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Major Crops

Grays Harbor County's harvested cropland in 1959 totalsd 18,632 acres, The
major part of the county's cropland is devoted to the growing of feed crops re-—
flecting the significance of dairying and livestock in the area's agricultural
economy . According to the Cenaus of Agriculture, nearly 87 percent of the 1959
harvesied cropland was in hay, The web climate of the region satlsfies the waler
needs of most crops raised in the county, Only 2,133 acres of harvested cropland
was under irrigation in 1959.

In terms of acreage, clover-timothy hay ranks first he ¢ nnl
harvested on Grays Harbor County farms, Ranking second in terms of a reage in
1959 was land devoted to grass silage, The third major.crop in 1959 was wild hay
taken off some 1,32l acres, Other important Grays Harbor County crops in 1959
included green peas and oats, Although it is minor among the county's crops in
terms of acreage, Grays Harbor's cranberry bogs represent about one-thlrd of the
stata total, OCrays Harbor is one of two countles whlch virtually produce all of
Whehington's cranberries.
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Orays Harbor County, 1959

Acreages
Clover-Timothy | 8,004
Grass Silage 5,104
Wild Hay 1,324
Green Peas 1,022
Oato , _ 1,013
{ { : ] ! ' i 1 :
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Thoueands of Aores
Sourcet U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1959, i

Figure 1l. Major Crop Agreages, Grays Harbor County, 1959,
Crop Trends

A number of changes are apparent in the emphasis and acreages Grays Harbor
County farmers have given to leading crops, These show the influence of new markeb
outlets and improved facilities for the distribution and storage of fam products,
They also reflect technological advances in agriculture. New food processing
methods have affected the acreages of various crops, Indeed, changes of crop

patterns have resulted from the farmer's own initlatlve in experimentation with
diffarent crops and types of farminge
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has bacnme 1n< reasingly more valuable to te areals economy. The acreage of hay,
vegetables and cranberries has continued t¢ lncrease, Acreages of small gralns, :
fruita, nuts, granes, hortzcultural Specialties and field erops, on the other

ggy_Crog B 5 o o . i;

Fer manw years the most 1nportant crop in Grays Harbor County from the \a.cre- -
age standpoin® his been hay,. Harvested hay acreage in the county has increased. --
fr;m around lL,OOO acres’ in 19.:0 to 13,900 acres in 1950 and over- 16 OOO acres in-.,;
1959 " ¢ R Lot

In terms of acreage, clover-timothy hey is the dominant crop in Graws Harbor
Gouaby. This’ crop “ig well-suited to: ‘the- ‘humid- summers of .the area where: precipi-
tation is: heairy and droughts -and hot ‘sur do 1little damage, Heavy :dependence of :
lccal dairy cattla on hiy trops is another reason for the relatively lerge aera&ge
in the county, Glover-timothy produces & ‘hay of good quality which is righ :ln
prote:l.n and mineral’ content. ‘It 1s'also used for silage, green. chop.or summer -,
pasture. ‘The geheral ‘trend in Grays Harboris clévér=timothy acreage has been up—-
ward, In'1939, ‘the county acreage was 'li;L400 compared with 9,400 in 1962, ".Yields
have remained relatively steady throughout the last two decadess. The 1962 -crop.
amounted to about 20,000 tons-wan all-time high, Orays Harbor County'!s clovere
tlmothy acreages are mainly found in the Ghehalis River Valley east of Montesano,

Table 15, Alfalfa Hay and Clover-Timottw Hay
Aoreegs, Yield and Production

Gra.ya Harbor county, 19119-1962 o _ .
- Alfalfa Ha S L Clo’Ver-Timothy Hay o
Tear | Harvested %%2312 Production | Harvested Y(%gi;l Production
Acres | pep Aope) (Tons) Acres | pew pore) (Tonis) '
1949 {-+7. 7 Lo 205 100 5,000 1,9 9,500. ...
1950 L0 3.0 120 4,700 240 9,400
1952 140 3.5 140 u,500 2.8 12,600x»
19 [Lr . .-wv : G e T ) 2 0 .
1955 210 . 3.0 630 ,hoo 2.0 13;100
1956 | 200 12,0 T oo b T,h00 - 246 | 19,200
1957 250 . 244 .1 600, . § .B,300 .| . 2:3 .. 19,000
1958 130 {0 2,0 ° 260 ") 75200 "242° ] 15;500
1959 110 3,0 330 ~ 8,000 2,2 17,300
1960 110 2,0 220 9,100 2. 19,000unf
1961 .| 110 u‘-_,w,a,OQ 1 330 ]l 9,100, | 2.0 | 18,200
- '1962,, 100,,. 2,5 ,,.‘,.1250.‘&1 o9,h00° |21 T ,20,000"' )

,jf;ll ..... _Souréas Statistical Repdrting Sarvics, U.S.Day ~ )
A.lfalfa is grown on a m.mh sma.ller scala compared Wwith alaxrer-timot!;y in

Grays Harbor County, Alfalfa, in’ contragt to’ cloVer-'bimothy, 45" not well suitea

to western Washington's climate since it requires mich sunshine aud Wwarmth as well
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as sbundant soil moisture, Prior to 1953, the county's elfalfa acreage ranged
between 4O to 60, Between 1954 and 1957, the acreage was increased to over 200
but since this period it has dropped to around 100 acres in 1962, Yields have
averaged from 2 to 3 tons per acre, In 1962, about 250 tons of alfalfa were hare
vested off Grays Harbor County farms, The countyls alfalfa is ralsed in the area
south of Elma in the Chehalis River Valley,

Hay cut for silage has become increasingly more importamt in Grays Harbor
County, This form of feed is particularly ideal for dairy cows, While there are
no statistics for silage grass in censuses prior to 1950, 2,6L1 acres were re-
ported in 1950, L,60L acres in 195k and 5,194 acres in 1959, Acreage devoted to
silage making is predominately on the Chehalis River lowlands between Montesano
and Oskville,

The remsining hay erops in Grays Harbor County are minor, In 1959, ﬁild hay
was harvested from over 1,300 acres while small grains cut for bay covered 6L9
acres, vetch or peas cut for hay Lh acres and other miscellaneous grass hay 935
aCres,

Small Grains: QOats, Wheat, Barley and Rye

Marked changes have cccurred in Grays Harbor County's acreages of small
grains-~oats, wheat, barley and rye, In recent years there has been a great rew
duction in the acreage devoted to small grains in the county,

Table 16, Oate and Wheat: Acreage, Yield and Produotion
Grays Barbor County, 1949-1562

Oats ' ' All Wheat
Yeax Yield Yield
Harvested - Production || Harvested Production
Agres g:iszg;:) (bushels) Acres ;:;82:1:) (bushels)
1949 1,810 46,0 83,240 1 460 26,6 12,220
1950{ 1,300 43,0 55,900 100 30,0 3,000
1951 | 2,300 43,0 98,900 2Lo 26,7 6,400
1952 | 2,750 54,0 148,500 310 37.0 11,460
1953 1 2,280 43,0 98,040 170 3004 55170
1954 | 2,100 52,0 109,200 120 32,8 3,940
1955 | 1,500 60,0 90,000 30 26,0 780
1956 | 1,000 55,0 55,000 Lo 2745 1,100
1957 | 1,200 46,5 55,800 10 - 2540 250
1958 | 1,000 31,5 31,500 . 30 2503 760
1959 1,050 10,5 12,500 Lo 32,0 1,280
1960 710 42,0 29,800 30 22,0 660
1961 500 11,0 20,500 e 27,0 1,080
1962 300 65,0 19,500 Lo 36,0 1.LLO

Source: Statistical Reporting Sexrvice, U.S.D.A.

Small grains covered over 3,000 acres of Grays Harbor County's cropland
during the early 1950!s compared with only 380 acres in 1962, lLarge commercial
production of small grains has not developed in the county because of the physical
drawbacks of the area to such crops, Land from which cereal crops were formerly
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harvested have beén used to produce more profiﬁable cash crops, put into pasture
or devoued to growing hay.' T

Over the years Graye Harbor County farmars have planted mére oats than any
o'bher grain crop, "In.1920, oats'were harvested:from nearly 2,900 acres, Since .
then, the acreage has fluctusted erratically.but has remained balow the 1920 highs
Since 1959 a strong downward trend in acreage has taken place, In 1959, there
were “gver’ 1,0(10 acres in cate compered.with only 300-in'1962, Ydelds haVB varied
from 30 to over 60 -bushels per ‘acre in ‘recent .yedrs, ‘In 1962, 19,500 bushels .of :
oats wére harvested from 300 ‘dcres résulting in an average yield of 65: bushels- per
acrd, -Lands devoted to -cats arve mainly located :Ln the southeastern part of the :
county ‘betweern Elma and-Ogkvillez . - .. R oo

In 1920, wheat was harvested from over 900 acres in Grays Harbor County. An

over &ll dowmiard trefd-in scresge ‘since then-culmindted dn a low of only 10 acres
in 1957, - After 1957, acréeages ‘have ranged ‘Hetween 30 to li0:acred pir year,  .Both:
spring and wirter wheat are grown in the county with thelatter predominating,.
In 1962, 30 acres were devoted to winter wheat and only 10 to spring wheat, .- -
Ylelds have varied greatly at times and production has not changed proportionately
to changes in acreage from year to year. Total wheat production amcunted to 1,1;&0
bushels :l.n 19629

Table 1?. .Win’t;ér:ﬂheat'j::énd‘épx:'ing..:miéaf oo -.:- "
-‘Grays Harbor:County, 19L9-1962 ~.. - - . w0 oo
- “Winter Wheab . Spring Wheat '
Yo | Barvested | (uvonags | Produotion | Harvested | (meoreys | Prodiction
Acres Apér aora) (bus_helg‘) | Acres per acre) (biashels)
I9kg I o330 | ‘26.0 8,560 - f .-130 . | 728.0 3,6&0
1950 |, «.€0 -_’;'_’,30.0' 2,hoo - 20 | 730,00 4 . 600
1952 1 _290' . 38, o 11,020 T eo .22,0 Lo
19531 160 31,0 .| L;960 © 10 22.0 .- e20
1954 ',1co,_ " 340 3,hoo 20 2740 sko
1955 1 T lew - 30 . 26,0 S {: I
1956 1 ‘30 - 28,0 :.Bho 10 . 26,0 - 260 ‘
1957 'i.' :;""‘ l s 0:-- Ladnd .. . 10 . 2500 ’ 250
1958 | " 10 26,0 260 .- 20 25,0 500
1959 20 bh.0 - 880 20 20,0 - Loo
1960 20 25,0 500 - {10 26,0 160 o
1961 30 30,0 900 . !~ 10 .. 18,0 - 180 o -
1962 »;30 2330 /990 10 bS,0 | Lo - .-
.-Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U. S :

Barley and rye complete the list- of the small grains grown in Grays. Harbor
County, Up tc 250 acres .of barley was grown in the county during World War II,
Between 1946 and 1959 the land annually devoted to barley varied from 120 to 220
acres, ‘After 1959; acreage has dropped to.a-mere 20 acres in 1962.--Tields have
averaged from 58 bushels per acre in:1957: to 26 bushels.in 1961, In 19625 700 ...
bushels of bardey were: harvested from 20 atres. Rye was not- grown in the. _county
during ‘the yeers betwesn 1940 and 1957 although some was harvested in the area
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priey +to this period, About LO acres were put into rye in 1957 dbut since then
the acreage dropped to a low of 10 acres in 1960 and 20 acres in 1962, Yields

have ranged from 16 to 35 bushels per acre, Production amounted to 900 bushels
in 1961 and 700 bushels in 1962,

Table 18, Barley and Rye: Acreage, Yield and Production
: Grays Harbor County, 19h49~1962

Barley ' Rye
oo | stonne o | Yiedd fo oo oo W 1 Yield oo ..
18axr | Harvesved . Froauctlon ji Jarvestea Ly rrogucilon
(bushels : (bushels
Acres per acre) (bushals) H Acres per aore) (bushels)

1949 130 37,0 h,810 - - el
1950 150 40,0 6,000 - - -
1951 140 3740 5,180 - - -
1952 130 36,0 - b;680 - - -
1953 160 32,0 5,120 |} - - -
1954 150 28,0 55328 || - -- -
1955 220 37.0 8,140 - - -
1956 220 k6,0 0,120 - - -—
1957 140 58,0 - 8,120 40 . 20,0 800
100 1N 1.1 ™ A4, 7.8 b2y 10 n €70
L7220 LDV LY Uy LUV M 17 ¢V 2iv
1599 200 4240 85400 30 265 800
1960 70 - L7.0 3,300 10 16,0 160
1961 30 L 26,0 780 30 30,0 900
1962 20 350 700 20 35,0 700

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.
Vegetables

According to the Census of Agriculture, there were only 20 acres of vegetables
in Grays Harbor County in 1920, Acreage was increased to over 1,500 by 1939 but
vms reduced during the 1940's to appreximately 50 acres in 1949, Since 1949, the
county's vegetable crop has again increased to an annual harvest of over 1,000
acres, In 1959, 56l Grays Harbor County farms reported having harvested vegetables
for Home use while farms which harvested vegetables for sale numbered 31, -

~ Vegotables form an important crop in Grays Harbor County in terms of value of
sales, In 1959, vegetables sold amounted to 18,2 percent of the value of all
arops marketed and li,7 percent of all farm products s0ld off Crays Harbor County
farms, Vegetables were grown on over 6 percent of the county's croplands in 1959

. The single most important vegetable crop in terms of acreage and production
in Grays Harbor County is green peas grown for processing. In 1962, an estimated
1,000 acrss or 90 percemt of the total vegetable acreage in the county was devoted
%0 green peas, (reen peas acreage was greatly increased during the 1950's from
only 11 acres in 1949 to over 1,000 acres in 1959, Although far below the acre-
age and production of the leading green peas counties of the state, the green pea
erop in 1962 brought Grays Harber to ninth place in acreage and to a tie for
eighth place in production, In 1962, the county's coutribution to the total stab
green peas production for processing amounted to 1,6 percent,
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. Table 19y n11 Vegetables,
T , “Acreage and’

Grays Ha?boxr Cou

Green Peas: and Sweet Gorn
Production - B
ntyy 1954-1962 -

411 Vegetables Green Peas . (Processing) . Sweet Corn
Grop ST R TS Pormdiaidd mrr N Baswrastad | Pradnat s
Year arv ur.wuu FIOQUCLLON ¥ FQL vuuumj i L.iuuu.uu.l.uu g YESUBU LOGGUCTLoN
A ores (Tons) Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons)
1954 [~ '"50 ) ‘1:050' 750 ""“1»050' N P f‘“' T "
1956 | =+ 700 <. 1,650 . |00 6807} juoid,i60 10 {30
1957 |+ o0 | -1,kl0.. | @680 ¢ | i1y330 10| w30
1958 o s 860 ,,..-1’ 830, - 700._.7::.. e .1’ 190. . ‘, 100 . 350 - ..
19591 1,240 2,460 1;100 | “1,B60 - 100 " 1400 ‘
1960 | 1,320 2,730 13300 | ‘1,870 110 Lo
1961 | 1,240 2,160 15100 | | 24000 " T70 210
1962 1,&10 2;320 5000 -%1,900 © 50 200
Source. Statistical Renortinz SerV1ce. U,S}D.A.
Table 20, Vegetable Cropsi™ Broccoli, Snap Baans, Cucumbers
. and, Cabbege, Acreage and, Production -
Grays Harbor County, l95h~1962 :
s ety = S s
. Broccoli Snap Beans : :”Gucumbers . Cabbage -
ear |- ‘ e -
I kicres f;gg;} Acres f;g:;)’ Acres f%gg;) Acres fﬁﬂg;)
1954 - . o i | R BN -
19551 == - - — 10 60 - -
1956 |~ - - — 10 60 - -
1957 | - - - - 10 50 - .
cwy e 2958 [ b0 A0 i . owe oo sm dE 220 i SO .10 ¢ 100 .
1959 2 20 - 60 ] i eew e 20 1T O 200 [ 200 T
sy E l960= -.80. 1. 2o Y 30 o h@ A0 - 4O . 10 300 - e
1961+ -40.-| 110..| -10 |- -hO: 10| .50 # 1Q | .50 :
or 21962 1. 40 [ 20 4 220 uo-J 20 [ ho o f e L= .
. Soufve: Ststistical Reporting Service, R i

‘Végetables grown on 2 minor scale At
broccoli, snap‘beans and._cucimbers, ' Swe
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A

acreages are small, generally running from 1 to 15 acres, - Sprinklers are used

for frost conirol; application of chemicals and to guard against excessive-summer
heat as well as for irrigation. Mechanical pickers are used in cranberry harvests
which generally begin in Sephember and extend into November, A : '

Cranberry acreage in the county has increased over the yeers from around 170
acres in 1947 and 1948 to approximately 290 acres in 1962, Production; howdver, -
has flustuated considerably from year to yesr over the same period, For example, .
3,610,000 pounds were harvesiasd from 280 acres in 1961 comparsd with 1,550,000
pounds from 290 acres in 1962, In 1952, Grays Harbor County z2ccounted for nearly
29 percent of ths state’s cranberry production, McFarlin is the leading variety
grown in the county, Cranberries go on the fresh market as well as being proe
cessed in the Ocean Spray plant at Markham. '

Table 21, Cranberries: Asreage, Yield and Production
Grays Harbor Couniy, 1950-1962

Crznberries

Year | Harvested | Yield | Production’

| __Acres 000 Ibs, | 0Q0 Lbs.
1950 180 Ualy 800.
1951 180 8.1. 1,450
1952 220 3:6 800
1953 220 8.6 1,900
1954 220 7,0 1,550
1955 220 6.k 1,400 -
1956 280 boly 1,800
1957 280 942 2,580
1958 260 605 1,680
19591 260 9,8 2,550
1960 } : 260 k.0 1,040
1961 280 12,9 3,610
1962 290 5.3 1,550

Source: Statistical Reporting Serviceg U.S5.D.A, ,

Strawberries, raspberriss, blueberries and blackberries are also grown in the
county but on a minor scale, Acreages devoted to these berries have all declined
in recent years, Strawberries amounted to 16 acres in 1959 compared with 100
acres ten years earlier in 1949, Raspberries, blusberries and blackberries
totaled less than 10 acres in 1959,

Fruits, Nuts and CGrapes

Fruit, nut and grape production is a minor farm enterprise in Grays Harbor
County, In 1959, land in bearing and nonbearing fruit orchards, groves, vineyards
and planted nut trees in the county amounted to 171 acres on 93 farms, Farms with
legs than 20 trees and grapevines were not enumerated by the Census in 1959, thus
exoluding many farms with a few trees of several different fruit and varielies
for home use, The 1959 Census tabulation of trses and vines of bearing age is as
follows: apples (2,455), cherries (1,113), pears (68h), plums apd prunes (L79),
filverts (L19), walnuts (103), grapes (6L) and peaches (L1). Fruit, nut and.grape
production in general has never reached sizable commercial levels in the county
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and there has baen & reduction in the number of trees and vines, particularly
Bin@e 1950. . . .' Lo

Field Grog: Potatoes, Red'G'lover.-Seed rand' Field Corn S R e

=3 Grays: Harbor. County '8 potato acreage: has decreased over the.yesrs since 1920
when it amounted to: over 800 acres, . Acreage in more recent yearg ranged between:
30 to -70:since. 15L9. but- was: increased $0°130 acres in 1962,: -Yields have: varied: -
from 120 to 225 hundredweight per acre since 191i9,.. Farms reporting growing potas -
t.oea for homa ‘use: as well as: for sale numbered 183 in 1951r and L2 in l959a I

Tle e

—el ‘ra.ble 22. Potatoes. Aereage Yield and Production AN

Grays Harbor County, AGLG~2962 1 sl s m v e

TR EET A e v . .U ) Po‘ha‘toea R

Year | mayvested | Yield Prad&cﬁ.on
Acres f";;’ﬁ’gﬁ:g-’;gh“ (Hundredﬂeight)

1949 6o.. | im0 .| .l 7,200

1951 50 w0 | 6,000

1952 wo .t - 120 ¢ | k800 -

1953 30 Mo |7 Lke200

1550 ks - 200 S 9,000

1955 L. - 225 9,000

1956 701 0 160 . 11,200

1957 074 160 - '11,200 .

1958 66 .t 183 -1, 13,000 ¢

1959 70 . .17 .7+ 12,000 -

1960 70 9 - | 13,600

1961 70 .+ . 180 : " 12y 600 -

1962 130’ . 120 15,600

v‘n-.

Source: btauetical ‘ueporung bervzce, b .U.Ao

Red clover has been the only field aeed crop grown in Grays Ha:'bor County in
regent’ years, In 1959, 3,167 pounds of red-clover segd were’ harvested from- -60-
acresy ~No field Beed ofop was grown in the county in- 1954 tut in 1949 about - oes
11,410 pounds »f Ted clover seed word taken oﬁ' 100 acresy” Rad clover a.creages
were below 50 in earlier years) - :

P e e .',‘.z.t
K] PR PR B

Field coria has either been nonexistent or a very minor Ci‘ﬁ‘ in Orays Harbor
County. No fisld corn was grown in the county between 1949 196] althéugh in: "~

years prior to this period acreages ram around 10 acres, In 1962, however, about
1,;(1.0 buahels were hawested £rom 30 a,creso o -

Hérricultural k Egcialy:l.e

et ®

In 1959, 2 farma repqrted nursexjy and greenhouse type operaticans 1n Gways T

arbor ‘County, ‘Oyer & third .(8) of ‘these fares had saled of over;$2,000 during "

the yedr from marketing nurgery and graenhousa vproducts. By far the most impore
tant of the hbr‘hicultural apecialty orops ate cub flowers, potted. planta, florist
greens and bedding plints, Nursery products- (¥rees, shribs, vines,’ ornamentélsy

et 0
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S0Ce
plants,

bulhs and mushrooma are also harVested for sale to some degreea Growing

horticultural specialties has declined considerably in the county since 195k when
gross sales cf these products off the farms amounted to $90,654 compared with
2

1. 072 4p 1060
PL AR P e




12

Grays Harhor County, Washington - .

Grays Harbor County, 1959

Livestock Sold Farg:mggﬁogiing Number Sold |Value in Dollars
Cattle 527 3,385 56,209
Calves 355 3,680 173,135
Horses and Mules 30 120 10,300
Hogs and Pigs 35 785 25,905
Sheep and Lambs 20 70 910
Broilers 3 98,000 No data
Chickens (other than

broilers) 72 18,962 No data

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1559,

"



