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PART VI

EE r . Livestock., Dgirying and Poultry
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Genertl Tmportance

Livestock and poultry farming are secondary activities in Douglas County
* hen compared with the- ralsing of fleld and. tree crops. In 195L, animals,
poultry and .their .products contributed only five e reent of the dollar value
of all farm products sold, Farmers received $866 200 from the sales of animals,

poultry and their prodacts in 195L, Cattle raising is the most important part
of the livestock industry. During 195k, cattle and calf sales totaled 3558,hh80

- Livestock Trends
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Livestook and poultfy farming have experienced marked changes gince 1925,
Major trends.include a dowdward trend in cattle rumbers sinee the peak of 19kk,
* Beef cattle numbers have déeclined and trended up again singe that time. Milk
‘sattle numbers declined almost continuously following 1939 except for a slight
rise during the World War II years, Hog numbers went through a.cycle similar

to that of beef cattle, Sheep numbers declined greatly, going from 2,904 head
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Total Value of Dcuglaé County Livestpckﬁ $2,378,829
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- in 1939 to as low as 164 head head in 1949, Sheep rumbers are nov. increasing
195k, Horses and miles have declined, de~ )

? po
- oreasing to one-ﬁfth of thelr 1939 numbera. Poultry raising has also decrsased
‘from m-himo peaks, i . ‘
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'and calves account for thogreateat ehar with %1,81’;8,000‘*0@ over three-
] fourths of the total%,mlua, Da.;ryacattle are. aeoond and hprua are third in
Yalize, i 2 | A
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: ': ié ﬁggt ﬁa‘a‘*ﬁr tirpgjof 1ivestock faming. Total ea.tt.la
po 24k" of 23,500 Bead 1 19Uk, Beef cattle mumbers resched
a h:lgh of 20,000 head at that time. ~In the period since 1939, the. highest .
“dairy cattle mumbers were h,IOO head in 1939, . Numbers of dairy cattle declined
93‘,}%3#7 o 1 100 hggg 5 ‘%9% gattls munbers. declined betwesn 19kl and
= 305 he in SRy ,tha‘x 'had increased about one-fourth over
1 )00 hiea .reported, Beef cattle now outnumber
fe,, . 1ba nunber of farme with catfle and calves and
: ;@,ng: ,Abaut thraeetentha af‘ Qhe .f'arm plaece

Tablo ] ";- Gattle on Farms
Douglas Gounty, 1939«1956

TDairy Cattle
{(head)
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e 1950 A 1,600
S 1951 164X 00§ .- 15300
‘ 1952 1 .- 17,000 ,;. 1,100
1953 {7 11y 1,200
196k [ 16 1,100
1955 6, 1,100
1956 | 1,100
1957 | - 1,100

Scurce: u;_sr,-mﬁ;,a., S-"”Agﬁ.c. Eat:l.m.tea Divn,

kopt milk cows in 1954, A total of about 6,h60 cattle and calvos were seld *
from 277 farms in the gounty to'buyers.of live animals in 195k with these sales
returning $558,450 to Douglas County:ranthers, - Large cattle herds ave typical
“6f northern Douglas County 4n the f’oster Creek and. leaby districts,
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Dairy farming is of miner importance in Douglas County, Whole milk proe
duction is the most important part of commercial dairy farming. In 1549 there
were 39 farms produoing whole milk and production totaled 19L.000 pounds, By
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195} there were only 10.farms and production was down to 329,000 pounds, Ree
‘turns to dairymen decreased from $19,450 to §13,100 in the same pericd, Many
eall dairy farms have abandoned commercial milk production with dairying in
the area prineipally for loeal consumption., Oream production hae also dropped
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over the years, The mmber of farms producing ¢ream declined from 102 in 1945
to 67 in 195h. Productden fell fram 29,700 pounds. of butterfat in 19k9 to

gniggopmds during 195k andivalue of same desreased from $17,760 to L0285 .. o

Hogs - 7 : S
Hog pumbers have ranged fram 1,700 to about 4,000 head per year

in’
yeaxs, ' Feak mumbers came during World War IT, followed by a decline in the
late 1940%s, The number of farms with hogs was about the same in both 1949
and 195k, tut on the average farms are keeping larger herds,. In contrast to

earlier decades, very few farms faed hots and do butehering for farm prépara

s i

atlon of pork products such as bacon and ham, During 195k, 92 farms sold 1,78 .
head of hoge alive for $66,360. Hogs have been third most important seurce.of .:

livestock inoome in recent years, although far behind the eattle and milk, .
A considerabls number of farm places still keep one or two hozs far farm ..
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Table 25, Hogs, Sheep, Horses and Males ' - ¢ -
~ Douglas County, 1939-1954 =~ .. ...
Ses 7 | (1sad) | (head) (head) ; R
w1939 3,166 | 2,904 by989 e o T
JOT e d9Wkt L1810 1,308 3,52 o
e T 19ke 1,766 164 1,73, e
e _losh 2,017 L,88) o300 o o T e
Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture - T e )
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+ - Horses and mmles for farm work and transportatioﬂ have decreased in the
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Common to most eastern Washington countieg, there has.been a decline in
gheep rumbers in Douglas County since 1939, However, the Census of 195} showed
an increase for the first time sines 1939, The low point was 164 head in 1949,
By 1954 there werd about eleven times as msny, or 1,818 sheep repcrted in the
county, Number of farms keeping sheep almost doubled-betwsen 1949 and 195k,

A few farms only feed sheep or raise them for farm slaughter and the average
flock size is LO to 50'sheep, Small farm flocks are ‘most common replacing
large range flocks typleal of plonser times. Durim 195L only 13 farms sold
sheep, reseiving a total of $7,200 from.buyers, = - o
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Horses and Mules

last 30 years ao tractors and vehicles were put into use., The Census enumerated
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. OBAY, 1,950, hox ag ¢ Wﬂmﬁtmn Lvae.m SompaTad 16 iver ‘
AR Jn-1920,  The la L inbers disappserad-frost thenfarh dirtng the 1920%s .~
Ta ‘L%. noof :" t; ferming. Teplaced: thoussnds. of ‘draft '

if&ué‘% -open Tanges: and use.of horses in tattle
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‘nd 9.4 'w ddud i *”" e "ﬁk;'" gm@;t« aegmgntv of tha uveuﬁck in
‘“*m&éﬁ" "fhé‘hm%i ﬁ a rea ed a high of about 124,000 during thé #drly
.-4940%8, There was g rapid decline in the immediate post-war period followed
.- by: a slower decline since 1949, The Census enumerated 42,900 birds inz 3295k, -

Qszontialﬂ.y the sam number . as m 193_9. & total of 265 fams Teported se

: atings-very $301,000 aompared:tc $206,000
W}QS : M andaeggmmome:!m:naod’over
-9%3’&9& gﬂ!ﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ tetakevere . f£n~19h9.
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. Turkey mumbers. rasshed 7500 500 bixda: ';.n 25U AuringAhe strong market years
of World War II, Although: Q;E’ a: Aec ine after the war, mumbers: were bask
up-to 5,200 birds in 1954, lﬁny “places heve begum to lneep small flocks in

- yecent years, Light--breeds:f EPhe- heavy-treeds; Innome from ture

' keys, geese and dnck%‘*‘bbta):e ?i m; dugiﬁg 195& whieh ms lesa than tvothirds
‘of the 1949 total,._....... .00 2B
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Table 26, Oﬁicftgns s Egg. B{ g_!uu"b:l.on, Jl‘urkgys
Do\;gl Coun‘liy;

Year
1939 - vl
194},
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2 Bag ,,le;ep”ing i‘ gm;m, }ndugmén&hg ardhand dtatriots, - Hees ars high];
dnpbrtam” ug pollenizers in f@é&:&}‘qhardw’ -Jhis-imdustry has increased in’
“Pecent years. In 1950 there were only six farms keeping bees and total hives
rumbered less than 20 according to.the Census of Agriculturegy: By 1957524
ing to Haah:lngton State Department of Agriculture ariary: impeotipn records,.
th\gre were, over 25, £arms. with. bees: and. there-were' over 1;500 hives in“ Prroduc—
"ﬁ"“‘ About 1%. pqmds valued.at . 39,000 were-produced,’ i i
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