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A-;,JFarmsz Number and Size S e : A

; According to the United States Census of Agriculture, 195h, there were
1,766 farms-in Thurston County which was 256 less than reported in 1949: The

ke trqnd in the.county has-been toward fewer.and: larger farms sineca 1945 Conw
- 1.g0lidation of farms through purchase: and lease has increased the averagh. size
. from 5L acres in 1945 to 89 acres in 195k, This is beléw the averags:of*270

acres for the state as a whole, In:1954 Thurston County ranked Lhth inithe

.+ .gtate in number of farms, but in average size of farma was twenty-eighth.

~

The Large number of: small farm units compared to the gtate- average 15

| primarily the result.of land purchase methods, the popularity of part=tire
- fayming, lncreasing land prices; cut-over:land c¢léaring costs and suburban~
ization, During earlier settlement, logged over land and subdivisions of large

homesteads were commonly purchased in units of 10, 20 and LO acres by part-time
farmers, Small-farm ownership for growing berries, small scale dalrying and
raising poultry became common. Heavy costs of clearing stump and foresb land
have tended to discourage development of large holdings., These and other ¢
factors have created the present pattern of farming in which over L5 percent

of the holdings are less than 30 acres in size, Farms of 10 to 30 aeres were
most commen in 1954, mumbering 537. There were only LO farm units exceeding
00 acres in size in the 1954 Census.
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Table 94« Thurston County Farms: Number, Total Land in Farms
and Average Size of Farms, 1900-195L, SR
(Source: U,S, Cerisuses, Agriculture)

Total County verage slze’

Census | Total Farms of farms in.--.

Year in County are?nifnﬁms the county
- : o~ ). (acres)

. 1900 665 [ 128,822 15k
1210 1,173 151,243 130
1920 1,L90 11,0, 040 : oL

.1925 2,069 12,179 69
1930 2,082 1143? 378 69
1940 't 2,876 177,885 | 63.

. 1945 2,848 15, 835 sk
1950 2,022 [ 170,640 8k
1954 19766' L 1579292 ) 89

-Land in farms has decreased since 1940, In 1954 all land in farms wag
down'$o 157,200 acres compared to 177,885 acres in 1940, In this 15 year
perlod over 20,000 acres. of farm land went -into noneagricultural uses such ag
urban, residential and ingdustrial property and into tree farms and woodlands
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Farm Values

- The value of Thurston farm Te
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' land and buildings has more than deubled singe
the low values of the 1920's and 1930%s, when $4,000 to $6,000 was about the
value of an average farm, 1955, persens interested in taking up farming 3in

Thurston County found that land and buildings averaged about $165 per acre and
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_ t_h,a;‘t. a typical farm was valued at over %1
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- Teble 10,» Value of Farm Land and Buildings
S Thurston County, 1900-195L

v Total Value | Gourt Average ues
ear | in Count Yor ¥arm er Acle

[ dollara dollare 011878
1900 ) § 2,176,020 $3,330 $ g o

1910 | 7,661,7u5| 6,550

1920 11,793,3k0| 6,650 | 71
1930 12,488,970} 6,000 87
19ko| 11,135,530 3,970 6L
1954 | 2k,962,010] 1,135 165 PR
Scurce: U,S. Census, Agrieuwlture .  °  °
s °~f F ® » . 3 .
- Dalry famme ';e!eé.,-,-‘,..-.aw aaﬁm'es‘vﬁ Oounty sgeenténre, Ovey ane-fount)

. of all farm places in 1954 epecialized in dairying
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Poultry farms were the
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second most. mumereys: .and ],Maesfteok&farms raising ‘nonwdairy cattls, ahaaep ‘and

, % ropfarms growing principally-berries
and vegel:ables qumbet:ed a.bou‘b 60. “The most common type of -holdings are. partw
time, non-commercial and general farms classified as migcellansous by the -
Census, Nearly two-thirds of all i‘arming operations fall into this miscallan-

.I.} L
—eourc}atmtfica tion,

Table 11.- J.ypea of fams > Ttmrston Goumy, 1951t

—— “Yorcent of
- Type of Fams s Nug::;;f &11 farms in
‘ , _the county
Total farms in Ooun'bYu-.. o-ooooooooo-oogoo. ' 1,?81 '
Field-crOP fa-rmsoo‘oool00.000000"0.0000000.. 20
Cash-grainoguu..u.....n..n...u.... - 10 .6
Othex fieldﬂcropoo-oocooooonooboo&ooooso : 10' L 06
vegEtahle famsi?ococooo¢o-.-.o.oo.ooo-o-o.- S 10 - ..6
Frult=and-nug- famsonnoooootuoaooooi.oooolt. ‘.. 30 e l.?
MiDairy fms4«..o-...............-...u-..... : '2’48 : 23.9
‘ ?bt}ltry farms.a.alQooobotowrnon.000100000000 . ll;O 749
. )";Livesto*k farme .other than daipy.and poultry ! - 121 648
General farmsooooccoooovo..uuoatconooqooohox L hO '
Prillia!‘ily Grop...........-o...-u.u-u. 25 loh
Primarily 1ivestocKsssssasssesenacrencea 5 a3
Crop and livestocK,ecvnsensesserveonrece - .10 '6
!‘H.scellamaous and unclassified farmSoevsence | 1,172 658
' B Source. U S. Gansus, Aggi ture S Y
:;;_ .’ Fam Ownarship and =Tenanc1 T 'j '_ . _

The ].arge ma;jority of Thurston County farmers own all of their land and
buildings, About 86 out of 100 farmers were full owners in 1954, Tenancy, or
the renting or leasing of entire ,,farms ‘from abgenteée owners is not common,

. In-195Y only about 5 farms out &f ‘100 were operated by tenants, Since 1925
TUfull owner :l.p of farms: ‘has increasad while. tenancy has gone down. A noticee
"'able upwai'd trend is in part-ownarghip ‘of farms, Since 1925 part-uwned farm

S\
\ 7 Tghle- 129- Farm ‘I’enaney, Numlze_r arid ‘Percent of Farms
\ By Terure of QOperator, Thurston coun’cy, 1925.1.95)

) Number YUlT Owhers | Part "OWhars. Egnagegs 1__Tenants
Ye’a}:; Farms [number percent m.tmber percen't- nugnber percent {number | percent
in of | of all] of -{".of alll of | of all| of | of all
Courty| farme!| farms | farmg!‘ farms |- farms}- famms | farms| farms

19251 2,069 1,733] 83.8 60:5.2,9 1712 ] 46 | 26L | 12,8
1930 2,082| 1,772} 85.1 | 1;*05,._:“‘ 501 A7 | .8 .| 188 | 9.0
1935 2, ;967 ,h83 83,6+ 3120} *L,0 ] 9 o3 355 | 3.0
1940 2,876 2,398} 83.4 | 11 L.9 .9 3 328. 1 114k .-

1945| 2,848 2,601] 91,3 98 | 3.k o3 140 | n.;
16,1950 2,023 1,706 B | 72188 IO T 4 I
| &,2% 1,7621.1,510) 8.7 | 171 [0 9,7 |5 [ 3 8o b -

30urce~ - 4,8, Census, Aggicultur



Orop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin » 29

operations have gone up from 3 percent to nearly 10, In the part-owner system
a portion of a farm is owned and land is rented in addition to thak which is
owned, Many elderly people live in retiremeit on fams and contract part of

" their land to a neighbor or a younger farmer who ‘wishes to expand his. opera '

ations.
F‘ams by Tenura of OEara'hor, Tliuraton County
) aae& on U Census, 1
. Typo of
7 {..Cperator
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Figure 8,- Farms by Tenure of Operator, Thurston County,.195h.
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Figure 94~ Utilization of Farmland in Thuieton County, 195k
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.. Farmland Utilization .

" Over one~half of Thursten County farmland.is woodland pasbure and weodland,

, This type of land use 18 scmewhat typical of all the lowland cut-over région of !
western Washington, Over 580 farms, or one~third of the total have some land

classed as woodland, Alout one-fifth of the farms are managing woodland traots
as farm forests and have curtailed grazing in these woodlands in favor of
growing salable timber and pulpwood, Heavy cests in clearing cut over and fire
forested land in sloping snd hilly areas have caused farmers to leave woodlands
undisturbed or to use them for rough pastures, Cropland harvested for hay,

' grain; berries and vegetables occupies only about 15 percent of the farmland

in the county,

Irrigaticn Faoilities

Because of the dry summer climate and the porous glacial soils on the

.prairies of Thurston County, there has been an inereasing use of irrigation
" equipment, In the 1920's and 1930's the Yelm Prairie area was irrigated by a

system of canals and flumes, This was a privately owned irrigation system
which was abandoned later in the early 19407%s, Since 1945 irrigation by means

"~ of wells, pumps, pipe and sprinkler systems has been greatly increased, By

1954 thers was a new high in irrigetion, There were 247 farms ueing modern,

" privately owned irrigation systems and over 5,2L5 acres of orops and pasture

was being irrigated,

Table 134« Ipfigated Farms: DHNumber and Acreage
Thurston County

Farms and Acreage | 1940 |19L5 {. 1950 1951,
. Kumber of Farms Reporting n . )
Use of Irrigation .223| ey 19B| 247
Acreage Irrigated in the
County 1/ 1,738 | 5k51.2,278 | 5,218
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Farm families in Thurston County are using more home conveniences and
machinery than in the 1940%s. The use of eleetricity, telephones, modern
plumbing and labor-gaving equipment has gone up greatly since 1939, By 1954
over 7l percenmt of farm homes had telephones and 96 percent wers served with
electricity, The use of milking machines increased and 263 dairy -farms had
this type of equipment, Television sets were on over half of 2ll the farms,
About two.thirds of all the farms were equipped with tractors and half of all
the farms used motor trucks, _ a
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Table 1.~ Specified Facilities and Equipment on Farms
Thurston County, 195k

Fercent of ALl

Facility or Number of Farms in County
Equipment TItem Farms Using | : Equipped
Telephone....'..’.....0..... LN ] 1,309 . ?h’l ,
. Elaetricity.ﬂtaiio‘ab.oooaoco'oo- 1,?06 ,96 6

. Televislon Betassessasccsssasss 936 5_390 .

.. Piped running watelascsosocesses 1,6!41 9209
Home freezerascscesssssccscscsss 521 29.5
Electric pig broodeTacsoosssss 5 . fe. . ed v
PQWSI‘ feed grinderecsccocasese v 89 . "‘500 ’

v Milld.ng I,l}achineg,,'.o...ﬁo....... . 263 . lho?
Grain combj_-neso‘ﬂoovetoao'oncoo' 73 L hll‘ .
Corn pickerBessssecosscccossss .. i Lot
,PiCkwup balersé,;f..... voceseese | 83 . ' hb?
‘Field forage harvestersecseses 32 1.8
Artificial ponds, reservoirs :

~ and earth tankS.sccoesesse g2 . heb
Movtortmc';kscco,o'o:co;noooooo-‘ooc 923 52.3
'Trac‘b'drsqc'onc;';e'o-'aooe--ooooo 13180 -6608
AutOMOBiieSQQQQJ‘aqoa vooo 800 EeR 13&79 8307

'Source: U,S, Census, Agrieul%ﬁré

[



Livestoal farms

Source:

U.S. Censuses of Agriculture, 1950, 1954,

",

- 32 Thurston Qounty, Washington *
Table 15~ Thurston'County s Rank Compared With ‘
Other Washinﬂ+ﬂ" Counties
| Ttem Compared | Rank . Quantity Year
General 2 B

Land area...u..........u...uu * 32 hse 880 asres 1951‘

Number Of famB.....u--u...-u. " .1& ' 1,766 farms 195)4

Land in farms--percent...;..ssess | 21 * 3lie3 percent | 1954

Average 3139 of farme,seseseecces 28 89 acres - 19514

Cropland -harvestedecsiesresorsnsee’ 28 23,779 acres | 19518

Rural farm population.n..unuo' 13 8’615 Persor&ﬁ 1950

Total county povulation......es.. |- 12 ks, 88l persons 1950

. Cash farm income ,

Valus of all farm products sold..| 25 | h,000,277 dollars | 1954
Value of livestock soldessesss | 15 | 3,136,333 dellars | 1954
Valune ef -'""hpa 102 ¥ S 26 Ah},gg@ dollars 19513

All l;é.-'t-.'ti-e- and calveaeoooono‘acao. - 20 19,700 head 195’4

Milk GWB.'Q.'.O'OOOOIO0.‘00000..’ 13 6 865 hﬂad 1951‘- -

ﬂoggiiaﬁaiiiéiaeaasaaaeaaaeseea;s 8 1',,1!39 head 19,‘51&

chickens.gccotooeotoocotooccootoo 10 ms,222 birds l95h

Horsee and muleB.seecsssassacsnce 22 755 head 195h

She€]3 and lambBIQQOOICCOQ.COCQOQO 26 1,125 head 195’4

Dairv and poultry products sold

Valup of dairy products solds....| 13 | 1,494,132 dollars| 1954

whole milk scldn'noo.oovco.oo.n'o 12 35’695 C00 pounds 195}-‘

Value of poultry products sold...| 11 966 051 dollaxs | 195k

cldﬁkens ﬁUAuao.at-otonlco.tocoo- 10 329’3?8 birds 195}4

Eggs soldollQCOOOOIOOOOUOIOOOOOOO 12 1,1’40,681 dozen 195,4

Important crops harvested

Clover and timothytoooaooo'.nocoo 8 7’700 acres 19511

Oats‘.'.'-.q....lll'..l.l..lll.‘.. 1'!-1 u,um acres 195!-‘

Silalge............-n.....-ug... 9 ,390 acras 195!4

Tree frUitSessoossrssesssacanssas | 11 738 acres | 1954

Stra‘iberriQS.ooocooo.o-onooonoc-- 8 250 acres 195}-‘

Clover seEdQQ...o--n-u.an..".lli ? 125 agrag 195h



