reaching only 638 by 1880 when farm settlement was just beginning:
in the remote Forks Prairie district, Luther M, Ford, O. P, Nelson and Eli

Peterson homesteaded at Forke in 1878~1880, '

From 1860 to 1890 agricultyre was mainly for home and local use, with seme
export of products which ¢ould.be profitably boated to market, Butter and hops
“were exported to Port ludlow gnd Port Townsend, In the 1690's lumbering im the

Qonsensd anmrmc

whole Pugel Sound area and the Alaska gold rush crested a good market for
potatoes, Some Chinese tenant farmers. developed a considérable, but temporary,
potato indusiry before anti.Chinese labor semtiment forced their expulsion,



“titgd =t Davalopment .»-‘-4_‘ Lons growbh. became- more-rapfdr-afitor. 1890 when log

havads gnd. Tumbexin DeeAne, sn memaainz;a larger, £161d bf~employments:<The
"*’ Ly 18, great’ ‘Fores ercsﬁéa&trao%ed' lumbery:.plyweod and,. 3ater; pulp and
B _mutacfuring. %0 Port fngeles;' Carlsborg, Dungeness-and-Clallam-Bey.,

: yrolla were-created by £hésBlosdel- apd Donovan Bogging Companyrand Cresw

: ing compa:;«y operaé;ons during the 1920's in western Clallam County,
st B _t,er 1, the 193015, the Grewn:Zeliepbach. Corporatien paper. plant: &t Port g
B V*’é%;roﬂiaé A-Dev.and wtable bazisjof emloyment. Al80) during thetdevels

Lo & “ ; % ﬁ,e wood products. Anduatry; the.isolated pentiigular ared-wad:.idde
s rucr; 0400881016 by | the -oambletion of thy Loop Bighway (U.S+-161); donnecting:siith
A “Harbor wand sguﬁig;m {Pugety;Sound icAbdess - “The: Chicage, Midwaukeeiand St, g

¢ 1605t Bailuay alse provided Foutffgelesa Tail connection withSeattlewand |
o o1 ﬁ.‘gy meams of vailroad Qaqgggm Regular feryy service -aéros¥ Puget-Sound

e 204 30 Lanada bacame; y;&ab_ir_ w!;gﬂ_ ifteny 1920, .The‘new road and: theé iimproved
""t”?%' Y 4 ag@_z;&rie.;em ;;6'3; mulated mami cm;'im- and. commeréial jagriculture, bat
3180 resulted in g toum Srade.atteacted by the Olympte: Nattonal  Parky an

area. noted for vast wilderness expanses, The county?'s greatest. growth came
;,g-}fjagg 3 :1920=1930. . period: wheti,with. the: expansion 1h 1ogg1!ng an& !ambering,
e pqg 1tiqp Ancreased.fron. &,ﬂé&:xo:za,uw. - :
LOIQETESY JIE S _&_ t.; A : PR h; :'.:l,'.'-f;...»f-t;}
Ehe. mla.’civelmpegem sevelopmen wpf':oha peninsm attzzacted large numbera
1% ;gra . ipterested: in. part=time Sarming. . Homesteaders:mfs 189041520 iere
,eéhgg& lg}ggprsﬂ agxdgx.agwmia.;hwpr“ orae Durdng the Tan8 sottldment pa‘tﬁ‘%d,
8. fodoniee. of Americang ¢ ed, the-areas .. One- colony: of:Methediatst from
ansad, s, cedmemwgrd MT&G&#Q&.&&QQ& 4n the Dungeneassarechk 4ml895.
whher’ gi'sup, the Puget Sound Coot erative Colony, settled at Port Angeles in
3294800, A8,in other .western;Washington eouaties; immigrans Eroninorth-
ste n%m wqre prmem;gstegﬁ,' T Workers .and land sbitlers. i€anddians
F at @ggﬁ gx;q 4psin: 1939, f@lgewed by Swedea, Norqe&ammnd

,,m R LS _n“f

i

ruiss .:‘3 ‘ RN AR VA
eiations ‘vang.«aganqq‘eg !mte beaams imﬁozz&atﬁae in
am:Lountysagricudture, - Most ~of. ‘this ‘adtivity
id.genteged ut, Sequim: . Irrigationsdevdlope
equlm gtots *4&*&{%”%@ oy mlgiinﬁe&dzggaggm ,
v, l’m URegoY s Laym-gharsholder and fiydrau -
.%i . !" oka;-Jnrigationcand MELYINE Come
rk % 1895 and 1897, respectively, Irrigation
hﬂx CEOPBy addegi;&o Adedlsclimate;: Maredsb‘ﬁ”e*dé&eldpmem of !
~producing. indust Tfho1 33 Kisis ot v > g i et ke i
37, 3 icd Mencllired eV Jhassiomy oo Do pdran T oeecinTlish ;

dhe; . mm%@ﬂnwm .wfupow éxcelent: herds i6f

D'Y catile,: wags 9y P&Z&E&Mﬁ by: thb-farmers cobﬁh%tive,
8s, Wm A, pivater.concenny, Hriatof fordonts CPeamery,  databe
mch. to-expands ﬁymr{mm ‘of Dungehesw Vulkey midn

ket of. r@eptwggfmnqm -of: tanker: trucke: wnd: mm-sSotm‘d

X H 5 o+
51“:& ,.{" \\!. vl ;i";... b Enoegagdgmmad posr o

, e, "'I”""’-t,g&nprara,tmng ‘pRact el awacinform
.,.9' :,F's—ansl s-em-t ong:of : farming, : - The; muber: of purdons' Teoontly

the vari ,j,-ﬁ.?l‘a’l cendttions have madesfesoorcs Survey
iaus Ampovtante -Theil..5s Seils «ConservatitnuServivej the
uitural Expera-,gjgg Stationg:at Hount:Verneh und:Puyallapjeand

ity ?Q ‘.1?‘,3@?}91’%@8%@53% RoxtApgeles.have. done much.4o advise: fatmio:




