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PART IT
Population
Where Washingtonts People Live

Because of the influences of tcpography, climate, accessibility and recent
< industrialization, Washirgton's population is disiributed unevenly throughc:t
| the state, Over two~th_... dis of the people live in the wastern portion, connnnw

trated largsly in ths industricl cities of Puget Scund. The Olympic Mountaias
= and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as

sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette~Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
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near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, It con-

taine a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling
glaclal drift plains,
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The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic cone

ditions cause a gensrally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington. Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains and the Selkirks have but few pecple,

Dz‘:,fland and up"nm‘ arsas 'w'hieh cannct be irrigated, such a8 "...u.“'g

‘ are thinlysettled, Both rura.h and urban population is a,oncentrated in the :lr-
- rigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatichee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the

Pasco and Quincy Basins, In the far eastern sestion--the Palouse Hills-~the
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o uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
B population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricule
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washingion,

Growth of Population

= Washington was explored by Spanish, Ruasian, British and Ameriean e

| peditions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Owner~
ship of the area was disputed by America and COreat Britain. A compromiss, ths
Jolnt Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the North
west Company and the Hudson!s Bay Company) established fur trading posts at
Spokane and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by
the Lewis and Clark Expsdition (1804+1805) and by the settlements at Fart Spokanc
Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company. The British increased their °
influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and

- Fort Niequally between 182h and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the

| Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged bty the Hudson's Bay Com»

| pany which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly.

i A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
18L40's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon., Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into tne Puget Sound ecountry and soon outnumbered the British fur traders,



- The conflict of interests was. solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, whieh
gave the United States the prasejmmf:‘e& -of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it existe today, .Oregon Territory (including all of the

. present state of Washington) wésrérsated<in 1648 by Congress, with its capitol
4n Salem, Oregon. Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 st the Monticello
Convention in present Longview, Washington, 'and adked for ﬁfsep@atg térgitorial
government, Washington Territory was oreated March 2, 1651, with a capitol at
-n*ﬁlympia* on ,Pugeb-Sound ‘v rlmcmevené’ ‘was appo;i.nf;ed a6 Gowe»ﬁnér.
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* The 1940u1950 decads brought the greatest inorgase in Washington Mistory,
: en overland movement of lgboreérs to ney defense industries, it ‘o=
sulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state populgbion to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the now growth was in the indubtrial metropoliten
districts in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the
Federal stomic works in Benton County, " - T
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In 1870 the entire. population of Washington was living in rural aregs=win
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population ef Waghington, or
50,8 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
defipition of ™urban® which imcludes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52
percemt lived in three standard motropolitan éreas eamprised of Seattls,
Tacoma, Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns, Thie trend
follows the national pattern, i " .

Table 1. Population of Washington  The rural population fe- predens

1660=-1955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
- ‘ 602,026 persons who lti;verin the gonn»
-~ S try, but do not operate farms, The
Tear Zopulation rural farn population decreased aboub
1860 --ang‘ . one-fifth between 19
1670 23,955 - Pumbered only 273,771, or 11.5 percent
86 |- 516 - ,of the statels total 1540 populaticn
1890 -} - - pre3e . 'of 2,378,963, As a result of .the -
(1900 § .. - 518,303 : farm-to-city trend in Washington,

.- 3910 ' 1:m:99° ' . sbout one person.in ten is living on
1920 - 1,386,628 a farm and about six persing out of
1930..: | 1 1,563,396 ten are living in.a toun or efty

1940 1,736,191 larger than 2,500, -
1950 2,378’863 . . e . '
1955 2,560,000 .. hccording to the 1955 estimates
Sources: U,S, Census, Population; of the Washington Census Board, the
. Hashington State Census = ton leading cities of Was ington
" Board, April 1, 1955 . .Tanked as follows: Seattle 5555000),
.- Bstimate, = Spokane (162,000}, Tacama (156,000),

- - Ya!dma(h.'i,OOQ), Vancouve!'(hl.950).
and soehan (35,700), Brebett (3%,100), Bremsron. (32,200], Valla Walla (25,460}
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The population of Clallam County has. shoun an:early period of rapid growth
followed by a more stable rate frem 1930 to 1955, With a relatively small
farming enterprise-and a larger industrial population employed in wood products
mamifacturing, the county ie nearly one-half urban, 4131 the trban pepulation
- 'and about 43 pereent of the entire inhabitants. of the sounty live in Port.

“Angeles, a eity of 11,800, The .other-two invorperated cities,. Forks and. Sequim,
‘are below 2,500, the ize which the U, 8, Census Bureau uses as the mintmay in
classifying urban population. Rural nonfarm population {pegpie. living in touns,
- villages and ot on farms) pumbered 11,045, or 11,8 percent. of the county’ total,
R A A L :
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Norway, Germany and England lead all others, Swedeé and Norwegiane are the
largest Buropean-born nationzlitios coming to' Clallam County, Secandinavian
gettlers have been prominent in development of the aresls agrieulture, liume
bering and fishing,  Fhe 1950 Cunsus tabulated $06.Americap Indians, Clallam

-County ranke sixth in the state in Indien population, Mogt of these live

within the Maksh and Quillayute Reservations on the Pacifie Ocean cosstline
from Caps Flattery’ scuthward, AL
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Table liy= Foreign-Born Whité Population, Cialiam County. .
: 1890, 192@.81.16‘.1?595.v cevogeee T

-, Country of Birth .. |1890. .19207: -1950
. England and Wales.,... | 181 | ‘"8I3 235 .
- Sootlandieeseceecesece [ 63| . SX] 73

! Northern Irelﬂnd....a.,: ' ﬂ_ﬂhl ) u‘-nv < S

/ Ireland (Bire)esesess | 70| 68) 177,

La s Nmanooucobilonnooo' w “‘“226 206_' I
¢ ‘ swed_enoﬁcoovraooocooo.; . 556 ' 3]:2 i 295 .

- Denmarkeesecsceconcecsd 21 8. 52

N@th@l&nﬁsiodoooo-oot 2 6
Mtﬂerlandoteaaonoooo 6 ig i

Franca.......muu.nu 7 1‘4

o0skee00V000B Y 83 220 99
Po:-andtl!.ltomaobonoao - 22 9
Czechosloval;_ia..ou Y - haadd 16
AuBtriteesesvcsocsscco S 29 29
YugOSIaVia..oeoeoo.oln - 10 3
Rusgsia- (U.Spsano )ooo ¢a 50 78 56
Finlandocoocoae.ooocoo hatad 121 168
Itazy'ooooocow’oo‘oooooe 28 93 Sh
CanadseFronchosscesees 16 26

Oamda-()'l'}har. seocenisy 111-2 h09 68)4
Al other countries,.. 87 138 200

Totals | 845 | 2,148 2,30k
Percont foreign-born.. | 30,5| 19| 8,7
ONE I

Source: fJ.S. Census, Population
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United States Census data for 1950 show that agriculture ranks fourth as
2 field of employment, The totel employed for: the entire sounty in all occuw
pations in 1950 rumbered 9,473, of which 2,061 were women, Mamifacturing of
lumber, pulp, paper and other weod products employs over one~third of the
working population followed by miscellaneous services and retail and wholesale
trade. Only ebout 800 wage earners and self-amployed persons are supported by
agriculture, |
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Figure 3,- Agricultural Employment Compared With Other
Enployment in Clsllam Ccrunty, 1950
{Based on U,S. Cansus of Population, 1950)
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