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PART II
Population
Where Washington's People Live

Because of the influences of topography, climate, accessibility and recent

.industrialization,.Washington's population is distributed unevenly, throughout .

the state, Over two~thirds of the people live in the western portion, cencen~
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound. The Olympic Mountains
and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as

- sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette-Puget Sound

Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Belling~
ham near the Canadian barder, is the major population belt of the state. It
containe a fairly well-distributed rural population on ite river deltas and
rolling; glacial drift plains, . e, T ‘

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic con-
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington. Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountains slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains, and the Selkirks have but few people,
Dryland and upland areas which cannot be irrigated,, such as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hille of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both rural and nrban population are.concentrated in the
irrigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in
the Pageco and Quiney Basins., In the far eastern sectione-the Palouse Hills-e
the uniform soll, topography and moderate rainfall permit a more evenly dis-
tributed population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich
agricultural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Wash-
ington, L

Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian,. British and American expedi-
tions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the area was disputed by American and Great Britain, A compromise, the
Joint Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted beth American and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the Horth-

- west Company and the Hudson Bay Company) established fur.trading posts at

Spokane and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1618, Wmerican.claims were strengthened by
the Lewls and Clark Expedition (180L4-1805) and by the settlements at Fort Spo-
kane, Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company. The British increased

- their influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver

and Fort Nisqually between 182l and 1833. Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was digoouraged by the Hudson Bay
Company which desired to maintain its fur trade monopolys . |

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Qregon Trail during the
18L0's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders.



-

The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 18L6, which
gave the United States the przsent area of Washington and established the
Canadiar boundary as it exists ‘today,’ Oregon Territory (including all of the . g
present State of Wushington) was: -created in 1818 Wy 00r~wnss, vith its capitol
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers rorth of the Columbia meb in 1851 ab the Monbticellg
Convention in. present Longview, Washington, and .agked for a separate.terri-

“torial government, Washington Territory was created March 2, 1851, with a -
capi'bol at Olymp:!.a on Puget Sound. ,Isaac 1. Stevens vas appoi nted as Governor,

Population growth wag slow be,fore 1860. Lack o.f‘ raads, the 1ong distance
- from the Bast, and the difficulty of clearing the dense forests -of*the Puget
Sound country. kept imnigration to a minimum,. Indian hos:hility prevented
‘settlement in most of -eastern Washington prior to 1858, and that. ténded to slow

" movenent -into the Puget Sound Basin, . The Nasnmg“’n P°P“1a'°"°“ was ‘only 11,594

acqordirg to the 1860 Census,

S I ‘1863, the Washington tefritorial bonndaries were changed 6 the present

state lines by thée creation of Idaho Territorys The Census of 1870 was the |
 first to follow ‘the, present boundaries, and it em@mera,ted a, popula.tion of ;
23,995. NIRRT . . .

Popula.tion grew re.pidly fr,bm 1870 to 1890. New branscon‘l,inentral railroadl

. broughb la¥ge waves of immigrants, from the. Esst .and. ‘Burope. The eompletion of:
‘the. Unicn Pacific to. t.he Gommb.ia inVe: brought- new settlers jmt.o southeastern

| (u ooo) and Irish (9,000}, )

W“Snington. When the Nérthern Pdcific reached Spokane in-1880.and was con=
L tirmed .on toward Puget Sound, ‘gétilers. occupled the Palouse and Big ‘Bend wheat .
landa ard: the Yakima Valley. Ih"1883, .8ix new counties were created in eastern

~Washington, Tapanedon of uoastwise shipping and lumbsering built“up the cities

- on Paget Sound and at Grays Harbor. . Washington Territory.was &dititted to the ' -
Unlon as & state in 1889, The popilation at that time was. 350,000.
The period 1900-1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the state
/« ‘gadned 624,000 persons, more than doubling to 1,11;.1,990. Twd other railroads,
- Oréat Nerthern and Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, reachad Puget Sound in
1693 and 1909, respeotively.’ The. lumber industry and’ e.griculture supported
‘more pecp.x.e, land and % u.moer seeisers' homesteaded. Lree public ‘domain lands in
" the mowrtainous areas, The Alqsggp £01d rush deubled Seattle 's population
. withinca decade, Railroads and ships brought large numbers of péople- from
Enrop who. took ap. 1uﬁxbering,,fiahing, mining and agncultum. Ranked numer=
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. Btatd were Canadians (42,000), Swades (35,000) . Norwegians. (3L,000), English

(23,000), Germans (22,000), Italians (18 000) 5. Finng (12,500),. Russians.

Between 1910 and 19!;0 poz:ula‘hion grew at a slower but stnaady ra‘be.i The
increase was about’ 20,000 per. year. The 1mnber indnstry began to decline
after 1609, Reduced emplpment ahd a. growing scarclty of land were reflected
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TOTAL POPULATION ' STATE OF WASHINGTON 1860-1955
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The 19L0.50 decade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,

Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new defense industries, it ye-
gulted in an inorease of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan

districts in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at th
Federal atomic works in Benton County. .

Urban and Rural Population

In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areasesin
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,8 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, accerding to the Census
definition of Mrban®" which includes vesidents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63.2 percent, were living in urban areass And over 52
percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle,
Tacoma, Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns. This trend
follows the nationzl pattern.

Table 1,~ Population of Washington The rural populstion is predome
18601955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of

602,026 persons who live in the coun~

try, tut do not operate farms, The

dear Fopulation rural farm population decreased about
1860 11,594 ong-fifth between 1940 and 1950, and
1870 23,955 numbered enly 273,771, or 11,5 percent
1880 755116 of the state's total 1950 population
1890 357,232 - of 2,378,963, As a result of the
1500 516,103 - farmeto-city trend in Washington,
1910 1,1a,990 | about one person in ten is living on
1920 1,356,621 .a farm and about six persons cut of
iggg i:gggaigi ten are living in a town or city
. L3100, : larger than 2,500,
1950 | 2,378,963 & »
1955 2,560,000 - According to the 1955 estimates
Sourcest: U,5, Census, Population; of the Washington Census Board, the
' Washington State Census ten leading cities of Washington . .
Board, April 1, 1955 ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),
Estimate, - .- . Spokane (182,000}, Tacoma (156,000),

| _ Yakima (43,000), Vancouver (L1,950),
Bellinghsm (35,700), Everett (34,100), Bremerton (32,200), Walla Walla (25,400)
and Longview (23,500), _ g S

Population g[.’_ San Juan Co_t_nrbg

. The resident population of San Juan County, estimated at 3,200 in 1955,
has been gtable since.-1930 and has pot expanded or varied greatly as has the
general state population, San Juan and Garfield Counties are equal in popu~
lation and share the position as Washington's least populated counties.

The period of 1870-1910 was one of growth in which population grew from
about 550 to 3,600 in the San Juan Islands, After settlement of the terris
torial dispute over the islands between the United States and Great Britain
in 1872 in which the San Juan archipelago was awarded to America, an increasing
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Table 3.- 3 ~

Sap Juna County, 1910-1953

P S — e -
 —t

Inorporabed. 1910 | 1920 | 1930 | 1940

- E

e Y

). ]

950 {22580/
City or Town }:50 158,21

Friday Harbor | Loo| 22| 60L| 658] 783 | 759

1/ Populations for 1958 are estimates of the Washington
.State Census Board, April 1, 1958,

Sources: U, S. Census, Population.
Washington State Census Board,

In addition to Friday Harbor and Roche Harbor on San Juan Island, there
are several smaller unincorperated towns. Lopez, Richardson, Otis and Port
Stanley are villages serving fishermen, farmers and resorts on Lopez Island.
Orcas Island, largest in area has the following village and resort commnities;
Orcas, Deer Harbor, West Sound, Eastsound, Olga and Dce Bay. On each of the
smaller islands there is a village serving a few settlers as a port and supply
center. These include Decatur, Thatcher, Shaw, Prevost and Waldron.

Resorts and summer camps are characteristic elements of the San Juan
Island rural settlement pattern., They are nearly all on tidewater beaches and
coves. A recent directory lists 29 places of this type on the three major
jslands, Most developed in resorts and camps is Orcas, a forested and moun~
tainous island, which has 20 places developed for these types of settlements,

Table l.- Foreign-Born White Population, Sen Juan County
1890, 1920 and 1950

1950

Courty of Birth 1890 | 19
England and WaleS.. ev s ' 88 ° 81 29 ’ e
’ Scotland..........uu 30 2’4 10
.Northern Irelandono-n. - - -
Ireland (Eire).......h‘ "'61‘°"25' "'6 o
NorWBH.'..q..........o'-"39"- 72 : 36'-
SWeden.‘......,.......‘ 50 - - 63"'“20""' v
Denmark....t.........%- ' 15' "18" ’10”
NetherlandSessesseeese | -1 }- -3} 0.1
: Switzerland..........;' . '7"' b
ZFTance......-.¢.,....$' ’ 9 - e
Germany-.....‘......-% 'hl “'52 , zh
P01ando.o-.o-oopcco-¢o .- h R
. Czecho'slovakia.u.u.«.' Ly - 1L} e -
¢ L Austrideseeecssscasese: N AR I R
. Yugoslavia...........- - X _5 3
RuSSia (U.S.SlR..).‘..O F 12 20 2
Finlandoooo-oo-oo.oc-o mas 21 8
Italy'..QQOOAQQJAOQQOG 5 — 1
Canada-French.......-. - 10 2
Canada-other....... TR 182 168 ].07|
A1l other countries...| 17i 19| 26
Totals 568 | 600 | 292
Percent foreign-born | 27.0]17.0{ 9.0

Source: U, 8. Census, Population



United States, San Juan was

settled by a mixture of immigrants from many states and foreign lands, In
1890 nearly one-third of the population was foreign-born, Canada, Noxway,
Sweden, fngland and Germany have béen leading-sources™ of immigrants. In early
' vt ; ishmen and Seandinavians'arrived to take up famm

lands, Many-of -these-settled.in the.San Juan Islands while they were in dise
pute betiieen (réat Britain and the United States. -British subjects remained
in the islands and took up American citisenship when -the-islands.-transferred
to American ‘jurisdietion inf1872, - -In later years of settlement,. Scandinavians,
Germans, Finns and other eastern and céntral European “immigrapts arrived in
larger mumbers. After 1920 Eurcpean immigration was limited by quotas, and by
1950 the foreigp-borr percentage i the -island ‘fopildation had deoreased to 3
percent' o LV TR T SO DTG o
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. _Table 5,~ Employment of the Pppﬁiation' .
e Rt ogan JuancColnty, 195071 T e i
TRl UL sl -

: e e
T oo Maye | Pemade lPotal Percent of
Types ng.}nﬁl_o!:@.eg"tu ERE - _.,,wo?p.kér.g Workerﬁ _Workers | Workers

Total enployed workers = v | ..[. 956, | (267, | 1,225 | 10040

|, 3u6 28,2
1. 39 3.2
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Agrictﬂ.tu_re...-:.-. ereosisassbbvecos | | 297 .
Foreslry and fisherieSesdesievess | ... 8 1

m.ningo.."‘.'u.."-‘-j;u.!.-}.'n.f'-'T_.'...I._.‘w_”:.?””'_ :2-“";0. 8 .6
Const]nlc‘bion..’n:; cedastsrseine eess .l g-;O‘ .'“ 13112 9'1
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1 - 3% 245

‘.'. = 131 10 .7
' +210 17.1
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