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Crops

Mh;hr Crogs' a co ‘ : o

Because dairying and general livestock farming predominate in Cowlitz
County tke major part of the eropland is used for growing feed crops, About
. 82 percent of eropland in 1954 was harvested .as hay and grass silage, Another
7 percent was in oats, barley and field corn, Most of the feed crops are cone
sumed directly on farms or sre marketed in immediate localities to dairy, beef
and poultry producers, In 195k there were 13,956 acres of harvested cropland
.. in the following specified crops 1listed in order of importance: e¢lover and
timothy hay, dat and other grain hay, grase silage, wild hay, mint, tree fruits
and ruts, truck crops (cabbage, carrots, cucumbers, green beans) and strawe
‘berries, ‘ ‘

The érop-hietory of any farming region reflects ehanges in marketing cone
ditions and methods of farming., largely as a result of thée trend toward.

Potal Acres of land Harvested, 195k

13,956 Acres

T Tres Frults 3%
Othep e ™

Figurs 10, Percent of Total Cropland in Leading Crops
. Cowlitz County, 195k, :
(Based on U,5, Census of Agriculture, 1954)
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livestoock farming and the growing of vash erops for nearby eity consumers, feed
Op8,; vere eg and berrles have increased in Cowlitz County in recent years,

Since 1939 leas cropland has been farmed, Cropland in 195k was about 2,350

acres less than in 1949, Major crop: frends show recent decreases in mint, oats,

polatoes, corn and tree fruits, Crops which have inoreased have been clover
&Nd —oimolly hay, grass silage, berley and commercis vegetables,  -SOmMd & ropland
has been seeded to permanent graesland. ‘ .
.ggg'.égd Stlage Grops. -. ¢ - S T ' R

ULl The most important crop for-local use has beeh hay. This was tiie’even
~.-in.early settlement- days.. All types of hay and silage have ranged betwedn
11,000 and. 14,600 acres per year -since 1939, =~ - i S

st . Clovar.-and timothy 1s most common 4ype of hay, penierally grown in mixture
.or.mimed with ‘other gragses, Over.3L5 farms (onesfourtt of all the farms in
Cowlitz Oounty) harvested clover and timothy hay in 195 and Cowlitsz ramked
eleventh among Washington counties in clover and timothy acrsage. About 4O
farms had a surplus for sals in 195k and over 730 tons were marketed. 1ocally.
Clover and timothy hay acreage reached a peak in 1955, with 5,C00 acres yielding
a total of 9,500 tons., Soil conservation practices in.recent years and the use
=" ug rotations’ of aYover and grain have been factors in the increase of clover

hay.', L

Table 17,~ Clover~Timothy Hay and Alfalfa Hay
Acreage, Yield and Prodaction
Cowlits. County=193941955,

Clover and Timobhy Wy - T . . Aifaifa fay

Year | Aoreage; Y1eld" } production | Acreage [ 2ield T proquetion

(aores) pex(‘%:ggej, (tons) i (acres) .pez('t;;z:e) | (tons)
- B N i

19391 2,90 | L8 | ‘5200 | 200 | 2,9 | 880
1940 | 3,200 2.3 75500 220" [ 2,06- . Lho
1941 | 4,200 6 ] 6,600 | 270 3.0 ' 810
19%2 4 1,000 | 2,0 | 8,200 i 260 1 3,0 . 1780
W0h3 1 4,000 | 2,00 | 8,100 § 380 | 2,00 760
190k | 3,630 [ 19 | 680 4 Lo I 3z . {71,300
1945 | 3,610 1.7 - 6,200 || koo 2,851 1,000
1946 1 3,550 | . 2.9 . 6,600 & Lo | 2,6 0 1,050
1947 | 3,300 |.,.2.0° - 6,600 ' 300 | 26 .. 780
I8 | 3,350 | .21 1 7,000 320 .- 3,07 (0 960
k9 | 3,400 | ¢ 1,5 | 5,100 1 200 i 2,3 k6o
19506 { 3,300 - 2,0 6,600 ;i 200 ¢+ 2.6 520
1951 3,600 1.13 ] 5,000 : 210 N 300 630
1952 | L,500 1.9: | 'B,600 . 220 7 3,5 770
1953 1 4,300 | 2,17 .} 9,600 1 290 . 3,0 870
195h | 5,000 | 1,9 9,500 - 280 {~ 2,5 700
, 700 1 .7 ; 8000 Y 200 | 3,0 870

Sourcss U Sy Depte’ of. Agric,, AlS, Estimatos <
‘Division, State, of Washington, 1939-1955,
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Oats and other grains cut green for hay rank secopd’in acreage, OGrain
hay has ranged: from 2,600 acrés in 1939 to 1,150 acres in 195k, In recent
years less grain hay has been cut and more cats are being sombined for: grain
and the straw plowed under, Very:little grain hay is sold,

Alfalfa hay is a minor forage .¢rop now less generally grown than in the
mid-194018, " The acreage is down to about 290 acres. compared to 410 in 1945,
Only about 30 farms had alfalfa in 1954 and only abeut 500 tons were sold come
mercially, ' Climatic and soll. conditions are not ideal for alfalfa whieh thrives
best in drier regions with non-acid soils, Wild hay aocreage has been decreasing
too, Only 1,350 acies were cut in 1954 cempared with 2,600 in 1949, Many
former wild hay meadows are now regularly eultivated for higher-yielding clovers
and tame prasses, : ' ‘ .

A marked change in recent years has bsen the harvesting and storing of
8ilage made from clover, grass and grain. This practice provides better utile

izatlon of forage crops and grains and lesssns lesses in ha: -quality from damp
weather at-harvest time, Numercus Cowlitz, Lewis and Columbia River Valley

dairy and-llvestock farmers have added silage eutters and installed silage pits
and g1lop in recent years, About 70 farms were putting up silage in 1954 com-
pared with only 25 in 1945, Over 1,500 amcres of grase and grain wers cut for
silage in 1954 compared with 370 in 1549, - In the same period, silage sterage
was inoreased from 2,000 tons te over 12,000 tons per year. o

Oats, OtﬁériSmall (rains and Corn

" Hay and éilage from grasq; legﬁmes and gréinlare supplemented in Cowlits
County by feed grains such as cats, barley, wheat, rye and corn, Combining
grain, however, has deoreased as a farm practice sinse the 19LOls,

Oats are the most important Teed grain, In 1954 about L0.1livestosk -apd
dalry -farms grew oats to feed their own eattle, horses and shesp, A few famm
places have surpluses whiech are scld loeally, Ost production reached a peak
in 1549, when 2,070 acres were harvested with a production of 113,850 bushels,
In 1955 only 700 acres were cut and ths ‘production was only 30,000 bughels, -
While oats have decreased, therg has besn an inerease in the production of
barley., About 10 farms were growing barley in the mid-19501's, Acreage ine
ereased from 60 4crab, in1939 to. 190 in 195k, . Barley has inoreased in popu~
larity as & dairy and beef animal feed.- . - ' . Loy

Wheat was an important pioneer orop for human feod as well as livestock
feed, It has greatly deelined, however, since 1920, Climatie factors are not
reliable and soil conditlons not suitable for wheat farming. In recent years
wheat has been limited 4o less than a dozen farms, Although in seme years: it
was grown on over 180 acres of Cowlitsz County eropland, since 1951 it has. -
dropped to 30 acres or less, Production has been largely for local livesteck
and poultry-feed, . h . B o

Corn and rye are other minor feed erops which have ‘declined in importanece
from the ploneer period of Cowlitz County agriculture, ‘Corn for, shelled-out
grain has been grown on less than 20 acres per. year in recent time., Fileld corn
grown for silage fodder, however, has been reported on 200 acres or mors per
Year in recent times, A small amount aof rye'ls grown in gome crop years as a
forage erop.  Rye production has been of no commercial sigridficance since the

early decades of settlement, N ; s

‘ .
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Cowlitz County, Washington

Table 18~ Ogts and Barley: Acreage, Yield and Productian
Cowlitz County) 19391955

-ﬁ*:::=:::%g?::::?;————;;%ﬁ?i=ﬁ===ﬁg

Tible 19,~ Wheat and Corn:

State of Washington

Cowlitz County, 19391955

Oatefr?or graln) 1@21 for grain
Y1e1d el
Year | Acreage Production [ Acreage Production
| (acres) é:;32§§2)~ (bushels) | (acres) ;2;822;;) (tushels)
1939 510 38,0 19,380 60 26,0 1,560 ; .
1940 700 | 13,0 30,100 60 3040 . 1,800
1941 670 48,0 32,160 60 35,0 . 2,100
1942 820 | 52,0 42,60L0 S0 40,0 3,600
1943 | 1,050 58,0 60,900 90 38,0 3,420
19hh | 1,200 56,0 67,200 80 L8,0 - 3,840
19451 1,150 49.0 564350. 70 .1 Ub.0 3,220
1946 1 1,080 | ' 55,0 59,400 60 51,0 3,060
1947 | 1,660 56.0 92,960 70 48,0 3,360
19481 2,140 48,0 102,720 8o k8.0 3,840
© 1949 2,070 55,0 | 113,900 %0 5L.0 . L4, 860
1950 12,150 50,0 57,500 110 k1.0 5,170
'1951] 1,300 L7.8 61,750 110 43,0 Ly730
1952 600 545 32,700 | 110 Lo.0 4,400
19531 580 50,0 29,000 0 1ko 30.0 L, 200
195L 710 4 k1.0 29,110 180 27.0 L, 860
1955} 680 | 50,0 34,000 190 10,0 75600
Source: U.S.Deh.s AMS, Agric, Estimates Divieion

Acreage, Yield and Production

A1) Wheat . Corn (For grain)
- Yie:d Yield
Year | Acreage a Production | Acreage . | Froduetion
o (acres) é:gszsgz) {bushels) || (acres) é:gs::i;l_ (bushelg)
19391 110 19,5 2,150 20 . 250 500
1940 50 20,0 1,000 20 26.0 520
1941 100 25.0 2,500 10 39.0 390
192 La 30.0 1,200 10 25.0 250
1943 10 30,0 300 1/ camm —
194h 30 28,3 850 - o -
WS 30 2Ta7 830 - - -
© 1946 Lo 30.0 1,200 .- - -
1947 | "100 | 21,0 2,100 e —e -
1948 60 23,7 1,L20 ~e = -
19h9 Lo 14,0 560 - - -
1950 | 140 29,2 4,090 - .- -~
1951 | 100 18,0 1,600 - -o -~
’ 1952 70 ‘ 32 DO A . 2 21-[.0 . - e "~
1953 50 23.6 o ' 1 180 - NP -t
2954 30 | 23,0 890 - - -
1955 " 30 34,0 1,020. -~ - -

I/ Wo significant production after 1047,

Source:

U.SoD AI

uu‘

AMS, Agrie. Estimates Bivision
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In the 1930%s mint fafming was éfarted as'a~suceessful and profitable
practice on the valley bottom lands of Cowlitz County. Cowlitz was. part of the
state’s early mint farming belt along the lower Columbia River. In the Census

of 1939, Cowlilz County rarnked first in the state with 580. acres yielding over
28,000 pounds of peppermint oil. In that "year Cowlitz prodiiced 62 percent of
the Washington output. This production was a speclalty localized to three
farms in 1939. By 19L9 production of mint had increased to 677 acres, tut the
center of state~wide production had shifted to the Yakima Valley and Cowlite
ranked third behind Yakima and Benton Counties, The decline in Cowlitz County
started in the 19501s as.a result of horticultural problems and disease infes~
tations which caused lower yields, Production continued to shift to irrigated
lands in east central Washington, By 1956 thers were 600 acres of mint in
Cowlitz County and although its production of 23,400 pounds of o6il was third
in the state, it was down to less than S percent of state total. Mint pro-
duction continues as a highly valuable specialty c¢rop in Cowlitz County,

Table 20.~ Mint: Acreage and Production
: Cowlitz County, 19391956 '

Y Mint 0il Produced

ear Aeres Harvested (pounds)

. 1939.1/.4 . 5860 - |- - 28,600
19k9 1/ 677 - | ' 33,290
1951 2/ | 1,000 A 9,000

S Wse T -a,115 0 | 50,300
1953 2/1 - 1,000 " 45,120
195k 2/ 640 27,520
1955 2/ 600 16,000
1956 2/ 600 23,400

Sources: 1/ U.S, Censuses of Agriculture, 1939, 1949.
" 2/ USpA, AMS, Agricultural Estimates Division
- and Washington State Department of Agri-
_eulture, Division of Horticulture,

Berries

Cowlitz County is one of Washington's impertant berry growing areas, A
variety of cultivated and wild berries have been grown and harvested commerw~
cially sinee 1940, Freezing and camning markets in the Vancouver and Portland
areas brought an increased commercial acreage during the 1940t's, In recent
years there has been someé decline as competing sources of processor berries in
other counties and Coast States have ¢reated larger supplies with consequent
weakening of prices,

Strawberries are most important berry erop followed by red and black rasp-
berries and blackberries, Other commercial species include Loganberries,
Boysenberries.and Youngberries, Most production is from small fields managed
on famlly farms. Beriy growing is an important sideline on general livestock
farms in the upland areas, - ) o
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Cewlitz County, Washingtom - -~ . . - -~

Teble 21,~ Berry Crops: Strawberries, Red O

Raspterries and Black Raspbervies . L .
Gcwlita County, 19h0~l956 R e

=~ Bleok Fespboriios
. Aores [Toms 1| Aores adens e
1940 | 10 20 P VA VR L
1941 : . 15 30 S em e .
1842 19t J 25 .} 58 | e e : L
CI9h3) 100 | 1s0fl 20 30 ) = e
-9kt 75 . 8o 20 | 10 - e
1945 | 80 WO 30 50 - -
96| 80 [ 1601 30 | LS - -
19471 90 280 25 50 ~ -
19481 120 | 250} 25 | 58 25 . ...55
1949 100 | 110 25 25 50
1950 } -100' |, 125 20 Lo 25 25 '
19811 75T | 90 Lo | éo .25 bo .
1952 | 58 1164 30 o | 15 28
1953 | 100 150 0 | 20 - 15 20
195k | 100 160 10 L.~ 107
1955 | 75.... 180 .12 .| 25 | 10:.. 17
19561 90 | "o, 18 30, ... 5 73

1/ No date available .prior to 1948,

Scurce: U8, Dept, of Agriculture, AMS, Agric, Estimat»s
Division, State of thhlngton.
S . ‘
Table 22 ;= Potatoes: Acreage, Yield and Production
Gowlitz Gounty, 1939~1956 >

.
o — ” —1_-‘:‘-"" o .

Yeér;q | -Acres G %%::g Prodgctiop -
T Harvested ey aore) (tons){j
1939 3/ 1 170 5 850 EIARRE
1945 1/ 130 5 750
1948 100 5 500 R
9k | 715 6. Slbso ot T L
~ 22981 T 215 L L) 1,100
w952 goo. ] . 5. 1,000 L L
1983 20 . 6 |0 U120 L e T
- LG8 25?' T 175 - AR
. 1958 20 5 100
1956 20 5 100 .

1771939 and 1945 are Census of Agricalture daté, oo . :
o 'gburces' USPA, AMS, Agrie¢, Est. Div. and Wash, State~ SRERRE
ot - Dept, of Agric. cooperating. Wush. Vegetdble ' T
SRR Cro 5, data for 1939=1556,
SET L“»- U,8, Censuses of Agriculture, 1939, ]9&5.



Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin 39

-~

Potatoes

L

Potatoes were a common pioneer crop for home use and loeal trade on the

‘lower Columbia.River, In recent years commercial potato growing in the Cowlits
area has declined in importance compared to commercial produetion in irrigated

- areas -of eastern Washington., In 1954 ‘about 280 farms were growing potatoes

/

{

mainly for local use, Commercial production has varied considerably from year
to year and has been on a downward trend since 1952,

Tree Fruits, Filberts

Fruit growing and the culture of filbert nuts are of gecondary importance
in Cowlitz County, Orchard land, both home-use and commercial, has been de-
creased in recent years. Orchard tracts with more than 20 trees are located
on 300 farms, Most of these are small, general orchards growing fruit for
home and local use, Only 600 acres of fruit and nut trees were reported ih
1949 and the 1954 Census showed only 435 acres, Orchards were at their peak
in the 1900-1910 period, Ag the commercial iree fruit industry began to cone
centrate in the irrigated valleys of eastorn Washington, commercial production
in Cowlitz County deciined, Filberts were a more recent nut crap which were
planted after 1920, They reached a veak of commercial production about 1950,
By 195k filbert growing was declining slightly,

able 23,~ Bearing Fruit Trees and Filbert Trées
L¥] » -

Year Apples | Cherries | Pears Prunes & Plums | Peaches Filberts
1890 13,578 | 1,575 | 1,118 4,088 225 -
1500 63,6L2 | 6,542 8,790 1 .. 36,358 142 —
1910 b5,523 1 6,435 17,336 ] -: 15,450 " 657 -
1920 .1 37,14l | 6,566 6,375 10,891 1,151 -
1930 {20,390 | L,618 |L,667 17 73L3k | 61 481
1940 713,129 3,630 3,055 [ . 5,948 . . 255 6,092
1950 10,042 1 2,654 | 2,177 3,149 985 8,110
1954 1/ | L,7h6 | 1,438 | 1,270 1,453 537 5,082

1/ 195 figures ave for trees in orchards of 20 trees or more,

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits Washington Crop and Livesteek Reporting
Service, .3.5.A._an ashington State Dept, of Agriculture,
s Cooperating 1952, _ 7
U.8, Censuses of Agriculture 1890-1954,

Vegetables

With improved transportation and expanded city markets locally availabile,
economic conditions have encouraged an expansion of commercial vegetable
farming on the ¥alley lowlands of Cowlitz County. .Vegetables harvested for
sale to fresh markeis and processors went up from 230 acres in 1939 to over
1,600 acres in 195k, . Truck crop farming’ has’ recently specialized in the fol-
lowing vegetables: cabbage, carrots, green peas, cucumbers, spap beans and

‘r‘\



grcwing home gardens.
Table 2.~ Vegetable cropas Sweet corn, Snap Beans

Spinach and Cusuxbers
Cowlits County, 19481956 1/

Some of this home produce entera 1ocal fresh markets.

- |_Sweét Corn | Snap Beans SpinaBh | Guctmbers
Year 170d, o | £P0ds iy . Prod, ' Prod.
Acres (tons) Acres (tons) Acves (tons) Acres (tons)
1948 | -in 20 ko 55 195 - 25 90
CO1949 ! ea o 20 40 60 320 . 25 |-. 125
© 1950 ko | B0 25 50 5 25 35 170
1951 15 | 30 | 35 200 5 25. { - 25 100
19521 20 | Lo 35 210 - - . f 20 -85 - .
19531 - 60 | 120 BO | 230 || me | e 7% .} 300
1954 75 1200 40 2ko L 16 100 350
19551 18| 35 46 230 5 25 60 21,0
1956 | 110 | 435 L5 250 - - 200. " { 1,300

1/ Not available prior to 1948,

Table 25.- Vegetable Crops.

Source:

State of Washington

Cowlitz County, 19391956

4

arTois

.Green Poas

U.S,D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates Divisien

Cabbagse, Carrots and Green Peas )

y———

. Eabbage o

Year . Prada " od s i ‘PI:Odg
) Acres (tons) Acres (togs) Acres (tons)

1939 %/\ 7 NA & NA 15 NA

WLs i/ 14 NA SRR -8 Na

19&-8 e - 10 90 o s
1950 m= | ew g 25175, Comen | :
1951 . 5 20 I .15 | 160 | ksoi- '900
1952 — T ~= {1,000 { 1,800
1953 5 sk oy 4-p . 24 |l 1,000/ 1,800
1954 100 | 1,060 70 | L20 580 | 870
1955 2/ 2/ | 2/ 100 | 600 100 | 200
1956 ol - 115 700 2001 350

. 'Sourggg-

1/ U,S, Census of Agriculture data,
2 Crep lost by freezing weather.
= Not available, - -

'U.S, Census of Agriculture.

US.DeA,, AMS, Agric. Estlmatea Division and
 Wash, State Dept. of . Agric., Cooperating.
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