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_ Farm Marketing and Level of Living

"Location for Marketing

o Situated near the center of Washington State on a major cross-state high-

‘way and served by itwo.transcontinental reilways, Kittitas Coupty producers are
well located for marketing crops and:livestock over a wide trading region,
Kittitas Valley producte assembled at Ellensburg, Kittitas, Thorp, Thrall and
Cle Elum are within economic trucking distance of the Seattle-Tacoma Puget
Sound merksting area and the Yakima Valley., Both of these areas have large
vcod rondling, processing and marketing facilities which are supplied in part
7t e farm production of Kittitas County., Favored by good railroad servise,
Kittitas producers and buyers. assemble products into carlead lots for state-
wide 200 interstate commeice, o S

_The Kittitag area with its population of 21,700 is not a major local cone
cuming fmarket for farm products, The:area .is a surplus producer of hay, grain,
- livestock, wholemilk and .processing.vegetable crops, Its econcry is vitally
dependent on the sale of agricultural-surpluges to nearby and distant markets 3
particularly in the greater Seattle metropolitan area with its population of
735,000 and greater Tacema with 280,000, IR S

"~ Railroad and hi'gﬁéiay facilities for vollecting, assembling and ‘axperting

. Kitpitas commodities have becohme excellent during the last 25 years,; Yegr=-

' round railroad comectlons to Pugest ‘Sound cities are well~improved by modern

. tunnels and lawered grades over the Cascade Mountains, The Northern Pacifie
_and theé Chicago, Milwapkee, St, Paul- and Pacific Railways serve the aresa.
‘These two main lines rum parallel through the Kittitas Valley converging at

Ellensturg, Numerous sidinge and spurs with storage warehouses and stockyards
.Yhe eastern United States. Chicago, Milwaukee, St, Paul and Pacific route
orosses the county with its mainline between Tacoma and Spokane traversing the

Badger Pocket district of eastern Kittitas County, - o

""" ave availible, Northern Pacific connects the area with the Yakima Valley to

Highuays vital to truck shipment of farm products out of the Kittitas
Valley are U.S, 10 and U,8. 97. U.S. 10 is the mejor east-west oross-state
route bty which hay, wholemilk, potatoes and live animals are trucked over the
Snogualmie Pass to the Puget Sound trade area. Reeent engineering hag widened,
thertened and made this road of more economical and year-reund freighting
gervice, Ellensturg is about 100 to 130 miles from the major markets in the
- porulous Ssattle-Tacoms area and their surrounding dairy farming belt where
hay is solds UlS. 10 also leads eastward through the Columbia Basin and to
the Spokane market area 180 miles distant. U.S, 97 provides north-secuth routes
for trucking livestock, hay and cash ereps to Yakima and Wenatchee handlers

and processors, Yakima is only 30 to 4O miles away from Kittitas farme.

. Secondary or county highways pérmii extensivq use of motor trucks to
collect or ship livestock and crope to the salesyards and markets. The total
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highway mileage available for farm to market service amounts to 582 miles, ;/
Classified by types, this includes 96 miles of surfaced roads and 4OS miles of
gravelled year-round rcads, There are 81 miles of partially impreved country
and forest access road: available for dry season use to transport live animals,
cash crops and forest products,

Total Value of All Farm Products Sold, 195L s $9, 716,000
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Figure 12,~ Scurces of Cash Income, Kittitas County Farms, 195k,
(Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture)

Gross Farm Income, Value of Products Sold

United States Census of Agriculture data on the value of all products
80ld directly off farms in 1954 indicates these sales amounted to $9,716,000.
This placed Kittitas County seventeenth among Washington counties in gross
income received by farmers for their products. ILivestock sold as feeders and
for slaughter and breeding purposes was the leading source of income, ILive=-
stock sales have been exceeding $L,000,000 anmually in recent years,

Field crops, mainly commercial hay, grain and potatoes are nearly equal _
to livestock as scurces of dollars for farms. In recent years crops have been -
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bringing in over $3,700,000 per year, about two-fifths of all sales by farmers,
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County Gas Tax Allocation Study'. Report of Washington State Council
For Highway Research, 195L., Olympia, Washington.
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e Groﬂs yearly incoma firam sales a#eragea about- $8,100 per farm,. The sales,
L however, are made by 920 commerzial farms of- different income .classes, There
- dre 280 non-commercial farms of the residential and part«time type that sell

"less than $250 worth of agricultural products, The county ranked seventeenth

in the state in numbers of high gross inconie farms with 194 farms grossing
$10,000 to ,$24,999 each. Farms grossing between $5,000 to $9,999 before ex-
penses mimberad 273, About one-fourth of Kittitas .farms are lower inceme units
marketing between $250 to $L,999 worth of products per year.

Marketing Crops

Most Kittitas producers of eommercial orops sell directly to buyers,
Jobbers and processors in the local area who agsemble, grade, box package and
ship the products to state and out-of-state wholesale, retall or processor
outlets, There is considerable local betwesn-farm trade in feeder cattle and
hay and grains for livestock feed. Depending on demands of dalry and livestock
farms in western Washington, ths export trade in hay both by rail and truck is

. of large volume, The spacxalty timothy—alfalfa type moves coastwise as far as
- Cglifornia, Kittitas hay growers: have devaloped a ‘good market for this type
-of hay with race horse stables, ,

" Enterprises and facilitiea for handling hay and grain for export or for
milling feeds are good. -In Ellonsburg thers are four grain dealers, three hay
and grain firms, a major graih.gievator and a feed mill, In Ellensburg there
are five state licensed grain warchouses with a total storage capacity of
863,000 tushels, Other state' licensed’ ‘granaries are two large units at Easton
and a fsed company at Kittitas waish operates a- plant with 107,520 bushel
storage capacity. Total grain storage capacity in Kittitas Counhy assembly
and shipring points-amounts to'l,\uo,OOO'bushels. 1/

Food prouessing plants whigh ¢an and freeze perishable vegetable products
are limited in number in the Kittitas Valley because of the reiatively small
volume, of commercial:vegetables generally grewn, 'There is one national freezling
and canning company plant operating=at- Ellenaburg which is a market outlet for
sweet corn. Some Kittitas sweet corn is trucked to freezing plants in Yakima
and Wenatchee. Kittitas 4e an impbrtantfagSembly point for~corn. '

‘While marketed in smaller volume than during the 1930'6 and 19Lo's,
.J_‘,petatoea are a major item shipped out of Kittitas County., Major shipping
' points for potatoes and their wolume: of ‘carloads moved during 1956 are Ellense
o Jturg,- 1633 Thrall, 122;.and Kittitas, 87. . Shipping 371 carloads containing
133,500 hundredweight, Kittitas County potato handlers marketed about 4 percent
of the total state commercialspotato crop in 1956, Kittitas potato growers
. rsell thelr erop under regulations of the State of washington Potato Committee
- which.established grades, packages and methods of. selling %o uholesalers and
processors. o g :
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_J/ Washington State Department of Agriculture, Olympia, washington. Public
Grain Wareliouses, - (Mimeographed ddrectory ) July 31, 1957, -
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—Iable 31s=Crops Markeled From Kittitas County Farms, 1954,
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. — 1 Amonnb Received | Percent ALL
Type of Crop Sold 1 Bv Farmai's Crops Sold

Field Crops (alfslfa, oats,

bariey, fleld curn, 2y,

grass seed; sugar beavs,

pytatoes) . - $3,7h5,112 93.3
Vegetebles (sweet corn, green

pess, etc.) . 166,828 L2
Fruite (apples, pears) 78,119 2.0
Horticultural Specialties .

(cut flowers, potted and

bedding plants, trees) 20,777 o5
Total amount received by : :
farmers for cash crops $1,,010, 836 100.0

Source: U,S, Census; Agriculture,
Marketing Live Animals and Wool

Organization and facilities for marketing live beef animals, lambs and
wool are well developed in Kittitas County., This activity is of primary ime
. portance in the agricultural economy of the area. Producers regeivs $L,000,000
to $5,000,000 per year for their products. The Kittitas County Cattlement's
Association is active in organizing auction sales of feeder and slaughter
cattle and breeding stock as well as developing and promoting markets, The
Woolgrowers Association aids in organizing pools for the sales of wool,

Local outlets for feeder and slaughter cattle and lambs are good, There
are two community livestock auction yards holding weekly sales at Ellensburg,
Livectockmen can also truck animals to community yards at Toppenish and Wapato
in Yakima County, In Ellensburg there are two slaughter and packing campanies
and several livestock dealers who buy directly off fa:ms. Thers is @ livestock
company in Kittitas. By use of rail and truck shipments, livestockmen and
dealers market a large volume of live beef animals and lambs to larger terminal
stockyards and packing houses in Seattle, Auburn and Tacoma. Some live animals
are also sold to the Yakima area's meat packing industry. Sheep livestockmen
through their association pool wool and fulfill sales orders-in Portland,
Oregon. A number of livestock hauling firms based in Ellensturg and Yakima
service the Kittitas livestock industry,

Comparison of Census figures shows that the volume of sales in Kittitas
County ranks high in the state's commerce in live animals., In recent years
sales of cattle and calves have ranged between $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 annually
for 25,000 t¢ 30,000 head purchased each year from cattlemen, Cattle and calf-
tales account for nearly a tenth of the state total, Kittitas County ranks
second to Yakima in ammual returns from beef cattle, Sales of sheep, lambs
and wool ranging between $300,000 to $L00,000 annually is about one~twelfth of
the total state volume, placing the county £ifth among the major producing
counties of Washington, o
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Marketing Liairy Produets - - - .= . - i

The ‘merketing of whole milk and dairy products frem Kittitas County is
based on supplying a local trade area and also operating as part of the Seattle

milkslied under regulations of the Puget Sound Milk Marketing Area, Many pro~
ducers of wholemilk participate in the Kittitas Dairymenfs Association market-
ing cooperative, In 1957 there wers 73 dairy producers in XKittitas County
pooling milk which is shipped over the Cascades to the Seattle~Tacoma metrow
politan arza; About 60 percent of the milk is shipped by tanks and 40 percent
in cans, Long distance tank shipment i& a receht trend. Kittitas producers
have their milk assembled at a handling plant in Ellensturg before it is hauled

in tankers over Bnoqualmie:Pass, A large volums terminates at lssaymah, east

of Seattle, for bottling and distritution,

Local milk marketing of Grade A and factory milk is centéred at Ellense
burg and (le Elum, The Dairyments Assoclatlion plant at Ellensburg processes
milk into tmtter, lce cream and dried milk and distributes Orade A milk, A
private plant at Cle Elum distributes wholemilk and makes ice cream and butter,

Kittitae dalrymen operating in the marketing pool administered by the
Puget Sound Milk Marketing Area order sold 17,923,000 pounds of Grade A and
factory milk for which they received over $800,000 during 1956, Kittitaes
dairy farms at latest report supply about 2 percent of the Orade A milk hande
" led under the Federal Milk Order in the Puget Sound Washington Milk Marketing
v areas ' Since 1953 Kittitas has 'advanced from twelfth to tenth position among
©" the fifteen counties supplying Ofadé A milk to this market ares, 1/ .

" The total Teturns to progu;céis,of‘kittiﬁas dairying exceeds one million
dollars annually, Whole milk 18 third behind cattle and alfalfa as a source

of ‘fncome to Kittitas agriculture, -

' Marketinﬁ'l’ml‘trl‘}" and 'Eggs .A -

The poultry industry is on a minor secale, being more for home and local
. markets than a wide spread commercial market. A formerly important. turkey
 industry of the 1940%s has declined, In the most recent ®ensus year poultry
‘Producers were only marketing about $175,000 worth of products, eggs being
the major cash item, The Kittitas Valley and the Ellensburg trade area is
supplied partly with eggs, frozen chickens and turkeys shipped in from western

"ahd eastern Washington counties..

‘Market cutlets and faeilitles for handling locally produced eges and.
poultry are located in Ellensburg,” There are three dealers in poultry in
Ellensburg. The statewide poultry cooperative, Washington Cooperative Farmere
‘Asscciation, operstes a buying and wholesaldng station for eggs in Ellensturg,

.-T‘—'--u‘-'-;v-‘- -'_'-.“._-‘;“‘-.-':‘."‘-;.':::’-ﬁ.--..’.“»-,--V—-'---‘----.-
_ ;/ Nieholas L, Keyock, ‘Maz"}{ét;}&dx_ninistratcr, 200 Bigelow Bldg., Lth & Pike
© St., Seattle 1, Washington. Marketing Service Information for the Puget
" Sound, Washington, Milk Markefihg*‘ﬁrea.-—ﬁformatign,Repcrt of May 1957,
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Table 33,~ Livestock and Iivestock Products Marketed
Kittitas Courty, 195k,

Class of Livestock Quantity Amount Heceived
Products Sold Marketed By Farmers
Dairy Products ‘
ole miik: - 30,949,000 1bs, | $1,151,000
Putterfatmmmecncncanmnaunnn 225,000 1bs, 102,500
Total all dairy products 1,253,500
Poultry and poultry products
Chickengemmmcmmmn m [T, 17,650 birds| $ 18,000
Bgggmmmmmmnmccne s e e 419,000 dozen 153,000
Turkeys, ducks, gecsemmemme o~ L, 000
Total all poultry & poultry products $ 175,000
Animals sold alive ,

- Cattleememmercmenaas ——m—— 23,140 head $3,405,000
Calves ———— — 6,460 head 119,500
Hogs and pigs - 1,250 head 41,600
Sheep and lambSeewenecsaca 16,532 head 266,000
Horses and mulegw—weremwnn head 10,000

Total all animals sold alive ﬁﬂ,iﬂi,loo
Other livestock and livesteck

products sold — : - '
Woolmmmmem e cun e —————— - 169,000 1bs, $ 85,000
Fur animals & pelts, honey e $ 30,000

Tabal amcunt received for livestock
and livestock products~ ——— $5,685,000

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture,

Marketing Farm Forest Products

Western Kittitas County farmers located in the eastern Casecade Mountain
slope belt of ponderosa pine have been selling an inereasing volume of forast
products, In 1954 there were 17 farm units which sold over $48,000 worth of
woodland products, The Gle Elum, Easton and Thorp districts have four lumber
mills where saw logs are sold for manufacturing into lumber and box shooks,
Rail and truck loading sidings are numerocus in this mountain district where
piling, poles, pulpwecod and firewaod can be loaded for shipment to eastern
Washington mills or over the Cascades to Puget Sound, There is also some
miner trade in fence posts and tree prope trucked to the irrigated basins and
orchard districts of the lower Yakima Valley and the Columbia Basin Irrigation
Project, Some sell timber during the winter season, Some edible forest prode
ucts such as wild blackberries, huckleberries and elderberries are marketed
to fruit processors,
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'I.‘ab;e 3&.- Forest Products 0N’ Farms, Kittitas Gounty, 1954 l

..
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Lo e ' - — !
ST L Type‘of Product ~ - - é:iéiging Quantity 3
... Firewood and fuelwood cute—mwe—wwm- 22 20l cords
Fence poshs CUbtwmecammcmcancon -———— 2,031 posts
~Savlogs and veneer logs CUte=eewew 15 - 2,6&2 M bd, ft,
PUlpwood Cutwesecmcenaiemicednasmen: 2,000 cords
Total value of farm forest products _ “
30ld and used on the £aMMumniniinm 17 $h8,227

Sources" U S. Census, Azrlculture.
washington Grop and. @myaatock
nqgnnnxng Service. - y

Sgecified Fa“m Exnendituree

-
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. J.n %ne J.ypu bensus OI agrlyuu.ura, ~-AITUIVR S 'Tarmers reponeu ukpenm.b es8
related to Xheir fadming operations. -These figures show the major costs of
farming, Subiracted froh gross sales of farm products, they show the net ine
come ‘of’ fa“mihg operatioﬁa. Beeause'of its: apecialization in cattle and

Qad waard e o Lioas s Ovor o Ak P R
w:.;.x.y.l.ut;, the ﬂl.d.J'uJ. w&pcuuc is for uay and g;d.uxo Uver. a. Ahousahd farms p\un
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apend over: §333603500 &nnually for seruices, labor and Supplles, Farm 1abor
18 pald over §1,000,000 por yoor in Kittitas agriculture, - :

Table 395- Specified Farm: Expendltures in 195h, Kittitaa County

© e

T Type of - Ngmber of Farms Expenditure of Average
Expenditure ‘  Reparting all Farms Per Farm
Machine hireo.ooooon-nooooo-cn ?03 ’ $ b27 hba n\ 608103
’ Hired la.bo;'.........n......’.. 638 1’068’3]48 1’67’4.53
. Feed for livestock and poultry |+ 11,022 1,162,130 1,137,111
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil | . 993 - 812,673 .. | 516,28
Commercial fertilizerceieevees: . 370 ' 189,159 o B11.24

Lime and liming materigdlsS.ecas| = =  wmi . -

- Total production COBLSaaeeevnd -1 0 33:5g§;7§8*

p—

Source. .U.S. Gensus, Agriculture.

Sinve 1950 Kittitas farmers have reduced thelr expendibures ‘for labor by

with $1,068,000 in 195k,

" dsing more machinery in hay harvestinge
' régently because :of decreasing acreage din sweet corn .and procéssor crops which
rBquired hand labor, .In 29L9 over $1,900,000 was apent for farm labor compared

- Farm .LEDOI‘ o.emanua have 131.!.811 off

The serviecing and supplying of Kittitas County's 1,130 farms is a major
basis of business in Ellensburg, Kittitas, Cle Elum and other towns. This
farm trade area is a market for nearly $3,500,000 worth of services and goods

Ak s B ~am
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Agricultural Income Compared to Other Income Scurces

Agriculture is the most important source of income in Kittitas County,
Net income from farm operations makes up over one-fourth of the total from
all occupations, Net profit or income from the sales of livestock and crops
and other farm products has been trending upward since 1950, It has gone up
from nearly $8,000,000 to over $9,000,000 per year. Agriculture exceeds em-
ployment in retailing and wholesaling as well as government payrolls as a
Bource of salaries and as returns from invested capitdl,

Table 38.~ Types and Sources of Income 1950-1952, Kittitas County 1/

A —
e E——

———ra—

= = —
Type and Source Income in Dollars By Years Peﬁ:fﬁ:igqugngggnty
af Trasamea . v ne Uy 4SaXS
ke o A AN VIO lm —1 9§1 1m 1W-T9ﬁ.—]~%2—_
Agriculture 8 7,932,00018 7,476,000(% 9,006,000{ 24.6 | 23.5 | 26,1
Construction 1,258,000 1,445,000 1,455,000 3.9 | L.5! 4.2 .
Government 3,028,0001 2,858,000{ 3,1h5,000] 94| 9.0 9,1
Manufacturing 2,316,000{ 2,485,000 2,807,000 7.2 748 8.1
Service | 2,L50,000] 2,299,000 2,Ll5,000 7.6 742 7.1
Transportation
Communibation
and Utilities 2503550001 2,161,000 2,234,000 6,31 6.8 &zl
Trade L,409,000| 4,653,000 4,589,000] 13,7 | 1he6| 13,3
Miscellaneous 3,313,000 3,571,000 3,752,000| 10,3 11.2| 10.9
Property Income 2,526,000 2,675,000| 2,780,000 7.9 8.i| 8,1
Other Income 2,932,0001 2,249,000| 2,318,000 9,1( 7.0 6.7
Total $32,199,000($31,872,000 $3k,531,000{100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0

1/ John A. Guthrie and Stapley E. Boyle, County Income Payments in Washinston,
1950-1952, Pullpan, Wash, Washington State College, Fulletin No, 26, .

Level of Living on Kittitas County Farms

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed as high a level of living as
city poople. Farm inccmes are lower on the average than urban incomes. Be-
cause of the isolation of many farms, such conveniences as eslectricity, hot
and cold running water and telephones have not been as easily available to
farm families throughout Amerieca, :

In Washington State and Kittitas County, however, the farm population
compares quite favorably with other population groups with respect to factors
used to judge levels of living, Table 35 shows findings of a study of farm
operator levelwof-living for the State of Washington compared to national
standards, This index is based on the prevalence of electricity, telephones,
automoblles, ete,, and the average value of products sold on each of the

farms .



-

STV

P
.

. 58 — Qrop and Livestoock Reporting Sdrvice Bulletin

Table 3.~ Indices of Leyel.of Living of Kittitas County Ferm
Famllies, 1950 Céompared-with State and National Averages. A

s 07 Percentage of total farm families with listed :
- Index Items. bl rg- o s index dtems o
S i i Lo UBited States | Washington | Kittitas County
-~y Farm Family Level-of-Idiving'|- ' «"'122" .~ | 154 . 188
. Median Income per Family | ° “$14',5'61_, $2,360 - $2,265
Electricity - oz - - Fie VU 78 9¢ C92,5% | 85.5%
Electric Hot Water Heater |~ 17.0%8. |  L9.1% | 53.1%
Electric Washing Machine | ~** 58,79 85,4% 78,7%
-~ - Home Freezers = e d253% 0 | <2loSE | 94:1%
. Telephone ... T 3802% L L. 57.8% | 67.8%
- ziHot and Cold-Waver Plumbing | | ° 23.8%. .| . -70.4% |- - 76.0%
77 Centpal Heating = e e 1BT% o, 11788 3,08
f‘,‘ar‘)'fiHoug'eq with More than:One e e
.- Person per -Room ~: coo i B2432 ] 15478 - 15,6%
-7 Automobiles o RN 63,08 1 TT46% - 12.,8%
--" Travel 10 Miles or More B _—
" to Trading Center - Y 'ALLg 20.5% |. = 23,3%

., Source: . Walter L, Slocum @and Carel L, Stons, The Farm People ‘of
“i. 7 4e . rMashington at- ma;;@@a_ig-g; State College of Washington,

Cevt.. 7. Waghington Agric. rExpn . tations, ' Bulletin 557, February

" form

"o Tnb ownership and’ usg of c:cf:féfg"':én{éﬁfc;e_gwgnd?in@ex items generally associated
- “with & 'medern standard* of living-is found below the state average in some

Kittitas County localities, ~"Stie.rémote farm of ranch places.in the dryland
‘and “‘mountainareas .carnot be servided with electrictty, télephones and modern
water systems. About ons-fourth of Kittitas County farms are more than 10
miles fram a trading center, Some of ‘tlédae outlying.farmm places lower the
county level of standard of rural livelihood,

‘ _:;,!ldme conveniences and standards of "1iving are generally good within the
erm units located in the Kittitas ‘Reclamation District. Being in level and
accessible terrain and near .moderti-highways, power and telephone lines s the

standards are on a par with the richest farming areas of the state.

oo Kittitas County agriculture 1g a-record of _progréas.;ﬁa&e‘ by its indus-

. irlous people, In the last 75 jears: its dryland and irrigation farmers and

3

' :lgcrs 1ivestockmen have'developed a highly important agricultural area, vitally

contributing to the state econdimyl: Numerous stock farms, dairy farms and

- _growers:of hay, grain and vegetablés-add much to ovérall production of the

central Washington region. Each:farm and:ranch stands &sa living mg{ii;mgnt
to the falth and enterprise of the individual land ploneers whe chose their
homes in the Kittitas Valley and its neighboring farm districts,




