Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin 35

PART V

CROFS.

Major Grogs

Commercial erops in Yakima County are grown on both irrigated and dryland
acreages. According to the Census of Agriculture, about 86 percent of the county’s
281,008 acres of harvested eropland in 1959 was under irrigation., Yakima County's
fruit trees have been increassd over the years to a level where it has been able
to maimtain its prominence as the most important crop of the county in terms of
both acreage and value of production, The second ranking crop of Yakima County in
terms of acreags was aifalfa hay with the figure of 39,000 acres in 1962, Taken
as a group, vegetables grown om 26,660 acres in 1962 ranked third, Agparagus and
sweet corn are the most important vegetables harvested in Yakima County. The
wheat acreage was fourth in 1962 with 21,700 followed by an estimated 18,100 acres
of sugar beets, The sixth ranking crop was hops which were harvested from over
16,500 acres in 1962, Other major crops grown in the county were cora for grain
and silage, mint for oll and barley.

Acreage Harvested Of Major Crops
Yakima County, 1962

Major Crops doreage
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1/ The latest aoreage estimate available for tree fruits, nuts and grapes was
taken from the U. S, Census of Agriounlture, 1959,
Source: Statistical Reporting Serviee, U.S.D.A.

Figure 12, Acreage Harvested of Major Crops, Yakima County, 1962,
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Coeas

Crop Trends

Agriculture in Yakima County has been almost in a continuous process of
change, The expansionm of Tiga y 8 ¢ F s of ms, new markets
for fruit ard specialty crops, experimentation with new erops and abandonment of
others are reflected in crop trends, Census data and estimates of the Statistical
Reporting Service during the 1949-1962 period indicate various trends. The sta~
tistical tatles in this chapter show how acreages and productions in leading crops
‘have decreased or increased over the past years, g
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Since 19l9, there havé been several general trends in Yakima crop proprams.
Specialization in fruit is continuing, with the amount of land planted in orchards
and vineyards increasing slowly from Lk,58l acres in 1940 to 55,247 in 1950 and
62,78L-acres in 1959, In field crops, there have been great increases in
- Bugar ‘beets, - Other crops which are gréater today than in 1949 are barleyy
mint; hops, clover~timothy hay and Tye, Acreages of wheat, oats, potatoes, alfal-
- fa hay-and eded, and red clover seed have ‘been on a downward trend, Commercial
vegetable acreage, especially asparagus and sweet corn, has moved upward from
19,153 acres in 1949 to 26,660 acres in 1962, All land in harvested crops has
increased 18 percent from 237,438 acres in 1949 to 281,008 acres in 1959, :More
land has been brought under cultivation by use of irrigation systems and by ex~
tending new orchards and grain figlds to- higher landss

Tree Fruits, Nubts, Grapes and Berries

Takima ranked sixth in value of fruits (including berries and other small
fruits and nuts) sold among all United States counties in 1959 and is the leading
county in Washingbon State fruit production, In 1959, it lead all counties in the
notion in numbers of apple trees and quantity harvested. Yakima also ranked first,
natlonally, in the number of pear trees and was third in terms of the quantity
harvested, In regards to the- nuwber of peach trees, it ranked twelfth and was
ninth as far as the amount harvesied, It was fifteenth in the number of cherry
trees and, sixteenth in the namber of plum and prune trees. In terms of production,
the county was eighth in plums and prunes and ninth in cherries among all American
counties, The Yakima Valley is often referred to as the "Fruit Bowl of the Nation!
because of its importance in the production of fruit on a national level as indi-
cated above,

In 1959, there were 3,107 farms or over half of all Yakima County farms re-
porting some fruit grown, Fruits and nuts sold were valued at $40,612,342 in
1959, This was the most important source of income in the county's agricultural
economy and was over one-third of the total farm income. Orowers! sales of fruit
are great” eénough to make Yakima the top ranking county of the state in value of
all products sold off farms,

Based cn number of trees in.1959, fruit and nut crops include the following:
apples (2,3Lk,597), pears (1,323,019), peaches (556,696), plums and prunes
(254,141), cherries (178,838§, apricots (121,235), filberts and hagelnuts (851)
and walnuts (L02) trees,> Grapes:totaled 2,91L,l95 vines of all-agess

" Apples

Apples are Yakima's main tree fruit crop, In 1959, there were 1,960 growers
with 20 or wmore apple trees, There were 2,3hh,897 trees of all ages, making up
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about 45 peréent of all apple trees in the entire states Bearing apple trees num~
bered 1,267,829 which yielded 15,57k,316 loose boxes, the largest productiocn in
. the state and in the United States for an individual county, Yakima County alone
" produced about 50 percent of Washington’s 1959 apple crop and accounted for 9 per-
cent of the nation's apple production, In 1961, Yakima shipped 51 percent of the
state's fresh market apples and in 1962 the figure was L1 percent,

. Most important of the apples grown in Yakima County is the Winesap, The
.famous Red Delicious, with its solid.deep red color so highly prized, is second,
The Standard Delicious, with its faint stripe pattern, is.third and the tender,
yellou<hued Golden Delicious is fourth, Romes rank a close fifth followed by

. Jonathans.and Newtowns, In recent. years the tendency has been to cut out the

. Standard Delicious, Jonathan and Winesap varieties in favor of the more highly
valued commercial varieties, such as the Red Delicious, . - -

- Table 15. Apples: Trees of Beering Age and‘Production
.. ww .. Yakima County, 1900~1959 a

. Year Bearing Trees Yeaf ?roduéZEQn_gf Applésﬁ
(Bushels)

1900 177,310 | 18%9 | 57345

1920 | 1,907,642 | 1919 6,249,950 ..
1930 | 1,763,981 | 1929 8,971,905
] 1540 ) 1,200,600 | 1939 10,501,754
1950 | 1,103,413 | 19h9 10,208,983
1959 | 1,267,829 11959 11,057,76k
Séﬁr-e:y‘u, S, Census of Agficulture

Between 1910 and 1920 tame the big expansion in Yakima apple production.
Apple trees of bearing age reached 1,907,642 in 1920, the largest number ever re-
ported by the Census, There was a gain of over 1,520,000 trees in the years 1910=
1920, After 1920 there was a constant decline in number of bearing apple trees.

_Numbers dropped to 1,103,413 by 1950, a decline of 42 percent from the 1320 peak,
Despite the decrease after 1920, production has continued to increase and was the
highest in 1959, Since 1920, Yakima County apple orchards have been greatly im-
proved by better horticultural practices and harvesting methods and production has
been inereased by planting heavier producing trees,

‘Most of the apple orchards are concentrated in the Upper Valley in a belt
extending from Naches to the City of Yakima, The orchards are located on the
-4rrigable slopes at the bases of Cowiche Mountain, Cleman Mountain and Yakima®
Ridge where there is air. circulation at night-and less danger of frost during the
blossoming periods The Lower Yakima Valley also produces many apples, and in the
last two years, plantings have been heavy replacing the less profitable fruit
crops such as peaches, R : . .

_ e : - -Pgar's

Pears are the second most important tree fruit in the Yakima fruit growing
industry, In 1959, there were 1,323,019 pear trees being grown on Yakima farms,
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The Bartlet! pear was reported grown.on 1,809 farms while 781 famms reported
growing pears other than Bartlett in 1959, . Yakima County alone contains about
two-thirds of the total pear trees in the stdte and annually accounts for 60-70
percent of Vashington's pear production. Inil959, the county ranked first in the
nation in number of pear trees and third in guantity harvested,

Yakima pear growers specialize in both Bartlett pears and wiater varleties,
The Bartlet! is by far the most important, comprising more than 87 percent of the
pear trees of all varieties, Yakima County alone had 75 percent of the Bartletts
produced in the state, In 1962, about two-thirds of the state's Bartlett pear
shipments originated in Yakima County, Pears othexr than Bartletts grown in Yakima
are winter varieties such as D'Anjou, Bosc, Flemish and Winter Nelis, The D’Anjou
variety predominates among ‘the winter pears by a wide margin. Yakima County ac-
counted for sbout 38 percent of Washington's winter pear production in 1959, -
Fresh market shipments of winter pears in 1962 totaled 735 carlots or one-third of
the statels commercial shipments, Quality and size of the fruit moving in fresh
channels are controlled by a Winter Pear Control Board which is composed of
growers and shippers in Washington, Oregon and California.

Table 16, Pears: Trees of Bearing Age and Production
Yakima County, 1900-1959

Jnm . M —— ‘D“ e —
- Production of Pears
Year | Bearing Trees Iear (Bushels)
1900 23,601 | 1899 10,41
1910 56,635 | 1909 56,779
1920 453,638 | 1919 1,11k,371
1930 920,766 | 1929 1,7ki,008
1950 988,870 | 1949 3,312,160
1959 85h,25 11959 2, 3kk, 800

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture

Although pears are grown in all parts of the Yakima Valley, the greatest
concentration 1s in the Upper Valley. The Lower Valley also has a large number
of pear orchards but they are more dispersed. _

Peaches

Peaches form another important commercial fruit crop of Yakima County. The
county had 556,696 peach trees in 1959, almost 65 percemt of the state total, It
produced almost 75 percent of the peaches harvested in the state. In 1959, Yakima
also ranked twelfth in the nation in numbers of trees and ninth in the quantity

harvested, In 1962, fresh market shipments of peaches totaled 1,134 carlots, or

AL moarsant nf Woahd hd‘,‘.hh's tatal .
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A greal many varieties of peaches are grown but Elbertas and Hales account
for most of the county's peach trees, In recent years an early fresh market
variety, the Red Haven, has gained favor and its production has increased substan-
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tially . .



Mw:

Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin 39

Production of peaches has increased steadily since 1930, although tree num-
bers have declined in the last ten years, From 1950 t0 1959 the number of peach
trees of bearing age dropped from 660,791 to 483,09k, a decline of about 27 per-
cent, Many orchards have been pulled and replanted to apples because of early
spring freezes, winter damage and a series of poor years from a price standpoint,

Table 17, Peaches: Trees of Bearing iAge and Production
Yakima County, 1900-1959.

Year | Bearing Trees | Year Produc?%g:hzisgeaches
1900 143,092 1899 1k, 02k
1910 165,637 1909 7,526
1920 303,152 1919 926 629
1930 358,915 1929 892,5h9
1940 403,508 1939 1,109,038
1950 660 791 1949 1,17k, 895
1959 1,83, 09 1959 1,52l;,55L

Source: U, S, Gensué of Agriculture

Most of the peaches produced in Yakima County are grown south of Union Gap
in the Lower Valley, Many of these are grown on land irrigated by water from the
Roza Irrigation Canal,

Cherries

Cherries are the fourth most important tree fruit, Yakima County has more
cherry trees and produces more cherries than any other county in Washington,
Yakima alone accounted for more than 57 percent of the state's 1959 cherry crop.
In the same year, it ranked ninth nationally in production and was fifteenth in
total rumber of trees, In 1962, the county shipped 57 percent of the state's
fresh market sweet cherries,

Yakima is almost exclusively a sweet cherry area. Of the 178,838 cherry
trees in the county in 1959, about 99 percent were sweet varieties and sour cherw
ries accounted for only 1 percent of the total, Among the sweet cherry varieties,
growers prefer the attractive "black" Bing varlety followed by Lamberts and
"white" Royal Anns,

Cherry tree plantings and production inereased steadily up to 1950 in re-
sponse to an expanding processing market and a natiomride fresh fruit market.
After 1950, tree numbers and production declined 30 percent and 36 percent; respec-
tively, Yakima's cherry industry was badly damaged in 1955 by a severe November
freeze which killed meny trees outright and injured most others to some extent,
Heavy removal of cherry trees continued for 3 years after the freeze.

Commercial cherry orchards are concentrated in the Upper Valley north of
Union Gap as well as in the Lower Valley. Recent plantings of cherries have been
made to replace those damaged by the 1955 freeze and the industry now appears to
be on its way back,
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Table 18. Cher of Bearing Age anﬂ Production

eg 9
ak‘j_mn )annt “1900-1089

btk i P P

Year Bearing Trees | Year Pr°d“°ﬁ?:°g§)0h°mea
1900 6 9oh "1‘899» .60

1910 | 10 892 11909 | o132

1920 h5,922' Tasel 0 1,027

19301 . 80, 2TTh - [7X929 | - 35237 .

1940 | 1149,690 4 1939 - 6,595 -

1950 | .155,377 1949 | 12,651

19591 - 108,252 1959«~ : 8,091

Squrge: u. S, Gensna of Agriculture,
Apricots

Yakima County dominates the aprioot industry in Washington, There were
121,235 trees of all ages in 1959, over 60 percent of the state totals, The county
also had 63 percent of the state's production, - At. one time, apricots were one of

oy shtana_fruit sarang harv n‘l'ari tn -I'ha annmdy Nezr. howeaver. manv growvers
. ! l‘v—*. Wuls W i S (=] '.‘“‘,' “ Ml vuv UUWIVJ . -v v“’ .. W ¥ vvw, mv Y W,

“and & dacliningmarketdemand. As a rasult, numbers of apricot trees fell from a
high of 192,496 in 1950 to 111,896 trees in 1959, Production, likewise, “dropped

Table 19, . Apricots: Troos of Baaring Ags and Brodiction,
SR : Yakima CourrtY: 1900*-1959 o

a L Yoar' Bearing T;'ge s I’je ar _Produc‘biz(::ogg)Aprico?bs
1900 3,18 | 1899 5
- 1910 o K015 | 1909 o B
coeo- 19201 . ¢ 6485l '191,-9 A ¥ { I

Coawoe 1930 107,195 1929 oo -2,19§
oo 19ho| 133,343 1935 ¢ - 5,826

1950 192,496 1949 7:6L0 .
1959 111,896 1959 7,058

o Source: U, S. Gep,_sr_e" of igricuidg_'é'ﬁ |

: The Hoca'park variet.y predominates followe d by Tilton, Blenheim and Riland.
Other variet:.es raised are Perfections, Phelps, Sunglow, Gilbert and Bowers, Most
‘of the anri_ggts are. grown 4in hieh. .rglgtivelv i’mst-frae _]__gggti_.gms, The older
plantings were in the Tieton River area northwest of Yakima, The only real con-
centration cof- apricot trees remaining is the Buena-Zillah—Granger area in the

Lcmer Va.lley,_.. N L T,

Priines and Pluma L

Yakima leads all counties in plum and prune tree numbers and produ&ion; The
county alone had almost three-fourths of Washington’s prune crop in 1959 and over
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two~thirds of all the trees in the stale. Tt also ranked eighth among all U, S,
counties in prune production in 1959, In 1962, the county accounted for about 91
percent of the state!s commercial prune shipments to fresh market,

Table 20, Plums and Prunes: Trees of'Bearing Age
and Production, Yakima County, 1900-1959

Production of

Year | Bearing Trees | Year | Plums & Prunes

(tons)
1500 82,026 1899 1,135
1910 27,076 1909 1,89%
1920 . 68,361 1919 2,677
1930 170,367 1929 8,922
19L0 136,580 1939 7,370
1950 205,185 19L9 6,567
1959 181,509 1959 15,213

Source: U. S, Census of Agriculture

The prune growing industry has been marked by periocds of great increase and
sudden deocline rather than by any orderly trend over the years, Recently, tree

numbers have become more stable with production increasing steadily in volume,
Ttalian prunes are the major variety grown in Yakima orchards. Most of the prune
orchards are located in the Lower Valley, below Union Gap, The bulk of the crop
is raised in the Grandview-Sunnyside areas ’

Nuts

Nut tree orchards are of minor importance in Yakima County., In 1959, there
were 103 farms with walnut trees and 30 with filberts and hazelnuts, About L,6L0
pounds of walnuts and nearly 11,000 pounds of filberts and hazelnuts were har-
vested, Walnut trees and production have declined in recent years, whereas, the
number of filbert and hazelnut trees and volume have increased since 1954, Be-
tween 195l and 1959, filbert and hazelnut trees increased from 3Lk trees to 851
and production expanded from 1,3h43 pounds to 10,925,

Grapes

In recent years, Yakima has become an important grape producing area. Ace
cording to the United States Census of 1959, the county had 55 percent of all the

grapes produced in the state and ranked twelfth among all U, S. counties,

Processing plants throughout the Lower Valley plus new markets for juice and
grape concentrate have stimulated the grape industry, In 1959, there were
2,719,279 vines of bearing age compared to 1,729,519 in 1950 and to only 512,526
in 19ﬂ o Annual production rose from 7,810,296 pounds to over 60,000,000 pounds
during the same 20 year period.
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Tab;e 21. Grapel': Vines of Bearzng Age and Production
o Yakima»County, 1920-1959

Yéaf 'Yineg pf”Bbafing.Age Quant%;gugg:gestad

1920 .7 122,280 1,985,238

1930 - 437,87k 7,510,000,

9L0| ' 512,526?' , e 7 810 ,296

1954 1“‘<,u00,0Jy”; <l 31y GSL))J?

1959 2,719,279 - . 60,169,813

S_b_urce: U, S, Gensus of Agricultura.
| '“_ Berries

. ., Yakima County is not an 1mportant berry producing area relative to some of
t%‘e: qt‘m,r ~"“+ies in Washiz*gtorz ' acres

Tn 1040._nn1v 1%9 acres were Dlanted to Btraw-

:_production of black raSpberries and currants. In 1962, over h0,000 pounda of -
tlack raspberries or "hlackeaps", as they are frequently called, wWere harvested
EN acres, This B0-acre bl ocole nf' bla ar-kr-A g secruntad for almas‘b one-thlrd of

e
irom

the statels 160 acrcs planted that.year;,‘
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Currantis are grown satisfactorily in the Lower Valley and new acreage has
. been coming inte production in recent, years, Acreage and production in 1962 ac~

. .counted for over one-fifth of the state's ‘total crop, All of the currants grown
are of the :ed type, with Perfection the leading variety. ‘

Acraage and Production

Table 22, _.l'ar.zk.._ps an Gurrani‘-s'
| akima Co unty, 195h—1962.
Blackcaps Currants
Year | Harvested | Production || Harvested | Production
... | . Acres (pounds) ~Aores (pounds)
sy | 55| 85000 || e |
1955 55 95,000 - -
1956 55 80,000 - o L
1957 55 100,000 .20 |+ 20,000
19581 - 55. | 1055000 4o - |-, 75,000
1959 55 75,000 - 50 . 90,000 -
1960, - LS5 55,000 :85 .+ | 235,000
1961 50 68,000 65 234,000 -
1962 50 40,000 65 266,000
,Sourcé:1.8fatiséica1~Répéffipgaéarﬁica, U.S.DsA. q
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. Small Grains: Wheat, Barley, Oats and Rye

Cash grain farming, on dryland and irrigated soils, is an important activity
in Yakima County agriculture, Wheat and barley are the two largest cropse There

are lese than 700 cash grain growers but they utilize about 18 percent of all the
harvested cropland in the county. Yakima's cash grain acreage was greatest in
the early years of the county's history. OSince the 1920's, the annual acreage
has fluctuated between 52,000 and 38,000 acres, Farmland devoted to cash grain
crops in 1962 was 25 percent less than in 1949 and 3L percent less than in 1929,
In recent years, cash grain farming has given way to hay, fruit and specialty
crops, Reduction of acreagd also has resulted from governmental acreage control
programs,

Wheat

Grown by over 600 farmers, wheat is the major cash crop harvested with over
27,000 acres cut in recent years, The acreage of all wheat has diminished from
the 1948 peak of 36,000 acres down to 21,700 acres in 1962, Production, however,
has remained stable with an annual harvest of over one million bushels,

Table 23, Wheat and Barley, Acreage, Yield and Production
Yakima County, 1949-1962

All Wheat Barley

Year | Acreage (giggﬁis Production || Acreage %iii: Production

(acres) per acre) (vushele) | (acres) per acre) (bushels)
1949 | 34,500 19,6 676,400 8,100 38,0 307,800
1951 | 30,200 ho,2  |[1,21L,200 6,000 1545 273,000
1952 | 31,100 35,7 | 1,108,900 6,200 L3.0 266,600
1953 | 33,200 35.0 | 1,162,000 64700 5500 368,500
195L | 29,100 3345 973,800 |j 16,900 30,0 507,000
1955 | 25,200 343 865,200 | 20,600 29,0 597,000
1956 | 27,200 41,6 11,132,600 | 174700 4349 7775500
1957 | 31,600 W6.2 |1,L58,900 || 31,800 50,5 1,606,900
1958 | 31,100 33,6 | 1,0LL,100 | 16,600 23.4 388,600
1959 | 28,000 3.0 |1,008,000 | 17,000 41,3 702,900
1960 | 27,800 6.4 | 1,012,700 | 16,900 61.1 1,032,600
1961 | 28,700 34,0 974,800 || 19,200 50,8 9755000
1962 | 21,700 48,2 |1,045,000 ! 11,700 591 691,000

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S.D.A.

Spring wheat which is grown under irrigation far exceeds winter wheat, It
is sown in the early fall to take advantage of the wet season, In 1962, spring
wheat comprised over 60 percent of the county's all wheat acreage and production.
Common white wheat varieties are the most preferred in the cash-grain agriculture
of Yakima County. In the crop of 1962 the varieties Baart and Pilcraw accounted
for 14148,600 bushels or 12,9 percent of all wheat, Common white wheat made up 86
percent of the total crop while White Club wheats made up 1k percent. Omar was
the main White Club wheat in that year. :
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Table 2L, Winter Wheat and Spring Wheat

Yakima County, 1549-1962

.- Spring Wheat

" Year | Hayvosted (Bii';i’gs | Production | 'Hér#‘aﬁtedi (éﬁgﬁa | Productdon -
.- | heres. |perhcre)| (Bushels)|” Aares |pep acve) | (Bushels) .-
Ca0l9 | 125000 0105 |- 126,500 || 23,500 | 23k | . 5h9,900 .
1950 | - 2,Q00 [ . 235 175000 27,100 |- 30,0 - 813,000, . -
1953 |- 8,000 | 3840 304,000 22,200 | k1.0 910,200 -
1952 17,500 35,0 612,500 13,600 36.5 196,400
1953 15,400 35,0 539,000 17,600 3540 623,000
195k]  1h,900 32,0 176 ;800 14,200 35,0 497,000
. 1955 _ :h,000 | 29,0 106,000 11,200 41.0 14594200
- 195617 13,0000 | 26,5 | -3lh,500 {- 14,200 |- 55.5 . | 768,200
719574 17,300 < U340 7035900} 1hy300 |. 50,0 715,000 - ¢
o198 T K000 | 380 | 566,200 || 16,200 | 29.5 4775900 .
1960| 15,900 | 36,0 572,400 || 11,900 37,0 440,300
1961 | 12,800 | 21.5 2755200 |- 154900 |. LhaO @ -|. 699,600
1962 8,000 45.0 360,000 |- 13,700 50,0 685,000
YU Soureet Statistical Reporting S‘er,vi_c;é,- U.8iDAs
. Table 25.- Ymeties o‘f‘,Wheat Grown
in Yakima County, 1962 -
; Classes and Vafi_éti;s EX 1 Production | Percent g; N
P __of Wheat . - '(Buahels)_ Total Crop
. Common White Wheats ' - [ 7
" Baart T 230,800 | 22.1
- Pilcraw. ¢ 217,800 20.8 -
© Marked . - 156,900 15,0
Golden 156,000 1.9
~Federation -~ 794500 T+6
U - Burt o .| 58,000 56
~ White Club.fmaeaﬁs o :
coo . Omar S 146,000 | _3ke0.
Total all clagses and varieties | 1,045,000 | 100,0

Soux;cé: . '*Statisticéliliéﬁorbiné Serl_vice-, U.5.DeA0

Barlej .

' Barley is the second major: ca‘sh-'-gfain drop. -Acrea:gé and prodi&ction levels

:; have fluctuated over the years, Barley reached a peak.of 31,800 acres yielding
1,606,900 bushels in 1957. By,1962, acreage had declined to 11,700 mcres and pro-

duction dropped to 691,000 bushels, Most barley produced in Yakima 'ils from spring

" varleties grown under irrigation.

Barley remains a-secondary dryland crop grown:

by wheat farmers, In recent years, when farmers agreed to reduce acreages of wheat
under the federal wheat price support program, barley was plamted on land taken
out of wheat,
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Oats and rye are minor grain crops grown mainly for local livestock feed and
The trend of ocat acreage in Yakima has been generally
Between 1948 and 1959, the acreage harvested dropped from an all-time .
high of 11,300 acres to 2,800 acres, In 1962, the acresge was only one-third of
Oats are grown mainly for their high feed value and are used

Rye is a minor grain crop grown on less than 30
With 290 acres

some cash~-grain sales,
dowmiard,

the 1948 level,
mostly on farms where produced,

farms.

1,900 bushels to almost 61,000 bushels during the same perlod. In 1962, however,
the acreage of rye diminished to only 900 acres and production was less than one-

Oats and Rye

Acreage and production, however, have increased greatly,.
in 1946, rye reached a peak of 2,900 acres in 1958, Production increased from

third of the record of 1960,
consequently become more important as a cash-grain crop,

Today, almost 211 of the rye crop is sold and has

.

Table 26, Oats and Rye: Acreage, Yield and Production
Yakima County, 194941962
Oats Rye
Yield Tield
Year | Harvested Production| Harvested Production
Acres ;ggsggig’ (bushels)| Acres ézgsgzi:, (bushels)
1949 9,000 53.5 181,500 550 16,5 9,100
1950| 7,700 5740 138,900 850 17.1 14,500
1951 | 6,700 59,0 3955300 720 18,9 13,600
1952 5,000 56,00 280,000 500 16,6 8,320
19531 3,700 63.0 233,100 680 21,0 1L, 300
195h {  Ly900 6240 303,800 1,000 16,0 16,000
1955 | 3,600 77,0 277,200 1,280 17.2 22,000
1956 | 3,000 65,0 195,000 1,950 15.5 30,230
19571 5,300 62.5 331,200 2,700 22,0 59,400
1958 4,700 60,5 28L,L00 2,900 21,0 60,900
1959 | 2,800 5005 1,1, k00 2,100 1945 L6, 800
1560 4,200 oh,0 268,800 2,800 240 07,200
1961 | 3,700 70,0 259,000 1,700 35,0 59,400
1962 | 3,800 80,0 30L,000 900 2240 19,800
Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Field Corn

Tremendous increases in corn acreage along with increases in yields have

raised grain corn production to levels about four times above the decade of the

1940%s, In 1962, 15,400 acres yielded more than 1,255,100 bushels of corn, 47.8
At this level, Yakima stands out as the

percent of Washingtonfs corn production,
leading county in grain corn output,

In the record corn year of 1959, grain production totaled 2,370,000 bushels
compared with only 358,400 bushels in 1949, Yields showed a high of 82
of grain per acre in 1961 compared to only 56,0 b
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Yakima County, Washington

Table 27. Ficld Corms 'Aereage, Yield and Production
Yaiima County, 1949-1962

- ‘ . _ Field Corn
Year "Harvested | = - Yield Production
: Acres = | {(Bu, per Acre) | (Buehels).
19k | 6,00 |7 . 5640 358,L00
1951 5,800 1 - - 75.0 | WA,750
1952 | 5,8L0 | 66,7 - 389,300
19531 9,820 | . .73.0 716,600
195k | 16,000 7 .6T.0 - | 1,072,000
19551 13,870 | 7h.s5 | 1,033,320
1956 | 13,600 | 75,0 1,020,000
1957 | 15,400 | . 79.0 - 1,216,600
19581 29,300 < 7240 2,109,600
19591 30,000 7940 24370,000
1960 | 23,200 - 76.0 " 1,763,200
1961 16,300 82,0 1,336,600
1962 | * 15,1100 . 8LS 1,255,100

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.As

Field corn is grown under 1rrigat16§'ipf!akima County, Warm temperatures,
a long growing season and adequate soil moisture result in high yields. Twow

4 e M 2amoadanls dndnadmr

thirds of the corn crop is grown for grain to feed the large 1livesioCcK inGUSUIY,
primarily boef cattle, hogs and poultry.  Harvesting corn for silagé accounts for
over one~fifth of the crop, with the residual going for fodder.
Hay Crops

From the standpoimt of acreage, alfalfa hay forms the second most prominent
crop of the county, In 1962 there were 39,000 acres in alfalfa, The alfalfa
erop consisted of 127,200 tons, the second largest production by a county in Washe
ington, Alfalfa was grown on sboub one-third of the county!s farms in 1959, In
recent years, acreage has declined slightly along with production, Alfalfa is
grown under irrigation and is a major crop -on the Wapato and Sunnyside Irrigation
Projects where terrain is flat, Although most of the production is consumed by
Yakima livestockmen and feeders, large tounages are trucked to dairy areas in
western Washington, .

- Other hay crops are ively minor, Small grains cut for hay, consisting

: 8 : :
of 35477 acres in: 1959, is.the second most important hay crop. A3most all of this
crop is consumed on the farms where grown, Clover and timothy hay mixtures were

-t: oy
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 the third largest hay crop in 1959.  There were only 77 farms growlng 1,995 acres

of timothy and clover. Acreage has fluctuated greatly from a low of 9LO acres in
1956 to a peak of 2,200 acres in 1961, This type of hay has increased in recent
years, Less than 50 farms harvested wild hay from a total of 1,779 acres in 1959.
In 1959 there was an indicated imcrease in the processing of grasses, alfalfa,
clover and small grains for silage. Silage reached a new peak harvest of 3,037

tons cut from 523 acres distributed over 19 farms,
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Except for the increases during the early 1940%s, hay acreage in the county
has had a history of relatively steady decline. In the 1920's, clcse to 100,000
acres of hay were being harvested annually. Hay crops are now being harvested
from less than 50,000.acres. According to.the.1959 Census, Yakima ranked sixth
among the counties of Washington in hay acreage with L9,3L5 acress Nearly 18
percent of the harvésted cropland was in hay crops that year.

Table 28, Alfalfa Hay and Clover-Timothy Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production .

. Yaldma County, JOLO-1962 -
Alfalfa Clover and Timothy Hay

Year | Harvested | - Y(%gig Production | Harvested g’gi: Production

Acres Per Acre) (Tens) Acres | pop pere) (Tons)
1949 | 60,600 | 3.2 - 19k, 300 1,0L0 1.6 . 1,700
19050 | 62,800 3.4 212,500 | 1,160 [ 2. 2,400
19511 58,900 2,8 166,600 1,330 -1 3.1 - L,170
1952 | 58,100 2. * 152,100 1,k20 - 1.0 1,400
1953 57,000 3.1 175,500 1,530 2.9 Ly, k00
195k | 52,600 3.0 157,000 1,240 |+ 2,0 | 2,500
1955 5&5200 363 1?83609 151.60 200 2!300
1956 | 52,500 3.8 199,500 9LO 1.5 1,430
1957 52,000 . 3.7 192,500 1,200 2,0 2,100
1958 |  L6,000 3.2 147,200 1,400 - 260 2,800
1959 1 11,200 3,2 134,000 1,980 204 ‘1,800
1960 | k2,700 3.9 128,600 2,000 1.9 3,800
1961 | Lo,kLoo 3.6 143,800 . 2,200 2¢2 14,900
1962 39,000 363 127,200 2,100 2,0 L, 100

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Vegetables

Commercial vegetable production is a major component of Yakima County's
agriculture, Harvested acreage of vegetables for 1959 made Yakima the leading
county of the state in vegetable production, with a rank of twentieth in the
nation, In 1959, vegetable farming utilized about 8 percent of all the harvested
eropland in the county, Vegetables harvested for sale were grown on 23,875 acres
in 1954 and 26,660 acres in 1962, In 1959; over one-third of all county farms
grew vegetables for home use or as a minor crop., Over 200 farms out of the
county ‘s 6,010 farms specialized in truck farming, but -700 other farms also hars |,
vested vegetablies for sole, '

Based on acreage, the commercial vegetables in Yakima County for 1962 ranked
in order as follows: sweet carn (10,800), asparagus (10,600}, green peas (2,700),
fresh market tomatoes (670), cantaloups (580), rutabagas and turnips (260)
watermelons (250), onions (10Q), carrots (90), lettuce (80), cucumbers (50), snap
beans (50) and spinach (10). .
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. .Table

Yaiima County, Wé.shingt on

29,

Yakima County, 195!4-1962

A1l Vegetables, Asparagus and Sweet Corn
Acreage and Production:

:
..

Crop A11 Vegetablea 1/ Asparag Sweet Corn
Year | Harvestsd | Production | Harvested | Production {j Harvested | Production
Acres (Tons) __Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons)
195L i 23,875 | 10k4,195 7,300 " |¥ 13,200 10,300 62,000
1955 19,990 76,565 12275 12, 380 6,500 37,900
1956 | 25,580 | 101,955 8,200 | 1k,h30 9,600 50,900
1957 | 25,930 | 105,835 | - 8,700 | 1h,L60 95500 58,000
1958 | 25,920 86,350 10,250 13,900 8,200 | 11,900
1959 24,170 83,590 10,250 12,830 9,000 45,250
19601 26,340 95,595 1| - 10,620 14,590 10,940 55,120
1961 | 27,140 | 105,880 10,600 2900 11,300 61,700
1962 25 660 | 99,240 || 10,600 .. | 17,240 | 10,800 55,100

_/ Acreagz and production figures .'mclude the following major vegetables
grown in Yakima County: asparagus, snap beans, eabbage, cartaloups,
carrots, cucumbers, onions, lettuce, peas, rutabagas and turnips,
spinach, sweet corn, tomatoes for both fresh marke‘t and processing,
and watermelons,

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.
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the harvested acreapge in 1962 produced vegetables for fresh market, Asparagus and
sweet corn are the most important vegetable crops in the county., These two crops
have represen'bed over three~fourths of the harvested vegetable acreage in recent
vears.

w5

Vegetable Crops: Touatoes, Dry Onions, Carrots

Té‘.ble 30.
Yakima County, 1954«1962
Y‘ Tomatoes %/ Dry Onions Carrots

ear
Prod. Pro_d. Prod.
Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons)
1954 | 1,175 | 7,460 |f 300 | 5,000 90 | 1,200
1955 | 1,050 h.550 250 ¢ Lyhoo | 70 1,&70
1956 | 1,185 { 7,395 | 150 | 2,700 | 100 | 1,380
1957 1 1,120 ",hzs 250 | 3,700 90 | 1,220
19581 1,200 | 7,800 || 100 | 1,700 ‘90 | 1,260
19591 7901 7,190 70 | 980 120 | 2,0L0
1960 810 | 6,750 70 980 {| 1LO | 2,800
1961 6205,680 || 140 | 2,700 90 | 2,000
19621 67015,150 || 100 | 1,500 90 | 1,600

1/ Includes only fresh market,

Source:

Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A,
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Crop am

Asparagus, grown for processing, has increased considerably in acreage har-
vested. In 1919, the county harvested only 4,578 acress The 1962 acreage was
10,600 acres, Yakima County alene accounts for about 69 percent of the statels
total asparagus acreage., Yakima County is also the major sweet corn area in the
state. In 1959, the county accounted for L5 percent of Washington's sweet corn
acreage and ranked seventh in the nation,

Table 31, Vegetsble Crops: OCreen Peas, Snap Beans, Cucumbers
Yakima County, 195L~1962

Green Peas Snap Beans Cucumbers

Pred ] Prod Prod,
CTon33 Acres CTons; Aexes | (g ns)

195k | 2,800 | L,480 || 150 s || 150 500
19551 2,800 | 3,360 | 125 375 | 100 | 350
1956 | 3,700 | 7,040 || 150 530 || hoo | 1,800
1957 | 3,700 | 6,090 || 190 Loo "f| 300 | 1,800
1958 | 3,800 | L,9hko0 || 1hO 500 {| 200 | 1,200
19591 2,000 | 3,000 80 240 || 160 580

" Year
Acres

1960 | 2,000 { 3,800 50 150 80 2ko
- 1961 | 2,700 | 3,800 50 150 || 50 190
1962 | 2,700 3,200 50 120 50 200

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, UeSeDahs

Table 32. Vegetable Crops: Cantaloups, Cabbage, iettuce.
Yakima County, 195L~1962

- Cantaloups !  Cabbige Letiuce
ear
Prod - Prods Preod,
s LA Acres
Acres (Tong) T8 | (Tons) (Tons)

1954 1 LS50 | 1,940 ) = - 60 600
19551 500 | 2,330) == - L5 350
19561 LTO | 2,700 == -= 4l Lo 300
19571 L9O | 1,800 - - |} 30 240
19581 580 | 2,610 -- - 30 2h0
19591 560 | 247404 20 200 70 L20
1960] 600 | 2,855l 20 210 80 5L0
1961| 530 | 2,870 20 200 80 590
1962 | 580 | 2,950 =~ - 80 500

“Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S,D.4,

Vegetable farming is carried on primarily in the Lower Yakima Valley., Areas
of concentration are in the Wapato and Toppenish vicinitles of the Indian Project
{Wapatc Division) and in the Roza Project between Grandview and Sunnyside, In
1959, the total estimated farm sales of vegetables amounted to $1,163,611, Yakima

County ranked first in the state in value of vegetables harvested for sale as well

: : X
as in screage. Over one-fifth of the acreage in Washington commercial vegstables

was grown in the county, Yakima grewers received about 20 percent of the
$19,570,779 paid for Washington State vegetables by produce buyers and processors
during the 1959 ecrop year, :

R N e o
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‘Spinach and Watermelons
‘Yakima County, 1954-1962

v  Rutabagas & Turnipe Spinach ~ I Watermslons
ear Prod, y Prod, Prod.
Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons) Acres (Tona)
1954 600 | ky200 - o~ 300 | 1,650
1955 500 | 3,200 e - 275 | 1,100
1956 550 | 5,000 - - - 235 | 31,180
1957 550 | 5,000 -~ - 450 | 2,300
1958 300 | 24400 - - L8O | 2,600
1959 280 | 2,520 - - 370 | 1,600
1960 230 | 1,840 10 50 240 | 1,320
1961 200 | 1,500 ‘10 50 250 | 1,750
1962 260 | 2,080 10 50 250 | 1,150

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Hops

Yalima is the top producer of hops. In 1959, the county produced over 90
percent of the hops grown in Washington, and accounted for over one-half of the
nation's total production., Less than 250 growers raise hops in Yakima County but
1% is over a $10,000,000 a year business in value alones

Table 3L, Hops and Sugar Beets, Acreage, Yield and Production
Yakima County, 1925~1959

Hops ' Sugar Beets
Year | Harvested 1isid Production ;| Harvested Tield Production
(Pounds (Tons
AcTes | por Aepe) APounds) Aeres | pon pore) (Tons)
1925 | No data No data No data 599 L1k 2,L82
1929 | 2,172 1,862 1,0lk,650 105 990 1,040
193l | No data No data | - No data 712 11,94 8,50k

1939 | L,2k2 1,501 6,367,941 | 10,L89 17.36 182,100
9L | 6,490 1,738 | 1,755,871 § 11,491 1h,31 164,491
1949 | 12,740 1,386 | 17,658,854 | 11,361 21,28 2l1, 745
1954 | 12,228 1,631 | 19,947,379 | 17,995 21,86 393,358
1959 | 16,986 1,693 | 28,765,508 | 1h,410 22,33 - 1 321,793

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture.

. Txpansion of hop yards began in the late 1930's and increased rapidly during
1942154k when imports from Europe were low. In 1959, 16,986 acres yielded
28,765,508 pounds of hops. Production is favored by the warm, dry climate, good
soil and abundance of irrigation water, ‘

The largest and most concentrated hop acreage centers around Moxee in the
Upper Valley. The "Reservation", located in the Lower Valley on the Yakima Indian
Reservation, is the second largest hop area, Most of the crop is used primarily
by the brewing industry to give flavor to beer,
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 Sugar Bocts

A long, warm growing season, a plentiful supply of water and fertile soils
have made Yakima an ideal location for growing sugar besets, Since the establish-
ment of a best sugar refinery at Toppemish, beets have been grown on 10,000 acres
or more, In 1959, Yakima County alone accounted for over LO percent of the .
gtate’s sugar beet crop and ranked elevenmth in ths nation,

Sugar best acreage has increased since 1929. Before 1940 acreage was gence
rally low, Since 1948, acreages have varied in accordance with yearly contracts
between growers and processors and quotas allowed growers under the Federal Sugar
Act of 1948, In 1959, there were W47 growers, nearly 11,500 acres of beets and a
“production of 321,793 tons in Yakima County., Elimination of acreage controls by
' the U, S, Department of Agriculture in 1961 brought about an increase ih sugar
“beets. In 1962, 18,100 acres produced 433,000 tons of sugar beetss. Most of the
erop is grown on the Wapato Division of the Indian Reservation, A secondary area
of sugar beet farming is in the Sunnyside Division, Yields are among the highest

in the nation,

Table 35, Potatoss, Acreage, Yield and Production
Taldma County, 19.9-1962 '

Potatoes

| Yield —
_ Year Harvested ('%:ns, Production

Aores Per Acre) (teons)

Ji9k9 | 8,500 12,25 104,125
1950 | 8,000 12,50 100,000
1951 | 7,400 12,00 | 88,800
19521 5,L00 13,00 10,200
1953 | 6,200 12,50 'ég,Soo
195h | 6,300. 13,97 ‘88,000
1955 | 7,500 10,93 | 82,000
19561 7,670 12,61 9&?60
1957 17,000 1337 93,650 L
1958 73200 1334 96’080 : e
1959 55090 13}075 70,000 .
1960 h,?OO o 13,15 6_1,800
1961 L,350 11,47 49,900
1962 |- 33050 12,00 36,600

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Potatoes

- Yakima County has long been one of Washington's major potato producing ‘areas.
- In 1962, it ranked fourth in the state in terms of production, 4 orop of 36,600
+ tons was harvested from 3,050 acres, about 6 percent ¢f the state's produstion.

In 1959, about 170 farms reported growing potatoes, primarily concentrated in
the Wapato Division on the Yakima Indian Reservation and in the Sunnyside Distriect,
Harvested acreage and production of potatoes in Yakima has been declining in re~
oent years, reflecting the increased competition from nmr.Mgated croplands in

- -~
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the Columbia Basin in Orant, Adams and Franklin Counties. Russets, the familiar
netted gem, is the most popular potato variety and accounts for most of the pro-
duction. . :

Pepperiint and spearmint grown in 1rrzgated fields to produce mint oil is
another important specialty crop. Today, Yakima County is the largest single
_producer of mint.  In 1962, the county produced 61 percent of the state's mint

¢rop and acoounted for 30 percent of the nation's total production. ’

- Plaut diseases and other problems of growing’ good quality mint in southwest-
ern. Washinghon cansed g shift of the erop to the drier Yakima area, In recent
years, an 1ncreased demand for mint oil has encouraged an increase in ﬁhe county's
mint industiy, There were over 26@ growers in 1962 who distilled 1,016,000 pounds
of mirt oil from about 1L,800 acres,’ Iields per acre are the highest in the
. nation, "Mich of this is due to a favorablé’ ‘combination of rich soils, plenty of
warmth and sunshine and controlled water. Mint acreage is mainly concentrated in

apr e o T mow

the aunnysn.cle and Mabton 015'51'101’:8 of the Lower valiey.

Table 36, Mint for 0il: Peppermint and Spearmint
Yakima Counxy, 1957.1962

ngggrmint ?*nwjf- e .. Spearmint

Year Yield . |Productionj, . . Yield Production

farvested| (Pounds of 011 (Pounds. Harvested| (pounds of 011| (Pounds

g Per Acre) of 0i1)" | ~Crease Per Acre) of 0il)

1957 | 8,500 88,5 « | 716,500 2,000. '100,0 200,000
1958 | 9,000 90,0 | 810,000 2,100 9740 232,800
1959 | 8,800 3.9 - 8504000 | . 3,600. 9944 357,900
1960 | 8,000 77.6 621,000 | 5,000 77,5 387,500
1961 | 8,700 83,2 724,000 | 7,360 9944 731,400
1962 6 800 67,1 456,000 8,000 70.0 560,000

 Source: -Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Field Seed Crops

With ths expansion of irrigation’in the early 1950's, Yakima County became
one of the major seed producing areas of Washington. By 195L, the ecounty was
first in alfalfa seed and fourth in red clover seed, In recent years, seed crops
have decreasad sharplye. Seed crops were harvested from only 10,022 acres in 1959

as compared, to 19,243 acres in 195k,

The harvested acreage of szlfalfa for seed, on a downward trend, was only -
9,567 acres in 1959, Yakima, however, remains the lsading county and accounted
, -for 53 perceut of the state'!s total production of alfalfa seed in 1959, Red

.clover-for .sped dropped in production by 68 percent between 1954 and 1959, Also
in"1959, Morion bluegrass growing on 343 acres produced 73,873 pounds of seed in
Yakima County,



