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PART V1
.~ . ... livestock, Dairying and Poultry

General Importancs .

.. Idvestock axi poulisy raising is the most important farming activity of
Clallam County,- In 1954 about 86 percent of all famm products sold were dew
rived fran livegtock and poultry. The valye of all animals and anipmal .products

marketed was §2,U59,780 compared with $206,200 received for all crops sold,
Dairying is the most important specialized type of activity. In recent years,
dairy products have been worth about $1,789,695 per year maidng up over 62
parcent of all commercial farm ssles, Clallam County is ranked ninth in valus
of dalry products and fifteenth in ponltry and egg sales, In genexil terms,
Clallem County is highly spesialised in dairying, - - L e

. Tivestock and poultry kept on farms make up 2 large part of farm property
valus,  Based on prices  recsived by farmers preveiling in 195h animals angd

" pouliry had a total value of sbout $2,791,725 in 1954, Dairy cows and heifers
had an estimated velue of $1,49L;000 and beef cattle $1,112,800, .

!

.

Total Value of Clallam County Iivesteok $2,791,725

L ! _E'igure 124= Value of Iivestock on Farms .
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, The value of livestock kept.on farms in 1954 was nearly four times that of
1920, being $720,000 in 3920-and§2;79%,725 An 195k,  The total cattle popue

d in

lation has gone up from about 7,200 head in 1920 to as high as 1

‘1957, Beef cattle have been increased more than four timeés {i/the last 20 years
‘but dgiry.cattle. have remained more constant ranging from 11,300 head in 1939
260;13,00, head: 1 1956 Tho Wsepin 6F Hgys, Wheep 6Dy ‘hordes, goats dnd bees, has
. ﬂideoruaad since 1939, ¢ nvestoo‘lé faxieye: Hﬁve s‘pehial&ued moro in ’beéf and’da:hv
“siioatble dm*ths 1a:st 1543 years. Candev wfT et ] v
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‘has not changed greatly, «Im h&thsoft midic oows: and diiry hbifers kopt-on furms,

. theo hrgeut mmber was reached at:the end of World War IT in 195,  In.that
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Table 204« Cattle on. Fams |
clalla Gou'nty, 1939-1958

16,800 000~ | D
Source: .S.D.A., MBAgric Emum Divn,
Stato [ -Ha.shington

A gereral trend 11l dilryLig hag pasn d Fedudtion in mnber of ditry forms
and an intrease in the . avwagﬁ sﬁzé dalry herds, : Omdller dairy farms with
less than 20 milk cows have becams félier while larger dairy fam operations
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have become more common, Aocording to recent Census data farms selling whole
milk went dowvm fram 288 in 1949 to 226 in 1954, Farms classified as of the
dairy type decreased fram 312 teo 2Ll in the seme periods - - - -

Most Clallam Gouni;y dairy cattle are concentrated @"the Sequim«Dungeness
. lowland, Dalry herds are large in this area averaging over 50 head per farm

and several farms raise and sell registered Guernsey, Holstein and Jersey dairy

. Gattle. . Secondary dairy aress are in the Port Angeles vicinity and the Forks

..Prairie distriot of western Clallam County,
Boef Cattle "
In recent years there has been a change from dairying to raising of beef

animals on many farms, Numerous amall dairy farms changed over to beef cattles
. Raising beef yequires legs investment im equipment and fewer hours of laber

. . than dairying, Hardy cattle breeds such as Angus and Herefards are able to

.forage well in the woodland pastures and -cut-over lands common in the valleys
and foothills of Clallam County. Most beef cattle are raised in the lowlands
.of eastern. Clallam County in the vieinities of Port Angeles, Agnew, Dungeness
. and Sequim. In recent years more beef catile herds have been built up in the

western districts of Sappho arnd Forks, Many of the new herds are small in size
- and are kept by part-time farmers. Repid expansion of beef eattle is ono of
. .%the major agricultural changes.$o have cscurred in Clallam County since 1939,

Since of cattle have inoreased by over four times the mumber kept in
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downward cycle in the beef cattle population. ‘o
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. . Abeut 200 farms were keeping hogs in 195L btut the commercial raising of

hogs was being practiced on only 55 farms, Since 1939 the total mamber of hogs
kept on farms has gone down from nearly 1,500 head to less than 950, In earw
dder years many farmers kept hogs te utilize skimmed milk left from -eream
separators, . Most hogs were a sideline .on dairy farms which shipped ‘erean.
Reocent faotors causing the decline in the ewine Endustry have -been the ireressed
sosts of feeding simnce farm supplies of skimmed milk bscame esarce and secondly
the amount of labor needed for commercial production, Another change has been
dseline of farm butchering and home euring of bacon and ham, once a common
practice in western Washington, R

 Table 21.~ Hegas, Sheop, Worsea did Madms

Your | 085, | Soeep | Horees and des

oo 1 (nead) | (bead) - (head)
1939 L 2,hok| 655 | .- 1,039
9L 2,288 7LS | .. 830
- 19h9 | 31,3101 -SL3 | - 683
195k | < 793915731~ sol

Sources U,S, Census, ;g;gculmre

"



L2 7 —_ Clallam County, Washington

B

~Bheep :c . T L e T omnes oo —

" The raising of,sheep-as m:mirer:sideline has besn steady elince 1939,
About 25 1,0 30 farms keep sheep and the total number in the county has ranged

..from aboul; 550 -to 750 head per-year: Sheéep are mainly in small farm flocks

~averaging about 26 head, - Recent.trends in sheep raising includs an inorease in
.- - oumber. of farms keeping small flocks and a slight decrease in total rumber
»Taised-in the county, . Most sheep are kept in the drisr and irrigated Dungenesse

Sequim lowlands, Because of dense forést-growth and predatery animals, shéep

are not kept in significant numbers in the western and mountainoue regions of
Clallam County, , ‘ oo L
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i Horses and -mules kept on farms forwork; logging and transportation pure

‘poses have decreased. sharply, :Tractors, ‘trucks :and othér machilies’ have replaced
r. Yhese, animals, - In contrast: to-earlier years, teatts of horse® ere rarely ised . -
stoday. for: logeing, plowing; land clearirg- and frefghting,s | Since 1920, when' - -
sdhere we¥p 1,300 horse# in Cla3lam-Ctunty, their number had'‘deé¢idined to only .
#5650l in: 195N« In recent: years. abdiit-250- farms have kept -one’ of* two horses:for:::
. 2¥iding; and some have contracted for:packing in:thd'Olympic Mourtain: areas with

the-Forest Service.and.elk and:deer:hunting partiés, -Less than 15 farms breed’

Jhorses and make:commércial: sales:: ~Horsss are well distributed over‘the popum
]@teﬁi;;;ag»j,qgagqfv:ﬁ;ﬁm, coum;y.\ ad B pare oo : R
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. Poulry aleing 15 the third most important type of farming in. Clallam

County, ;’lgelng under dairying and beef farming in commercial value, The poultry

{ndustry: has-been-about steady. difice 1940 with some increass in ghicken and-egg
-«production and.a -dvop inturkeyiproduction, :. o 7 o G oo
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: «»-80zen by 195k, “Chickeén-raising its carriéd-on.on‘over 500 farms and:of these . -

~ jpfarms about 235 80ld-or shipped marketiepgs, : Only 2 farmb specialized in v . -

T 7 fable 22 .; Ghickens, Egg .AProduction, Turkeys -
%" Yoar | CHiCKens | EgF Proosction| Turkeys Ralsed . .
ear » - L N Fooeor PR

o (birds).l-

1939 | 39,47yl 3558 ¢ | 2,9%
Lt 19hh h8:82. 615 +38h~:322 ant [ “ 6',‘ 9!1? 3

- 195k | - 18,267 - L5T,172- 1/ 3,218=. - T e

consumed on farmme, - .
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Source: -, {1,5. .Censng,. Agriculture .- -
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ns k&t ag:;ﬁna nunberéd:éver 18,000 ‘4n 195k compared.with about .« -
39,500-1n07 19395 J,.%gg preduced for saléiwere ‘at a mew peak volume of L57,000. - . .

CUT19L9 | 35,555 177236,522 1/ [ ThpABkeT i,
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The turkey raieing industry hae declined eince the peak year of 194k, In
19hk about 6,950 turkeys were raised for market but by 1954 conmercial turkeys
raised were down to 3,200 birds, About 30 farme located mainly in the drier
climatic balt surrounding Scquim specialize in turkeys,

Beokesplug, Boes and Honey

-The lsst agriculturel Census of beekeeping in Washington in 1950 -showed
that Clallem County had a relatively small industry, -About LS farms kept bees
and produced honey for home use and some local trading, In general, the farms
keeping becs had five or less hives each, Total hives in the eounty in 1950
numbersd only 110, Only two farms reported raising honey commercially.  Total
. anmual production is less than 1,000 pounds and is not. sufficient for the market

within Clallam Ocunty. Beekpeping and honey production is lower than in 1920,
The Gensus of 1920 showed that there were about 555 hives and about 9,000 |

pounds of honey produced per year in the early 1920%s,

Small Animal Indugtry; Goats, Rabhits, Fur Farming - o
A ems1l mumber of fariis’ specialize 1n, or raise’ on a sidéline basis, mall

animals guch as goats, rabbits and fur bearers, Small enimal industry is ot
as well developed im Clallam County as in some of the metropolitan counties of
the Puget Souud Baain. . . o . U
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Goz Palsing inciudes a few anmimals kept on gbout 30 fm. "The most ™
vecent Census in 1954 enumerated about 210 goate, Wearly all of these goats
are of the dairy type and are found mainly in the dairy farming areas.  Rabbits
are raised on about 125 farms, As a sideline, rabbits are raised for local uses
A few fryer rabbits are marketed looallys o g B

. . Fur farming .48 on a minor seale, In recent yeaira about five emall fur
. farms have been ia opsration, Ranch mink is the major typé of product and this
type of famingia in the vieinity of Port Angeless o o




