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Geographlcally, the population of Grays Harbor County is very unequally dis-

. tributed, The majority of the people live in the southern half of the county cone
centrated largely in the citles of Aberdeen and Hoquiam situated on Grays Harbor
and in Montesano located a few miles inland, In the southern part of the county,
the rural population is largely confined to the Chehalis River lowlands and tribue
tary valleys. A loose population belt extends along the Pacific coastline from
Grayland located in the extreme southwest corner of the county to Taholah at the
mouth of the Quinault River, Scattered settlements are also found in the area
north of Grays Harbor, The northern half of the county, covered largely by the
foothills of the Olympic Mountains, is nearly void of inhabltants except along the
coast and in the area sarrounding Lake Quinault,

Populat‘on Growth

The growth of Grays Harbor County was: slow before 1870, Lack of roads and

distance from the East kept immigration to a minimum., Early settlers were dis=

couraged by the dense ‘forest growth, ‘hostile Indiansy; damp climatic conditions

and remoteness from markets, The Grays Harbor County population was only. 285 in

1860 according to the Census. Population grew rapidly from 1860 to 1900, New
_ transcontinental railroads brought waves of immigrants from eastern statesand
European countries., The extension of the Northern Pacifie Railroad through the
Chehalis River Valley brought new settlers and encoursged rapid expansion. Ine
creased coastwise shipping also brought new trade onportunities to the area, By
1900, the county population was 15,12L,

-

The period 1900 to 1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the county
gained 20,466 people, increasing more than twofold to 35,590,  Large numbers of
settlers arrived to work in the mills and logging camps., Many became interested
in part-time farming on logged-over landg, . Between 1910 and 1930, the pepulation
continied to gréw at a-steady rate) reaching 59,9822t the end 'of the period.
There was a decline in populatfon during -the.1930-1940:décade follewed by an in-
ereasa beginning in the late 19h0'so Forest products industry in the county began
to level off or decline 1n ‘some Iocalities after 1930 while more recently the
tourlst trade and agriculture have coptinued to grow. Since 1940, most of the new
growth in population his'oceurred’ ‘4n’ the small towns-and in the rural areas, The
county s two largest cities had fewer people in. 1960 than .in- 191;0° By 1960, the
total population of Grays Harbor Gounty Wak’ 5&,&65,v‘;;_-

Urban and Rural Population

In 1890, the entire nopulation of Grays Harbor County was in rural areas
elther in villages or on farms, By 1900; however, -Grays Harber’s population was
divided 58 percent rugal and L2 percent urban, The. percentag? of urban population
&1.9,, persons living in incorporated places of 2,500 or more) increased during
the decade between 1900 and 1910, In 1910, over 61 percent of the population was
urban, Since then,; the percentage figire of Grays Harbor Coynty 's urban population
has fluctuated between 57,5 in 1930 and’ 5ho2 in 1960 According to the 1960
Census, 29,503 persons were living in urban places.while 2L,962 individuals re-
sided in small towns, on farms or in country homes, With manufacturing, commerce
and servlces being the principal-occupational outlets; the population has remained
more urban than rural,
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Figure 1, Population Trends: 1900-1960

Table 1, Population of Grays Harbor County, 1860-1960

Year | Population | Percent Rural | Percent Urban
1860 285 100 0
1870 Lol 100 0
1880 921 100 0
1890 95249 100 0
1500 |0 15,12k 58,0 42,0
1910 | 35,590 38,7 61.3
1920 Ll, 7hS h3.3 5607
1930 59,982 U425 57«5
1940 | 53,166 - Lhe? 5548
1950 |  53,6LL L2.6 57.h
1960 | 5L L6S 5,8 552

Source: U, S. Census, Population
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In 1960, the rural population was predominantly rural~nonfarm, consisting of
22,306 persons who lived in the country but did not operate farms, Rural-farm
population has decreased in the last two decades. Persons living on farms numbered
7,722 in 1940, 4,899 in 1950 and 2,656 in 1960, In 1960, CGrays Harbor ranked

twenty-third among the 39 counties of Washington in farm population, Both farms

nnd manarila Tawrdne An Formea ”. 3 X +
ana peopie LiVAng on Iarmd ar'e uecamiﬁg fe'v‘}'erg whereas the Fredﬁet‘ien of farm

products continues to increase, Modern technology, sound farming practices and
efficient marketing facilities have greatly increased the productivity of the
individual farmer,

Table 2, Population of Incorporated Places
Grays Harbor County, 1910~-1960

o

Incorporated

City or Town| 2920 | 1920 | 1930 1940 | 1950 | 1960

Averdeen 13,660 | 15,337 | 22,723 | 18,846 | 19,653 | 18,Thl
Cosmopolis 1,132 { 1,512 1,493} 1,207} 1,16h| 1,312
Elma 1,552 | 1,253 1,545 1,370} 1,543 1 1,811
Hoguiam 8,171 | 10,058 | 12,766 | 10,835 | 11,123 | 10,762
MeCleary - — - -~ | 1,175} 1,135
Montesano 2,h88 1 2,1581 2,L60) 2,242 | 2,328 2,486
Qakville 465 396 L69 118 372 377
Westport —en 1Lt 272 LL3 731 976

Source: U, S, Census, Pepulation

There are eight incorporated places in Grays Harbor County., Each incorpor-
ated town has had a varied rate of growbh related to changing conditions in forest
industries, tourist trade and commercial activities. DMontesano, the county seat,
had a population of 2,488 in 1910, but economic conditions caused it to decline
and fluctuate since then. In recent years, however, it has again grown to include
2,486 residents in 1960, Populations of interior county towns have been mainly
affected by the forest products industry but resort, sports fishing and other
tourist oriented employment opportunities have been the main reason for the growth
of Westport and other sebtlements on the coast,

Aberdeen and Hogquiam, the county's primary industrial and commexcial centers,
grew rapidly from 1910 to 1930 as a result of a prosperous lumber indusiry. De-
pressed conditions in lumber marketing in the late 19307s caused a décline bat by
1950 Aberdeen and Hoguiam were regaining population. BSince 1950, however, both
cities have again decreased in numbers of people, Aberdeen is the largsst city in -
the county with 18,741 persons in 1960, Hoquiam, adjoining Aberdsen to the west,
15 second with a 1960 population of 10,762,

In 1910, there were six incorporated places in Grays Harbor, comprising a
total population of 27,Lk8. By 1960, there were eight incorporated places with &
combined population of 37,580, Only Aberdeen and Hoquiam had populations exceed-
ing 2,500 in 1960 and, therefore, were the only two incorporated places considered

by the Census to be urban population. Aberdeen and Hoguiam form the largest urban

settlement oun Washington's Paclfic Coast.
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Figure 3, Rural and Urban Population Trends, Grays Harbor Courty, 1870-1960.
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PMt;ou Characteristies

Orays Harbor County has been a melting pot of a variety of foreign immigrants .
a5 well as a large mumber of settlers from other parts of the United States, The
lomber and fisking industries and oppertunities in homesteading land attracted
over 10,650 immigrants from Europe, Canada end Asia by 1920, At the peak of immi- .
gration in 1920, nearly 2l percent of all counmty inhabitants were of foreign birth -
By 1950, foreign~born population was decreasing as a result of United States quots
1imits on immigfation. In 1960, there were 1,090 foreign torn, smounting to 7.5 . -
pareent 'of the countyls total population., The five est immigrant groups were
Finnish, Englich, Swedish, Norweglan and German, In , about 24 persons out of
cach 100 were of foreign stook (all first and gecond generations) in Orays Harbor -
County. There were 13,313 persons of foreign stock in the county in 1960,

The nomwhite population of Orays Harbor County was 1,09L according to the
Census of 1960, The races included 848 Indians, 104 Filipinmos, 55 Chinsse, 39
Wegroes and 2L Japanese, Most of ¢he Indians reside on the Quinault and Chehalis
Indian Reservations which are losated partly within Orays Harbor Coumty.

In 1960, a total of 18,848 persons were. employed in the county. Aecording to
Census figures, 7,902, or ncarly L2 percenty of all self-cmployed and employed
persons wers in manufacturing involvinmg mainly forestry and food products. The
uext largest field was in miscellancous services covering many trades, followed by
retall and wholesale trade, Fourth in employment rank was transportation, com-
mnieations and other publie utilities after which cams construotion, Agriculture
ranked sixth, employing 696 people or 3.7 percent of all employed persons.

Table 3, Empleyment of the Population
Grays Harbor County, 1960

: Total

Types of Employmert Workers_
Potal employed workers 18,88
Agﬁeulture » -. * & .-«. ® a > 0 696
Forestry and Fisheries - . '« » o ks
Mindng ¢ o 5 023 8 v 9 e 0 e 13
Construction o o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o Bsh
Manufacturing « ¢ o« « o » . e 1’902

Transportation, Communications

and other Public Utilities . 1,050
Retail and Wholesale Trade . .| 3,265
Mizcollanecus Services o o . 33752
Public Administration (govern. |- @

ment employment) o o o o o of 63k
Other emplmem s 4 0% 8 o ,-‘27

' Source: U, S. Conmus, Population

According to the 1930 Census, there were 127 males per 100 females in Orays
Farbor County, In 1960, Grays Harbor's populstion consisted of 27,736 males and
26,729 females, which was a ratio of 104 males per 100 females, The number of
women relative to wmen tends to inorease as the county becomes older and more
esettled,. Other factors such as war and industrialization also tend ¢o inorease

~
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