oy

A
PopuLaTION OF FacIF1c COUNTY

Geographically the population of Pacific County is unevenly
distributed, and is found chiefly along the Willapa R;verJlovlandg
and tributary valleys. One-third of the county population lives in
the incorporated cities of South Bend and Rermond. Small clusters
of population are scattered throughout the length of the North
Beach peninsula with minor concentrations at Long Beach agd;Ilwaco.
Other loosely distributed population groupings are found in the
Naselle River Valley, aleng the Columbia River shores and in the
North Cove - Grayland district above Willapa Bay. lNost of the the
county land area is covered by the Willapa hills and is nearly void
of inhabitants.

Population Growth

The southwestern corner of Washington was one of the first
regions north of the Columbia to attract American settlers.'Oppor-
i i i ishi i t of Oregonians

and others who saw quick profits in the California markets. Safe
anchorages for ocean and river vessels not only suited the hand-
ling of these products but induced pilots and others interested in

maritime cormerce to settle in the area. By 1851, when county

government was established, a few hundred people were engaged in
these industries. The 1860 Census counted 420 people in the county.

seekers, and resort facilities were developed.

Population growth was rapid betwecn 1890 and 1920 when logging
and the wood products industries were most active. Population

tripled between 1890 and 1910, and reached 14,891 by 1920. liany
'of these people emigrated from northern Europe. As the forest

industries stabilized to a sustained yield basis, and declined in

‘some areas, the rate of population growth slowed. There were
14,970 people in 1930, and 14,674 in 1960. Modern recreational
-development has invited some population growth in the peninsular

area and has been encouraged by the new Columbia River bridge
linking Megler with Astoria and points south, Many urban people
are acquiring vacation homes in the shoreline country.

Urban, Rural and Farnm

From earliest settlement Pacific County has remained typically
rural but non-farm. The bays, the ocean, and the forests offered
raw materials and a livelihood where natural conditions did not
favor agriculture. In 1960 Raymond population 3,301 was the only
urban place by the Census definition. Together with South Bend,
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Crop and Livestock Deporting Service

POPULATION OF VASHIIIGTON, URBAN, RURAL AND FARM,

TABLE 1:
1850-1960

Year Total " Urban Rural Non-Farm Farm
1850 1/ 1,201 - 1,201 - -
1860 2/ 11,594 - 11,594 - -
1870 23,955 - 23,955 it -
1380 75,116 7,121 67,995 - -
1890 357,232 127,178 230,052 - -
1500 518,103 211,477 306,626 - -
1910 1,141,990 605,530 536,460 - -
1920 . 1,356,621 . . 748,735 607,886 327,864 280,022
1930 1,563,396 884,539 678,857 378,714 300,143
1940 1,736,191 921,969 814,222 478,772 335,450
1950 3/ 2,378,963 1,503,166 875,797 602,026 273,771
1960 2,853,214 1,943,249 909,965 746,723 163,242
Source: Census of Population. 1/ Population of those parts of

Oregon Territory takem to form Washington Territory in 1853 and
1859. 2/ Population of Washington Territory then included present
States of Washington and Idaho and portions of Montana and Wyoming.
38/ The revised urban definition comprises persons living in unrban
territory but not necessarily in an urban place - ‘that is, an incor=
porated or unincorporated place of 2,500 persons or more. Under the
old definition only incorporated places of 2,500 persons or more
were classed urban (as well as places under special rule of whiah
thére were none in Waghington). . The population of Washington in
1967 was approximately 3,087,000 people.

TABLE 2: POPULATION OF PACIFIC COUNTY, URBAN, RURAL AND FARM,
1860-1960
Year - Total Urban Rural lion~Farm Farm
1860 420 - 420 - .-
1870 738 - 738 - -
1880 1,645 - 1,645 - -
1890 4,358 - 4,358 - -
1900 5,983 - 5,983 - -
1910 : 12,532 - 12,532 - -
1920 14,891 4,260 10,631 - -
1930 14,970 3,828 11,142 8,643 2,4%9
1940 15,928 4,045 11,883 9,190 2,693
1950 16,558 4,130 12,448 10,109 2,339
1960 14,674 3,301 11,373 10,365 1,008
Source: Census of Population



_Pacific (ounty _grlcultur

Long Beach, and Ilvaco these small incorporated places contained
nearly 42 percent of the county pOpulatlon.

Ry In recent years the farm populat;on, much of ;t part—tlme, has
. declined rapidly.

: .In.1930 and-in 1240, -17 -percent of the people
were on farms; in 1950 14 percent; but by 1960 less than 7 percent

or 1,008 people compr;sed the farm poPulatlon of the county. i .
PaC1f1c County ranked-33rd among Washington's thirty-nine countles
in farm population in: 1960 but 27th in total population.

TABLE 3: THE TWENTY-FIVB LARGE°T CITIES IN WPSHINGTON, 1967f*f

e oo

R nk +"Cipy' Pppulation ;igank~ Clty-g. ¢x5?°P01§t§9n
.1 Seattle 580,000 .. 13,  Bellevue. - - . 22,000
"'2. Spokane 187,500 - .14 Edmonds . - . 21,800
3 Tacoma 156,000 "15  ‘Olympia 20,880
4 BEverett. . .. .52, 6601{“'1615;Aberdeen s 19,300
© 5 Yakima "~ 45,800 17. . Wenatchee . - 18, 400
- 6 -Vancouver .. 39,000, .. .18 Pullman . . 17,900
7 .Bellingham .. .36,500 .~ 12 . Auburn - ‘ 17,992
.8 'Bremerton .. 36,164 =~ 20 Mercexr Island Clty 16,500
~ .97 Longview o 28,100 . - 21 - .Pasco ;16 400
10 . Richland ....‘_,26,§00'L 22 Port aAngeles 15,800
11 walla ¥alla '~ = 26,300 ° . 23 Mountlake.Terrace 15,700
12  Renton, .. 23,066, 24 - Kennewick 15,400
- PR - | 25  Puyal

lup 14,200

Source: Washington

State Cerisus Board

TABLE 4: POPULATION OF INCORPORATED PLACLS, PACIFIC COUNTY,

e 1910-1967.
Place -~ - 1920 1920-~-“ 1930 1940, 1950 - 1960 ““19§7
South Bend 3,023 1,948 1,798 1,771 1,857 1,671 1,690
Raymond 2,450 4,260 - 3,828 4,045 4,110 -3,301 3,200
Long Beach - e 396 620 783" 665 709
Ilvaco - 664 787 750 656 6286 - 518 550

3

o
=L

Source: Census of Population and Washington

oo

State Census Board °
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Incorporated Places
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Farh nf tha four in
influenced by changing conditions in the fishing, forestry, and
recreational industries. Raymond, the primary industrial and com-
mercial center, reached its peak population in 1920 when lumbering
was at its height. At that, time the population was 4,260 people. .
The 1960 Census reported a population of 3,301, and in 1967 it was
estimated at 3,200. The largest lumber mill in the county is in
Raymond. Nearby South Bend, the county secat and a lumber port,
reached -its population peak in 1910 with 3,023 people. The 1960
Census reported 1,671 people and 1967 estimates indicate roughly
the same number. The Porxt of Willapa lies between Raymond and
South Bend, and is a port of call for ships in ~oastwise and
foreign commerce. The fishing and other recreational attractions

of Long Beach and Ilwaco have caused population to increase since
1960, -

Population Characteristics

Homesteading and opportunities in fishing and the forestry
;ndustries during the late years of the last century drew numerous
immigrants to Pacific County. Many north Europeans and Canadians

______ - FE AW S U3 § S RGNSt

settled there during the peak logging year :

third of the population or 1,311 people were of foreign birthi
Russians (many from the Tsarist province of Finland), Canadians,
Danes, in that order, represented 80 percent of the total. By 1910
there were 3,185 people of foreign birth living in the county (25
percent of the total), and in 1920 nearly 21 percent or 3,076 people
were of foreign birth. fThe 1920 Census credited Finland with 791
of the total, followed by Sweden (313), Norway (302), Canada (271),
Germany (199), Poland (173), England and Scotland (162) USSR (140),

.Switzerland (133), and Italy (100). Iany of these people later

became prominant in commercial dairying and cranberry growing.

By 1950 less than 1l percent of the population of the county.
was foreign born and in 1960 about 6 percent were from foreign
lands. Of 942 foreign-born residents the lattcr year, 119 were on
farms - 12 percent of the farm population of the county.

The 1960 Census showed the population of Pacific County to con-
sist of 7,488 men and 7,186 women, a ratio of 104 to 100. In 1930
the ratio was 125 to 100. The median age - men and women - was
about 35 years. Nearly 34 percent of the population was under 18
years in 1960, and 14 percent was age 65 and over.

In economy and employment Pacific County remains primarily non-

agricultural. Agriculture ranked fourth in total employment in
1260. Wood products manufacturing and seafood canning are the chief

9
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TABLE 5: POPULATION, EMPLOYHMENT BY INDUSTRY, PACIFIC COUN’I‘Y, 1060

Type. of L Total . Type of _ Total

"~"’~Emp10ymeni" o o Employment Emp.l.oymen*t o . L.mp.i.oymenr.

- Agriculture ”J;ﬁ;"°§; T 3327 Util;ties ‘and Fohnein _
'"questry Y T S 'miw ‘sanitary Scrvace #o .89 .

®Pigheries . ., 7, . - 211 . - Wholesale Trade® j,ff 0
“Hlnlng et T e g iRetaidl - Arade 0 MY 0 667 .

‘Congtruction ":f_ff LS 'ifﬁ@'}__“ ‘Service, Induqu&eg.?4"'l 068 .
Mapufactwring U v o ) S Publrc Administrat;on 20 179
T:ansportatlon 'w'ﬁ;;; T ‘ﬂ?- __ e 5§72

C’drg_mumcatlorr‘”r i LY e ;.:f jsﬁgkﬁgo
Source. “eénsus* “of Populat;on-=§f : ' gff-f L
. ) T :';:'f

mLE 6 g RURAL*FARM PO‘PUL.A’I"IOI?, EMPLOYMBNT S’I‘ATUS ;e
PACIFIC COUNTY, 1960

Eﬁployment (}ale and Female, 14 years~and-olaer) c L Number

Civiilian ‘labor force" 7 fi.("fffj Tl S B
Rt Agrlcsltufé ~ ’;f‘ 3 SR e e e 0 186
; .-manutaceurlng B fa”ﬁ T SIS ) 1.

Fil

.?70ther 1ndustr1es, 1ncl;~nob reported | ’_,_= _f' -:'5*~f§b
.':Unemp loyed . .‘ ' HER 17 S . . ] .' 5 » -» " ls 5

i f"“:‘f 2 ey ; Y

Labor toréé}<  425

SEe ;;;' “f_ ; i_f“} <jj'f£ ;;’ N6t in labor force; . 1301
BRI SE . T PR St -iw’g. E i ‘ 3= Total B R 726
Souoer Cemews SEEGBNRGIEN T -

WABLE 7: RUﬁAL-FARM pOPULAroﬁ OCCUPATION, PACIPIC COUNTY. 1960

P Py

!Qggugatigg'fw-u’x-‘ .r;gui;, ;e*wu e fﬂf;i:.u Number

Farmers and farm managers . . gD T e 1430
Farm labor, paid, except - foremen _ o “-L Lol L o7 T30
. FPaxm, lahor, .unpaid £amily . , .. LT 0013
' Proféssional -technical and. kindred workers‘-s R 21
uanagers, proprletors, except farm 13
.. Clegical and kindred workers. T ST 16
‘Salég workers . : cr = .. 8
‘Craftsmen, .foremen, and kzndred woxkers, I T S T
Operatives .and klndred,workens;~,,q S PR - 85
Private household“workers o epu Sl 8
Service workers, except prlvate household 8 .
. Laborers,: except farm and mine - . , .. AP PRI 48
"Occupatlgn.not rzported s L fee it 5 .

" Total' eéiployéd, male and femalé: 407
Source: Census of Population
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Crop and Livestock Reporting Service

» 8sources '0of income and wages. About.35 percent of the .employed popu-
lation is in manufacturing. Another 21 .percent is in the service
industries and nearly 15 percent is in the retail and vholesale

. trades. Agriculture, both employed and self-employed workers,

- accounted for 6.5 percent of total employment in 1960 compared with

- 8.6 percent in 1950, - -

Furthermore, the rural-farm population of the ccunty is engaged
largely in non-agricultural occupations. Of 726 employable farm
people in 1960, 319 were not in the labor force or were unemployed.
Of the 407 that were employed, however, only 46 percent or 186 were
employed in agriculture (143 were farm operators), while the remain-
der were employed in manufacturing, the wholesale and retail trades,
and in various other. occupations.

TABLE 8: AGE DISTRIﬁUTION OF POPULATION, PACIFIC COUNTY, 1960

Age in Years . : Total Male Female
Under 5 1,311 688 623
S~ 9 1,550 826 724
10 - 14 ' 1,405 698 707
15 -~ 19 ; 984 512 472
20 - 24 . . 592 316 276
25 - 29 658 311 347
30 - 34 760 368 392
35 - 39 885 417 468
40 ~ 44 924 450 474
45 -~ 49 958 506 452
50 ~ 54 962 492 470
55 - 59 826 431 395
60 -~ 64 792 372 420
65 - 69 720 377 343
70 - 74 635 345 290
75 - 79 408 230 178
80 - 84 198 102 96
85 and over 106 47 59

Total: 14,674 7,488 7,186

Under 18: 4,969 2,577 2,392

65 and over: 2,067 1,101 966

Median age: 35.4 35.3 35.6

Source: Census of Population

11
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- TABLE 9T {URALCFARM POPULATION; = TABLE 10; RURAL-FARH POBULATION,
“?Ey;Ly INCOME, P§Q¢Fi§”CdUNT§“‘“q_ BGE AND HousgﬁOLﬁ‘RELATIbhshIP,
- iy 1960‘~-*-“ e PACIFIC COUNTY, 1960

o B - o P
-‘;;.',. . P oo e :‘-.&,..

.-

P e T WA
AT R f - T D AL BES S .—.‘—.. -

Income uroup Families Subject '~G“f? n wffﬁf;?Number

- Under-81,000. -~ .+ . . P8 rr'Under 5igdEys v e i 89
$1,000.t0 $3;,999 « . L d9neoouo gl T4 eargt e - YT 202
454,000 to $6,999- e 290 i 1B 193 years ;QJ%L sa D irgy
,,,,, 7, 000 tO 29,999 . v w60~ B M 24 Years 3 ‘i.;? EANCR S S
§lﬂ;,000 and over: . .- .. ,];-3, S10W PR 340 years i Lo Bylasngy
bueiTotalyi ua wiiwtoc 239 reTRste 44 years e UV 1124
Median: $S 434 4 gBl <B4 yearg v T 00143
55 - 64 years 109
Source: (Census of Population .., {g - 74.years . . 105
I I P DV it PRI BEATEIRES T L b 5 and Over K P . ‘:.. 21
U UURTRR DN | o % £ - X B numben.. e i
Nt L y,Jﬂ»” male and female"-u;l,QOB
. e “Total number in .- - - -
b C r;g,: households: - «Jﬂeas
HE . uiczlﬁeads of households: . 321
AT 5 £ Population per :

e

S W

in  household: ;g 3u&4

. __').r'\

G ource: Census of Populatlon
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