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. PART V
CROPS

Major Crops

- Bacense of the importance of deirying, poultry raising and livestock fayme
ing in King County, a major part of the cropland is used for growing feed
crops, About 72 percent of the c¢ropland in 1954 was used to grow hay and si»
iage, Another 3 percent was used for oats and barley, Most of the feed crops
are used directly on the farms and in the immediate locality to support dairy

_and beef cattle, In 1954 the 33,017 acres of harvested cropland were planted

to the following crops listed in order of acreage importance: hay and silage,
ocommercial vegetables, small grains {oats and barley), tree fruits and berries,

Crop Trends
The crop history of any farming region reflects ébonomic‘changéé %0 a

large degree, A mumber of changes are apparent in the emphasis and acreages
King County farmers have given to leading orops, These show the influence of

Figure 9.~ Percent of Total Cropland in Léadiﬁg Crops
_ King County, 195, g )
(Based on U,S, Census of Agriculture, .195L)
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new market outlets and improved rail and truck transportation, They also show
the influence of the mechanization of agriculture and its consequent decrease
in horses which formerly consumed large.amounts of grain and hay., Changes in

the erop patterns also result from farmers experimentg with various crops and
types of farming for specific markets, pe L
- L83 hee 1939 there: have been several: general trends in the crop program of
King County farmers, ' The aoreags:im hey: crops: has yemained stable, being .
23,1i60° gbres in 1939 and 23,800 aeres.in 195k~ The hay acreagp has increased
< §lightly, Hiwever, since. 19ﬂ9 when <t -was. at: & low: ofr 22,800, The major types
6 Hayuwclover and: timothy==were.at a:peak ‘of- 115000 -acres in 1939 and dow.-of
8,900 in1955y~ Alfalfa was at ahgh of 61Q meres i 1941 end decreased to 430
4 X95l, - Thore has been .a sizables decrease in the acreage of ocats and -obher
- CEHMARL graink-cut forthey,” Oat and grain hay -amounted to only 1,000 acres. in
195k compared with 2,900 acres in 1949, Lerge incréases have occurred in grass
and other hay cut for silage. In 1949 there were 2,950 acres of silage hare
vested compared with 6,420 in 1954, The acreage in commercial vegetables has
dropped “frion-6, 780 deres to 5,330rbetween 199 tand 1954, Berxy growing is at
#bout the LSamé acresge-as in 1939, but raspberries, blackberries and logans.
‘Berfies are down, while strawberries; blueberries and.currants.are higher, -All
land in crops hes decreased since 1939, according to the Census. In 1939 there
were 41,077 acres harvested.for crgps gompared to 33,200 in 195k, Murh former
eropland has recently gone inté permanent:pastures, woodlots, residential and
industrial properties, PR

Teble 16.- Clover-Timothy: Hay and Alfalfa Hay
Acpeage, Tield dnd Production
King County, ;939’;955

| Clover and Timothy Hay “°ff . - ;'Alfalﬁa Hay

Year |Acréage | ﬁiﬁ‘ . Production { Acreage | ?ftii:_ " | Produstion

(scres) | poraore) |  (toms) f‘a‘crgs) per _acre) (tons)
1939 | 11300047 5241 - 23,100 5o |7 2.5 |7 1,330
19h0 | 93k001 2.2 1 21,100 U 5807 pc 331 |1 1,800
1941 | 110,200 2,1 ...1 21,600 | 610 i 3.0 | 1,830
19h2 | 1037001 <i2xF T ] 28,700~ i 550 " . dlp0- -} 724200
1943 | 1036087 - 2,0 | 2100 530 | 249 7 1,530
9 | 9,800).: 2,2 | 21,600 G 430 1 3.0 | 1,300
1945 | 9,700 1,9 |- X8,900:; § Leo | 2,6 ). 1,100
1946 | 9,5001 2.1 0 | 119,500 -fi W30 | 2.6 1,100
1947 | 83900 2,1 | 18,600 i 520 25 1,300
1948 | 95500 2.2 205800, 4: 560 2,49 1,600
k9 | 9,600 1,8 17,300 7§ 880 | 2,2 1,5 300
1950 | 9,600 2.1 20,200 fiL90 .. 2.7 13300
1951 | 10,200 16 165300~ i« 500 246 1,300
1952 | 10,900 242 2h,000 L 500 3.0 1.;500
1954 | 9,100 2,0 185200 .4...h30 2,0" 860
1955 + 8,900f . 2.4 21,600. f. Léo ! 2.0 920

Source: U,S, Dent, of Agric, AMS, Estimates
Division, State of Washington, 19391955,
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Hay and Silage Crops

__For many years the most important crop from the acreage standpoint has been
hay, All types of hay and silage have ranged between. 22,000 and 23,000 acres
aince 1939, Clover and timothy are the most common types, generally grown in
a mixture,- Clover and timothy reached peaks of 11,000’a¢res in 1939 and 10,900
in 1952 and lows of 9,400 and 8,900 in 1940 and 1955, - Oats ‘cut green for hay
aré” second among the hay feeds, ranging from 1,000 to. li;000 acres per year,
Grass silage and wild Hay have ranged between 3,000 and 6,500 acres per year,
Silage making is a rapidly growing farm practice to Detter utilize feed crops.
This is indicated by, the fact that 323 farms put up silage in 1954 compared to
only 170 ir'19L9 and.20 in 1939, o

Hay crops are grown mainly on the driér upland goils and in some of the
higher valley bottoms, Hay is the major crop on the mumerous dairy farms,
although many dairy farms do not grow enough hay to I'eed their cattle and must
buy from neighboring, farms or from surplus hay areas in eastern Washington, A
cmall muber of farms have grown alfalfa, but it has not been a successful feed
crop, Alfalfa has gone down from 610 acres to 160 s?née 1941,.

.

Qats, Other Small Grains and Corn

Hay and silage feed crops are supplemented by other feeds such as threshed
oats, barley, wheat and some field corn. Threshed oats have declined from 1,730

- Table 17.- Ogts‘and Barley: Acreage,.Yield and Production
ol King. County, 1939~1955... , :..

o — Qats (grain) Barley (grain)
‘ N ISRV NSRS UL, | SUN U K -
Year |Acreage (bgiﬁzié’ rf?@ducﬁiQ@;gﬁp?@@gﬁ,A<b§;§i§é Production -~
S (acres) | pey- pare) I (ushels) {acres] |/ 5or. aene) |- (PUShels)
1939 | 1,730 | B2 . | 89,960 .|l “II0. .. h9e0 5,390
B ~-"~1'9LLO 15330 | ¢ LS .iaL ) 59, B850, .80 Ch0e0 3,200
foooia9h1 | 1,080 5300, |, 057,240 e, 700 1. 3860, 2,660,
w2942 | 920 40 B3¢ [ k8,760 )l 120 b 37,00 | L,k
19kl 650 52 33,800 70 |7 30 2380
1945 600 L6 27,600 60 3540 2,100
1946 550 52 28,600 50 12,0 2,1007 -
Sy 520 53 . 27,560 Lo, 36,0 1,kLL0
1948 | . 5ko Ls  .-2bp3007 |l Lot} 73840 ‘1,520
219k | 520 | 53 | n27,560-. || 20 .| LO.O 800" 2
.. 19501 550 L9 26,950 . Lo | k5.0 1,800
21951 800 L8 |- 3§,400.. 50 | L5.0 25250
v 51952 4 770 | 86 143,120 . 70| LL.,0 | 3,080
v 1953 820 5L . .Lh,280°- || . 90. | LB.O Lhy320 "
2954 910 |- L - .. hO,0L0 .. 100 5he0 | 5,00

Source: U,5, Dept, of Agrid,, AMS,; Estimstes Ditision,
State of Washington, 19391955, * - I
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Table 18,~ Wheat and Field Corn: Acreage, Yield and Produetlon -
| : ~ King County, 1939-1955,

d Corn .7 -

11 Wheat .

. A _ 3
T T ¥ieid . o .. ~Yield" o
Year | Acreage | - | Production || Acreage =1g | Froduction
A (acref'}) '. }():1;52211:;). " (bughels) (acres) ;ﬁﬁz) (bus,heils)_.‘.
1939 170 39.6 | 6,730 60 30,0 | 1,800
o asho| 250 20,0 © | 5,000 50 | 32,0 -] .1,600 . ..
k1| 150 40,0 -+ | 6,000 40 30,0 - |. 1,200 .. -
1942 80 50.0 4,000 . Lo 29,5 | 1,180 .-
L3t .90 . 33.3 3,000 30 10,0 300
9Lk 50 | 2 {72,210 20 | 17,0 :] .. -340:
©19ks 50° | 30,2 | "1,510 30 27.0 | - 810 ... .
S Aské | 70 40,0 2,800 30 2701 81 -
© 1947 20 -1 33,2 | 3,980 20 20,0 - | - Loo -
1948 80 | 31,6 | 2,550 f .10 | 230 . . .230-
1949 ho' |- 245 |- 980 £ 20 . 22,5 - |- k50
1950 10 29,0 290 10 20,0 200
1951 - - - 10 16;0 i ) 160 , L0
;1952 - - - 10 2h,0 - 240
A953 we |we L e 20 | 23,0 .| L8O
A%l e - - 20 30,5 610
1955 - - | - 20 27,0 5L0

Source: U.S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimated Division
. . State of Washington
acres in 1939 to 550 4n 1955, Barley has varied from 20 acres -in 1949 to 110
acres in 1955, Wheat, never an important cash crop in King County, has prac-
tically been abandoned in recent years, Field corn is another livestoeck and
poultry feed which has been grown on 10 to 60 acres per year, Damp climatic
conditiong and the high value of land for more profitable vegetable and berry
crops -have remulted in a general decline of threshed: grain and field corn orops,
Less than 20 farms had grain combines in 195k, Only about 40,000 bushels of
oats and 4,100 bushels of barley were threshed in the 195k erop year.: The
minor acreage of field corn was for silage. ' AR S

EN

Vegetables

Low river bottom valleys of King County close to Seattles and Tacoma cone
tain one of the major vegetable-growing regions of the states King ranked fifth
among Washington counties in commercial vegetable acreage in 1954, It was
second’ t6 Skagit County in western Washington, In the value of farmesold vege=
tables, however, King County was second to Yakima in the state, Sales to neare
by urban vholesale and retail markets as well as to processors bring high cash
returns o the vegétable growers, In 1954 there were about 5,330 acres in in=
tensive, commercial vegetable crops. The Kent-iuburn area in the Green River
Valley is one of the most intensive vegetable districts in the state,. In all
King County about 300 farms specizlize in commercial vegetables; in 1954 they
grossed $2,086,000 in sales. & e
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Table 19,~ Vegétable Crops:
' Cucumbers and Lettuce

Swyeet Corn, Cauliflower,

King County, 19LO~19Sb
- Sweet Corn 1/ [Cauliflover Cocunbers 1/1 . Lettuce -
- Year |porgs | P70 | aores P?EEA dcres ,ffﬁf; 5AcresA{fr°d§
: \'DOHS} \Lons) Loons ) LoNns
19h0 - - 510 h,?oo i - 1,250 10,200
WL | - - 585 1,435 | == | -~ | 1,450]20,000
Wh2 | - - 240 |1, ol -- | - l1,250 8, 4500
1943 | - - 270 |2, Y B 950 | 6,000
1oLl | == ~— 235 (1,700 || w- | - 80| 6,500
L5 | - - 195 (1,675 || .im= | -- | . 800 6,000
1046 | - - 210 '1,930 N . ' 900 6,750
19h7 | - -~ ] 300 {2, 350 ;e | e | 1,050 8,000
19k8 | 800 | L,000§ LOO 2 950 | 250 | 650 980| 8,300
1949 | 600 | 1,700} L50 3,080 235 | 9bs | 1,000 8,550
1950 | 350 | 1,750 305 [2,200f 165 ; B30 - 925 .8 900
1951 { 580 | 2,700} 360 {2 700 2001 900§ 825 9,300
1952 | 750 u 500 || 350 3,600 L1251 600 | - 7501 9,600
1953 | 550 | 2 875_ 350 |L,100{ 300 {1,100 { 825 9,350
195k | 650 | 2, 1600 285 12,700 |\ 175 | 700 825 8,900
-1955. | Lso 1,600 | 325 j,?GO 200 | 900-{ - 905/10,800

1/ Not available prior to 1948,

Source. U.S5, Dept, of Agriculture, Auu, Agrlc. Lstlmates
Qb ot (\‘F‘ quh'\ noton.
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Table 200—‘Vegetable Grops.-

lv'lSlGu, U W

Cabbage and Carrots

Green Peas, Broccoli,

King Countv,,19ho-194§
~ |Creen Peas (Fresh) - Broceoli Gabbage " Carrots

Year | . “Prod, Prod, Prod,. Prod,

. Acres \tonS) L\greg, {%(‘J‘",\I Acres (tons)- Acres u’--l-.nns:\
1940 | 13200 | 33450 — 1 ee 680 15,920 {| 325 | 23900
191 | 1,000 | 3,600 . - 725 | 8,575 || 330 - 3,&15
1942 585 | 1, *1,00 - - 580 h,960 375 | 3,895
1943 550 | 2,200 260 750 | 635 | 6,385 || 550 | 63150
19hh 1325 1, 5200 100 250 11 .600 | 3,700 || 465 .5,025

- 1945 300 | 875 100} 3001 .650 |.6,000 | 'h50 } L,500
1946 375 | 1,100 2007 - 750 || 590 | 65720 || 500 | L,200
1947 . 150 [ 1,750 o 1so . Lso |l k7o | 5,000% 600 | 1,800
: 19)-&8 h50 1’500 ’ 575 . 1’500 ;475 5’ 050 375 3, 850
1949 250 | 1,150 1,100 | 2,700 || 525° |, 5,400 || 225 | 2,300
1950 2301 - 950 . [ 1,200}, 3,000 535 | 5,025 Loo ' 5,500
1951 275 | 650 *790 2,000 || 500 | 5,000 || 350 4,2001
1952 175 | 680 890 | 2, 2600 || 535 4,800 || 300 -| 3,700
1953 | . 170|. 725 . . 960! ,500 6h5 | 5,550 || 250 | 2,900
1954 - 150| '560.. 4§ “hoo!l 910 55071 5,150 | 250 | 2 hoo
1955 155 (. 700 385 | 1,000 | 325 "2,710 230 | 3,500

Division, State of Washlngton

Source. U S, Dept, of Apriculture, AMS, Agric, Estimates
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Aoreages in commercial vege- Table 21,= Vegetable Crops:
tables vary Lroa year to year, Cons. ok | ‘
tracts between growers and processors. King County, 19L0a1955
may result in considerable chagge. '
Fresh market competition with Calie : T T :
fornia procuce may also resull i yagp Hhubarb (Féiig) A §P}g?gg
fluctuating acreages of truck cropse . - Acres (toné) Acres (ton;)
Tn 1955 commercial production in - : ——
King County was estimated to include 1940 -— | - Lho | 1,710
the following listed in order of WL - -— 40 | 1,980
acres: snep beans (1,100), lettuce 1942 - - Lo 2,050
(905); sweet corn (450}, broceoli 1943 —- - 620 | 2,870
(385), cabbage (325), calliflower o] - - 520 | 2,110
(325), rhubarb (280), celéry (2h0), U5 | . - - 415 | 1,850
carrots (230), spinach (205), cucume = 3940 we - 430 | 1,575
bers (200), green peas (155) and - WLt - - 380 | 1,605
tomatoes (h5). T 19,8 50 | 100 | 355 | 1,535

, _ 19L9 1 70 | - 150 325 | 1,675

Snap beens are a specialty crop 1950 125 250 345 | 1,865
for which King County is noted, This 1951 | 185 370 B75 | 3,250
valuable cash crop is grown princie 1952 225 450 425 | 2,305
pally on the Puget and Puyallug loam 1953 | 260 .| 520 1310 | 2,300
Soils and sanned and frozen im the ~ 3954 280 -1 565 I 275 | 1,300
Green Valley district around Kent 1955 290 850 205 | 1,075

and Auburn, iding County leads by .1/ Hot available prior to 1918,
far all other counties of Washington o 7 g
in the Bluslake varietr of green snap beans, In recemt censuses King has been
among the leading 100 counties of the nation in green beans, The aoreage and
production has varied from a peak of 2,100 acres and 8,L00 tons in 1949 to a
low of 1,100 acres and k4,000 tons in 1955, L .

_ Canliflower and broccoli for fresh marlet and freezing have become more
" dmportent in recent years, '.In 1955 King County led the state ir cauliflower
with 325 acres, It was third in broccoli with 385 acres, Celery and carrots
are two other important crops,- In 1955 King County produced over two~thirds of
the ¢elery grown in Washington and 'one~sixth of the carrots. Celery was at a
peak of 510 acres.in 19k6 but has since dropped to ‘between 200 and 300 acres
per year, ' , o )
Berries

King is the sixth most important berry growing courity of Washington, It
is also among America's 100 leading!strawberry counties, .All types of cane,
bush and strawberries covered about 1,325 acres in 1955, Treeze damage in 1950
and 1955 resulted in some variation in acreage and type of berries, Interest
in berry growing has declined slightly since 1939 when there were about 1,600
‘acres in all types. _ Strawberries, currdnts and blueberries have been expanded
in acreage, while the acreage in raspberries, loganberries and hlackberries has
dec¢lined. ‘ : o S : :

Berries are. grown on'uplaﬁd‘and alluvial bottom soils and ténd to be cone
centrated in a few areas such as the middle~Snoqualnie Valley, Vashon Island,
and the uplend parts of the Samudmish and Green River Valleys, Vashon Island
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Table 22.~ Berry Crops:

" King County, 15L0<1955.

Strawberries, Raspberries
- and Blackberries

otrawberries

Year Raspberries (Red) |jTame Blackberries
1" Aeres | Tons Acres | Tons ~ Acres | Tons

19h0 1 LoO | L20 450 | 650 200 800
9kl Lsof 550 Loo | 550 250 { 750
19h2t 350! 390 Loo | 600 290 { 1,000
19h3 250 325 37% Lso 275 900

S 1okl 175 | 160 375 1 510 225 | 575

Jlols i 170|300 250 | 40O 150 375
Wh6 ! . 125 | 250 250 | 500 125 1,26

S A9h71 2751 525 300 | 725 100 |- LBO
19481 375 825 . 325 | 800 120 525
1949} - L2s i 900 350 | 750 100 200
1950| 375 - 800 300 | L50 100 25 _/
1951 | 700 1 4050 200 | 300 90 00
19521 1725 1,200 170 | 510 150 | - 650
1983 | 800 |1,600| 210 | 670 o | 750
195 | LS50 | 1,050 |j 275 | 550 170 | 390
1955] L25 950 : 275 650 ! 190 550

1/ Heavy frost damagoo

Source:-

. Tablé 23,~ Berry Crops: .

D1v1510n5 State of Washlngton.

“r

Currants,

Loganberries and Blueberries
King County, 19b0-1955

U.S, Dept, of Agrlc,, AHS Agrlc. Estimates '

Blueberries

Division, State of Washlngton.

Year Currants Loganberries

Acres | Tons || Acres . Tons || Acres | Tons

190 | 150 | 250 180 | 360 2 3
ol 1607 280l 155 ! 265 2 2 -

wWh2{ 175 {500l 200 | Loo| -2 L

10h3{ 200 | 5100 200 | W25k 51 10

19kl | 125 315 . 180 .| 275 7 10

945 | Lo o0l 120 | 200 20 22

1946 | 200 | 610 - 125 | .200} 20 20

w947 | 115 | 3hol 100 | 200} 25 Lo

19581 306 | 6801 150 | 3004 .27 | 35.
1949 | 270 | 520 14O | 180) 35 50 .

1950 |, 125 150 .95 1 954 65 | .75

1951 F 150 | 355 30 501 160 -1 180

1952 | 150 | L6o 30 { -60lt 170- | 275

1953 | 170 | 600 30 7ol 175 | 190

a9s5hL | 175 295 60 751 200 | 325

S T1985 1 175 4 Llog o 60 | o674 200 . 280
. Source: U,S, Dept. of Agric,, .AMS, Agric, Dstimetes
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18 noted as the state!s most ‘specialized currant growing arede Blueberries are
concentrated on scme muck soils adjacent to lake Washington near Kirkland and
Bellevue, King leads all other Washingbon counties in currents (175 acres) and
gooseberries (20 acres), A large part of King Cougty berries move to fresh
markets in Seattle, - Led by strawberries, the total off-farm sales of the bexxy
crops gross about $1,000,000 in an average year, lost of the berry crops are
grown on swall farms but there are a. few larger operations on Vashon Island and

. e e A Alstanee Talmr

in the Snoqualmie and Green River Valleys wiieh employ seasonal picking labore

Narsery and. Greenhouse Products: Flowers, Bulbs, and Flants

King County leads the state in flowers, bulbs, plants, geeds, ornmamentals,
vegetable plants, mushrooms and other specialties grown in nurseries, green=
houses and under intensive cultivation in fields, In recent censuses it has
been among the leading 50 counties of thé nation in this type of farming, In
195, about 542 acres of land and 1,606,Llk squars feet of greenhouse space were
devoted to these and allied products, There ls more greenhouse space in King
than in any other Vashington county., FProduction is located on 200 farms mainly
¢lose to the Seattle market, These. products brought a total cash return of
$2,L01,587 to. growers in Xing County In 1954, The industry accounted for over
i3 percent of the total value of all crops sold in the gounty, according o the
1954 Census of Agrioulture, '

Table 244~ Horticultural Special
Toe - : )

FTOUCUE OWE &

,other,Speciél %lant .
King County, 1939-195h4

'!

Tursery Products Flowers and Tlowering plants, buibs and seeds;
(shrubs, trees and | Vegetables, vegetable seeds, plants, mushrooms
Census ornamentals) grown in fields & under glass for sale.

e e Gml me Fram Parms
e

Year Aeres . jwales from Loree in | Greenhouse space:vales irom Larw

Planted | Nurseries open ficlds| (square feet |during the year
: " ‘ under glass)
1939 313 | $185,128 287 1,617,593 $ 692,L27
Wiy 1 e | e “= e e
1949 231 | $688,673 216 1,770,362 $1., 889,668
1954 376 | $737,112 166. 1,606, | $1,66L,L75

I/ Vo Censuis data are available for 19Ll.
Source: U,8, Census, Agriculture.

Flowers, vegetable plants, and other bedded and potted plants.and bulbs
lead in value. A& large volume of commercial cut flowers and potied plants ente
the Seattle market, There were about 130 farms growing flowers under glass in
1954, Flcwer~growing in open fields has dropped off by over 100 acres since
19%9, Only 80 farms were growing flowers in fields in 195} compared to 168 in
1949, : . .

Marsery products show a gain in acreage, growers and sale value during the
last 15 years, A4 lavge amount of residential building and landscaping in the

greater Seattle metropolitan area has favored an increased plant, shrub and tr

T

¥-¥.¥
e
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mursery industry, There were 103 nurseries in 195l compared to 92 in 1949,
The acreage was one~seventh greater and total sales were up four times over
1939 census figures, ,

Tree Fruits and Filberts

Tree-fruits are-a minor crop of King County, but the 2,100 acres of ore
chards is the second largest fruit acreage in western Washington, West of the
Cascades King is exceeded only by Clark County in all tree fruits and nuts,,
King is the outstanding county in the state in numbers of sour cherry trees and
in production, HNearly one-fifth of the farms had orchards with more than 20
trees in 195L, Dxcept for cherries most of the orchards are non-commercial and
are kept for local use and some roadside~stand marketing, Most valuable tree
fruit crop is sour cherries; a crop of 2,248,430 pounds” or 63 percent of the
state production was harvested in 195h, A large volume of the sour cherries
are canned and packed in the Kent-Auburn area, '

The mumber of fruit and nut trees of all ages on all King County farms in
195k was: sour cherries (55,943), apples (22,3(6), peaches (17,311), filberts
(13,925), pears (L,198), sweet cherries (L,02L), plums and prunes (13,961),
walnuts (669), and apricots (263), Census enumerations since 1935 indicate a
decrease in all fruit trees and removal or abandonment of several hundred acres
of small-farm orchards, Many orchards have been removed from lands suited for
growing more profitable vegetable and berry crops, Other orchards have gone
into suburban residential property, Freezing weather in 1950 and in 1955 lilled
rmerous filbert orchards which have not.been replaced. In general, western
Washington tree fruits are unable to compebe in the market with Yakima County
and other eastern Washingbon orchard arcas,

King leads all Washington counties. in mmber of sour cherry trees., It
ranked thirtieth in cherries among all U,S, counties in 195h. Probably the
most important area is just to the east of Renton, Kent and Auburn, and south=
east of Seattle, Ninety~eight percent of the trees in the county in 1949 were
sour cherry trees, Fifty-four percent of the 90,000 sour cherry trees standing
at the time of’ the fruit tree survey had-been planted in the 1930's, Flantings
in the 1920's comprised 29 percent of the total, and those over 28 years old
{(planted by 1920) were only L percent of 21l the trees, Less than L,,000 trees
standing in 1949 were'planted in the 3 years 19L6-1i8 inclusive,

Table 25.,~ Cherries: Trees of Bearing Age and Production
King County, 1890~1955

Year | Bearing Trees| Year Production of cherries
) (tons)

1890 891 1889 11

1900 15,928 1899 &L

1910 15,509 : 1909 470

1920 26,296 . 1919 635

1930 63,385 1929 2,275

19L0 | 105,274 1939 2,087

1950 80,730 1949 =y

1955 | 15,600 195); 1,128

Source: Washington Tree Fruits, vashington Crov anc Livestock Heporting
Service, USDA and Wash, State Dept, of Agriculture, 1952,
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. King County éherry*trée plantings and production were at peak levels. in
the 1930-15k0 decade, The number of ‘bearing ‘trees lewered to about 145,000 and
yoarly procuction was sbout 1,100 tons in 1955, » :

The irterest in commercial cherry growing in King County has been increas~
ing slightly in recent years, according to an analysis by the Washington Crop
and Livestock Repurting Service, A tree survey of 1948~1949 by this agency
showed & trend of; revived interest in new plantings of sour cherries beginning
in 1947, However, the removal of older trees contimes and actually in 1954
there were 56,000 sour cherry trees in King County- orchards compared to 75,500
. emumerated in 1949, The 1949 enimeration, however, counted ell cherry trees,
whereas the 195} Census did not tabulate:cherry trees outside of orchards with
twenty or nore trees, Kumerous farms have a few cherry trees for home use, .

‘Pable 26,~ Cherries: Number of Trees By Variétyl
and By Year of Planting .
King County, 19LS.

- Year " Tumber of Sweet: - Humber of Sour

or Perdiod | Cherry Trees Flanted || Cherry Trees Planted
1920 or before | 110 3,900
. 1930-1921 330 26,300
- 1935-~1931 : 630 ' 37,600
154L0~1946 ’ 240 . 11,230
191 : - 1,710
1942 10 5,410
1943 _— " e
T 20 20
! 19’45 . "o -t -
1946 _ 10 : -160
“19LT ' 10 - - 1,870
1948, ~ 20 . I 2,020
Total trees planted. - 1,380 - 90,220 -

Source: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop

. - - and Iivestock Reporting Seérvice, USDA and
Washington State Dept, of Agric., )
Cooperating, 1952, . .. .




