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PART IT.
Population
H%ere H§E§§E§P§Eﬁ§ People Live o

Bascause of the influences of topography, climate, accessibility and rescemt
industrializaticn, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughout
the state, Over twowthirds of the people live in the western portion, conéen-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound, The Olympic Mountains
cnd Willlapa Hille of the Coast Range and the Caseade Mountains stand ocut as
Sparsely pepilated arcas in western Washington, The Willamette~Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, It cone
tains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and
rolling, glacial drift plains, . ' .

The mountains,, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry elimatic cone
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains and the Selkirks have tut few pacplee
Iryland and upland areas which-cannot be irrigated, such as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Chamnelled Scablands and the hills of Yaldima County,
are thinly settled,. Both rural and urban pooulation is concentrated in the irrie
gated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
Pasco and Quincy Basins, In the far eastorn seetion--the Palouse Hills~=the
uniform soil; topography and moderate rainfall permits’'a more evenly distributed
~population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricule
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,

Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and American expedi-
tlons between 1592 and 1805, tut no settlements occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain, A compromise, the Joint
Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders and
settlers to live north of the Columbia River, -British interests (the Northwest
Company and the Hudson Bay Company) established fur trading posts at Spokane
and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American clagims were strengthened by the
Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by the settlemente at Fort Spokane,
Ohanogan and Astorla by the Pacific Fur Company., The British increased their
influence ap they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 182) and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson Bay Come
pany, which desired to maintain its fur trade monopolye

- A growing tide of American land settlers over.the Oregon Trail during the
18L0's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States,  Most of
the Americans settled in the Willametté’Valley of Oregon, Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon cutnumbered the British fur traders,
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The sonfliet of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which
gave the United States the present area of Washington and established the
Canadian ‘ooundary as it exists today, Oregon Territery (including all of the
present state of Washington) was oreated in 1648 by Congress, with its eapitol
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticello
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked foru separate territorial
govermneni, Washington Territory was oreated March 2, 1851, with a capitol at
.Olympia on Puget Sound, Isaacrx._Stgqens was appointed as Governor,

.. . Population grewth was slow befcre 1860, Lack of .roads, the long distance
| Iram the Hast, and 'the difficulty sf clearing the.dense forasts of the Puget
‘Cound cowitry kept immigration tc'a minimum; Indian hostility prevented settlo~
ment in most .of eastern Washington prior to.18%8; and that tended to0 slow.move=
~hent into the Puget Sound Basin, -The Washington population was only 11,59k

., decording to the 1860 Census, | ,A
“In 1863, the Washington territorial boun@az:'-iéﬁ were easnged to the present
state 1linus by the creation of Idaho Territory, The Census of 1870 was the
first f£o follow the, present boundaries, and it erumerated a population of
23,995, - I I TU SRR S o
- ,’Popixlétio,n grew rapidly. from 1670 to 1890, New _trans'éontine'ﬁtal,fi's::llroads
» - brought lsrge waves of immigraite:from the Bast.and Burope. The completion of
the Union Facific. to the Columbia River brought new settlers into southeastern.

.~ 'Washingtor, .When the Northern Pacifiec reached Spokans in 1880 and was contine
- ,ued om toward: Puget Sound, settlers occupied the Palopse and Big Bend wheat
" lends ‘and the Yakima Valley,. In 1883, six new countiee ware created inmdastern
.. Washingtor, Expansion of coasiwise shipping and lumbering tuilt up the cities
. on Puget Sound and at Crays -Harber, Washington Territory was admitted -to the

"'"Union as %_,é;l:atrg_.:;n"iGBQ, .The :population at this time was 350,000, -

The reriod 1900~1910 was a decade of rapid growth in.which the state -
gained 62L,000 persons, more than doubling to 1,141,990, ‘Two other railroads,
:Ureat, Northern and Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul reached Puget Sound in

©'1893 and 1909, respectively, The lumber industry and agriculture supported

- more people;.-land.and timber seskers homesteaded free public domain lands in
- the mountéinous areas,” The Alaskan gold rush doubled Seattle's popilation -
within a decade,, Rallroads and ships brought:-large numbers of people.from -
‘Burcpe whe took up lumbering, fishing; mining and agriculture, Ranked -rumeiw
ically according to the 1920 Census; the:largest foreignebern: groups in the.
. 8bate ‘were Canadians (42,000), Swedes (35,000), Norwegians -(3L;000), English
-.,Eza‘.;coo),. Germana (22,000), Italiaps (16,000), Finne (12,500), Hussians” .« ~

‘

(11,000) and Irish (9,000). ,

.. Between 1910 and 1540 population grew at @ slower but st}eaiiy‘;ﬁraifé. The

“'inerease was about 20,000 per. year; The lumber .industry began Lo decline after
1929, Reduzed employment and a growing scarcity of land were reflected in a

Slower mate of population growth,.. - However, duxdhe-the 1930 is, many -farmers
' from the Creat Plains drought aress moved overland .to Washington seeking. farm~

ing opportunities,’ . ' T Sy
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TOTAL POPULATION IR STATE OF WASHINGTON (860-1955
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The 1940-1950 decade brought the greatest 1ncrease in Washington history,

" . Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new defense industries, it re-
.. sulted in an inoreasé of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
. 2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan

districts in King, Plerce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the
Federal atomic works in Benton County,

Urban and Rural Population

In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areas~-in
villagee and on farms, - By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,8 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of ™arban® which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52
percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle,
Tacoma, Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns., This trend
follows the natlonal pattern¢

Table 1.~ Population of Washington The rural population is predome

1860~1955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
602,026 persons who live in the counw
Y Porulat try, tut do not operate farms, The
122” e izn rural farm population decreased about
iy 0 11:525 one-fifth between 1540 and 1950, and
1820 22’316 rumbered only 273,771, or 1l.5 percent
18 C 122 ‘ - of the state’s total 1950 population
90 35% 2232 of 2,378,963, As a result of the’
i9§8 1 ii. log farm-te~city trend in Washington,
1920 1 é Zgl about one person in ten is living on
19 0 ’gz 6 a farm and about six persons out of
1;20 1’732 igl ten are living in a town or. city
1950 2,378,963 larger than 2,500, ; . .
1955 2,560,000 "Acoording to the 1955 ‘éstimates

of the Washington Census ‘Board, the

ten leading cities of’Washlngton
ranked as followss - "Sedttle (555,000),
Spokane (182, ooo) s Tacama' (156,000),

‘ Yakima (L3, 000), Vancouvet (L1, 950),
Bellingham (35,700), Evefbtt C3h,100),.Bremerton (32 200), Walla Walla 25,400)
and Longview (23,500), :

Sources: U.d, Census, Pogulation;
Waslington State Cansus
Board, April 1, 1955
Estimate,

o . St

Population of Okanogan annt["f - o W e el

P
’

Because of its large mountalnous area, Okanogan County is sparsely popu-.
lated, Estimated 1955 .population was 29,700, and while it ranked first in
geographical area, it only.stood 19th in population among. thhlngton counties,
Population density is-less than 6 persons ‘per square mile, The inhabitants,
however, tend to be concentrated on irrigated valley plains and in towns and
cities along the Okanogan, Methow and Columbia Rivers.,, With the exception of
some mining settlements, the. Okanogan highlands surrounding the valleys have
only a small portion of the inhabitants, A vast area within the Colville
Reservation has only 1,400 inhabitants,
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. Singe the first Cengus-in 1890, Okanogan Céunty has gained population with
each 10-year Census, Growth was quite rapid batween 1690 and 1910 bdeause of

. minlnxz and irrigatlon dPVl33 nnmnnf-s: (‘thinued i‘érl"&t ion develepmenﬁ’ m&rﬁ
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gion oi’ fruit growing and axpanaion oct‘ lumbering caused rapid growth between .
1930 and 1950, . ‘ .
Table 24w Ponulation of Okanogan Gountv .
1890-1955 . o ' .

. Yoar Population " Rural | Urg;:
U as%0n 1 3,467 7 100 71 0
- 1900 - L,689 | 100,10
1910 0] 12, aa'g' 100 0
1930 18,519 |  86,2.1 13,8
1940 2k, 546 88,1 | 11.9
1950 1 29,130 : | .86,9 | 1301
| 19551/ | 29,700 | 86.8 ' 13,2

_/ 1955 figures are estimates of
Waahington State Census Board .

Souree: U S. Census, Popula‘bion

As -t.he Oknnogan County economy has expandad, twelve incorporated touns
' a.nd_ cf_;.tie:s have been established, Six of these cities have increased in sige,
- Omak’ 1n' the Dkanogan Vaney-a lumbering center--has grown rapidly since 1920

Table 4= Population of Incorporated Places
_ Okanogan County, 1.910-1956

"".an;-poratéd | SR g
§ ity or Town | 010 1920 1930 | 194011950 | 1956 1/
o Prewster | 296| 39| lazl M| .81 1,100
. - Concomully 387 270 102{ 187 1| . 10
.- Kmer City. -] o e - - | 513 . 289
Mespelem -, [ m | = - | 300 L5 L3l
. Okanogan = - | 61111,015 -,5,19 1,735 2,003 | 2,125 .
Oroville 495 1 1,013 eoo 1,206 1,500 ‘1,580'
Pateros ) 12| L4861 - LBL| 866 . - .T17
Fiverside - 209 2187 192! 191 " 200 '
- Tonagket. - f, .= 1 5131 . 643 957 | 1,000 . 2
Twisp. .27 289| 33| U77| 78] 173
Winthrop - ~ | -270{ 365! -3961 378

/ Populations for 1956 are estimates of the Washington -
State Cerisus Board, April 1, 2956, R

Sources. u.s, Censua, Pogulation. .
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and has become the largest city. Okanogan, the county seat, is the second

largest c¢ity, Oroville and Tonasket, other Okanogan Valley cities, have grown
because of the agricultural and lumbering industries, Erewster, in an orchard

" district on the Columbia River, has 'expanded nearly bwo-fold since 19h0.

2]

2

Decline in mining and .construction activity were factors which have caused
the towns of Conconully and Elmer €ity to lose population., Canconcully was an
early mining town and Elmer City grew near Coulee Dam when it was being conm
structed,

Okanogan County is over four«fifths rural according to the classifieation

© of the United States Census., It has only one city, Omak, which has over 2,500
~and which can be classified as urban, In the 1950 Census.the rural nonefarm

population-~persons living in towns of less than 2,500 or in the country but
not farming--was the largest classification, Rural non-farm people numbered
13,376, nearly half of the total, Rural farm population-=persons living on and
deriving all or part of their livelihood from agriculture-nnumbered 9,358 or
slightly more than one«third of the total,

Typical ‘of many mining, lumbering and. farming reglons of the western United
States, Okanogan has been a melting pot of immigrants from many foreign lands.

" In 1890 nearly one«fifth of the population consisted of .European and Canadian

Table i~ Forelgn<Born White Population, Okanogan County -
1890, 1920 and 1950 - ‘

Country of Birth 1890 | 1920 | 1950

England and WaleS.eess | 39 | 165 92
Scotland..o........u. 12 57 33
NOI""GheI‘n Irela:ndo ;ooloq Laded T emre o haeadd

Ireland (Eh‘e)oooo-ooo ’42 68 | 17

Norwayn.-ooaob-owooooo 11 110 hB .
Swedeni;e."i'nlﬂﬂlﬂ.! 8 139 59

Denmarkeceoessccsasans h 60 25
Netierlands,eeesoseess 1 11 1n
‘Switzerlandeesessessss % 27 e
5

F‘I‘&ﬂOB.;....oo.ooucccv .9, 12 ...5,
Gemny........“...“ h ' 237‘ 10,4
P°1and;ocll000000.0000~ 18..‘ 6‘
Czechoslcvakiﬂo-ovac.u

1

AuétriaQ.....aoeo,....... bl 29 ,022 ’
. YugOSIav'ia......n.-u ! . 201 .. .10
Ruesia (UsS.ScRe}esens] . = 25 15
Finla.n'd.......'..‘...... s - . 16 > h
Italyetoooontocooootto e 39 13
Ganada'FrQDChacoo--oovn B e Y -»-9
' Canada«Other . T1. J9h' 162
A1l other countries,., 7 62| 81
Totals - 251 11,520 1,021

Percent foreign-born | 17,0 | 8,9 305
Source: U,S5, Census, Population
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immigrahts who had come’ ﬁd Work <in mines and: takeup ‘homestead-lands, ; By 1920

" there were’ more “immigrants, but theéy made up-a smaller proportion of: the.total
populaticn, “After 1920 many people left. the area-and with, fewer {mmigrants
coming to America in the-last 30 yedrs, the foreignsborn titizens decregzsed to .
lesg than. ki percent by 1950, Canadian immigrants are the most numerous, re-

. sulting from the border location'of ‘the county., Cermsn, Swedish and Norwegian
;;immigrants were 4136 prominent in the ‘population between 1890 and 1920,  Canad- .
{an and Baropean‘immigrante who teéok up land have played an important part in

agrioultural development, i

; The Amsrlcan Indian populatior'is theé aecond largest in Washington, Living
Limainly in the large Colville Reservation ares of Boutheastern Okanogan County, .
.- /they mumbered 1 2463 dn the Census-of 1950, ‘Meny of the Indiane,rajse livestock

.. .in:the Nospelem River and Omak lake districts of the Reservaticn, : Most of the

_‘.,ZWIndians are of the 5kanogan, Nespelem ahitt -San Poil groups o£ northeastern

’ ';Washington and Boutheastern British Columbia. . ,

: Agriculture is the 1eading field of gainful employment._ Based on oocu-

-pations of its working population, Okanogan County is over 27 percent agricul~ -

coLtburale” Self-emplpyment ‘and wage earning on farms-was suppoprting 2,763 workers

ceesdn 1350, according to the Génauso Agsuming -that:each worker-sypported a house~

" hold of L persons, agriculture was sustaining over 11,000 people or well .over
one~third of .the population, Constiruction, involving work on hydro-eleotric
‘dams, irrigation systems, highways -and other publie works, was gecond in impore
tance in 1950,  Miscellaneocus service trades ‘ircluding educaticn, professional
services and auto.servicing, was second. Work in wholesale and retail stores
was third, and bssic manufagturing employment 4n lumber, minerals and processed
foods was fourth, Employment fields as a whole.ars diversified and are nod
mainly dependent on one ar two speciallzed-industries,

: TableIS.- Employment of the. Popu}ation

Okanogan County, 1950.. -
- Mhib*-»ﬁbmale “Tobal |Percent of

Types of Employmenb '} Workers|{Workers|Workers| Workers
Total employed workere L . ;Eb?hj;” 1,879 {10,122 100,0
AgMOultureu-uu.--............ '2,‘58& *l?a? 2,763 27 3

Forestry and fisheries,ice.svsess 79 o5 b 8L
Minim,boooo.qobaooooooaOOAl-ootao . *"'1' h? Oh
Gonsti“uctiol‘l..-.................. g ,-6 1 1 820 180
Manu.fdcturing.u.....n........n ; 1,1’.{5 o 7h ' 1’219 12,0
Transportation.eeesecssesceiinses 28 [ 282 3,0
Retail and wholagale 8toOresSiceses 838 1 "h6? 14305 12,9
Miscellaneous Servicesesecssvess [*-n 7171 770 -l,hﬁ? 4.7

Publie administration (govermmemt | - . ... . ..

emllloymen’h)u-n..n...n.....' ‘386 180 o 566 506
Other employmantlooouooocanununn.o h23 | N126 Shg_J 503
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