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PART V
Crops

I{a;or Crops

Because of the importance of livestock, dairy and poultry farming, a major
part of San Juan County's cropland is used for growing feed crops., Over 55
percent of harvested cropland in 195L was used to grow hay and silage and
yanother 26 percent was in feed grains. These crops were used to sustain 8,620
“sheep, 3,970 cattle, 1,000 hogs, 85 horses, 21,000 chickens and 280 turkeys
kept on farms, Clover and timothy mixtures grown far hay were the most common
erop with 2,050 acres harvested in 1954, The second and third ranking crops
were alfalfa, 1,050 acres and barley, 850 acres, Other important crops were
wild and other hays, 835 acres, oats, 820 and wheat, 250 acres. Crops of less
.than 200 acres were fruits, berries and vegetables,

ﬁajor erop trends in San Juan County have been a decrease in total acreage

oi" langd in crops since 1939, In 1939 there were 10,340 acres of eropland

Tot ested, 1954t 7,108 Acres
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Figure .9,~ Percent of Total Cropland in _Léading Crops
: San Juan County, 195k S
(Based on U,S. Census of Agriculture, 1954



were taken out of crops and put mto permanenh pastures or woodlands. A number
of ‘eultivated or harvested crops have been decreased in acreage =.nce 1939.
These in: 1ude clover and timoz.hy hay, wild hay, wheat, fmit, bevnes, potatoes
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alfalfa, ba.rley and oa%s, Crop trends indzcate a general effuit. of iéla"
:t‘amers 't.o ba self«sufficien'o ip. feed crops.
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ey Tlr‘c.ughout the history of- agriculture in the San Juan Islands, the most
impox'ta:x!: c"'op from the acreage est.vamclpoiz‘rbC has been ha&. Wiid hay from pi'airia

7 apelie and e Plearings was long a’ large acreage crop bub hav boen decreased
FL¥g71ass than 11@0 acrés in recent yeirs, °

Improved hay' of the clover and t;mothy
“ifxtire type was “incteased t5°a high pain'i: of* 3,000, seres” 4n 19L1 and thep was

-~deereae;ee to"1,900 acres by” 1955.—‘~Inxtne Jast-census, therd wers' 93. fatme,

harvestirg over 2,020 aeves. - In‘tha  1930*a ruch of” the hay cPopland was rotated

into alfalfa and this practice wae increased in the 1940's. Alfalfa.acreage

fell off to 1,050 acres by 195k,

In that year 86 farms harvestéd-a rerop-of

2,120 tons, Alfalfa, clover and timothy ave groun on 211, the farped islands,

"""":reaciaing> 1ts lafgest’ ‘agreages- on’Lope
climite dAd Poliing terrain“make TAys of all ‘tybes & well adapled -6rop.
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recent years hay meadows and grain ﬁ.elds nave been cut one or more times for

L

Table 16.- clover-Timothy Hay and Aii’eiifa Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production
San Juan County, 1939-1955

\

Clover ard Timothy' Hay “Alfslfa Hay

Year | Ac e| Yield Production |Aereage | ¥101d." | production

o e (g;:_e;i) - (tons (tons) (acres) | - (tons - . {tons)
PR DI RS o ‘per acfe) . ) per 30;6) )
:L939q 2’300 : 1.7 3’,00 1,090 . 201 . - 2’100
ndoloq 2,900 | 1.2 ©.3,550 - | 1,100 ‘*!-*2.0_ 12,200
Aol | 3,000 | 1.6 - }4,800 1,200 | 2.7 - | 3,210
S woha T 2,600 2.3 - 400 [ 1,470 | - 3.0 'h,hso
943 | 2,500 | . 1.9 . , 800. 1249 14,930
19k | 1,860 | G T 3,50 1,750 2,1 ] 3,600
9hs | 1,850 | 15 2,500 3, 70C 2,0‘ b 3,hoo
k7| 1,700 | - L7 2591 4650 2.1,f=,=;~_ 3,500
119481 1,800 1.8 : | w2487} 1,300
ko | 2,700 1.7 - 5900 11,600 1 Le9 3,100
1950 | 1,600 1.0 . 1,640 -1°2,600 | - 1.3 2,100
1951 | 1,700 1.3 2,210 {1,540 [ 1.5 2,310
1952 | 1,800 1.8 3,200 | 1,k60°}| 2,1 3,000
1953 ‘a,hoo 1.1 2,640 7| 1,580.:1 1.5 2,400
195y | 2,050 1.4 2,900 - ‘1,050 2.0 2,120
1955 :1,900 1.5 L g,};‘g\ (1, 19330 0 29 - ..25170
Source- 1.8, D,A, 5. AMS, - -Estinates Division |
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© Production of feed grains for local use is'a common practice on over 50
farms, Generally grown in small fields in rotation with e¢lover or alfalfa
grain acreages have varied from year to year. Grain feeding of sheep, hogs,
beef sattle and poultyy has been increased recenmtly in all island farming

districts, I A

_ Barley ‘became the most important grain crop in the mid-1950's, leading
oats slightly. In 195k, 55 farms grew 800 acres of barley for grain, Barley
acreage was increased frem 210 acres to 880 acres between 1939.and 1955.
Yields have ranged from 35 to 4O bushels per acre since 1950.

~ - Oats, for grain, has traditionally been a leading feed crop, . Acreage was
at a peak of 1,360 acres in 194k tut was at a low of 750 acres in 1955. In
most cases, oats were planted as a nurse crop for clover or alfalfa, In the
last Census year ocats were harvested on L9 farms. Oat yields have increased
in the San Juan area generally exceeding 50 bushels per acre in recent years,
About 20 farms grew oats for green hay or silage in 195k and in recent years
100 to 170 acres of oat hay have been harvested for feeding sheep and catile.

" Table 17,- Wheat and Barley: ~Acreage, Yield and Production
. San Juan County, 1939-1958 : ' :

A1 VWheat - — Barley

- Yield - “Yieid .
Year | Acreage. (bushels | Froduction |Acreage | (pyghois Production

(acres) per. acre) (tashels) | (acres) par gore) (bushels)
1939 " 880 23,1 20,330 210 - 3710 1,770
L0} 760 19.5 115,200 280 ko0 94520
191§ - 590 33.9 20,000 | 350 | 35.0 12,250
9421 - 350 |  38.0 13,300 |- kso | - 36.0 17,640 -
1943 | 380 1.5 | . 5,500 LBo |- 3u.0 | 16,320
9L | 560 38.8 22,510 | Lko 29,0 12,750
95| 500 186 | 9,310 Lo 31,0 13,950
196 | LS50 38,0 17,100 | L30 39,0 16,770
197 | Lho 21,0 9,220 L4180 33.0 15,640
k8| 370 22.5 8,330 630 350 22,050 .
199 | 350 17.8 6,230 | 710 33.0 123,430
1950 270 19.7 5,310 {. 7kO - 38,0 28,120
1951 180 2L.9- L, 1480 " 690 . 36,0 2L, 840
1953 | 500 31.5 15,740 670 35.0 23,450
195k | 250 35.6 |. 8,910 | 800 34.0 27,200
1955 | 240 31.6 7,580 880 Lo.0 35,200
1956 60 |- L3.0 2,580 760 63.5 148,260
1957 | 1ko L5.3 6,340 | 1;0k0 - 4045 45,760
1958 | 1o 3349 6,40 -~ 11,000 25.0 25,000

Source: U,S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates ﬁivisi'on
State of Washington
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~. than 200 Beres.sifce 1939; . In the-mostsrecent:Censusiyear; only-17-farms re
ported wheat as a crop and 1954 acreage was about 250 acres.”. Grown in:emall
own in the fall, The crop is

2

fields nearly all wheat is of the winter type &
Bold or used ncally for _ ”_:_. _-___ - ?de-_ S .\.IJ PR A

%42 In vesent 'yests snly a’ few!'firms’have grown:other feed grains-such as rye
© -ahd"field corni® Atvésges of these gralhs-have been less:. than 10 acresin the
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Teble 18,- Oats and Potatoess Acreage, Yleld and Production:-:
San Juan County, 19397-1956
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Vegetabled and Potatoes . ~ - = 8, 0 Tuy R

. ‘Vegetable and potato growing, primarily for local markets and, home use has
‘declined ih ‘the (950"s, Home vegetable' gardening declined from 259 to 192
“farm‘gandens betieen 19L9 and 1954 according to Census ennmovaticus on farm
. ‘gatrdsnsl,  Commercial vegetatle' acreages.ient dowd fium 3.tc 2 acres in the same
“perisds . Faim gardens included fractiéns’ of acres'of snap béens, oweeh cornm,
~oud.oiBy ttmatoes; .cabbage and lettutel ‘4 ‘portion:.of this productiswens into
Ageal Tresh market retall outlets, 1éss than $500 worth of ‘Vegetailes were
* markéted from: local farms acconding to the' last two :Censuses,s . Froden iand
£annéd vagetables arid some fresh vegetublss are shipped in from the maiiland
to supply towns.and regoris. .. ... - s e T
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Potato acreage has steadily deglined in the last 20 years, In the 1939
Census 60 acres of potatoes were erumerated compared with about 5 in 1954,

Thnm wwoma A7 farvme warmankd ne madad oo cmamvrm IrnAl mabdwme ot madad ama T4 s
VRS Wae WY U] S AL LQHU& Wb L1pc, HUUGUUUD SJU"J-&’ Mlu.l.uau.l.ua v v PUWUUGD, e WS

truck crops, are grown in home gardens for home use and that commercial quan-
titles of potatoes are shipped in from mainland regions.
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Fruit farming has déclined in the San Juan Islands since 1910, In earlier

" decades of settlement there were mimerous small commercial orchards of apples,

cherrias, nears and nrunes nlanted Fraid was gold £o ghing vigitine the
- 9 r* AW W mvvu‘ » da ks T ST Wl A, W U&&-krw *-..V*IQ A AR

islands a.nd some was shipped to mainland cities on Puget Sound. There was an

.early prune drying industry on Shaw Island. In the most recent Census there
‘were only 65 farms which had fruit orchards of 20 trees or more. Fruit

orchards contadnine n'lon‘l"!nna of 20 trees or more amounted to nn'hr 15'7 acres
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for the entire ecounty., The most common species of fruit grown in small home
orchards and in a few commercial orchards are apples, prunes, cherries, pears
and peaches, There are noncommercial plantings on a few farms of other tree

and vine ecrona such as filberte. walnuts and Concord granes Tn recant years
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commercial fruit has been of minor importance, total annual sales ranging be~
tween $9,000 and $12,000, Fruit consumed on the farm is, however, an item of
real income value to numercus families in the islands,

T -

" 8an Juan County, 1890-195L

Yeaw Numbers of Bearing Trees
: Apples | Cherries | Peaches | Pears { Prunes & Plums

1890 - | 12,722 307 | 931 699 1,640
1900 72,4081 3,555 | 1,326 | L,806 23,429
1910 76,731 | 3,417 60 {5,657 8,40k
1920. | h9,87h | 2,280 223 | 8,724 55172
1930 21,547 h,935 28 | 8,999 2,673
1940 10,763 1  L;521 31 |6,020 1,951
1950 54059 | 1,019 105 1,821 922
2954 1/ 1 3,396 | - 226 66 | 135 477

1/ Includes trees only in orchards of 20 trees or more.

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service, U.S5.D.A. and
Washington State Dept, of Agriculture,
Cooperating, 1952,

U, 5, Census of Agriculture, 1954,

Berry Crops: Strawberries, Raspberries, Boysenberries

Berry farming is on a minor scale in the San Juan Islands. The most
recent Census enumerated less than 10 farms which havested commercial berries,
Strawberries were grown for sale by seven farms mth a total of 5 acres in 195k.
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were a few small commercial plantings of Boyserberries and blueberries, Local
productlon is practically all for- local fresh markets and for local households
who freeze and preserve berries, There has been some limited shipmemt of

berries to f'r'nnh markets and processors in Skagcit and Snshomish Caunties,
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