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oo oo Agriculture: in Garfield: County is-not widely diversified, .-Over ninew

...venths of the harvested:cropland is:'in two ¢rops, .Wheat.is the most important

.7l erop in. the county ;1 In-195), ra: total iof" abowt 76,300 .acres of wheat was hare

+ :yeated, This- vas-slightly over:two=thirds, of the tropland, .The second raniing
axop vas barley which was grown for' grain’on. 27,;100:aéres-~2h:percent: of the
harvested ocropland, The third largest erop was vegetables (mostly green peas)
harvested. on 4;L00:acres.-or-l:persent: 6 the:cropland, Small grains cut for
hay with 1,700 acres. ranked-fourth:in; 195l Alfalfa, the fifth largest crop,
was cut for hay on 1,100 acres, Qats were.cut for grain on 700 acres, - All

. other’ efops -covered-only 1,100 serés during 195k
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" Changes within a famming region:are-reflected by the crop history of the
regions In-Oarfield County-the.land;in.all ordps éxcépt wheat declined in the
late 194C's and early 1950%s,..Wheat dccounted for well over nine~tenths of
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- Tolal hores of .Lapd. Harvested; 195k 112,747 Aeres-
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Figure 11,~ Percent of Total Cropland in Leading Crops
Garfield County, 1954
{(Baged on U, S, Census of Agriculture, 195%)
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the harvested cropland, In 1953 the acreage of wheat remained constant com-
pared to 1952 while the acresges im most other crops began to increase, The
Acreage Allotment program ceussd great shifts in 1954, Over ten times as much
barley was harvested as in 1953, Slight increases came in hay crops and oats,
Wheat acreage declined to about 70 percent of the peak acreage reached in 1953,
Some speclalty cash ocrops are being grown on newly irrigated land. The Federal
Agreage Allotment program has brought some increased diversification although
barley has taken up most of the land taken out of wheat, :

Wheat Farminz

For many years, the most important crop from the acreage standpoint has
been wheat, It was the first important commercial crop grown by the pioneer
farmers, Wheat is grown almost entirely on dry lands by use of the summer
fallow dry farming system, Only a small amount is irrigated. While both
spring and winter wheat are planted, winter wheat is preferred, The county
ranked tenth among the 39 counties o.i‘ the gtate in wheat acreage in 195L with
76,300 acres,

The aoreage devoted to wheat has varied from a low of 55,000 aeres in 19L2
to a high of 102,200 acres in 1952 and 1953, Production has ranged from
1,729,000 bushels in 1939 to 3,668,600 bushels in 1952, A% the same time,
varlations in climatic conditions and fertilization practices have resulied in
yields wanging from a low of 27 bushels per acre in 1945 %o a peak of Ll.5

L

bushels per acre in 1954, The average yileld of wheat in the county has usually
been over 30 bushels per acreé, Wheat acreage declined sharply after 1954 as a
result of the Wheat Acresge Allotment program. Wheat is still the county is
most important crop,.

Table 17.» Varietiss of Wheat Grown
in Garfield County, 1957

' : . | Production |Percent of
o , ' {bushels) !{Total Crep
. White Club Wheats '
. . Elmar emmmmmecmmeees | L3700 | 106 ,
Omaz-- - - 536 00 19,0
Jenking~= ——— 2,300 ol
Common-iWhite Wheats
Brevors- : o :-"" T??,BOO 39.8
ReqUAwmmmmamrmemnmmmmeneeme | 160,900 | 27,6
Golden 54,800 - '
Td80dwmimanmmnnoumane N 52,300 1,9°
1 Marfodmmmmnnitemenmmenncen 45,900 1.9
o Burt —— —emm—— 11,500 1.6
Baart S S S — 300 A
Hard-Red Winter Wheats ’ ‘ .
Turkey and Rigermemewmc—wenas 10,900 3
Yogommonnme- - - 1,700 ol
Columblamucndanncicanmnamana | 1.600 I
mﬁ-——. -
Total all classés and varieties | 2,820,800

: Soqrce; U SiBue, AMS, Agric. Estimates Division
g » State of Washimton
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tis 18, ‘-‘u'he‘% aﬁfi &ﬂé;f; acreage, Tield and Production
reo i pmgoon G8TEleld County, 193942958 . oo
* AllWheaEML N R Barleh '

. IOREE: aaban s " e te—— 1 - . YT
. i Yeaxy-tAcreage . (b&?}iﬁa Prcrductxon Acreage (hf:;};« pmducmm

e ~.|-’acres-)- N (bushe:ha)’{ '(a"_cre‘.s“') per acre)

ietic 1939 405,000 [+ 3043 | 14729;500 | - 7,900 345 | 2725700

1540 | 8l,000.] - .29.5.._,-..:. v1,888 060:|: 12,300 30.@»' 369 000 -

19k1 | 62,000 38,1 2 362,200 12,600 40,0 Soh 000
1942 55 000 35.8 1,969,000 35,800 k3.5 3%,555.6th

1943 62,500 3243 2,020,000 | 28,000 Lh.5 1.2[‘.6 000"

0 2394l | 71,900 3ke?. | 2546150004 Ak, 700 | i3g0] 32632, 300
s UG 77,700 2742 542523252000 13,400.f . 400 ] ..536,2_00 5
31,1906, :82,h00 1-0.33.9. | 1249964004 75700 | - 435 | 335-,-000-=— g

R }911?_ f 823 i PR 30d5 2”498,500 53900 R 361,0" T «212;390

.‘,’.’.!-J':sfu.a, 91 SQO LI 33&01“ ‘330';-9" G Froy ,2007 - 3? 0} '192,h00

v_;;rl9h9-;_.~585,100 - 2T6ls 2=,33h,10:0- + 2970007 - 3h4Q.} 7 91,700
1950 | 93,700 29,0 2yT17,300 | 6,400 37.0 {.- '237,000 '

1951 | 93,000 39,2 3,645,000 2 300 - 38,0 87,L00

Laf gl .;,19-’52 102 200, { . o 35.9' 3,%8,600 1,900 3500 1§ SR 66,500

19531 102 200}, - 31,87 -3,2L6,600 ' 2,600} .- 39,0 | 101,500

¢ yiind95l T Hla800.| 3946 -, 2,963,1;00_ 27,9001 13,0 | 14.200,900

5 heas 2988 |6l 100. %A,-'.,--36-9s, | 293675800, Bh,ﬂoef_:':-:::?ﬁ-o 952.000
2,: 3956 | 66,500 - 38,3.- 1255452001 0 MA- .} NA fexomAs

E_‘}{ﬁ:‘;g 4795?., ,bb,’&ooh ; I_‘B.}k« ' g 2 88&’;809 I M -_‘ o m e P\:» - m S
o o136 s6,d0o] Lo fo27o200|  wa .o imn | we
';:a ': :‘NA‘ - n@t availablﬁ o B P
' Source: U S.D.A4, AHS, Agric. Ea'bima'bes Divn. » State af Wastdmon

Table 13,~ Spring Wheat and Winter:Wheat: .Acreage, Yield and Production
Garfield Ggun‘byr 1939-1958

JR G Spring‘Whea'b o o s Winber Wheat
Year Acfeage '+ Tield < .‘.‘Proch..ction Aereage " Tield Preduction
Filaores)- (bushels: i1 - (bushels ) (acres) {ughels.. | "‘('méhels)
per acre ) '*per acre1 ._

1939 | 2,200 | - 26,6,..}:, 58,500 .| .5L;800-. --305% | 1,671,000
19h0 I.O,.OQO' ' 22..0 \.‘:‘ 220,000 el A ,Sh,oee 30.“9: ' 1 668 000
k1| 2,000 | © 38,0 5| 70,000 | 60,000 4.~ -3842"x | 2,292,000
1942 | 1,000 | - 3L.0 34,000 | 5L,0004: = 3848 1..15935,000
1943 L0,300s-\ - 39:0..-1 102,000 | 52,200 17 3Le0.. | 1,618,000
1okl 6,300 %) 198 OQO.., J 65:,600 |-y 2,263.9000
?-9!&5 Ll;SOQ ’ 22¢6 '_‘_ 267:000 653900 ,.:.,2800 F i 1n8h59200

1946 L1;6m ' .5 ' 3531 s 70 800 . 3’4&5 A0 2)“42’
1947 | 11,500 | ;21 0~ 1 2ld,500 70,500 32,0~ | 2,257,000
1948 | 12,500 | © "26,0° 325,000,‘,_‘ 19,000 | 3Lk 2,60L,000
1949 | 6,100 | . _:26.15 161,600 | | 79,000 | " '27.,5- | 2,172,500
1950 LO,TOO ¢ 29,0 310,300 | .83,000 | ..29,D. 12,407,000
1951 § 28,000 35.0 | 980,000 |- 655 '_“g*"’-’-‘:'-‘la.o 2, 665,000
1952 17,200 25,5+ 438,600 |- 85,000 | **~ 38,0" " | ' 3,230,000
1953 .'!1,500 : 2900 913,"500 i 70)70033.0 - 25333,100
195 | 84800 {1 ..33.0 .'....290,14700 TUI66,000 | W05 | 2,673,000
1955 | 4,000 - o 4 13:604200 f -+ 3840} ¥:23283,800
1956 | 542007 - 15,800 161,300 ", ~38,0" 12,329,400
1957 | 2,k00 | 100,800 176U, 006 T T 13,5 2,768,000

1958 ] 1,100 [ 65,300 45,0 | 2,938,500

',I ]
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. Both winter and spring wheat are planted. Winter wheat aoreage in 195L
totaled 68,000 acres while epring wheat was 8,300 acres. There is a strong
preference for winter wheat because of the generally higher ylelds obtained
from fall-soun fields, Fall moisture is usually favorable for germination and
the snow cover is sufficlent to protect the wheat against extreme cold tempers
atures, Fields of winter wheat that may be damaged by winter-kill, erosion or
other climatic causes are usually reseeded to spring wheat. About 98 percent
of the wheat grown is sold as a cash erop.

Garfield County farmers heve experimented with numerous varieties to ob=
tain higher yields,. In 1957 soft white club wheats made up three~fifths of
the crop, Elmar, with 1,),700 bushels~«l0 percent of the total producede-
was the leading variety follcwed by Brevor with 39 percent and Requa with 27
percent, Hardered wixrber wheat of the Turkey and Rio variaties vere. minor
types grown, . .

Barle » Oate and Rye

Barley is the second most important crop in Garfield County and the eounty
ranks seventh in the state in barley acreapge, Barley has always been grown
mainly as a cash orop. Barley acreage was quite high during the early -19L0%s,
There was a gradual decline from the peak of 35,800 reached in 1942 to a low
of 1,900 acres-in 1952, Most of the land taken out of wheat under the wheat
acreage allotment act was placed in barleys. There were 34,000 acres harvested

Table 20 »o Oats and Rye:s Acreage, Yield and Production
Garfield County, 1939=1956

Oats ggrain) o Rye (for grain)
Year | Aoreage ( Yield 1 proguction | Acreage | , Yi€3d | production
.| (acres) | (bushels | (uusheis) | (acres) | (Pushels | (pygnels)
per aere) . : per- acre)
19391 320 2745 84800 | - 60 . 2500 1,500
C1she] 300 | :30.0 95000 100 20,0 2,000
9L 270 . 32,0 8,6k0 | 1ho 12,9 |. 1,800
ok2 | 350 47,0 16,&50 90 12,2 1,100
19431 310 47,0 14,570 60 12,0 720
19’4)4 230 500,0,' 113500 : oy ok —
19L5 | 200 50,0 10,000 - e -
19461 180 - 19.0 8,820 - = .-
947§ 180 | - Lh.S 8,010 - - -
19b8 150 hZ.O - 6’300 - - — . -’
e | 170 37.0 64290 Cm - -
1950 350 ha .0 ! 16,?90 R on - "
19511 320 41.0 15,040 - L -, -
1952 . hoo 37 00 ’ 1}4’ 800 bl ¢ e -
1953 MO 36.1 114’800 — mes' -~
195L{  7hO WS, | 32,930 - o -
19551 989- 39,0, 38,220 o= C e, -
1956 200 67-0 .. 1391300 . o (23

Source: _I}.S.i).A.a » AMS, Agric, Estimates Divn.
L State- oi‘ Washington '
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“:I.n»1955. :¥16%ds have beenchigh.~~~'1‘he “pétk y18Td was Lli,5 tisHels per agre in

+-X9h3% "A 16w of .28-bushels per dorssin 1955 was the- Firat aVerage Yield below

3?30~*Bushe Lsiper. depe,  Productisi Thds varied from 66,500 ‘bushels "{n ‘1952 to
2135564600 -bushelks: .m 19h2. ok botal"of 13y farma grew barley in 195h compared
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Oat:s ‘are.as popular" i‘eed grawn“ Desp:lte the"increasea in acreage during
reoent years only about half of “tHé '¢fép was sGid from the fdims where it was
grawn in 1954, Untll 1954 oat acreage averaged about 200-300 agres per year,
“0ver 700 dores .of ‘odte werd Harvésted 4a¥195] "4 -dbout “1,000 acres in 1955,
© Yields-hdive ‘baen: Big”h with s ‘Tow oF 27 'buﬁhels ‘per acré’ $n'1939 and & peak of
~- G- bushels “per ‘dore in“ﬂ.‘)lth ahd*19h5. ’A totail_é-*of 28 of '«'bhe county’a farmers
grew oatts in 195&. R ARER
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Rye was once grown on a few aecres in the county. An averagd of - about 100
acres per year was harvested up to 1543, Yields in earlier years were quite
high wit’r.u an average of 25 bushels per acre in 1939, % No:Tye “Has. been’&'eported
since 19 ;3.
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.t Barfield Gount.y 188 hsy P ai‘é‘a”.” In 195& only 7,800 t&m of *‘hay
»wera* ‘growns: During thie same:yéury there wére- 13,/500 Head of ‘vattle ‘on"the
-eountiyte farms,  Alfalfa; grown:mainly ‘on Irrigated Tand, s the léading hay
erope A t.otal of 1,200 acres produced h,OOO tons of hay in 195&. Some 770

.._,o-... 2 #gvq R

Table 21.- clpver-ﬂﬁoﬂw Hay a’nd Alfalfa Hay
. Acreage, YTield and Productio;z, b 1t e

PRt N PN PR R et 4mg

_-;',;‘_;}_j'j‘ Derfield Co"tiﬁty, I939-1955 T e

e
liay i “Alfaifa Hay‘..-., e

'

w.!ea_{z* Aereage A4 (igi: - Production  Acreage] }'%:'gig ?rcrducti‘on -
: (acreg) 'per acre (t‘m") “(9‘“‘99) _per_scre) |. (tona) o
193 SRR IR T‘i‘“’- = LT | 240 3:5°°'M
B i R PR L L3 '+ 240 3 609,«
1941 60 {-TR,7 0 (v 160 T ‘~_;:,,2.2 ; h,l

9424 80 | 2.4 - [ 190 %Y
43 |- 1000 | 1,2 [~ 120 i<k,
194l 130 | 01,6 © 0 210V I

~7208 0 |473,200
E Y S 2,‘7,101‘;."';.
149 i 2,900

19451 140 | 13 . (- 180 ] 72,0 = 3,000%
b6 1~ 150 |- 150 [0 220 R, " 245 "+ 2,900
L7 170 | 1.6 ¢ | 280 12,0 + 2,100 "
I9L8 [~ 260 | 1,8 . |- 290 Suiet T 2,9 2,800
19L9F~ 150, | 1.2 ¢ 180 “ufecs P2 2,200, *
1950 1~ 20§ 1,20 | 170 TR 248 252007
1952 1= 1207 | ~~1,3° |~ 160 2,6 . | 2,8001U
19534~ 60 | 2,7 |~ 160 TheY nI2:8 [ 2,600
LA%shr- ho o 11,0 b .e.,.bf),.,‘,'"" 3l | L0007
199(5, 50 e 106 .~.:89 e R T ) s 3eQ.c 3,500

Source: U.S, D.A. b AHS, Agrj.c. Estinates Division
State of Washington
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aores of this was irrigated land, The acreage ir-alfalfa reached a peak in
19k1 with 1,900 acres, # gradual deeline followed with a low of 800 acres
reached in 1950, Since 1550 there has been a steady increase in alfalfa acree
-age with 1,300 acres estimated for 1955, Alfalfa was groun on 66 of the
countyis ferms in 195k, About one-sighth of thé ocrop was ‘sold in that year,

The ssoond mést important hay orop is small grains cut for hay with 1,700
acres reported in 195h, This was a decline from 3,000 acres in 1949, With the
increase of irrigation a81falfa has passed small grains in importance as a hay
erop. Production totaled 2,800 tons in 195l with only 165 being sold, There
were 109 farms cutting small grains for hay in 195k compared to 204 in 1949,
Other hay was cut on ‘300 aores. during 1954, Small acreages of wild hay, veteh
or peas, and clover and timothy, are usually cut for may.1 » -

Vege‘babies: (reen Peés‘, Potatocs and !_Ioma Gar:de'n"a'.

G «

, The green pea crop is- the third'major crop in Garfield County. The county
ranks seventh in the btabe in acreage devoted to vegetable crops. In 1954

there were L,L400 acres of green peas harvested on two farms in the county,

This represented an insrease from 3,500 ‘acres on four farms in 1949,

Potatoes are not grown extensively as a cemmercial crop in the county.
In 1954 a total of 13 acres were harvested on 59 farms,

The percentage of Garfield County farmers growing home gardens has de-
clined in recent years, Thers were 165 farm places harvesting vegetables for
home use during 1954, Nine farms scld vegetables, Snap beans, sweet corn and
tomatoes were the main vegetables besides green peas sold by farms,

Other Field Crops: Dry Field and 8ced Peas, Field Corn and Fescue Seed

Three other field crope are of minor importance in Garfield County, The
most important of these is dry field and seed peas, Two farms harvested 178
acres with a total production of 77,400 pounds in 1954, This was & decline
from 1949 when five farms produced 529,000 pounds on 1,000 acres. Fescue seed
is another minor crop. One farm harvested 26 acres with a total erop of 7 ,000
pounds in 195k, No grass seed was grown in 1949, Four farms also grew field
corn during 195h. All of the field corn reported was harvested for grain, A

total of 2,100 bushels were harvested from 18 acres,

Tree Fruits and Grapes

Interest in fruit farming has waned in all types of fruit, There were 92
acres of fruit in Garfield County in 195k compared with 314 acres in 1950,
Also there were 1l farms classified as fruit and nut farms by the Censue of
1950 compared with none in 195L, Sales totaled $22,700 in 195k, jJust half the
19Lk9 total. Peaches are the most important fruit crop followed by apricots,

PR ST e PP, Y

pears, plums and prunes, apples and cherries in order of importance,



18 RS ,,‘-.~Garfield%c

R .- e

i il

3"‘!19 22,=Bearing: Fruit Qrees
Gartieh&gwaty, 1890~l95h

sty vqr 19RO
T *"7 1980
1954

i L i A e e

‘irée Fruits, w’asnington Grop and

P R L T e L —
W N = o Iy

Gamsy Lo, - €9§t oervico; Ul.S;D.A, and . ¥
ARt . rashdy to Deg*a. of Agrieulture, . .v.- nwr
# :3." = v w - H_sgga.t_“ "w’-_ T :r BT '7'5\_:‘ n __4.' P ﬁr—j"‘*

» 5 VERYAeS ~°1sﬂ¢rléﬁi’ 1m0, :1890-195k, -

ome R LT e
appbisus

b e




