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! The Pattern of Agriculture | o :

o Farirdn’g in Okanbgép‘couﬁtybli‘é on both iérge‘ and small farﬁlj'uni‘r‘.g* large
~farms, while less rumerous, contain.most of the farm land. In 195l g 'total of
825 farms, or almost L7 percent of thie 1,770 properties classified ag farms in

- Okancgan County, were farms’ with leds. than L9 acfes each, Another 261 farms,

or 15 percent of the county's farms, oontatned: over 1,000 aeres each, - arge

ranches contain the-bulk of the land:-in farms, having 1,518,856 acres of a total

of 1,758,255 acres, This gave Okanogan County an average farm size of 93

acres ranking it sixth in the state in average size of farms, REkcluding-large

holdings from the total, over four-fifths of the places averaged only 199 acres
.. Per farm, In general, the county 1s one of small and medium ferms with.g few
" large: farms ‘addihg greatly to the average size of -farms and to the acregqds in
. farms within the county, As a gengral rule, farm holdings have become -1&¥ger
. Cefncelszo, o L TU R vy oM
*  Belng large in geographic ares; Okariogan County has more farms: than nest
other Wdshington' counties, ranking thirteenth in the state in rumber of £atms
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in 195k, %emmwofhmsandamwof2%6m1%m Since that time
the number. has steadily declined as farms have been consolidated by purchase or
lesse, While this was happening, the land area in farms within the county has
Steadily increased over the years, In 1954 Okanogan County had the largest
rumber of acres in farms (1,758,266) of any county in the state, Because of a
large mountainous area in public forest lands and domain, only 52 percent of
its area is in farmland, The acres in farme has.been increasing as area in
forest and dry wasteland has been ‘reclaimed by irrigation er incorporated into
farms for grazing ranges, More larger farms have resulted also from large-scale
"livestock farming, dry land farming and more intensive pasturing of hilly areas,
‘Table 8,= Farms, Mumber and Average Slze, Land in Farms ’
Okanogan County, 1900~195h . : ;

o T - Averaga 6120 | p.ov. o o
Total Gounty Percent of
et | sn i Same |svea tn farms | % 178 20 | Gounty sres
(acres) (aores) in Farms‘
1900 506 80,196 15805 . . 24k
1510 2,173 379,766 | . 1E1 «0 11,5
1920 2,856 | 689,796 : 2043
1925 25496 586,281 23&09» 1743
1930 2,326 691,558  297.3 204k -
1940 2,397 954264 . 398,1 2862
C 195 | - 2,338 1,146,831 90,5 33.8 .
T1950 |- 2,023 : 1,&35,372 7095 b2.3
195k | 1,770 . 1,758,26 999.3 5149

Source : U,S, Census, Agriculture, 1900~-195)4

Larga~-Size Farms

.. Large livestock ranches are quite characteristic, These large units of
1,000 acres or more contain rmuch of the land area in farms of Okanogan County,

Table 9.« Large Farms: Number and General. Land Use
Okanogan County, 195k

' Farms Farms
Large Farns : h,999 acres and over

Number of farmsw 220 farms i1 farms
Land in farmgeme=meeeee- mmmm——————— 150,335 acres | 1,068,521 acres |
Cropland harvesiede—e—cmeweceemesea | 42,657 acres 16,399 acw28 °
Ciopland used only for pasture----- | 6,12L acres h,261 acres ‘
Cropland not haryested and not .

pastured (idle, fallow land)mw-== | 26,519 aeres 6,694 acres
Woodland pasturedesmeeeceemceeenmm- 83,626 acres b31,016 acres
Woodland not pastured=memmewee-w-w~| 1,33} acres 12,140 acres
Other pasture (not cropland and

flot woodland )ee mmemmecmmseee | 281,812 acres | 587,331 acres

Sources U,S. Census, Agriculture
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;. ;xhere.are 220 farms exceeding.l,000 acres.in size and Ll farms that include
o S,,E)QO 2BTEB.Or. MOTre. within their. j:ence Jines,. These large units contained a
“7 D total of . 1,518, 856, acres, or 86 percqnt ‘of all the farmland in the county in

"2 195k The. bulk .of the remainipg, farmiand, is. composed *o.f amaller-aizad irri-

ﬁ '.'gated farms in. the valleys and highlands. . Lo

: ﬁ"v:‘Large ranuhqg; spegialize mainly in ca’ctle and cash»grain farmmg. In 1954
ested oropland on the fazms with 1,000 acres -or more amounted to 59,056

aci'es.“Another 10,385 ,acres was. in, cropland used only for pasture; . Summer

" fallow-and idle land accounted for 33,213 acres, -By. far the. greatest utili-

" zatlon 6f land én ‘the big ranches was pasture other than woodland and cropland,
. This was the main use of great .expanses of dry sagebrush foothills and seabland,
. The total acreage-in tfese. J.,QOQg-acr;e,oxz more ranches was 871,fL43 acres or ale
most thres-fifths of the land in ldrge farms, Pastured woodland totaled -
- Blhyélie. acres-with only: 13,1;71;— ‘ac¥es—-of unpastured woodland, ~Cattle and sheep

were carmea on ,1,390 U70 acres oi} ‘mrious kinds of pasture,

Eyes .-'

Faxm Valuas _

_ bincm 1950 the vame or 1and a:ﬁd iarm buildlngs has increased by 60 pere
cent in Oka*zggan County.’ Firm real-éstate and property was ab its lowest level
around 19i/0.when the average was only $13 per acre, By 195L the total value of
-farms in the county had. :mcreased cver -four times, The average farm was worth

-

- gix times more man m J9h0 and’ the ‘azerage per acre ‘was. amosn xour tmes as

3 g , 5 Ming
and increased improvement of land and bulld.;ngs. Since 19110, land price ine
creasss have followed a ganeral trend of increased value of farm real estate.
u-rlgauon ueve;onmenr, nas greauy expanaeu land vames in the Uxanogan Vailay,.

Farm Terure

A large majority ( out 70 out of each 100 farmers) own -and fully cperate
tpeir farms. _ Tenancy he renting, and leas:.ng of entlr f Ims, i common.
e - Table 10, Farm TenariLy, Tuibsr “dnd’ Percent of Farms
By Temure ci:_\ Uperator, Okanogan County
T ImEAgsN

s

)

Azt OwaeTs | Maiagers.. . I . TorBhts

[oieg: 1

NRNDBT. R e e e A e : o .
arma, 4n | TUIDET | PETCENE [muiber | percent [numbeir) percent pmunbex | pos sent
Tear Kama ini" o of B11] -0f - | of all| of |-of aill-of | of all
,_farms i“a"ms .farms | farms] farms | farms| farms:

516 72,8 £ 33 M T38| 3| T | 3 e

L1 68,5 13762 | 19 2,1 | 306 | 1301

65,0 | H06 [T16,0 | 61 " 2.L7, ] "L22 | 16,6

676 | 9368:1713573; | L7 | 2407 ] 1362 | 15.1 -
70.7 | hlh2') 18,9 7| k5 | 1.9 .1.199 .| 8.5

g1 78y | 3t 72056 25‘ S 1.3 ¢ 220 | 6.l
_,472951;;--"'5‘1?‘-'. 23 116 |79 T2 5.3

Source' Y. S Census 5 Agriculture
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q This varies only slightly from the state pattern of farm ownership-?S percettt

of all the farms Yeing operated full owners, Farms run by. tenants and mane

agers were more common in the 1930%'s, Farms operated by managets and tenants

. have declined since 1935, ‘Full ownership was at a low in 1935 during the

depréssion, Part ownecship (a method where land or parts of g farm are rented
although the renter still owns a farm) has become more popular in recent years,
In general, the largest farms are: operated by managers and the acreage and

number of farms under the manager type of tenure has increased in recent years,

Types of Farms

Okanbgan agriculture is well diversified. Thera are eleven principal types
of farming, - The greatest portion (632) of Okanogan County farms were classed
as miscellaneous by the Census of 195k, The two main specialties were fruit
farms (552) ‘and livestock other than dairy and poultry (346). Field crop farms
{132) were.next in importance with 122 farms of the caeh-grain types The other
spacialties 4in order of importance«weme «dairy .(34) and poultry farms (11),

‘Table 1l,e Txpea of Farms, Okanogan County, 195k .

e Bl

< : R - | Percent of
Type of Farms  *° ,.,,,,‘_Number of | 411 farms in
o | Fams | e sounty
Total farms in county.craesescncosansncansen | 1’766 '
Field"'crop P MSesesasscceesscssnnansarisess 132
Cash-grain“a..u....-....au....u.-... 122 . 609
Other field“'cropo'octooa-oaoooooao.o.ocola 10 »
Vegetable famsa.o'ogoooooo»oootvuotcookcoot
Fruit famso....un..........n..--.u“.u 552 3102
Dairy faxfmso.......u.-........‘n....--.u.u 315 1.9
Poultry fam....co.o.oo.ot.oo.-coooooctcono 11 |6
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry 346 19.6
General P OTMBeaesscscsnssnesanssncnssncssnse 59
Primarily CI0Dsecossnssnscrracssssentrive 26 195
Prj-marily 1iveBtoCKessesescocscesssnnans 10 »
CZ‘Op and liveBt@ékceoc.oco-ooo.-aoo--odo : 23 ' 103
. Miscellansous and unclassified farmseecesess - 632 3548,

Farm Facilities

Source: U,S, Census, Agyriculiure '

.. In 1%5)4 Okanogan County farm hames and farm oparations were much better
equipped with houséhold oonveniences and labor-saving devices than in earlier
Census periods., Notable progress had been made even though the percentage for
several types of facilities was still below the state average, Almost 95 pere
cent of the farms homes were using electricity, dJust under one~third of th

‘county !'s ‘farms had homé freezers while over two-thirds had.telephones, )_

pereent had a television set, The county in general is toc far from the nea
ost television stations to get. good reception without use of expensive reflecm
tors and other special equipment.

.
+ %
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-« -Okanogan County is well-mechanized for fleld crop. farming. .The parcentageq
R In.degree of mechanization: i the gendral. state pictire, the ceunty FAnks- sevend
o equipment since. 1950 have been a“’ﬁ_ ree:

Sl of £aTng mechanized with tractors,’fidtor trucks and automobiles ars very highs
teenth in grain combines, fourt,eém; n field Ioz‘é’gé‘ha.rveswm and_eleventh in
pupber of .pickeup hay. balers, T Argest new investments and’ additions in :

'e‘-&‘old gain in pick-up hay balers and a
:‘fdouhling of use af.‘ home freezers. . _ . o

e I‘a.ble 125= Specifiar} Facilities and Equn.pment on Farme = ' "
Okanogan County, 1954 e *
‘. PR ' -4 T - Facili’by or o -i : “ :_;—, Nmnber Of gercenznogoﬁiiy
: Equ:.pment Item R Fama Using aEqmusipped~ T
!,: TGIGTJHUAMQ;Q esenaed on: oo n 1321!.7 e —";l . 68_8 .
T . Electi‘icity............ Ny .-i}éeelh 9&09‘ ! ‘ ) .
*55 TSIBViBiOn BetoolDU.DIQOOQCQO# SR 89 G 5 S =
Piped running watereqs. was ] . 170 | 88.7 o
Homs frﬁe?:ero.soooon-wrc 31 & RS :551 S e 3l91 g
Lo, Eectric pig broodereesssens e |- *2]“' R B 1"1‘:.‘,‘;:.:“ T T
- = Power. fGEd gr:l.nder.n.uu.n. ) 25’4 . lh ' o
N 'Milking m&cmnﬁ.,.ooqo cas Qott. ‘123 S 609
“wH&ekwsqg...........' F - S RN
Plok-up balerS....n.....u FHE TGRS N & SN 10'0
Field foraga hmeﬁters. veneve 28 pr 106 .
Art:‘..ficial ?G!}"S, resgpyadlirg: 4t s toE o - L
* and ear’ch tankBessacsantose’| 7" ‘323 0 E 6.9 ‘l‘_' e
Motortmcksdltolit!‘O;;‘Q;;;OOl R 1"219'” e 6809 : " h,' ‘
Tractors...........-.uu-.... '13380' R S 78‘9'
Afx‘homebiles;ﬂm seredadiviniif -'1:;56;3-* e 8843 :
i _ Sourcea it S”. C‘énsuss"ﬂgricul‘bﬁre et e
: f‘!'!&‘v‘#i“w -ﬁ-c"v‘!‘ﬁ‘fl’"‘ 'A:“ :’ -
Irriza*ticn and i‘acilities RERRAASEERE SRR T

LI R A IO - BRI 3 waa s ¥

Okar ogan Goun%y ranked: £ifth im thef sta&ba' in urigated cropland harvested
during 4%5h, There Wwere 1,299 farms” Irrigating 323330 acree’ of bropland and
also 5,776 acres of pappur:e. Thig was an increase of over 8,000 actes ifria
gated, but a decreasge of 117 farhd §5ing i¥rigation since 1950.. Irrigated
pasture more than doubled, while eropland incrsased about 25 percent. -

wsed o Brrigation in the. county ikgglgu,dea both publie. pmjectq @wertim water
. ".'-’,t‘rom the major rngrs and &mall private fam-owned systens, ,There are 123
Fapms in the, county, that, have &t ;“i 1 ponds, reservoirs and garth tanks.
Meny of the. syatems emplpy sp‘,; ’gation, altha‘ugh grav’!.ty aystema awe

IR S dee JK : A Lty

ool

L Irr;‘lgg.‘bion i8 hig r@cggég,ry becavise of a dry ‘sumper cl!.mate- : It is
K asSanﬁ_v,‘ ). o .get pro:fi'b J,e gripl_,. 8 ‘f fruit, hay and pasture. Hay. with 12 517
"7 *"atres wap the leading crop friigated, - Frl{i:TFv was second With 11’930 af’_{“ zout

of 12,52% acres grown) reported irrigated, Pagtire was third in lmpor tahce
with 5,776 acres under irrigation, Only about 700 acres of small grains were
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irrigated, About three-fifths. of the irrigated farms specialize in' fruit
orchards, More watse® 18 needed to ekpand agriculture., The Bureau of Recla=
matlon plans to expand. irrigation in southern Okanogan Gounty along the Golumbia
River W1th the Chief Josaph Dam Projéct.

Table 13n“ Irrigated Fbrms: Number and Acreage X
. Okanogan County, 1950 and- 195h :

~

Toom T 1950 19%%

Number of irrigated famMBeicecessessessees | = LH26 - 7 |% 1,209

Land in irrigated farmB.eeccsscescsssenss h66,929 acres 603,219 acres
* Land drrigated L/veesssnrsascorssensisioe 29,920 aéres 38,11h acres

“Irrigated land in farme according to use:

-+ . Farms- irrigating CrOPBeossessrcannse 1]3&9‘ - : 13232 ‘
- " Farms irrigating pastureciesessseees | 358 - -} 510 -
Acrés of crops irrigatedesieeseveses| 126,172 | 32,338 -
Acrés of pasture irrigatediisitesise’ 2,hh3 R 7Y & (- T

“/ Ineludes. land- irrigated by canals, pipes and averhead sprinkler systems.
Source- 0.5, Gensus, gggicultur v
Famlapd Utilization - ) T

A;most 90 percent of the land in farms in Okanogan Gounty is- in range land
pasture and woodland pasture. A total of 971,209 acres or 55 percent was in
sagebrush and scabland range pastures, being found on large livestock ranches,

Total Land An Ferms =~ 1,758,266 acrses %
Cropland
Harvested 640
Cropla &

335 .n J o5
For Pastire [
Idle
Cropiand 249
Woodland .
Pasture 31e6
Woodland ‘1 1e2
Other 2
Pasture e
Cther Land 1e6
i i i i
125 Zéo 375 5&0 Gés 7%0 875 1000
Thousands of Aorew

FPigure 8,- Utilization of Farmland in Okanogan County, 1954
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. . The pecond largest use was pastured woedland covering 553,750 acres,.nearly a
- third of ell land in fermg, Onfy.-6 pércent of all the farmiand in the: county .
- was harvested cropland which ificiudes ‘the orchards, The fourth most important °

land use in acreage was summer fallow and idle cropland., The large farms had
the majority of land used for all purposes tut still only had 56 percent of the
harvested cropland, - As irrigationm in’the-¢ounty has increased, the use of land

for harvested crops has increased, | Recently, however, harvested cropland in

- grain has decreased 1L,000 acres between 1949 and 1954, Some 13,307 acres of
““fhe-decline between the two years-was in epring whoat and hay land, - -~

-

' Farm Residence and Operstion .: ... ... ..

- :~During 195k about~6 out of every 1Q Okanogan County farmers worked off
their farms. on a part-time bagis.: Sadme. L5 -percent of Okanogan County, farmers
worked ‘off the farm 100-days or moxs. . Slightly. over 4O percent..of all the
county's farmers earnsd more from this non-farm employment than they did from
gales of products from-their lands..-The logging industry and seasonal work in
- fruit orchards provide ‘the most; apportunities Lor off=farm works . Cash crops
—grown on‘most -of - the farms leave the-farmers idle time during parts of -the year,
AYso many of the farms Speciallze-in Yivestock such as beef odttle which. do not!
require the full time during the whole year. '
The Census in 1954 also showed that 116 of the county's farmers did not
live on the farm that they operated, In many cases, farm operators live in

7 %own removad from the livestock or wheat farm which they operate in a remote




