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PART IT
~ Population
Where Washington's People Live

Because of the influences of topography, climate, accsssibility and recent.
industrislization, Weshington's pepulation is distributed unesvenly throughout
the state, Over twoethirds of the people 1ive in the western portion, concen-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound, The Olympic Mountains
and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette-Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state., It 'con-
tains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and
rolling, gTacial drift plains, ' ooy

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic con-
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan ‘Highlands, the Blue Mountains and the Selkirks have but few people,
Dryland and upland areas which eannot be irrigated, 'such as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Sceblands and the hills of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the irri.

" gated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the

Pases and Quiney Basins, In the far eastern section-«the Palouse Hills—-the
uniform soll, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
population. The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricul-
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,

Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and American expedi-
tions betwsen 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain, A compromise, the Joint
Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders and
settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interesta (the Northwest
Company and the Hudson Bay Company) established fur trading posts at Spokane
and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by ths
Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by the settlements st' Fort Spokane,
Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company, The British increased their
influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 182, and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, 'although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson Bay Come
pany, which desired to maintaln its fup trade monopoly.

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840%s changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregcn., Unhindered by the
Eritish, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders,
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The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which
gave the United States the present area.of Washington and established the L
Canadian boundary as it exists today. Oregon Territory (including all of the
present state of Washington) was created in 1848 by Gongress, with its eapitol
.in Salem,; Oregon. Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticello ..
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked for a separate territorial -~
goverrment, Washington Territory was ereated March 2, 1851, with a capitol at -
Olympia on Puget,- Sound. Isaac I Stevens was appointed as Governor.

Population gnowth was slow before 1860, lack of roads, the long disbanoe

(ffom the East, and the difficulty of ‘clearing the dense forests of the Puget

.Sound . country kept dmmigration to-a minimum,: Indian hostility prevented settlew

- ment .in most of .eastern Washington prior to 1858, and that tended:to slow movew.
.. .ment into the Puget Sound Basing -The Washington populatlon was: only 11,59h

accordlng to the -1860 - Genaus..”;;-
In ]863, the Washington territorial boundarlea were changed to the present

state lines by the creatlion of Idaho Territory. The Census of 1870 was the
. first to follow the present boundanies, and it enumerated a. population of

Population grew rapidly from 18?0 to 1890. -New transcontinentél railroads

: ;brought large waves of immigrants from the East and Europs, The cempletion of
~thé Union Pacific to the Columbia:Riwver brought new settlers into southsastern

. washington, When the Northern Pacific reached Spokane in IBB0 and was continw

- ued on tcward Puget Sound, settlers occupied the Palouse and Blg Bend wheat

lands and the Yakima Valley, -In 1883, six new counties wers created:in sastern

- Washington, Expansion of coastwise shipping and lumbering built up the eities
~-on Fuget Sound and-at Grays Harbor, . Washington Territory was.admitted to the 4
- Union as a state in 1889, The population at this time was 350,000, - - '

-~ s

The period 1900-1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the state
gained 624,000 persons, more than doubling to 1,141,990, Two other railroads,

_;;* Great Northern and Chicago, Milwaukee and: 84int Paul reached Puget Sound in

.--1893 and 1909, respectlvely. The umber industry and agrlculture supported
more pSDpLﬂj Jand ang. timber seexers homesteaded fres publlc domain- ianms in
the mountainous areas, The Alaskan gold rush doubled Seattle!s population
W1thin a decade, Railroads and ships brought large nimbers of people from
Europe who took. up- lumbaring, fishlng, mining and agriculture, ‘~Ranked numer-

o

. .Lca.:..t.y ac coru:l.ng to. the 1920 bQﬂS\lB the J.argesn Iorelgn-born grouvps in the

-Btate-were Canadains (L2,000),: Swedes (35,000), Norwegians (3L,000), English
(23,000), Germans (22, OOO) , Italians- (18 000), Finns (12,500} s Russians
(11 OOO) and Irish (9,000).

Between 1910 and: 19h0 populatlon grew at a slower but steady rate, The

 increase was about 20,000 per year., The-lumber industry began to decline after

1929, Raduced employment and a grow1ng scarcity of land were reflected in a

< slower rate of -population Ercwbia. nowever, during the Lygu's, many'laxmers

from the Great Plains drought areas; moved overland to’ Washington aeeking farming L
opportunjties. : il
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The 1940.1950 decade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overlard movement of laborérs to few defense industries, it re-
sulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Pierce, Kitesap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the
Federal atomic works in Benton County, B

Urban and Rural Pepulation

In 1870 the entire population of Washington. was living in rural areas~-in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 2}1,477-of the population of Washington, or
L0,8 percent, were living in urben areas, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of "urban" which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,

. 13503,156 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban aress, And over 52
percent lived in three.standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle,
Tacoma, Spokane and their surrcunding suburban cities and towns, This trend
follows the natiomei pattorns |

Table 1.~ Population of Washington The rural population is predom-
180C..1955 ~ inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
602,026 persons who live in the counw

Year [ Population - try, but do mt operate farms. The
1860 11,59 - rural farm population decreased about
1870 23,958 one~fifth betwsen 1940 and 1950, and
1880 75’115 ) rambered only 273,771, or 11,5 percent
1890 357’232 ‘ of ‘the state!s total 1950 population
1900 513’103 . of 2,378,963, 4s a result of the
1910 " 1,201,990 . farm-to-city trend in Washington,
1920 1’356’621'. : about one person in ten is living on
1930 1P563,396 a farm and about six persons out of
1940 13,736,191, ~ ten are living in a town or city
1950 2,376,963. larger thant2,500. , o
292 21580, 000 According to the 1955 estimates

Sources: U,S. Census; Population; - of the Washington Census Board, the

Washington State Census ten leading cities of Washington
Board, April 1, 1955° ~ ' ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),
Estimate, B <+ 'Spékane (182,000), Tacoma (156,000),

. . .« . Yakima (}3,000)y Vancouver 4i1,950)
Bellingham (35,700}, Everett (3L,100), Bremerton (32,2005, Walla Walla (25,L00)
and Longview (2}!500), o - . -

Population of Thursgon‘ﬁouhgg.‘-.

A Washington State Census Board estimate of population in 1955 placed
Thurston County eleventh among Washington counties with a total of ‘47,200
psrsons, Pepulatlon has grown steadily since the first Census in 1860 when
only 1,507 people lived within the county, which had much larger bourdaries
than at present, Since 1890 population has been well over half rural, living
in cities and villages of less than 2,500, rural residénces and on farms, City
dwellers and persons living in towns, suburbs and in country residences far
outrumber persons living on.farms, "In 1950 the urban population in Olympia and
Tumwater rumbered 18,5kl or Ul percent of the county total, The rural non-farm
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L 1,-‘..'~popu1atitm numbered %&725 or L0 percent, ~ Pergons living on farms were a

B R A -THurston"Céunty,"WaShiggtOn-‘ :
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-minority = of only 8, or :19 pereent. In i‘arm populatlon Thurston Gonnty
-ua:ranked tlﬁr'heenth in the- state,. Lo
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Table 2,m Population of Thuz‘ston County - R "
18402955 - S
Consus .4+4... | Perzant | Purcent
) Year | forlation| no 1| Urban
L o . 1360 1,507 1 100 S0
- o 4810 | ,2,2&6.‘..;100 1 0 ,
St aesot | zzere. lie0 . | oo |
LT o | ges | As.f.as 1848 SRS
A 1910 - | 17,561 .| 60,3 | 39.7 . . o
1920 | 22,366 | 65,2 | 3h.8.
1930 31,351 62,6 | 37.h
Cobo | e |6 | s
1950 bk, 884 58,7 | U1l.3
«-LADS J ’47,200 5647 | L33

;L/ 1955 figures are estimates of
washmg‘bon State Census Board

ik

Source-' U S. Census, Pogulation

-
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Settlemerft. of cut-over 1a*1ds and employment in manufacturdng, comeroial
‘,t’rades -gnd. state government service:at Olympia have all contributed to the

.- gteady pace of population growth. The rate of dncrease is somemhat typical of -

.- a1l counties bordering Puget Sound, A steady rate of immigratios into the

general industrial area of Puget Sound has caused an increase in‘Thurston
County, Olympia and Tumwater, however, have absorbed most of the Thurston
growth since 19L0 and ;the inland lumber towns -and farming districts have not

4 gained substam.lally n reeent years.

Table 3.- Popula’oion of - Incorporated Places
Thurston Ccunty, 1910~1956 -

' .: : ='Ihb_o§€'ip'<_>rated . 'lni-‘_;’\_ iﬁnr'\ ‘1930 -19h0 | 1980 11984 1/
‘o Ciby o Town |- | *7EY1 A72 R ~70 | wTIN &
Bucoda -~ | W2l 703| sh1| 473] L7
,glgmgia' 6,996 75795 | 11,733 13,25h-A15;§§2‘,l7,22?
Tenins | 1,038 ggo___,:938. o2 | 969 1,000
- Mrwater . h9o hrell 193] - 955 2,725 | 3,406
- ¥elm =1 36y . 318 -;hzav,.4sh50.v

_1_./ Populations for .L?bb are. estimates of bhie . wasn:mgaon Sftate.
Gensus Board, kpril 1, 1956 :

Somfces- U._S. Census, Po 'ulation o 3
waanlnguon onarne uansus Boards . -
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Most of the residents 6f Thurston Gounty live’ in six 1ncorporated places,
Olympia and Tumwater, adjacent to each’ other, have grown steadily, .Olympia
went ' up from 13,254 in 1940 to 17,300 by 1955 and Tumwater grew from 955 te

3,406, ' Tumsatér is both an industrialized and residential euburb of Olympia,
Centera of part-time farming and lumbering’ such as Rainier, Tenino and Yelm
have increased only slightly in recent censuses., Bucoda and, Tanino, ‘onte more
active lumber and mining towns, are’ atill below previous populstion peaka

’reached in 1930 and 1910.

Typical of many counties in western United States, Thurgton has been a
melting pot of many nationalities who have migrated from Canada, Eurepe and
Asia to seek jobs and land; In 1890 about 20 persone out of each 100 were from
foreign countries, BEuropean' immigrants from Germany, England, Ireland and

Scandinaviap eountries were mumerous with Canadians the-largest in number, All

these peéple contributed much to development of dairying, livestock raising and
horticultural ‘spééialty Parming, ' Following 1920,.foreign immigration decreased

and by. 1950 foreign«born persons made up only ahout 6 percent of ths county
populat ONy s

......

Negrass, American Indians and American citizens of Japanese and Chinese origin,
With the exceptipn of the Indians who live on the Nisqually and Chehalis Resger=
vations. in rurai.areaa, most of these, minor. population groups live in the
Olympia-TumNater urban area and very few ars in agricplture. -
' Table h.m Foreiganorn Whité Population, Thuraton County
' 1890, 1920 and 1950 . .

R . A e oo Comemiantart

. Counury TR ~ 1890 ] . 1920 | 1950
England. and WaleS,eees:| 250 | 309 | 2L9
Scotland.....a...-...- 63 80 55
Northern Ireland.,sese | == - L
Ireland (Eire)no.o.odo 22h 110 52
Nomayoolooooueno.ocno 65 179 216
St7edeNesecesscnccessss | 128| 312 284
Denmark‘..oloaooeooo'. Sh 131 6h
Netherlands..o.oo...o. h 26 -
Switzerlendecesoesssss 18 51 L1
France...."‘oﬂﬂ...‘ﬂ. 26 38 29
Garmany.oolcootunocua. Bhs 331 212

Poland,ssecvcccccccscs 2 Lo 1a
Czechoslovakifesespens h - 21
Austriadeeessocosccesne 10 58 L2
Yugoslavidesooocsseens - 28 9

RuESia (U.SISORQ )l..w. 30 37 122
Finland.oeeou--cno..da hadad 375 209
ItalyQOOOOOOGN:uooOQUOo Sh 100 55
Canada~Frenthoceessnsa —- ha zh
Canada=0theXecscareasrs hOB 570 686
A1l other countries...| 205 191 | 2h2

Totals ‘ 1,085 | 3,020 | 2,6
Parecent foreign-born 19,5 1Bn§ o]

Source: U,S, Census, Pepulation




A D Thurston County, Washington.

.- Employmert in Thurstvn Gbun'by -1s wellwdiversified among slx prineipal

R occupatic.ns. Agriculture ranks Tifthy employing 1;483 peérsons secording to the
--.1950 Centus; Only about one~tenthiof the wage earners and the self-employed of
- . the area ave: engagad in farming., Manufacturing, which includes lumber, wood
“products, procgssed . foods and baverages and a variety of minor productse, is the
.- major source of wages and incomes, Manufacturing employed a total of 3,390 or

over one~fifth- of all workers in. 1950, . Miscellaneous services was second with
3,072 workers, Employment in public administration (the payrolls of the county,
gtate and: federal govermments) was third largest with over 2,600 persons,

. Merehandi sing -service in retail and wholesale stores zcmked fourth with 2,522. ;

Table 5.- Eknployment o:E‘ the Population S
Thlmstnn Goutrhy, 1950 R

. i .. e v Sl
g bt . [ i ey

LoEE T N t T Male Torate | Totel Percen‘o o
ek .VPGS °f E“P oymen | Workers Wgr{cgrs Workers| Workers °
“rotal employpd warkers o 11,588 5,3(52 15,890 10040
- Agricultureoqoo-oa-.-tac-o;l-1-0@ 1,260 223 1,)‘83 . 9.3
) Fgrestry B-nd fisheries... vessenee 115 ‘ 30| ]JJ»S ) 100
f ,-_.-mﬂl"gnu-.n.u..u............,,5' 28 ) 2 30 - 02-
,,__:c'ﬁnstguc'bign_p.no-c-.occpcooonoolu. 1,303 . h.9 1’352 a1 - 8.5 . V
Ma.nui‘acturing“m...u.n........ 3,186 - ,20)4 3}390 R 2103 . :
Transp()rtation.o e v NP - 518 - 29 5h7 30’4

Retall and wholesale StoTreSeseess | 1,615 | 907 | 2,522 | 1549
Miscellaneous ServiceSaseetsescss | 1,59-8 LW7h | 3,072 1 19,3
Public administration (go\rex‘nment ' :
emvploymeﬂt)a.)aatenooo-tq T eee e 1,’477 ' 1,133: 2,608 16..'4 )
Other emp"oyme"l‘tw..n.nnm..n- has : 253‘ ?bl ho?

Sour_se. UuS, Gené;uaa Pe _Eag:aﬁ:[on‘ .
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