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rThe,?attern of Agriculture

Farms: Numbér‘and Size

Most of the dgriculture in Kitsap County is'on medium and small farms,
According to the United States Census of Agriculture, 195L, there were 1,550
properties classificd as farms, This was 242 less than reported in 1950, The
decline was due in part %o a change in Capsus methods, but does show a contine
Wing general brend in the decline of farm numbers aoccompanied by an increase
in the size of individual farms. .Consolidation of farms through purchase and
leuse nas increassd tho average from 21,8 acres in 1925 to 27,5 acres in 195h,
Kitsep Oouniy ranked foucteenbh among the 39 counties of the state in number
of farms, tut was last in sige of farms, a

The smaller farms are largely the result of land acquisition and purchase
methods, types' of furming and high land values, During earlier settiement much
logged-over land was suld in 10, 20 and LO azcre units to part-time fzrmers,
Many of the originel 160 acre nomesteads were taken over by the Goverrment for
the development of Fedcral housing and defense installations, Subdivisions of
farms on shereline areas for residentdal properties has been commen since 1910,
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Average fmrm sige also decreased as the population grew and land prices
increased, The populerity of part-time’ farming by workers in the Goverrment
defense plants has aleo rusulted in many small-scale farming operations in
poultry, ierries, livestuck, dairy and other spécialty farm enterprises, Heavy
costs of clearing stump and forest land have tended to discourage development

of large commercial farm holdings. These and other economic factors have -
¢reated a present pattern in whieh over 75 percent of the farms ars lass than

30 acres,  Farms .from 10-29 ncres are thé largaqt', ‘group, numbering 73%9.- In the
195l Census there were only. 2L .farms of <180 acres and larger,. - .o
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s 1920 01,835 7 h 13,885, ... 28 © 17,0
* o : N 1930 k ’_. 1,55? ‘- .- -' e 38"367' ir"ﬂ"’ ' . 25 BRI ‘1590 ’
519k | T 2,102 16,196 22 22.0
1945 1,758 38,162 22 1k,8
1950 1,792 16,031 26 17,9
1954 1,550 k2,677 28 16,5

. Source: U,S.Census ,V 'Aéricdlture,A]:S?OOnIQS’h.

: In 95k the 1,550 farme of Kitsap County contained L2 »677 acres or only
16,6 percent of the total land:-area within the county, The asreage in. farms
-grew from 29,132 acres” in'1900 to a peak of 51,453 in 1925, During World War

II and agaln in 1950 the, nunmber .of .farms and the total acreage in farm land
increzsed because of an increase in part-time farming, Since 1950 the area in
farms and mumbers of farms have been detreasing denoting some abandomment of
farming £or other employment and a change in the use of some farmland for
rosidential and industrial purposes, This is a recent general trend in the
Puget Sound area of Kitsap, Fierce, King and Snohomish Counties where pspulation
and indust'y have been growing, , .

Farm Valueq

The velues of land, farms and farm buildings have inereased greatly since
1940, Values increased rapidly between 1900 and 1930, then lowered during the
1930's, From a figure of $7,698,910 in 1940, farm property in Kitsap County
more than doubled in value by 1954, Vadlue of farmland and buildings per famm
averaged $11,451 and $425,9 per acre’with tuildings, The rise in farm and
land values has been gaused by several factors., One 45 the general use of
prices in real estate and standing timber throughout the western United States,
Value has teen added by the large amount of labor and capital for clearing and
general improvements in the last thirty years, Another factor is the increased
demand for rural home.and small-farm acreage related to the general growth of

industrial population,
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Table 10, Value of Farm Property
Kitsap County, 1920195\

Total Value County Avorage Values
Year | A2l Farm Property [ Per Farm er Acre

in Coun‘ti" ((‘n'l"a_zs_);;(_d_e}lm;s)
1920 $ 8,874,588 $ 5,012 $175
1930 75,365,112 ly 743 192
1940 7,698,910 3,663 166
1950 16,613,632 9,271 358
1954 17,749,050 11,451 426

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture,

Farm Tenure

A very large majority (95 out of each 100 farmers) own and fully operate
their farms, Tenancy, or the renting and leasing of entire farms, is uncommon;
only 52 out of 1,550 farms were operated by tepants in 195k, Many farms have
remained in ownership of the phoneer families who established them, About 4,7
percent of the farms were partly owned in 195k, showing a fluctuation during
the last 30 years. This is cansed in part by the increasing numbers of full
owners, The percentage of tenant farming had been decreasing since 1935 and

in 1954 farme entirely operated by tenants on leases comprised only 3,5 percent
of the farms,
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Table 11,~ Farm Tenatiéy, Number and Perce

nt ”of Farms

By Tenur nty >
. s .;9257;95 .. . ‘ .
Tuimber | _Full Owners | Part Ownors | MANGEETS enants
. Ygar|Farms |number ipercentmumber|percent ripercent {mumberipercent
in of | of ally of | of all] of | of all|' of | of all
County | farme| farms | farms| farms. | farms| farms | farme| farms
1925 2’359 2,170 92,0 |- 3’4 1.4 ;- ; noh : 1515 605
19301 1,557 1,105 90.2 | 52 | 3.3 .| 23 11,5 77 | ko9
19401 2,162 1,821 85.5 | 99 | hL.7 . L »2 178 | 8.5
2945 1,758| 1,6300°52,7° | U7 | 2.7 bo| .2 | 77 | bk
1950] 1,70k | 1,271 95,5 93 5.5 2 ok 0 |4
19541 1L,L99| Lkev; 35,2 | 70 | LT 1 | 07 | .52 |35

s

. Types of Farms - °

‘fied by the Uensus show

o S”;'_J':i";‘qé.* U_,_ﬁ: Census, Agriculture, . - --

. Nearly 80°percentiuf “he farms are classified as miccellaneeus, with -
numerous dalry, poultry, livesiock and, frait-and-nut farsz,  Farm types classi=

dversiiication among a variety of specialties,

Poultry

(120) and dairy (80) ave the leading types of specialty farms followed by fruite

andemut {mainly berry) and livestock farms .

Table 12.~ Types of Farms, Kitsap County, 195

m—_— N =T~ Percent of
Type of Farms Nuzynggaqf all farms in
‘ the county
Total farms in county..............,n........ l,sso ‘ o
Field-cnop fams'.‘."‘.‘.....l...'..'.....‘.. o
cash.grain.‘l‘.......‘.'...........'...... 0
Other £1€1d-CrODicsscceerrsescssasoascncns 0 ‘
Vege‘bablla farms..........................-u.- S o3
Fruit-and“'nut farms'oooooocctoocvo.ooooooooooc 60 309
Daiw fa:ms.‘..ﬂﬂ.“‘l.......'."...........“ m 5'2
Poultry .'Ea.ms......o.-.....u-,....u....o.u. 120 707
Idwostock farme other than dairy and poultry.. Lo 2,6
Goneral .'Earms.......u.........'..'-'é'.:"._.-‘u"i';..'u 5
Primuily urop.u‘-..q.,.."-.;..-q.,-...%....oo . 0] '
Prim.rily 11'&678%001{..'.'.‘--2.;'..‘01;;ooono.ooo 5 03
Crop and 1ivestoCKecesseorenccosiosocnosss o
Miscellaneous and unclassifiod £armMSeeessanses| 1,241 80,0

Source: U,S, Censum, Apriculturs,

Farm Residence and Operation

Kitsap County agriculture is characterized by a large proportion of oper=

ators residing on farms and dividing their employment between work on and work



off the farm, Both the Tacqma'hnd'Seattle metropoiitéh areas, thé Federal -

time jobs,

-in Kitsap and neighborirs Mason County pro
Most of the sounty might be cl
farming. At some time ¢f the year nearly
Agriculture. Out of
farmers worked in non-fa.m
part-time farmers received m
erops and livestock,
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Farmland Utilization

Crope were harvested from o

ar Bremerton and the forest operations

vide a variety of seasonal and parte

assified as a region of part-time

seventy-five percent of
- » | 5 > :

all Kitsap
g8 Census of

of ® 2 » according to of -
thi: group, over 1,050 or 68 percent of all Kitsap County
industries more than 100 days of the year, These
ore income from off-farm work than from sales of

nly about 13 percent of the land in farms in

1954, - An additional 1l percent was in cropland used only for pasture and §
percent lay idle or in fallew, Typical of western Washington farmland utilie
zation, woodlands made up the larffst.share of the acreage, Woodlands which

are not being grazed amounted to

percent, A little over 12 percent of 311

farmland was in pastured woodland, Altogether, the farm woodlands covered about
23,000 acres or over half of the land in farms, Douglas fir and alder timber
grow well under natural conditions. Farmers have also found

of Dottglas-fir cut-over land’is expensive, Soms have left su
stumps and brush as woodland pasture or Chri

stmas tree land,

that the clearing
ch aereege in
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Figure 9o~ Utilization of Farmland in'Kitaap County, l95ho
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v?ﬁm‘k'-ln’19§h.moa£;§£ the farﬁé,1Q§K£€§ép«béﬁﬁ£y.wbre above the state avefégéf

dn-the use of facilities which save labar .and. make rural life‘casiaer, - Farmers

~4n-this county &fijby an extensive rural electric service provided by both~

privately ard publicly-owned utility services, Over 98 percent of farm homes
and buildings were oquipped with eleetricity. Seventy-five peréent reported-
having telephones, Washington State averages for these facilities on farms
were 97 and 7L.percgnt,,r68pective;#5in$h§.£a;ming'country:is.lqcatédsfﬁ the
Puget Sound area and 18 within the. receptlon zone -of four:television stabivns,
A Higher than average rumber, of rural homgs, nearly: threo-féurths 6f thém, have

-+ televisioii ‘sets, Most ¢f the Farms,also.bave piped running: water and a little
ever one-third hava béfrigepqﬁorgf;glgpe;form=o£rhome'freézébéﬁ“;Thefrateg;fbr
'felectric'ﬂervicé;and_the‘amauntlgigg;eetricity,used»are Lower: than in many: ..

sobher-famt areas ‘sf Washington.! 'In. 1950 the. fensus: fotnd that ‘the’ average fatm
- monthly electric' bill was $7.,23.campared o the:s¥ate abverage of f$,{8;50'.“-j
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i+ Table 13,~ Bpeoified FaciTities and-Bquipment on Farms'™ -
b "+ Kitsap County, 195L,

Facility of Number of | i::;:?gnogoﬁi%y 5 .
Equipment Item - | Farms Using Bquipoed : <

: Te:lephone. CesasBAIIIRIGRASL 1’166 o 75!2
Elechzicity eevoscorenaan 1,526 1 9845
7 Tele‘t’ision' He‘l‘-... sassgeas 1,091 700h . P : T
Piped mnning WateTeneoee 1,1&91 9602 , SRR ~’
" Henme £reezelessnveencsven 526 : 3309 _ EREE
Electric pig brooderssees 25 1.6
. Power feet grindoreeseces 20 1,3
: PiCk‘-vJ.lp balers sessvecssss 10 “6
Field forage harvesters,, 10 6
Artificial pohds, resere | ; L
: Volrs and earch tanks 160 1043 -
Mdbc.'.‘trucks. sesseenee lli.l » . 751 TR B ha 95.@," ' . v
Trachorsesseeses il 936 b Lo 600“’-"‘_ R e
-Aultomdbiles.ssse vosesnaid [0 11‘276 A 8.3

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture.

Farming in Kitsap County is not mechanized to the degrees found in the
more commercially developed farm counties of the state, Several conditiens: -
limit the ude 4f labor-saving devices, The more important ones are the frequent
number of tmallesized farms, the, large mumber of part-time farming operations
on small fields and"the tendency to-raise crops-and livestock which require
1little meehanized machinery., The heavily wooded and irregular terrain also
limits the use‘6flwhééleduegp;pm§nt. .The most- common equipment :found’on Kitsap

oo dl
[ 2T H



Crop ond Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin 31

farms are tractors, milking machines and motor trucks, The ownership of auto-
mobiles was also higher than the national farm aversge,

Irrigation and Facilities

Because of the dry summer climate and the desire to get higher yields of
berries, truck erops and pasture gress, there has been an increasing interest
in irrigation, The numbsr of irrigated farms as well as the land irrigated on
these farms has nearly doubled fram 1950 to 1954, There has been a marked
ircrease in the us2 of more irrigation equipment sinece 1945, In 1945 there
were only 1l farms usirg irrigation, tut by 1954 the number had inereased
nearly seven times to 95 farms,.

Table lli,~ Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreage
Kltsap County, 1950 and 195)

Item 1950 | 1884

Number of irrigated f&mso-oooao-locoo-oo hB 95

Land in l:'riga.ted fa."MSoOeooqonootcpﬁocoo 2’302 acres h,hlB acres
Land irrigated 1/urvcrsenasssnnsensasanes | 629 acres | 1,052 acres
Irrigated land in farms according to use:

Farms irrigating CropBseeececcecsess 35 80
. Farme irrigating PaStUrGsesucscencse 25 29
Scresof crops irrigatedsesessssssscs | 235 765
Acres of pasture irrigatedsveveseees | 385 Ll

1/ Includes land irrigated by canals, pipes and overhead sprinkler systems,
' ' Scurce: U,5. Census, Agriculture,

Dairygen find that sprinkler irrigation incréases the eattle forage
capacity of upland pastures., The gravelly glacial soils common in the Kitsap
area require considerable irrigation, The top horizon of the soil dries out
severely in the mid-summer dry &béson,: Secil ‘drainage on the glacial moraine
slopes 1s rapid during the winter wet season, ' .

Irrigation in this county consists of 95 individually or farm~owned
systems, They empioy mainly wells, pumps and sprinklers, There are also a
few gravity systems, In 195k there were 1,052 acres irrigated, with nearly
three~fourths of +his acreage in commercial vegetahle, fouit and nut and berry
crops, The use of more irrigation in Kitsap County follows a general trend in
the other western Washington ccunties. There has been a large increase in the
amount of acreage devoted to irrigated crops such as fruits, berries and
vegetables, Reasons for the 160 percent increase in irrigated cropland is due
in part to the rise in the value of land and the abundance of lakes, streams
and ground water that are usable for irrigation,
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- .. -Table 15;-.Kitsap Covrdyis Rank Compared with :
e : Othar Wagaznanon Gonntles < L
Then 'ﬁtmpafed:j' A Rank Quantity Yéan
Cenexa’ SR L b s
, 260 ar Cloccscvaeosnecosnensenseres ',_,'.',,.36 L 25?&:’::,80 acres — 12%1{—
Numbor of £aIMSsessco-vcornsersnoss % 13250 fems 195
Iandg in fa:"i’l\‘.i ‘ﬂpﬁrvcrfu sy w e- v s sre & 2 ’ 3-2‘;56 pe:“‘itt'mb -2,5’...
ﬁVeIage Size O/P fa.:'-ﬂlus).,o cndsoes og‘ . j? f'.'?_ QEYED ""'Qd.
M_‘CI'O 1 &na harVeS'bed'. ¢esamEemeIsenes ___‘35 5_) dﬁg ANPaN . -».2‘5,[&_
Runal farm populaticniozsccocsensas [ 1D m%2§$5 poryons | 1950
o T§$61 duznty populanionan..........a 7 7n. T2l perscns | 4990
o Cag it lncome’ | :
' L'r:"i".p Om‘ : 1! PR PR RPN
vaj.ua of all farm proderts 8oldsees |31 | 1.84,958 dollars | 1954
. Vslue of livesbock weldidissreds |20 1,370, 762 dollacs | 3954
~Value of czopm'scldsc;..,.,..c;: - 32 4&6 &oLlaré 195k
Livestock on fauma e R ' r
A-&l ca Utl.e and ea.l.vesg ¢ Q'c‘o‘.“'c‘o o o ‘s 0 Y ’ 25 6,5_?18 . 19;h 2
Iﬂlk cws.’."l.l‘...l'."‘;l‘.’.’".... “-23 * ' 22}8 head 195h '
HogEIOCF.-oocooooOo-ov-ovooooooot" 1.8 ...9‘_/1 heau 1951‘4 L3
Chickens.‘l.'l...'......'."'.‘..‘ll; '—-1 13—'C:‘,sb—8 bird‘; 195“ »
) ° Horses etld mles...'....'....'.'.‘. 30 ..' 1133 head — lgjh
I Sheep and 1ambSQtotlooo-onaoa-o-o-¢ 722 426 neﬂ.d l?bu
Dairy and poultry products sold - ¢ .

Talue of dairy mroducts scld.......‘

Who]e milk Sold.... tessnsreaistissasn

076 dollars

195k

Hﬁd 8117 ,000 pevnds;

Value. of poultry products 50ldssses |_ 12 ?98,713’ Goliars | Josh
.'._ ChiCkS‘w 501dno¢oa¢nc..uooooonooooo ~12. 235 3.71 Lirds N 39'5‘7—
o . Eggk suldoooqooooo-ucoonoowoo.ooooo iO 113 ' [&d@"en 19514
Important £ieps harvested : : R I
"‘Flmsr and SImothy.sesessessosssans | 25 1,670 acres 1951
Frul'{ia“e-'t R T T T P P S O m S?Z'aé—feﬁ .L%u
Stramtarriesq.,...........s........‘ ) 1180 acres | 1955
Vegeuablesun«......o.: ooooocoooo.- -T{ 2 acres T LY55
ia e e Seurce: U.S. Censuses ».of Agriculture, 1950, 1954 - . °




