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‘ | Livestock, Daizying and Pou]:bry
General Importance

Livestock and poultxry farming are secondary act:.vitiea in Garfield County
when compared with the ralsing of field crops, In 1954, meat animals, poultry
and thelr products contributed only 7.5 percent of the dollar value of all
products sold from farms, Animal industries grossed $655 9300 for farmers
during 1954, Cattle raising daminates the livestock industry. Cautle raising

* totaled $517,900 during 195Le-four~fifths of thé btotal income from livestock
entarpxisea. About 'hwo-thir&s of the’ cmmty s-farms sold livestock ‘quring 195k

Live stock Trends

~

Livestock and poultry raising has. changed eonsiderably in the last 30
years, The total value of all livestbck has almost doubled-since 1925, .
195k all Iivestock in.the eounty were valued at $1,908,335, ~Beef cattls aud
-calves alone were valued at 31,620,000. ‘Major trends 1nélude an increase. of
~abou1'. one»third in beef cattle munbers ‘between 1939 and 1956. Dairy catile

Total Value of Garfisld Uoun'by Livestock. $1,908, 335

g Chiokens, Sheep
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- Figure 12.- Value of Livestock on Fams
_ P Garfield County, 1954~

* (Based on U,S, Census, Agriculture )
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numbers increased greatly during the early 1940!s and then declined in the
post~World War II years, The number 6f horses and mules on Garfield County
farms has declined 'steadily over the.years:, In 1925 horses and mules wers

the most valuable class of livestock. ™. By, 1954 they ranked third. Hog numbers
reached a peak about 194k and have declined steadily since that time, Sheep
numbers have been on a downward trend since the 1930's, .Thé number of chickens
reached a peak about 194k as did egg production. ‘A rapid decline occurred in

+ .. the late 1940'8"in chicken numbers.and-egg-production. The decline since 1950
:3,whaa ‘been slower.‘_Beef cattlaﬁare on the- increase at the present time.

R

i'Cattle., Boef and Dairythrmigg ‘W?,:g,;' , ;? .

- The cattle population reaohedfa high of 1h,200 head in 1956 Ih'iéSh

. cattle were kept on 254 farm. -places, . Beef breeds outnumber dairy catile by

over ten to one and beef production is the major type of livestock enterprlse.

The largest numbers of ‘beef cattle and total cattle were reported in 194k

~-when'1L,200 head of beef-cattle -and:17,300 head -of total.cattls were reported,
:4~From this peak the number : sof -bgefi-cattle declined-to-9;700-head in, 1950, Since
-, 1950 a steady upward-trend .has-been:in.operation, - By 1956 there were 13,000
% -head of teef.cattle~wone~third: more-thanin 1939, - In 195k Garfield County

- producers sqld 6,397 head of .cattle and: calves frem 213 :farms, for & total of

$517,900, This was lower than in 1949 when many producers wera selling off

L1l

thelr herds. The effect of the beef cattle cycle is evident in the trend in
numbers eince 1939,

Table 23,~ Cattle on Farms
Garfield GOuﬁty,_b_-l939-1956

January 1 Numbers on Fbrms
Year { A1 Gattla. Beef Catils | Dairy Cattls
(head) = }- (head) (head)
1540 | 11,100 . 8,700 ,hoo
1941 | 12,000 9,600 2,L00
92| 13,400 |- 10,700 2,700
19431 15,300 12,100 . - 3,200
kL | 17,300 ‘AL,200 | - 3,100
1945 1 1k,800 12,100 2,700
961 13,000 | 11,000 - 2,000
19471 13,000 .. 11,300 1,700
-19h81 12,900 0 11,300 | = 1,600
Ioho | - 12,600 |- 10,900 - 1,700 .
19501 11,300 | - 9,700 1,600
19511 12,000 |- '10,600 N 1,h00
19531 13,500 .7 12,300 | 1,200
5L 13,500 [ 12,100 1,400
1955 - 13,800 | 12,500 1,300
1956 |- 145200 - o 13,0000} - 1,200

Source: U.S.D.A,, AMS; ‘Agric, Estlmates Divn,
-~ State of thhington - c
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< Dairying is a sscondaty part of the cattle industry, Da:lry cattle rumbers
reached a peak of 3,200 head in 1943, A steady decline has occurred since then
with 1,200 head being estimated in 1956, The highest total value of dairy
products sales was reached sbout 19hh, By 1949 whole milk sales were double
the 19kl total while sales of cresm were down to one-third of the 19kL figure,
Crean production since 1949 has remained aimost constant although the mumber

of farms selling cream declined by one-third. The number of farms selling
whole milk dropped one~third between 1949 and 195h and whole milk sales de~
clined sharply also. Dairy is primarily for supplying local fluid milk and
cream markets, , . :

Table 2kt en Dairy Products Sold From Farms
* Garfisld County, 19J9u195h

Tl M.t'n. a3 [ PPy . 1 Thedd nwe Qa3
TLIAT LiLAN WDULWU W& CIE UUJ.U . DULLEL VUL
Year From Famms Farm Famms From Farms

pounds) | {dollars) | (pounds) | (dollars) | (pounds) | (dollars)
1939 | L5L,805 6,596 | 117,1k2| 29,285 2,284 &40 .

194 | 592,615 | 17,357 | 118,h39 | 60,Lok 285 | - 120
1949 687,233 29,665 39,034 26 028 - -
295k 88,015 |. 38,803 | 39,845 | 20,389 -] -
T - Castvumm o B QS Nanm 1;5 & mvd A1rl !!.',laslum ' '
WL Wk o ~ e w.. Volww’ 7:5‘.&“‘“?“&v

In common with a general state-wide trend, the raising of hogs has been

deciining in recent years. Hog nmumbers inoreased about one-fourth betwesn
1939 and 1944 reaching a peak of over 5,200 head, - A rapid decline occurred in
the late 1940%s and a slower downtrend since 1950, There were about 1,700 hoad

reported in 1954, Until recent years, hogs were the second most important

.source of income from livestock in the county. Over 70 farmers were feeding

hogs in 1954 and they sold about 1,600 head groseing $52,000 in that year,

" The number of farms selling hogs and the number of hogs sold declined sharply

betwaan 10]10 and 10:“_ The income from hop sales dnn'lllnaﬂ to about twofifiths
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of the 19’..!:9 total,

Sheep

In the last 20 years thers has been a great decline in sheep mumbers in
Garfield County. There were 300 sheép reported in 1954 compared to 9,000 in
1939, Sheep wera kept on 22 farms in 1954 and flocks were smaller than in
earlier years, Large range flocks, common up to 1939, have disappeared. 4
recent trend of raising farm flocks of 10 to 30 head has caused sheep numbexrs
to increase slightly, In 1954 there were 18 farms with a total of 170 ewes,
This was almost twice the number of ewes kept in 1949, Pounds of wool shorn
increased from 1,100 pounds in 1949 to 1,900 pounds.in 195k, Sales of live
sheep totaled 81 head from 12 farms for a gross of $1,400 in 195h. This was
& decline from the numbex. of sheep sold in 1949, -

Horses and Mules

Horses and mules for farm work and transportation have decreased in the
last 30 years as tractors and vehicles were put into use, The 500 horses and
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nnzle;a genumerated by the: Census. m 195L were Just one~fifth of: the total re-
prteq ,flar_._1939- . Sales of harsehs anclemu],es were made: by 12 farms. in, 3954 which
1d' 21 head for a gross: of $1,000, :A, botal of; 182 Farm places in the- county
reported horség. andjor miles in 1954 -Only. 7 farms reperted using horses :
é\f_;,_" am/or miles_alonie. for _woik. power. in l}ﬂu Most horses being kept are: riding

* types used mainly for racmation. St gt
. s CoTRESRG L o D, £ o AT ;5 - A2 ‘VI{
m il ‘1 ole 25 » Rogs, .Speep,*ﬁorses and Fm.es
Cim et beent b ,Gargield ﬁounty, 1939~155k:
R,
Year Eggg - Sh.een B vink i
%7 (hoad)| (i) | - (head) -
INEMIE B H
1939 | ;3621930
i ez e~ A9y |8 52hR0 ..5,@09 St Y I o e
g 9L9 | 2,5ThipE #2079 - GR
. 195,4 1_9722.-‘:’"“ 203 i i "
g_;_ ufug. Cé‘ﬁé’&s, Agt Savin
BEAD L PRI ;‘ . . : : RN )
Pouitrz Farmi -Eg«'j_;; ”,, ' Li * : fj;f“

Pqultry farming is oﬂnﬁtnor e de;'l.:l,ne orx :rnny Garfield Courr%y farms. There
were-115 farm-places- gelling -poul z-y"and/or poultry produc‘t's in 195}, “Grosgs
sales were $22, ?06, *ranm.ng,poufltry ‘farming fou¥th among the livestock enters

1d County, Commercial egg production is the leading rt of
the poultry industry, A total of 97 farms sold 42,200 dozen eggs for-&-gross
return of $17,900 during 195L, This was a dscline of about ona=~third from the
= 1949 Jevel o Iy thie pas'r.mo‘m&‘*’ﬁa:‘r IT’ Veurs there ha*:re been le,ss pou_],t on
*«ths’“cwuty's -farms’than- befor’e‘*‘hnd"%ﬁ:rﬁ;ng *¥he wars ~The sale’ of chib ers. for
- eatds setondary. to egg producﬂeon. In 195!f £y toﬁal of lz,hOO bir&a ?wae;'_e so0ld
ﬁwm 66 farms fo!" $h, o - b s
w aM The rdising af tiiz‘l’c'eys» has ‘alm'bat ceaSed" S.ﬂ" recent years. i)uriﬁ‘g'.’léSh

.three: fairns raised L turkeys ~¥h 19h9 about 00" were raised on, two _farns,
!Light trieeds ‘are preferréd."_ No turkeys Wers, kept i‘or bresding. 1n“195h. i

o ) 'i‘able 26 .= Chickens, Egg Production and Turkeys" Haibed e
Garfield County, 1939~195L e
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