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" PART IV ..
The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Numbgg and-Size

Numbers of farms are decreasing and farm sizes are increasing in Klickitat
County, From a high of 1,262 farms in 1925, the number declined to 796 farms
in 1954, Improvements in farm machinery have enabled farmers in the grain
areas such as Horse Heaven Hills to inerease their land holdings, The average
size per farm in Klickitat County in 1920 was LL8 acres compared with the 1954
average of 1,185 acres and Klickitat County ranks third amorig Washington coun-
ties in average size of farms, Suveessful grain and livestock farmers have
been purchasing and leasing smaller farms for consolidation into larger units
which can be tilled and harvested efficiently by farm equipment, The state
average per farm is 270 acres, Total land in farms has consistently been ine-
creasing since 1900, In 195k the total area in farm land was 943,068 acres
compared with 562,331 in 1920, . - -

The 195l Census showed a total of 217 farms which averaged 1,000 acres or
ore per unit, These farms contained 8l percent of the total land in farms,
the large farms, 38 averaged 5,000 acres or more per farm and. contained 43

ent of the total land in farms in the county, However, a ghéat proportion

: : of pastired woodlands. and range land used
primarily for the grazing of livestock, L Cee
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Klickitat Couniy, Washington

Table 9.~ Farms, Number and Average Sisme

Klickitat County, 1900195

Land in Fams

o ' Average size
Census | Total Farms Totaligo§n$y of farms'in. gefgg?t of.
Year | in County | 3%°% avme the connny OUnLy -area
(acrea) et _in farms
. o , . : {acres} - : o
1900 | - 1,080 10l 97 ‘,375«0, T 3301
1910 | - .136b1.;/ 530,291 323,2 | "h3.3
1920 | 1,177 562,331 4 - 4778 | 4559
1925 |- 1,262 | - 694,970 55047 5648
1930 | - g ovh,," 653,395 - 606.5 5342
190 | 1,113 ' 7339365'51 - 658,9 59.9
J1945 972 - Th9T06 - - T11e3 €l.3
1350 907 CUooliash’ 9969 739
- 1955 - . 796 - : 9&39068 ' 1,18,49 ‘ 7791
"1/ Part of Klickitat Gounty was taken to form Benton County
in 1905,

Sources

Kliukitat is a county of 1arge farms,

;farms eontained 260 acres ‘or wore;,

U, S. Census, Agriculture

In 195h fifty—five pe"cent of the
‘These farms controiled ‘8 percent of the

~9u;t9§al land in farms,

on the large farms,

~ more than 259 acres.

* and a linited amount of graina and 11Vestocko _

Table 10,- Large Farmgs’

nlickitat COQﬂty, 195h

Small grains, hay and livestocrk are the major enterprises
The remaining forty-five percent of the farms in Klickitaf
County consisted of smaller units containing from less than ten acres to not -
These farms produced tree fruits, nuts, grapes; poultry ;

Number and General Land Use

Land Utiligation'on i_fgggsto 0§§’22, s
Large farms h,999 acres and’ ‘ovar
Number of farmsemmmememmm-mveme- 179 fawms.| 3B farms

Land in- farms"‘-."“"".".-,"-:ff-_-.f-i--—u
Cropland harvestede---- —————
Cropland used only: for pasturews
Cropland not harvested and not

pastured (idle, fallow land)--
Woodland pastureder mrencnmwenne
Woodland not pasturedesmececawes
Other pasture (not cropland

and not woodland )mweemmeem——ee

381,308 acres
57,488 acres
8,503 acres

30,799 acres
119,227 acres

10,833 acres |
151,520 ‘acres’

Lok, 821 acres
25,132 acres
8,6L0 acres

156,279 acres

131,956 acres
6,96l acres

-2¢8,038 acres

Source:

.Types of Farms

Field-crap:farmsiraisingcﬁéshﬂérainsﬂSuch-aslﬁhbat are ths most common

special type farms in Klickitat County, These units account for 21 percent of

u, s, Census,.Agricﬁlturé.ﬁ
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the total number-of farms, Livestock farms other than ddiry and poultry are
another important type, making up about 20 percent.’ Geaneral; dairy, fruit and
nut, and poulbry farms make up the remaining distinguishable types. About 35

percent of the units are miscellaneous or unclassified farms because of the

varied sources of their incomes,

Table 11,~ Types of Farms, Klickitat Coumty, 1954

_ » | Percent of
Type of Farms mber of | 511 farms in
. arms the county
-Total farms in coumyqo..oo.-..;,ao.....-.o_.. 762
Field‘“crop farmsoeoo.@..ﬁo;‘....DO.._“.;‘..’ 160 . '\- Lt R
CaSh-gra‘lna.“e-.......ao-..”..Q;.o._... i 160 2100 .
Other field“'cropooa..anaoocooo'c.u-o‘:neoo 0
Vegetable faI‘mS.,.a...e..““n.eo.....-.a.a 5 .7
Fmi‘t"and“m farms.nloooooooorooloeoo.-ooooooo 31 hol
Da.iry farmsocooooaucouoooooaooooooonan-oo,euo 35 o _}-106
Poul'try fa!‘msoecvoocnsoooooonoe-ooo--qo»e‘o-o 10 ‘ 103
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry 150 19,7
General farmsooooeooooqoooaeeoooeoanoooooooo 108 10
Primarily Cr'OPovosoccconsoooseosesesnssas 62 : 8.1
Primarily uveStockaooooooiaooaoo‘.cncon 7 09
Crop and livestOCkeooeooe-ceooa-ooovuooo ) 39 561
Miscellaneous and unclassified farmS,cesc.s. 263 34.5

Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture

Farm Valueé'

Fotal farm value hes been increasing in Klickitat County .since 1900 with
the exception of the depression years when farm property became very low in
value, Frem $L,361,340 in 1900 farm property increased to $27,09k,248 in 195).
Valueg per farm and per acre also have been increasing since the early settle~
men?t days. The average value per farm and per acre value in 1954 were $3L,038

Rable 12;u.?a1ue df Farm Property
Klickitat. County, 1900~195h

Total ounty Average Values
Year | A1l Fam Property | Per Farm er Acre
: o in Coumty (dollars) | {dollars)
’ 1900  § 4,361,340 “ $ hy000 | $10,77
1510 16,430,994, . < 10,000 | 31,00 -
L1920 7 20,367,277, 0 1 . Ah,l62 30,27
T 19301 12,657,139 11,785 19,43
1950 21,578,437 23,791 211,20 .
1954 | 27,09L,2L8 - 34,038 32,74

Source: U. S, Ceasus, Agritulture
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RN A Car sl

sua nd. $32.?h,<2espe¢tively. Thegeneralzrisé in-land prices, farm- “$nprévements
Qo b3 @nd addibions. of farm land,. mac¢h¥nery and buildings'Have a1l addéd’ 6 farm
. -¥alues during the.last 20 yearsi.-This increase in. value 6f farm propérty is
.+ conmon in many of the other .counties of the state as- well as the Unived States
in general, : : . 8 : :

Farmland Utildgation . - © {ui.s .0 ¢ Lo -

“Rangeland of the semi=arid eastern region in Klickitat County amounts to
ovier twofifths of 31l the farm land in use, Woodland,.about half of which
¥e pastured,’ accounts for over one-third of ail i‘arm..and used, Farm woodlands
make Up’ most of western Klickitat County. About 15 percent.of land.in farms
45 dsed as cropla.nd i‘or grains, hay, pasﬂ.res and fruit, - Grain farming in a -
dry climate resultgm about’ 52,000 acrés ‘of :J.and lying idle &g sumuer fallow--

each crop year. I terms of lah”d bse the Yaising of lz.vestock,- dryland grain:
farming and wood.la.ncr management"”‘ ‘e the ‘maacr types of operat:i oNSs
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Farm&m_ﬁg@

Well over;: halquef all farms :ln Kl:‘.c;:z,tat Counoy are operated by full
owners, In" recen% year's, fhowever, “mofe, farms axe being operated by part
owners, tenants' anci“rﬂanage‘rs This trend-is. rélated to the expansion of largsn»
wheat and livest%clc ~farms, . The 1argest"i’q2"n of 'benancy is wheat crop sharing.
Farm tenamcy gained from T bErgent to 9 pércént of all farms during the period
1949 to 195k, The -part-oWnérship method Gf opération has been gaining in re=
cent years, partitiylarly in the wheat growing Fegion of. eastern Klickitat
County, Under part-ownera‘)ip, dand or pai‘bs of "4 farm ave.rented on a share <
or cash fee basis: 'ho a neighboring 1;‘a.;;rm=,=r.k Many elderly péople rent porticns
of their farms unde:: thls praet,ice,,, o
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Farms by Temura of Opezatar, Kliokitat County

Type of (Based on U.Se Cemsus, 1954)

Operetor %
Full owner 57 02
Part owner 32,6
Tenants 900
}ﬂanager . 200

1([10 Z(LO ’ 3(50 4&0
: - Nunber of Farms

Fignre 9.~ Farms by Tenure of Operator,.Klickitat County, 1954 -

Farm Residence and Operation

v 4

Over 95 percent of farms have residences on them, Out of 796 farms only
). were unoccupied by a resident farmer in 195L, These farms were in remote
areas or large whea} farms with the owner or operator living in a: nearby city
or village, - , L P

About half of all Klickitat County farmers work off their farms seasonally
cr regularly for wages in other industries, Over 30 percent work out for wages
more than 100 days per year, Farmers in these groups supplement their farm
income with seasonal work in lumberihg, forestry, construction and in fruit
and wheal harvesting crews of other farmers, Part-time farming is.not as
common in this county as over the state in general, R 5

Farm Facilities

Kliclkitat County agriculture is well mechanized: but farm hories are below
state averages in-use of conveniences, telephones and electricity., Over 85
percent of all farms are equipped with tractors and 60 percent have motor
trucks. The area vanks high in use of hay balers and grain combines, Large
wheat farms in the Horse Heaven plateau are highly mechanized,

Irrigation and Facilities’ o B

Irrigated agriculture has increased in recent years, Since 1950, 53
farmers have added irrigation facilities, Most-new i¥rigation consists of
pump and sprinkler systems using ground. water,. of surface ponds and streams,
These arée individual privately ocuned farm systems. Irrigated acreage rose
from 10,306 acres in 1950 to 13,375 acres. in. 195k, . In recent years more irri.
gation water has been applied to pastures,. Irrigated pasture increased approxe
imately 1,100 from 1950 %o 1955, Irrigation of crops such as alfalfa, grain
and fruit has gained and is the largest use of water applied by sprinklers and
ditches, o . o
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Table 13.- Trrigated Férms. Numbex and Acreage
Klicklﬁah Gounty, 19#0 and l95h Lo

P +mniis o : - = -

T80 L . 295h

- Ihem . .
Nu}nber Of irriga'ﬁed far'ns.u“.....-u.u ) 175 ’ . 223
Land irrd gatedou-o..u-s..“uu-u..n. 103306 acres 1:'9375 acres
Irrigated land in farms according to uses | . . .

e F(irms ﬂriga‘bing CTOPSQno.il’e;oloos 158 ’ ~P:I.Bé
Farms irrig&'bing pashlre,.g.......o. lhO lgh
Acres of crops irrigatedscssssceesss | 6,91k ‘ 8,971
Acres of pa_S‘bure irrigatediseesosass. 33212 N h,l‘oh

Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture

Table 1l,- Klickitat County's Rank Compared With

Other Washington Counties -

Item Compared = .. . . .!Rank -Qua:.tit" Year

“ Genergl
L1and ared.eccssscnvsssccnsrovssas ll‘-l- -1’241 680 acres. 195,4
Number of fartiS.eesesescsossnsenes | 25 796 farms | 1954

. Lané in farms<-percent.esiveiveess | 6 971 perzent t 1954
Average size of farmBeseeivivocess 3 15--85 acres - ['1954

_A crOFland ha"‘vesueduu............ 11 126 hl2 acres - X 19511

‘Riral farm populatioNescessseceses | 20 3pﬂp@mm~w%

Total county population.,......... 31 12,600 persons | 1955
Cash farm income - : | I

Value of "all farm: producfs sold... 23 7,)9?,621 dollars 1954
".Value of livestock 86Yd.ieeeqes 18 | 2,453,177 dellavs | 195k

[ .. Valye of’crops sold.............[fla. L, 776,938 doilars | 1954

*.Livestock on farms - : Lo a , ' A
ALl cattle and caIVGS..n..n-nu : 1’-!- 3)3600 195!4
Milk COWSanacsarnsssencosasscconsae ,}J- 2-170 head 195h
HOgSO.Q....‘.lO.lI.‘-..‘U..l...". 15 2,852 head lgsh
ChickensoOOOO'qooao-ooo-oco'cﬁoonl 26 31’220 bi!‘ds . l95h

. Horses and muleScsesssessenescsass | 13, 1,122 head 1954
. - Shebp and YambB..isssssseasassescs] O 1Y,802 head 195)
. -Dairy and noultrx products sold b . ‘ R

"~ Value of dairy products 801d,oseso |- 25 | 363;163 dollavs. | 195k
WhOJ.B milk SOld.c«. VCessvsasvecstsoss 25 7,801,000 poundéi 19511
Valua of poultry products soldec.. | 17 | 265,658 dollars | 1954
Ghiokens soldoelotooocoouoooco-a.o 22 ‘ 36,h97 birdB . 195).].

- Eggs 301d.“.“..,--“cu-....o... 22 -.: 3015916 dozen 195"4
fj',ImDorﬁant crops harvested Lo ok e - .

. I"P"uca.u...ca.g..;.......‘1—3...‘....... 12 : 58,1‘.&00 acrﬁs-\ 1951'4
Barl'-y.unu,.....,.—-.‘.......«.r. ) 12 13,700 acres 19514
Alfalfa,.nu.e........,.“»......;“" h h6 800 acres 195h

' 1,176 acres | 1954

Tree frults,,..,.‘.,...;,..\...».... 9

' Scurce5~ U, 8y Cénsuﬁ, Agriculture
- Fyowe TS U°8, Census, Population
U.S.D.A., Agricultural Estimates Divn,
Washington State Census Board



