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Population Distribution

Yost of Pend Oreille County'e inhabitants live in the relatively narrow Pend
Oreille River Valley forming a population string which extends from the northern
part of the county to the southeastern eection, The only significant populated
area outside of the Pend Oreille River Valley is found in the southern part of the
county along highways and in lowland areas such as Deer Valley. . Elsewhere, the

population 1s sparse to nonexistent because of rugged topography and lack of roads,
Population Growth

Settlement of the area now occupied by Pend Oreille County was slow prior 1o
the middle of the nineteenth century, Early settlers were discouraged by the
rugged terrain, dense forests, climate, distance from markets and Indian hostility,

The first white men in the area were fur traders, missionaries, prospectors and

miners,
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reached the area bringing new settlers as well as providing easier access to dis-
tant markets, Pppulation increased as a forest products industry and agriculture

develonad in the aren.
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Pend Oreille County had a population of 6,363 by 1920, The number of people
in the county grew between 1920 and 1930 but the decade that followed was one of

nonegrowth. The 19h01s yitnessed 2 ponulation ineorease in the countv. lareesly
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oaused by the war effort, After 1955,rhoweVer, the number of residents in Pend
Oreille County decreased from 7,413 in 1950 to 6,91k in 1960,

Urban and Rural Population

Pend Orellle County has been entirely rural since ite creation with all
persons living in cities or villsges under 2,500 or on farms and in the country=
side, With farming, forest industries and mining being the principal economic
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activities in the region, the population has remained rural,’

The rural population was largely rural-nonfarm in 1960, consisting of 5,751
persons living in the country but not on farms, Rural-farm population decreased

. in the twenty years between 1940 and 1960, Persons living on farms numbered

2,399 in 1930, 2,LL2 in 1940, then dropped to 2,026 in 1950 and to 1,163 in 1960,

" In 1960, Pend Oreille County ranked twenty~ninth among the 39 ocounties of Washe

ington in farm population, The Census in 1960 counted 863 fewer people on farms
than in 1950, a decline of nearly U3 percent. Agriculture has been operating on
a gradually shrinking number of farm units in recent years, Production has cone
tinued to increase, however, because of new technology and bétter farming
practices,

In 1960, Pend Oreille County coﬁtained‘fiﬁe incorporated places, Newport is
the largest in the county and had a population of 1,513 in 1960, It has grown
steadily since 1930 when there were 1,080 residents, Newport, the county seat, is
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Figure 1, Population Trends: 1920-1960

Table 1. Population of Perd Oreille County, 1920~1960 1/

Year | Population | Percent Rural | Percent Urban
1920 | 6,363 100 0
1930 7,155 100 0
1940 7,156 100 . 0
1950 75023 ~ 100 0
1960 6,914 100 0

1/ No.Census data prior to 1920 as Pend Oreille
County was established in 1911,

Source: U, 5, Census, Population
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located at an imporbtant rail and highway junction in the southeastern part of the
county and serves as the gateway to the Pend Oreille Valley. Idne, located in
northern Pend Oreille County, is the second largest settlement., It has receatly
declined in population from 71L in 1950 to 648 in 1960,

Metaline Falls, located downstream from Ione, also dropped in population be=-
tween 1950 and 1960 (from 547 to L69)s Metaline, a recently incorporated place
across the river from Metaline Falls, lost 264 persous during the same decade and
had a population of only 299 in .¢60. Mining and the production of cement are
important activities in these northern Pend Oreille County settlements, Cusick
has decreased in population sines 1540 from LOL to 299 in 1960. This reduction
apparently has been the result oi decreased lumbering and the drop in the number
of farm families in the surrounding area, In 1960, the five incorporated places
had a total population of 3,228 making up L7 percent of the county population
Ilgure,

Table 2, Population of Incorporated Places
Pend Ore.:le County, 1910-1960 '

Incorporated | 1oy {1920} 1930 1940 | 1950 1960

City or Toun .
Cusick - | - 380 Lok | 3601 299
Ione 63,1 sh1| 5ok 681 71h| 6LS8
Metaline —} - - -— 563 1 - 299
Metaline Falls | == | 153 | 3161. U531 B5L7{- L69
Newport 1,159 | 950 {1,080 {1,174 | 1,385 | 1,513

Source: U, S, Census, Poghlation .
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8 Perd Oreille County, Washington

Typical of many counties in the western United States, Pend Oreille has been
& melting pot of immigrants from many foraign lands. In 1920, cvar one-sixth of

all natione as: sources of foreign immigrants who se‘ttled 1n tha area prior to 1920.
Scandinavian immigrants composed of Swedes, Norwegians and Danes played an impor-
tant role in the early development of the mining and forest industries in the
county as well as agriculture, The percentage of foreign~born has decreased since
1920 becauss of lower immigration quotds and by 1950 only about six percent of the
countyt!s population was of foreign birth, . In 1960, about 18 persone of each 100
were of foreign stock (i,e., all first. and second-generations), Major foreign
groups ranked iin numerical order were as follows: Canadians, Germans, Swedes,
Englishmen and Norwegisns, : : :

The norwhite population of Pend Oreille County was 175, according to the
Census of 1960, Races included 136 Indians, 29 Japanese, 5 Chinese, 2 Negroes,
1 Filipino and 2 others, The Indians live on the Kalispel Indian Reservation
east of Cusiclk, :

Table 3, Employmsnt of the Population
Pend Oreille County, 1960

e R Cand N ‘ Total -
Types of Emp;oyment - ' | Workers

Total employed workers =~ . | 2,187
Agricultlfre ¢ o s s 0 . e !t . 191
Forestry end Fisheries , « . . 17
!‘ﬁ.ning & % 9 6 & s BiAIE » @ 223
Construction 4 . » o o s « o & 140
Manufacturing " s s e e . 563

Transportation, Gommunications

and other Publlc Utilities - | 110
Retail and Wholesale Trade ., o :© 330
Miscellaneous Services . . . .| Lubl
Fublic Administration {govern-

ment enployment) o o o « 4 o
Other employmen’b IR hs

Sources U, S, Census, Population

In 1960, a total of 2,157 persons were employed in the county. According to
Census figures, 191 or abouu 9 percent of all self-employed and employed persons
were in agriculture, The largest number of employed persons in the county were
engaged in the manufacturing of lumber products and the processing cf food goods,
The second largest field of work was in miscellaueous services covering many
trades. Work :in wholesale and retail stores in the various towns was third as a
source of wages, Mining was next in numbers employed with 223 perscns. Agricul-
ture ranked fifth in 1960 in terms of employment,

Agcording to the 1930 Census, there were 134 meles per 100 females in Pend
Oreille County, In 1960, Pend Oreille’s population consisted of 3,612 males and
3,302 females, a ratio of 109 males per 100 females, The number of women relative
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to men tends to increase as the county becomes older and mors settled, Other
factors such as war and industrialization tend to bring the ratio of men to women
down, In 1960, rural farm males numbered 637 and rural farm females 526--3 ratio
¢f 121 males per 100 females,

Pend Orellla County's population is aging. The percentage of older people
has been increasing steadily over the years., The 1930 Census showed only 5.9 per-
cent of the peoplé in the county were 65 and over, whereas in 1960, this group
accounted for 11,3 percent of the total, Improved health practices and greater
medical kncwledge have played an 1mportant part in lengthening the life span. In
1960, the largest single age group was that of children under five years of age,
Children between five and nine years of age formed the second largest group while
those between 10 and 14 years were third. Children under 15 years of age ace
counted for over 31 percent of the county's population,

L}

MALE ' Lo-bi . | FEMALE
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Figure 3. Age Distribution of Population, Pend Oreille County, 1960



" ___Pend Orejlle County, Washington -

Table ‘L., .Pend Oreille County's Rank Compared With
: Other Washington Counties, 1959 ‘

1/ U, S, Census of Population, 1960, .

Source: U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1959,

Item Compared Rank © Quantity
’ Generral ]
Lﬂnd 8.r33 uouo-.ooooooooo-oa.-on . 30 - 899,8130 8gredp
Nb!ﬂber of farms erecrsssvenne s 28 . 6 farme
Land in farms-.percerrb cessrocns | 26 13,8 percent
Average glze of farms s#semsans 17 o 33'7‘.? ascres
Czopla.nd harvested eareassssreny 29 16’31? acres
Il’rigatﬂd land 1“ f&ms (I XYY ‘27 2,?02 agres
Rural farm population seecesess | 29 1,163 persons _}/
PTetal courty pannlatd s ‘1 an 1k perasons ¥/
+{va8L COUNLY PODULETLON ssseses 35 v,;l'.:.q persOis Ly
Cash farm income
Velue of all farm products sold | 33 | 1,487,489 dollars
Velue of livestock 801d seess | 27 | 1,222,488 dollars
Value of crops 8014 sessseees | 35 265,001 dollare
Livestock on farms L BE
A1l cattle and calves cesessses | 31 - 9,067 head
Milk cows BOSREPIIIsBIAEBISIIRNINTS 6 1’302 head
Hc'gs X L R RN 31 677 head .
Uhickens .svsevevovsssveceinsan | 34U 11,701 birds .
Herses and mules svwesessoassas | 28 h32 head
Sl‘.:eep and lambs serescsesnsvony. 36 326 head .
Dairy and poultry products sold - -
Value of dairy products sold ., | 22 452,822 dollars
Whole milk B°1d aocovoo-oinnocn . 22 11,129’008 poundﬂ
Value of poultry products sold .| 34 30,8Lh4 dollars
Chickens 501d seevesescccceress | 35 5,987 birds
EGgB sold 400 sesesessrecnerens 36 63’820 dozen
Important crops harvested _
Alfalfe seasecsscscnacencnnsnen 16 5!5&5 acres
clover"tim@tm Sesesatesessnann X3 h 512 acres
Osts PBessIGIssaassnssnesnsesay 16 1,663 acres
wheat !0'.'0‘0,0.;000000.0.0003 2h 567 &creﬂ
Ba'rley [ E A A NN ENNENNNENENNERNNN N .'25 5h6 acrea
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