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PART ¥

¥ajor Crops .. .. : o

Wheat is the major orop in Douglas, Wheat asecunted for 7% percent, of all
erops harvested guring 1954, Another 16 percent was in barley, The bhird most
- important orop’ was oats with 5 percent of the harvested eropland. Fruit ore
+ ! chards-and Vineyards occupied 6,800 acres » 8lightly under 3 percent of the
¢harvested 'vropland, Alfalfa with 2,000 acres in 195k ranked as the sixth most
important crop but this waz less than one percent of - the éropland, Rye ond
+ - 8mall @graits grown as a mixture were harvested from 1,500 acres, A1l other
1orops covered abouh 2,000 acres. This includsd some 300 acres of alfalfs seed
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" plus wild 'hay, potatoes and vegetables,
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2 Gr@' ‘_I‘rends' ":
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' The vrop"h_‘i"ét‘ory of any farming region reflects aconomi¢’ changes to 8.
~large degree, Orchards in Douglas County have declined somewhat 'since the late
1930's when tho peak acreage was reached,- In part, this indicates the invesion

Totel Acres of Land Harvested, 195L: 249,888 Aeves
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Figure B:,~ Perecent of Total Cropland in leading Crops
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of urban land uses in the East Hemtchoe area, The limited orchard areas are
A1l popular a8 home sites. of nonrai‘m péople. )

Whest has always been an important crop. An estimated 178,000 acres of
vheat wae harvested in 1939, Boginning in 19LL there was a gruat increass in

- : wheat acreage, Othor grains izcreased rapidly, too, with peaks during World
- War II ard from 1954 to date. Total acreage planted to the major graine in

7. +1939-wam 180,700 actes. "By’ 1955 actording "0 estimates of ‘the waaungton Crop
- - and:Iivestock Reporddng” Serﬁce, “thig’ fiad reached 236,900 acrés which was an
-Anereats of:about-ohiesthird, Tﬁe-’r‘éoﬁfaﬁaﬁve advantage of cash. graine rather
than-other crops has becoms great sinte’ _1_93_% The incresss in grain acreage |
rusmBecounts Lor- appromtely threeat‘irtha of “the’ amount added to6 tha .acreage in
+farms:ginse. that’ ‘year, - Barléy- ‘and"dats 'in’ recent yeara have ‘béen planted on
-wheat f1and, . Wheat acresgd has ‘beeh cuftailed by the Federal Wheat Acreage
-2:AXYOtient ‘Program, *As’ a "result; 4€he'!ﬁaat recent trend has béen to.changs the
‘composition of the grain crop. “Total- ‘giaifi ‘acreage still has been éut back
less than one-tenth but the crops raised on the acreage have cbanged.ﬂ
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“ip For anany Jyaa‘ﬁa ths mest itiportant ‘o¥op “from the acruge #tmdpoint bas

Y beeh uhieaty ‘Grown on the dry:Yand of Déhglas County, wheat was the first ime
portant commercial crop grown by. the pionaer -faxrmers, Most of the wheat has
bsen grown on the summer-fallm, drys - system, Also the pieat portion of

the crop has always been sown in the: fau to take advantage of the winter moise
ture and protective asnow cover. _ In recent years spring wheat acreage has been
- very small, RENREAS

. .-»Douglas County is the fifth inoat import»ant- u’heat producing county in Washe
'-d:ngten. “focording to 1957 estimates, ‘a totel of 1hl,200 acres produced g
3,669,400 bushels, or about 26,7 .bui itmla per acre, Variations in climatic
conditions and-fertilization practices have resulted in yields ranging from a
peak of 27 busheld 'per acre in 19L8.to a loW of 16 bushels per acre in 1955,
Acreage wus decreascd in 1952; and 1955 aa a result of the Federal Acreags

R

, Both spring and wint.er whea‘b* ",hrxted, bnt the- acreage devoted to each
varies from year to yeuri: Winter .‘wfmat s generally preforred by growers bee
cause of its higher ylelds, During-the period 1939 to 1955 only in 19L3 was
spring wheat acreage ;.arger than that of- winter; whoat. 4n most years fall
moisture 18 favorable for germifiation; and snow cover is sufficient for proe
tection of the wheat sprouts against extreme: ‘cold temperetures. In dry years
gome planting is deferred until ap:éing. “Fields of winter wheat that are

. damaged by winter-ld.ll, eroaion ot.har cl:lmatic wzos are usrally reseeded
in the epring. j R -

',‘y

Doug]as Gounty farmers havo experimentsd with a mmber of warieties in an
affort to obtain betier yields, 'acoorelng to the Washington Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service, 89 percent of-the. 1958 ‘crop was common white wheat, Bzart,
with three~fourths of the total crop, was the mést important variety, Idaed
was algo :mpoﬁtant with ‘about onektenthi of-the crop’ ‘neingv this variety. The -

mmVar nalald o ¥l weeaad o it 2 W ke ma ks

Giipy Wihliue CLUw vVaz'ie 'by I'BP‘DI‘DUQ' 'Es“ SIMED WILCH 'accwma 101' Dw a T;race 01

the crop. Only half a’ percent: of:the total production was in hard-red winter
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Table 17.- Wheat and Barley. Acreage, Yield and Production
: 3 Douglas County, 19391957 . .

""""“"““'""""‘“Kii‘ﬁ%eat' I Harie

Yield - - Yiold -
Year | Acreags (tnighe Pmduction "Aoreage ‘ Production

bushells .- (buahels
. (acres)“ ger_gore). | “(bushels) (l (acres) - aama} ] (bushels) B
1939 | 178,000 | ‘17,2 | 3,053,000 520 19,0 |° 9,900
1940 | 125,000 " 18,9 ‘25364,000 | 1,050 | 1240 12,600
19L1 | 170,000 2h.7 14,199,000 2,100} 20,0 - (h2,000
1942 | 239,500{ 2L,0 3,348,000 11,&00 2660 ‘296,400
1943 | 17h,000 | 22,1 - | 3,851,000 9,000 | 22,0 - | 198,000
19hl | 203,500 23.6 h,812 000 3,170 | 21,5 68,100
1945 | 211,500{ 21,0 - | h,hSo,zoo ©-2,700 | 22,0 | 59,400
1946 231,000 26,2 6,0&1,009 1,350 | 27.0 . 31,100
1947} 235,000 | 20.0 . h,o95,ooo’ 1,000 | 19,0 | 19,000
19481 231,000 26,8 - | 6,148,000 1,050 19,0 20,000
1949 225,000 17.0 3,830,000 . 760} .S, 11,000
1950 218,500 | 21,1, | k604,300 6,700| 27.0. |. 180,900
1951 238,000 22,8 5,419,000 .600 | . 26,0 15,600
1952 251,000 20,8 ,.1..5,229,000.1 . 700/ 30,0. .| 21,000
19531 247,000 | 25.5.° ‘| 6,311,900 | 1,600 |- 32,0 51,200
195k 185970-9 22, | L,150,0i00 |t Lo,500.| 26,5 1,073,000
19551 367,700 | 15,7, | 2,626,200 | 49,000 | -16,0. | 784,000
%956 igs,ggg 3%92 . g B%g goo ghgzoo .gag.o I,gBh:OOg

9571 137, 6 +789,800 I Bo,hoo | 32.5 . |2,613,00
Source: U,S5.D.A,, AMS, Agric, Estim teg; Division .
5 State of Washington = =~ T "
., Table 18,~ Spring iheat and Winter Wheat
~ - Douglas Count Ys 1,39_-_-195',7_ . e
e m—— — et b ettt e
Spring Wheat : . Winter Wheat
“Yield Yield

Year | Acreage.| (1w ene1: | Production FAcredgs |Ypuane1s | Production

1Y uuwuﬁ.&u

(acres) | pop gere) | - (bushels) [ (acres) per _aare).] -(bushels)

1939} 58,000 13.5 783,000 [ 120,000 18,9 2,270,000
1940 | 70,000 [ 11,6 811,000 | 325,000 18,9 | 2,36L,000
19h1 | 50,000 19.h 970,000 § 120,000 | . 26,9 .. © | 3,229,000. .
- 19k2 | 32,500 19,0 (617,500 || 107,000 ] 25,5 | 2,730,500
wammgm.AMM”mmwm*% 4000
194 77,800 21,8 1,698,160 {125,700 { '2h,8 “':’*3,113,900
1945 | 65,000 | 16,4 1,066,000 1&6,566 C 23,1 734384200 2

19L6 | 89,000 2.0 - | 2,136,000 ‘112,000 | 27,5 |- 3,905,000

19k | Le,000| 18.0 "882,000 | 186,000 | 20,8 - :| 3,813,000

C1948| 71,000 2,0 o 1,7ohlooo 160,000 ceBo h,uao,ooo :

- 19h9 1 k3,000 . 1540 . 645,000 182,000 | " 17,5 | 3,185,000

. 1950 62,500 | 21,0 }1,312,500 {156,000 " 2k,1 - | 3,291,600
1951} 55,0007 22,0 | 14210,000 183,000 " 23,07 [ L,209,000 -

19521 1h,000| 18,0 | 252,000 | 237,000 | 21,0 1,977,000
1953 | 21,700 26,0 | 56,200 | 225,h00 | 25i5< | Etuirne
- 1osh| 30,0001 24,0 720,000, 158,700 | 21,0 3,332,700
..1955 ] 19,000 13,0 . 247,000 ) 148,700 | “ 16,0 - 1 2,379,200
1956 [ 171,000 22,0 | 3,762,000 ) _2:700 | 18,0° |- " k8;600%:

s AMS, Agric, Estimates Division

étate of Washington
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varieties, 'Hardpred spm.ng whoat ‘rot.a]‘.ed a‘bout one-tenth of the erop, Henry

was the nost d.mportant. variety growny o I .
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T - = Table 19.- Varie'g.aa Qf Nheat Grown .

.w_v_--“-f:‘. * - L Dougm COMY, 1955
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,o? thqf: '_— , " (bushels) [ Total epop -
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T Major Blaest o “
i n Idaedmeesine 2.7."
L T HOEY ke e g o
j*"',"-'.;:Federaﬁidn---- ‘e 507+ )
S7H L. "Saunderges e o2
i J!ard-ﬂod Wintar W‘r;gagi&?ﬁ : ’-; SRS -
Ri*dit-s—-o-»--»-w L 396, B |- R
© Tt WaBatches P = n’lﬂoo Lo
Turkey-—-----------;-—«------ .. 6196001 23,6
, Rio.....-_-..'.--.:..-_ : j_ 2 S-—*—- ,: _iéfSOO 1.8
TOnmArgr=e=--s E o9 .
Im AT T “Iogwﬁbfiq-nqémﬁ"qﬂ = “‘ T Q'ﬂ‘ ks -
cosrreeTOVAE L cm;oawmmuw»e ' S
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,. ﬁnll}ﬁ__r___,_tdf?g oL Tes .
Egrlw hs beccme an mpor‘tprgb 'czgppéin Fecent yeprg A toml of‘ 3?,900

_ aoresof tarley was hamreated .sm,the mnit,ya in 195Ls : Since 195}y 'and the Federal
Acreage Allotment pmgz:am ay; has become: the second. most. imparbant. erop in
acreage Yermy, Barley,. uke}fz%& ‘sther émall grains, reached a:peak in the World
War IT Botm and then Gro j&?ﬁem@rdr Oyer 11,000 acres. pf' barlpy were
harvgstad in 19!.;2 and only" 600 E‘jg.QS i InTecent years, when' pash
farmers. Tinited wheat acredge’ undef ~fed@ral agreage #1lotment. ag;‘eement s they
fallowad: sumner~fallok-with bariey; . Yields have ranged from 4 Yow of 1X bushels

| per aere-in 1940 to a h.igh ‘of 32 blishels- par- atre in. 1953, . In recent yeArs
yields of" all the amali grain&'f have tend d.higher excggt for 19*"5 which ¥

" bad s!'aih mp year,. . y ,

(Jn:b aeruge was’ tho thirdﬂghest of all crops ‘in 195h. A total of: 13)\000
aores wore hmosted. 5 It hna Iéli”owed‘ an»' acreage trend similar to barley. _

R T
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Yielde have been fairly good with a low of 17 bushels per acre in 1940 and a
. high of 38 bushals per acre in 1942, Oats are a more pepular feed grain, Many
small fields on part-time farme are growm for livestoek feed. Only 70 pereent
. of the oat crop was sold in 1954 compared with 85 percent of the barley crop.

et L Rye is grown én.a fow farms-and acreage has fluctuated greatly, The top
acreage was reached in 1941 with 3,000 aores, A total of 900 acres were rew
ported in 1954 on 1l farms.. Rye yields have varied greatly with climatic cone
ditions, - - . :

© Table 20,~ Cats and Bye: Acresge, Yield and Production
amn .o it Douglas County, 1935-1956

AA . Y

e Qals ;for grain) Rzgv_ifor grain
Sets) :Year { Acreage -(&Eﬁ;%a Production | Acreage (bt:;}?;]‘:a Production
e (acres) | O acro) | (bushels) | (aeres) | ‘181818, | (bushels)
e .:1939 2’ 180 2!1.0 52, 300 1, 330 5.5 7, 350
L9010 3,500 | 17,0 59,500 | 2,50 | 5,0 | 10,800
2941 5,‘900 30,0 1779 Q00 3,020 12,8 38'?00
D7 .1942 | 13,200 38,0 497,800 2,800 6.5 18,200
" '1903 | 10,000 37,0 370,000 2,L00 75 18,000
L o19hh 2,660 | 30,5 81,130 700 | 13,1 | 9,200
23981 1,550 2240 34,100 680 106k 7,100
ASM6 T 750 | 3240 2ly,000 340 1145 3,900
Y1970 6ho | 25,0 16,000 480 10,0 ki 800
Fhidagh8) T600 | 21,5 12,500 640 1245 8,000
S a0he 6710 2k.0 16,050 850 640 5,100
. <. 1950 8,000 35.0. i 260,000 2,500 1,0 35,000
" 19511 2,000 36,0 72,000 1,800 10,0 18,000
019520 1,050 3440 35,700 | L6 8.5 3,900
©OT1953 | 2,130 | 33,0 70,300 430 e | 6,400
o7 A95h 113,100 | 32,0% .. Li8,900 900 13,0 | 11,700
TTTTI955 120,200 |0 25,0 | 505,000 - 900 bels 5,800
1956 | 22,200 23,5 - 521,700 700 10.0 7,000

Source: U.S.Dedy, AMS, Agric, Estimates Divn,
State of Washington

to - Fay Grops and Silags L g
wo o o P Hay eropa aye relatively unimportant in Douglas County, The most impor=
w0 777 ‘tanthay erop has been small grains cut for hays In 19L9 a total of 10,700
wata o vl aoreB Were chtb _‘qgﬁglﬁ farms, By 1954 this had fallen to 6,200 acres on 191
P reini " farmg, | About 7,000 tons were harvested and almost nore sold in 195k,
o g S PR PN ,‘ v-w o . . v s
»*  KXfalfa $8 the other major hay crop, The acreage in alfalfa has risen
slowly from 840 acres in 1939 to about 2,200 atres in 1955, About threefifths
of ‘the alfalfa land is.irrigated, A total of 1i6 farms grew’alfslfa in 195k,
: produéing about 7,000 tons.,. .Almost - one-third of ‘the alfalfa orep was sold from
s -39 of the produeing farms .in 1954, A few farms have started giowing clover and
- odimothy for hay in recent years, The peak was 80 -acrés 1871951 with only LO
i acres‘harvested ih 1954, Nons of the erop wasisold, " Seferal farms harvest
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s Wild hay with-1LO acres. eut. 408:195k,~ Othér hay:{grassed -and:miesb-alover) was

+ harvested..on 230:.a0res, -Acreage:in thede: inor hay dreps’has vemadined fafily
oonstanb. 231 1ageharveating ta‘:a"new"practico h:“ﬂié cmhty &md aa 1acreaaing
Yonmage.is being put-up-on livéstock farms, = o

21y CloveraTimothy: Hay-and Alfelfa- I{ay EE
e AT w7 Aoreage. Ydeld and’ Production
Taoempton i e U0 - Bougkas: GOun‘w, 39391955 . . A o

clover_ and ’f‘im. Ha; e ALE81E Hoy .

Year Aureaga (tona = Erod\miow Acreage.| (tons
19]41- e T e o i P f1r,060 3'5 . :
}9&2"-‘““-‘“« BN S ‘.ub‘., r 1. ;;1,(-:;#;;“;“ ,;.’020 s h.q e

AWL3 e | - ik 1 ¥07,080 kO
WL 17100 | 2,0 | cE@0 0 U950 | 2.6
19kS [ 207 ‘20 | N0 Y -920 302
WU6 |7 307 | 20 j 60 v I Lydko 341
191‘7 S 1o I | -200 :’60 : '3:,360 2'9"6'
U850 | -2,0 | oo o '35 0
1949 | - 60, 14T 100 1,900 27
39501770 | 2 | 260 - 113820 22 -
19511780 ] ey 350 0 2,050 I.S*
1952 | * 60 a7 7100 - UApBh0 1 A5
1953 | 50 T2 | 10 1,900 | 1e3
195L 1 bo- I 2,2 %0 |j‘:;£s;0'60 RS
1955 | - Lo 1,2 se i g a3

H 80“?.99* .S.D,A., AHS, EB'biM‘b“ Dim R
L 1 Staterof Hashi{:gton R

.,.4.

 Vegstables,” "Botatoes and Fleld-Gorm : - .. - - . as
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Doug]aa Gounby is not se"fvauﬁrﬁici.ent 1n tha production o.t‘ vegetable oTOopE,
‘Much of this is due to the lacik:of fertile-Botitom soil and a ready market,
Some is because of the climate, In 195k there were 22 farms producing vege~
tables for sale, About 53 acres of vegetables were harvested, - Swest éorfi'was
the most important, being harvested on 10 acres, followed by tomatoms harvested
-=0Nal :acres,. “Unspecified:vegetabled totaled 33 -dores, ' The indaié to’ farmers
from wegetable :sales totaled:only-$1i;0074n 195k “About -one-half or 498 of
the: cmmbj ts f&ms reporfed harveafﬁﬁguaene vegetables for heme use. - "'A e
A total of 219 farme reported harvesting potatoes for hcne use or sale,
Thars . were 25 acres ‘Teported by ‘the.Qénsus-wiile ir 19h9 the total was L6
sefiaeresy Ten fayms - gréw o totad 627 deres: of - f1sld-dorn for all pirposas 4n
295 - Bight ‘doves were ‘Harvested For- ‘graine - This was” sis’ than ‘one~fourth of
m,the ‘acreage tharvested. for‘:gx:ain?m%wv ‘While ne-¢orn was cut for silage in
43949, :bhere were i :acres unea‘lm f;hi’s m damlng 195&. 'frie other nvc acru
vqrq used tbr livestoek feed. A ) , MR T

A AN
Tigny . E R IR

R S S 1

Lt




Crop_and Idivestock Reporting Service Bulletin 3

Mursery and Oreenhouse Products

: Nursery and greenhouse production has expanded during recent years, An
incroased rate of residuntial construction has caused the demand for plants

. and flowering ornamsntals to graatly inersase, The local frai% industry has
also been a fasctor in this upward trend, Aureage 1n nurseries has increased
almost eight times in the same period, Nucseries received $250,000 for their
products in 1954, Creenhouse space increased two-fifths vetween 1949 and 195he
Sales inoreassd from $2,700 during 1949 to $8,000 during 195k,

Table 22,= Horticultural Speciaities: Nursery Products, Greerhouse AProductsi.
- Flowers, Plants, Buibs, Seeds, Mushrooms ard other Special Plarnts
' . Douglas County, 1939195k

A R ———————— it

T | Nursery Produchts [ YioWere and fiowering plants, Duibs end seeds;
- |(shrubs, trees and || vegetables, vegetable seecs, plants, mushrecms
Cengus | .orramentals) grown in fields and under glass for. sala,
Iear Acres |Sales from| Acres in !@F?:qz%::.zqug:m Salee from farms
. |Plaribed Nurserles | open fields| ' -, glsss) during the year
193 | 32 1 §33,326 | e - -
19hh y 2 ) .‘-u- L] L llu.
39497, | . 61 |.. 86,084 3 10,600. - | . $2,720:
195k {84 |- 250,000 —2 U000 | 8,000
1/ No Census data sre availablo for 19k,
Source: U.S, Census, Agriculturs
. Tree Fruits, Nuts and Crapes
Douglas County is the fourth most important county in the state in fruit
production. Apples and peaches are the primary commercial fruits grown, There
were 6,781 acres of orchards, vineyards and nut trees recorded by the 195l

Census. Of this total 6,64k acres, or 98 percent of the total, were irrigated.

». -~ 3 N man sV am Pusawe Ll B
In 1954 Douglas County fruit growers received $5,984,000 for sales from their

orchards., This was the sacond most important source of income in the counby's
agricuitural economy and it was over one~third of the total farm income, Most
fruit orchards in the county are extensions of similar areas across the Colume

bia River in Okanogan and Chelan Counties, Most orchards are on the river

benchlands in the East Wenatohee, Orondo and Bridgeport districts,
The number of bearing trees has declined over the years for some fmitse

Peachss have recently besome the most important fruit grown in terms of tree

numbers, Douglas County ranks third in the state in psach production, ° There
were 55,400 bearing peach trees in the county in 1954. This is the peak number
reported up to that time, Pears along with prunes and plums reached peaks

sbout 1940 and then declined, Douglas is third in pear production, Cherries
in 195) were dowm slightly from a peek mimber of bearing tress reached about
1950, Apricots, while up from 1950 numbers, were still mich below the 1940
peak of 58,000 bearing frees, Douglas County ranks fourth in the stste in apple
production, Although apple trees are fewer than in 1920, apples are still the

ma..jo;' fruit crop and in monetary value, apples usually rank ascond only to
. Wwheat .
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Grapevine plantings in the Bridgeport,”Onondo and East Werstehse districts
have been increased in recent years, In 1954 there were 60,000 vine
2 fapme-in the-county with ¥ tatn"mmomoz & ‘BROVHE0 waunda -nm.,-?.fnn:{.?.;..

=waa:the- third most impertant count?i:—xvﬁii;in"ét;;Q;;;;producu;;“ig‘lﬁ'h. )
T S S B ¢
o 'ﬂ‘l‘ab].e 23;< Desring Fruit ' N

. Deuglas Gounty, 1890-195)°
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B :-r-:sé_c_hes Fearﬁ .

B S R
8,631 h,m

S ..;’3-3543 3’ 809 f e

?6;{61)' ll.hOl '

- 16,071 | 26,472

345320 305748

- 16,561118;312 .

b 55,98 ;28.532

73 ﬁmésnmfw h‘é"emmhwds of- 20 treea or mo‘re. i

Sourcds: - Washi nzt,on Tr"bé Frait Washington. Orop hﬁd LiVes ock chort:lng
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