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- PART VIT _
. Farm Marketing and level of Iiving

Location and Facilities for Marketing

. . Most farms in Cowlitz County are favorably located with respect to roads
and transportation facilities to local and distant markets, Both of the major

marketing areas of the Pacific Northwest are just a few hours away by truck

. and rail., The nearest metropolitan market area is Portland, Oregon, only L8
 miles south of Xelso, The Puget Sound metropolitan ares is also available as

a market with Tacoma 109 miles and Seattle 140 miles %o the north of Kelsoe.

" Locally, farm products can be marketed to processcis, distributors and con-

gumers in Longview, Kelso, Kalama, Woodland and Castle Rock, :

Transportation facilities between Cowlitz :‘County farins and markets are
-goods The county has a total of 506 miles of roads-of which 126 miles are in
hard surfaces and 380 miles are graveled, Cowlifz County has the highest rural
population per mile of road in the state with 43,5 persons per mile in rural
areas, U,S, Highway 99 runs through the western portion of the county from
north to south, This highway has recently been straightened and widened and
. now provides a superior means of trucking farm products to markets in these
directions, - T '

Rall traneportation facilities are also excellent, The Northern Paeifie,
Oreat Northern and the Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railroads provide serviece
between Seattle and Portland and eastern Washington and mid-western markets,

In addition, the Chicago, Milwaukee, St, Paul and Pacific provides rail gervice
. over a branchline to Longview, From Portland the Union Pacifie provides direct
. rall service to eastern Oregon and mid-western and eastern seaboard markets,
JWhile the Southern Pacific provides rail service to California markets,

Water transportation facilities are available elther from Longview or
Portland, The broad Columbia River permits oceanw-going vessels to move upriver
to either of these ports, Thus, world-wide markets are available to Cowlits
County farmers and processors of farm products via water transportation.

“Mipketing,gg Processors and Distributors

< . .- Most important of the cash markets for agricultursl produsts of Cowlitz
County. are receiving stations of freezing plants, canneries and milk processing
plants located in the western purt of the county, These act as collection
points for processing plants located in other counties in western Washington

., ‘and the Portland, Oregon aresa, o ' -

.. Whole ﬁi;k is purbhasedlin large quantities by two dairy plants in Longe

... ¥lew and Woodland, These plants manufacture ice ‘cream and icé cream products,

"butter and cottags chsese as well as process milk for fluid consumption, Five
licensed milk vendors operate in Cowlitz County, Two of these are in .longview
and one each in Kelso, Castle Rock and:Woodland.,  Important quantities of whole
milk are trucked: te:three large Portlard jobbers for distribution in the Porte
land market, lLarge quantities of lower gradé milk are moved to a national
manufacturer of cheese at Chehalis,
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Two large Commmunity Sales Yards are located in Kelso and Woodlande Beth =

fed cattle and breeding stock ars bought and seold through these sales yards. -
In addition, there are three state-inaspected livestock slaughter plants located
in the county, These provide a processing market for livestock and livestook
products, along with wholesale and retall meat outlets in the cities and towns

of the county, A growing market for livestock is found in the preparation and

freezing of meats for frozen food storage lockers, There are & number of firms
in Castle Rook, Kalama, Kelso, longview and Woodland that rent lecker space and
prepare neats for frozen storage by consumerse

Marheting of poultry and eggs is carried out mainly throuph established
outlets. .A large portion:of the chickens, turkeys and eggs produced are shipped
to W1n10bk and Centralia for grading, processing and packaging at the Washington
Egg and Poultry Cooperative plants, Some eggs and poultry are shipped to Vane f
couver, Washington for processing for the Portland market, .

Cross are marketed .mainly through procesedys, produce distributors and
wholesalers, both. in the sounty and in the counties immediately north and south
of Cowlitz County.. Most hay and grain crops are marketed locally among farmers
and to the two plants in Longview and Kelso engaged in milling of dairy and
poultry feeds, Thsre 18 a berry growers barreling plant located at Kelama for
provessing of these erops, However, most fruits and vegetable crops are mare
keted to processing plants located at Vancouver, Chehalis, Winlock and Gentralia
in neighboring Clark and lewis Counties,

Income, Value of Products Sold

Datia from the United States Census of Agriculture indicate that income
from the sale of all farm procucte. ranged between $2,827,106 for 1949 and
$2,690L,10L for 195k, . Tne census alsc shows that sales vary considerably be-
tween fanna. Cowlitz County had 366 farms classed as commereial farms in 195k,
This was 28 percent of the total of 1,303 farms in the county, Of these 368
comnercial farms, 70 reported sales of $10,000 to $25,000 and over, while
another 228 reparted sales over $1,200 but less than %10,000¢

Livestock and poultry accounted for 70,8 percent of the farm income in
1954, Dairying predomirated with L5 percent of the farm revenue from agrie
culture, Also a very considerable portion of the 16,8 percent eredited to
livestock was from the sale of dairy cattle and calves not only for slaughter
but for breeding purposes as well, Poultry contributed 9,5 percent of the farm
income in 195k, .Only 16,5 percent of the income came from the sele of crops
as such but it should be remembered that in a livestock and cairy county the
.erops actually are largely marketed as livesteck and dairy products,

Table 31 indisates the breakdown of income from the marketing of livestock
and livestock products by Cowlitz County farmers. Whoie milk is by far the
most important single gource of inccme, sales amounting to §1,155,622 in 195h.
" Cattle were second and eggs third with sales of $319,079 and §159,176, rBSpecw .
tively. , )

=

f Commereial cropé are qﬁite diversified in Cowlitz Gounty. Horticultural
specizltios were the most important with sales of $205,396 in'195k, "Most of
the ingome from these was received fram production of - flower and vegetable
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Total Value of Farm Products Sold in 195L: $2,65),hL0) k

Figure 12,~ Sources of Cash Income, Cowlitz County Fafms, 1954,
Source: U,.S. Census df Agriculture, 195L,

seeds and plants in greenhauses, Field erops such as hay, mint for oll, and
potatoes were the second most important source of income from crops with sales
amounting to $109,885, ' '

Marketing Farm Woodlot Products

Cowlitz County renked £ifth among the counties of the state in 195h in the
marketing of forest products bty farmers with a total of $3L1,L405. Table 30

. Table 30,~ Forast Products on Farms
Cowlitz County, 195h,

Type of Product Regj:‘;’ing Quantity
Firewood and fuelwood cut =rimmwme s - 3,666 cords
Fence posts cut eecruccrmccccncan 126 14,279 posts
Sawlogs and veneer logs cut m-ceo 172 10,088 M bd, ft.
Pulpwood cut weremccccnmceccmcan 88 7,513 cords
Value of firewocd, fence posts,

logs, pulpwood and other forest
products sold «- - 202 $341,L05

Source: U,S. Census of Agriculture, 1955,
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indicates the varieus types of forest products whioh Cewlitz County farmers are
harvesting from farm woodlots today, Thess products are principally from
second-growbh stands of timber passed up when the area was originslly logged
commercially 4O to 60 years easrliér, -Over the years much of this timber has
reached commercial size and the growing need for materials by pulp and paper

and lumber mills makes the farm timber crop more and more important commereiallys
Many farrers are now taking advantage of this factor and deveting time, energy
and’ money to caring for their farm woodlot as an important additional source

of ineome from the farm, - - ' .

Goud transportation and the nearness of mills have placed Cowlitz County
farmers in a fortunate position to market farm forest products, A total of Ll
firms whi.eh manufacture lumber and lumber products were in the county in 1955,
These firms lodated in or near Kalama {5), Kelso (3), Castle Rock (3), Longview

! (1) and Woodland (15) merufactured railroad ties, shingles, rough and finished

© lumber and furniture to provide a continuing and practically year~round markete

Table 3l,= Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed
. Cowlitz County, 195L
(Based on U,8, Census of Agrisuliure, 195L)

vlags of Livestock ' Quamigf' Amount Received
Products Sold . Marketed By Farmers
Daixry Products :
Whole milk 2?’735’813 1b8¢ $1,15£;’622
Butterfat -——one Thy 308 1lbs, _l3,092
Total all dairy products . $1,198,71 -
Poultry and poultry products' ‘
(S5 PV PR ——— 76,310 birds { $ 59,823
Egggmmane- - 36L,433 dozen 159,176
Turkeys, ducke,; geagem—ems : 33,039
Tétal alipaltey & poultsy products | BTN "
Aninals sold alive ,
Cattle-emmemmmecmemnmnm——— 3,086 head $ 319,079
Calvepmmeacmmnacernannon 3,505 head 99,787
Hogs and piggeeammmwenan 535 head 15,317
Sheép and lambgumsmmeseam— 1,002 head 12,70k
Horses and milefemmenmrae 3% head 2,_%50
Total all animals sold alive $ LL9,83
Other livestock and livestock
Eerugts Bo.j.d'-‘-*'--- ------- O 40t Gy e B VA 0, B Pl e e T P D $ 2’2‘38
Total amount received for livestock o
and livestock productse—emmeon ————— $1,908,027

Source: V.S, Census, Agriculture. '
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Table 32,~ Crops Marketed From Cowlitz County Famms, 195&;

. . , Amount Received | Percent
Type of Crop Sold By Farmers - | All Crops
' {Dollars) Sold -

Horticultural Specialties (flowsr and
vegetable sseds, bulbs, out flowers,
greens, ste e) ) $205’396 h6p2

Field Orops (hay, grass seed, mint, _ , .

R gmall grains, potatoes, ete,) 109, 885 2h,7.

Fruits and Berries (strawberries, raspe

berries, cherries,. etc,). h,812 - | 16,8
Vegetables (carrots, cabbage, sweet '
" corn, ete,) : _5l, 879 12,3
Total amount received by
farmers for cash orops o $Ubli,972 - | 100,0

Source:r U,S, Census, Agriculture,

-"Aggicultural inceme Compared to Cther Income Sources

= The total income recsived from agriﬁulture was less than one-half of one
percent of the total income from all forms of enterprise during the period 1950

to 1952, Income from manufacturing and trade wers the two largest sources of
income to residents of the county with 45,9 and 12,6 percent, respectively,
However, during the period indicated total income for the county has shown ine
ereases and it is likely that agricultural inecome may have shared in these

. Bains to some extent, According to the 1954 Census of Agriculture, Cowlita
County ranked twemty-ninth among Washington counties in tetal value of farm

v

_products sold,

-
.

* Table 33, Types and Sources of Income 1950-1952, Cowlitz County 1/

. ‘Type .and Source Income In Dollars By Years Percentage of County
..+ of Income " I“°°E2.E%_Zegrs

N S 1550 T90L | IgpP | 19501 1951 1952

© Agrieulture 2/ * # Low # #.0., %

+ - Construction |$ 3,787,000/8 6,512,000% 6,233,000/ L& 1 6.8 6,5
Manufacturing | 35,872,000| bk,106,000| LkL,198,000! L3.2 | Lb.2 | L5,
Sexvice < - 6,165,000} 7,202,000] 7,718,000 T4{ 7.6 - 8.0
Transportatien ‘

Communicatien

" and Utilities 5,285,000 6,372,0001 6,208,000 6.4 6,71 6.4

ST Trade 10,679,000 11,954,000] 12,183,000! 22,9 { 12,5 | 12,6

'+ Miseellaneous 2,751,000) 1,i6h,000] 1,028,000} 3.3] 151 1.1

" " ‘Property Income| 6,181,000| 6,552,000| 6,776,000! 7.5( 6,3 - 7.0

. Other Income: | __7,888,000| 6,166,000| 6,387,000] 9.5 6,5 646
© Total " © [$82,952,000 |$95, 388,000 [$96, 395,000 {100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0
3/ John 4, Cuthrie and Staniey L, Boyie, County Income Payments in Washington,

+t o, 1950m1952, Pullman, Wash, Washington State College, Bulletin No, 26,
g/ Agriculture was below 1% of county income and is not itemized as to value,



22 L Cowlitz County, Washington -~ ‘'

Specifieg Farm Expenditures

Farners reported expenditures related to their farmine éperatigﬂs'in the

195k Census of Agriculture, Cowlitz County farmers”apant-§1,193,219 in 195

for the specified items shown in Table 3L, By far the largest expenditure was .
for feed for poultry and livestock, The total expenditure of $793$603 placed
Cowlitz Uounby seventeeuth among counties of the state in expenses; Averags
expenditures for feed for the 1,203 farms reporting was $659.69. A total of

283 farms reported hired labor expenses in total of $211,510, an average of

$747,38 per farm, Providing supplies and services to farmers is important in
the commercial activities of Kelso, Longview, Castle Rock, Kalama and Woodland.,

Table 34,~ Specified Farm Expenditures in 1954, Cowlitz County

Type of . Mumber ¢f Farmg | Bxpenditure of | Average
Expenditure Reporting A1l Farms Per Farm
Machine hiregqncocoa.oaoootgoo h92 $ 62,1&5 $126031
Hired 1aborosseesscsecevscsnsa 283 - 211,510 747,38
Feed for livestock and poultry 1,203 793,603 659,69
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil 748 109,970 147,02
Commeircial fortilizereoesenses 156 15,526 99453
Lime and liming materialseese. 15 465 31,00
Total expended 1,193,219

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture.

Usually farm people have not enjoyed as high a level of living as city
people. Lower farm incomes, on the averape, and the isolated location of farms

X It 3 mand 't cmecan? m e
make such cenveniences as electricity, telephones and hot and cold running

water less readily available o farm families than to urban families, This has
been the general situation for most American farm families.

In this state

+
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standard than the national farm family average with reep
customarily used to judge levels of living, A comparison of the level of living
of farm families for Cowlitz County, the State of Washington and for the United

States is shown in Tabhle 353 The index shown there is based on t

2 LT S AT AaSTAN WAV EAra W W AITEW WL WaA W

.
he existence

of electricity, telephones, automobiles, etc,, and the. average value of products
sold on each of the farms, An index of 100 would be equal to the average index
of all counties in the United States in 155, The percentages refer to the -
number of homes eqiipped with the various conveniences listed in the table,
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. The United States farm-family level=of=living index was 122 in 1950 com~
pared with 100 in 1945. The State of Washington was above the national average
in 1950 with an index of 15L, ranking eleventh among the L8 states. Cowlitz
County in 1950 kad an index of 130 which was 2L points below that for the State
of Washington, but 8 points abgve the United States average, Cowlitz County

tied with Sgamania'Counxy for twenty.first place among counties of the state,

s

Median income per family at $2,760 vias $380 above the median ‘for the ‘state

 and over 76 percent higher than the median income for farm familiea_in-the‘.
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United States, PFurthermeore, Cowlitz County farm familiss exceeded beth state
and national averages in the use of electricity, electric washing nachines,
mechanical refrigerators and hot and cold water plumbing, On the other hand

fower homes had home freezers and central heating plants than did both state
and natlonal averages in 1950,

Table 35 .« Indices of Level of Living of Cowlitz County Feym

Families, 1950 Compared with State and National

Percentage of total farm families with 1isted
Index Items index items
United States | Washington | Cowlits Courty

Farm Family levelwofwliving 122 154 130
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $2,760
Electricity 7843% F2e5% 92.7%
Electric Hot Water Heater 17.4% h9.,1% 37,.8%
Electric Washing Machine 58.7% 85.4% 86,6%
Home Freeszers 12,1% 14.5% S.7%
Mech. Refrigerators 62,7% 77.44% 91423
Telephone 38,2% 57.5% L7,5%
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23,48% 70.4% 75.3%
Central Heating 18,1% 17.8% 10,6%
Houses with Mors than One

Person per Room 22,3% 15.7% 17.3%
Automobiles 63.,0% 77.6% 69,6%
Travel 10 Miles or More

to Trading Center 21.4% 20.5% 23,2%

Source: Walter L. Slocum and Carol L, Stons, The
Farm People of Washington at Mid-Centufy.

As history and statistics presented in these pages have Bhown, Cowlitz
County agriculture is a record of progress by its industrious people. In
slightly over a century those who chose to pioneer on the land and make the

801l productive in crops and livestook,

Its numerous dairy,

have made farming an important industry,
poultry and general farms add much to the economic welle

being of the lower Columbia River region, Many part-time farms provide a sesure

and wholesome way of life for those who gain a large part of

in logging and lumbering.

monument to the spirit of enterp

varied

Each farm stands as a fami
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ly achievement and a living

rige, progress and faith which brought many and
agriculturists to this river valley regicn of southwestern Washington,



